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from the Letters of Merchants, and others, who 
correfponded abroad, and from them was handed 
about by Word of Mouth only; fo that things 
did not fpread inftantly over the whole Nation, 
as they do now. But it feems thar the Govern- 
ment had a true Account of it, and feveral Coun- 
fels were held about Ways to prevent its coming 
over; but all w vas kept very private. Hence it 
t this Rumour died off again, and Peo- 
e began to forget it, as a thing we were vety 
‘nd in and 1 that we hoped was not 
End of Movember, or the Be- 
ginning of ine | 1664, when two Men, faid 
to be French-men, died of the Plague in abs 
Acre, or rather at t the t upper End of “Drury Lane. 
The dy they were 1n, endeavourd to con- 
ceal it as much as poffible; ‘but as it had got- 
ren fome Vent inthe Difcourfe of the Neigh- 
bourho od, the Secretaries of State gat Know- 
edge of it. And concerning themfelves to inquire 
aan t, in order to be certain of the Truth; 
two Phyfcians and a Surgeon were order’d to 
go to the Honfe, and make InfpeGion. ‘This 
they did; and findin g evident Tokens of the 
Sicknefs !pon both the Bodies that were dead, 
their Opinions publickly, that they 
died of the Plague: Whereupon it was given in 
Clerk, and he alfo return’d them 
d it was printed in the weekly 
ality in the ufual manner, thus, 
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ae 


they Pave 
< 


to che Parifh ¢ 
tO the Hail ; 
Bill of Morta 
'D) 2 ° . e lan } 
pee 2. Parifhes infected 1. 
¢ People fhew'd a rae Concern at this, 
and eit to be allarm’d all over the Town, 
and the more, becaufe in the Jaft Week in De- 
sember 1664, another’ Man died in the fame 
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Houfe, and of the fame Diftemper: And then 
we wete eafy again for about fie Weeks, when 
10ne having “died with any Marks of Infection, 
it was faid, the Diftemper. was gone; but after 
that, I think ic was about the tath of February, 
another died “4 another Houfe, but in the fame 
Parifh, and in fame manner 

This turn ‘d wr e Peuples Eyes pretty much to- 
wards that End of the Town; and the weekly 
Bills fhewing an Encreafe of Buriais in St. Giles’s 
Parifh more than ufual, it began to be fufpected, 
that the Plague was among the People at that 
End of the Town: ; and th ‘at ‘many had died of it, 
tho’ they had taken Care to keep it as much 
from the Knowlege of the Publick, as. poffible: 
This pofefs’d the Heads of the People very much, 
and few card to go thro’ Drury-Laue, or the 
other Streets fufpeéted, unlefs they had extraor- 
dinary Bufinefs, that obl i, them to it 

This Encreafe of the Bill s ftood thus; the u- 
fual Number of Burials ina Week, 1n the Parifhes 
of St. Giles’s in the Fields, and St. dudrew’s Hol- 
born were from 12 to 17 or 19 each few more 
or lefs; but from the Time thar the Plague firit 
began in St. Giles’s Parifh, it was obits ‘d,: that 
the ordinary Burials encreafed in Number confi- 
derably. For Example, 


From Dec. 27thto Fan. 3. St. Giles’s —-16 
St. Andrew s 17 
Fan. 3° to = 10; St. Giles 7S. coat 


dyouy ¢ 
St. Anarew Sree 2 


Fan. 10. to — 37. St. Giles’ $= 18 


Sc. Andrew’'s——18 
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From Faz. 17. to Fam24. St. Giles’s —— 3 
St. Audrews——1 G 


Fan. 24,.to — 3%; St. Giles’’s ——24 
St. dudrew's—15 


Fan. 30. to Feb, 7 St. Giles ——21 
St. Audrew’s——23 


Feb, 7. tom 14. St. Giles’s ——24 
whereof one of the Plague. 


The like Encreafe of the Bills was obferw’d in 
the Parifhes of St. Brides, adjoining on one Side 
of Holborn Parifh, and in the Parifh of St. ames 
Clavkenwell, adjoining on the other Side of Hol- 
born ; in both which Parifhes the ufual Numbers 
that died weekly, were from 4 to 6 or 8, where- 
as at that time they were increas’d, as follows. 

From Dec. 20. to Dec. 27. St. Brides o 

St. James— 8 
He. 27. to Fan. 3. St. Brides— 6 
St. Fames— 9 


Sa) 


ee ° 
JM. 3. tO —— To. St, Brider—yry 
St. Fames— 7 


Fait, 10. to —— 17. St. Brides—ro 
St. Famer— g 


Failte 17. tO —— 24. St. Brides— 9 
St. James—15 


or Ae 2 < wise 25 
Jai, 24. to rere fi I. S ie Lride— 8 
Cc 


St. Fames—12 


From 
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Prom Fan. 31. to Feb. 7. St. Brides<rm1 3 
St. fais y4 


feb. 7. to —~ 14. St. Brides—t2 
St. Fames— 6 

Befides this, it was obfervd with great Une 
€afinefs by the People, that the weekly Bills in 
general encreas‘d very much during thefe Weeks, 
altho’ it was at a Time of the Year, when ufual- 
ly the Bills are very moderate, 

Phe ufual Number of Burials within the Bills 
of Mortality for a Week, was from about 240 
or thereabouts, to 300. The Jatt was efteem’d a 
Pretty high Bill; but after this we found the Bills 
{ucceflively encreafing, as follows. 


Increafed 
Dec. the 20. to the 27th,’ Buried: 20%. 


27.to the 3 Fan, 349. — 58 
January 3. to the 10. 394. ——~) 45 
tos toc theseg. —— 415. — 21 
17. to the 24. —— 474.— 59 


This laft Bill was really frightful, being a 
higher Number than had been known to have 
been buried in one Week, fince the preceeding 
Vifitation of 1656. 

However, ail this went of again, and the 
Weather proving cold, and the Froft which be- 
gan in December, {till continuing very fevere, even 
till near the End of february, attended with {harp 
tho’ moderate Winds, the Bills decreas’d again, 
and the City grew healthy, and every body began 
to look upon the Danger as good as over ; only 
that ftill the Burials in St. Giles’s continu’d highs 
From the Beginning of April efpecially they flood 
at 25 each Week, till the Weekifrom the x8th to 
the 25th, when there was buried in’St. Grles’s 

B33 ae Parith 
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Parifh 30, whereof two of the Plague, and 8 o° 


the Spotted-Feaver, which was look’d upon as the 


i 


fame thing; likewife the Number that died of 
the Sported-Feaver in the whole increafed, being 
8 the Week before, and 12 the Week above- 
Name d. 
This alarm’d us all again, and terrible Appre- 
among the Peop ns efpectally the 
Weather being now chang d and growing warm,an 
the Schade being at Hand : However, the next 


en {ions WEI 


“3 


i ry | 4. E PEK 7 4 

Week GisV Ad feem a {0 be {om le Hopes again, the 
Mit. <7e2+¢ea atte eha WTI eS q . 

Dilis were low, the Number of the Dead in all 


O 


was but 388, there was none of the Plague, and 
but.four of the Spotted. Feaver. 

the following Week it return’d again, and 
the Diltemper was {pread into two or three 
ther Parifhes (viz.) St. Audrew’s- Holborn, St. Cle- 
ment s-Daues, and to the great AffliGion of the 
ees one die ed within the Walls, in the Parifh of 
me 
7 


gf, 
wow 


& 

St. Mary-lWool- Church, that is to fay, i in Bearbinder- 
Jane near the Stocks-market ; in all there was nine of 
the Plague; oa fix of the Spotted-Feaver. It 
was Bes vever upon Inquiry found, that this Prench- 
maw WhO Rica. in Bearbinder-lane, was one whe 
pavig iv 'd in Long- Acre, near the infetted Houfes, 
had removed for fear of the Diftemper, not know- 
ing that he was already infeGed. 
This was the beg ginnit ng of May, yet the Wea- 
ther was remperate, variable and ‘cool ed 
and People had {till {ome Hopes: That which et 
couraged them was, that the City was iaaldhys 
the whole 97 Parithes buried but 54, and we be- 
hope, that as it was chiefly among the 
at that End of the ‘Town, it mig sht go no 
and the rather, becaufe the next Week 
vas from the oth of AZay to tl he r6th there 
died but three, of which not one within the whole 
City 


sf 


City or paces and St. Andrew's burie eed I 15s 
’Tis true, St. Grles’s 
two and chirty, but ftill as there was but one of 
the Plague, People began to be eafy, the whole 
Bill alfo was very low, for the Week before, the Bill 

was but 347, and the Week above-mentioned bat 
343 : We continued in thefe Hopes for a few Day Sy 
a few ; ie) the ‘Peoplew 
: heHo yi mae 


which was very | 


But it was but for 
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more to be deceive t thus ; they fearcht 


and tound that 


the Plague was really fpread every 


way,and that many died of it every Day 


now all 


Abatement ; 


was gotten fs Gi ere 
lies lay all fick tog 


fhew it felf ; 3 
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our Extenuations abated, 
more to be concealed,nay it qui ickly iene od that 
the InfeGtion B ad fpaeas d it felf beyon: d all ri opes of 


Q. ~ Ce 
rar if Or of. 


Streets, and feveral a) Fami- 
phen And accordingly in i: 
Weekly Bill for the next, Week, the thin; S beg ran tc 
there was indeed but 14 
ti it this was all Knavery ind Collu- 
t. Giles’s Parifh they buried 4o in all, 
whereof it was certain moft of them died of the 
they were fet down of oe Di- 


{te smMpers 5 : ail thot igh the Number of a 


rials were not increate 


ed above 32, and a whole 
Bill being but 385, yet there was I eh sa the Spo 


ted-Feaver, as well as 14 56 the Pla; 
took it for granted upon the cabalee 


was 50 died that Week of t 
he next Billw 
30th, when the Number of the Pl ague 
St. Giles’s were $3, 
fet down but 
nore: 


a 


But the eas in 
Number ! of whom. they 
Plague: But on an Ex 
the jaftices of the A ace, and at the Lord Mayors S 
there were 


ayy ee 8) 
Mra giye t4 nar Marit 
Lid fray Wd a in LaiGae 2 Ghpeaals 
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were really Sead of th 


Was s fr om 


amination ii 


che Plague. 


} 


aKaete 


the 23d o pire! to the 


20 MOTes 


Se A TE tc 


MEMOLRS of 


had been fer down of the Spotted-Feaver o¢ 

agther Dittempers, befides others concealed. 
[ 1 But thofe were trifling Things to what followed 
| mmediately after ; for now the Weather fet in hot, 
and from the firft Week in Fune, the Infection 
{fpread in a dreadful Manner, and the Bills rife 
high, the Articles of the Feaver, Spotted-Feaver, 
and Teeth, began to fwell: For all that could con- 
ceal their Diftempers, did it to prevent their 
Neighbours fhunning and refufing to converfe 
with them; and alfo to prevent Authority fhut- 
ting up their Houfes, which though it was not 
yet practifed, yet wasthreatned, and People were 
extremely territy'd at che Thoughts of ir. 

The Second Week in Fune, the Parith of- 
ot. Giles’s, where fill the Weight of the Infe&ion 
/ lay, buried 120, whereof though the Bills {aid but 
| 68 of the Plague; every Body {aid there had been 
a sooat lealt, calculating ic from the ufual Number 
| of Funerals in that Parith as above. 

Vill this Week the City continued free, there 
\ having never any died except that one Frenchman, 
| who I mention’d- before, within the whole 97 Pa- 
tithes. Now there died four within the City, one 
in Wood: ftreet, one in Fenchurch ftreet, and two in 
Crooked-lane: Southwark was entirely free, ha- 
, ving not one yet died on that Side of the Water. 
[liv'd without Aldgate about mid-way between 
" Aldgate Church and Uvhite-Chappel- Bars, on the left 
| Hand or North-fide of the Street; and as the 
a Diftemper had not reach’d to that Sideof the City, 
| (an our Neighbourhood continued very eafy: But at 
| at the other End of the Town, their Contfternation 
\ Was very great ; and the richer fortof People, ef- 
f pecially the Nobility and Gentry, from the Weft- 
a Ee of the City throng’d out of Town, with their 
re ‘amilies and Servants in an unufual Manner; and 
a this was more particularly {een in White Chapel ; 
i } that 
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that is to fay,the Broad-ftreet wliere I liy’d: Indeed 
nothing was to be feen but Waggons and Carts, 
with Goods, Women, Servants, Children, ¢%c, 
Coaches fill’d with People of the better Sort, 
and Horfemen attending them, and all hurrying 
away; then empty Waggons, andCarts appeard and 


Spare-horfes with Servants, who ic was apparent 
were returning or fent from the Countries to fetch 
more People: Befides innumerable Numbers of 
Men on Horfeback, fome alone, others with Ser- 
vants, and generally {peaking, all loaded with Bag- 
gage and fitted out for travelling, as any one might 
perceive by their Appearance. 

This was a very terrible and melancholy Thing 
to fee,and as it was a Sight which I con’d not but 
jook on from Morning to Night ; for indeed thete 
was nothing elfe of Moment to be feen, it filled me 
with very ferious Thoughts of the Milery that was 
coming upon the City, and the unhappy Condition 
of thofe that would be left iq ic 

This Hurry of the People was fach for fome 
Weeks, that there was no getting at the Lord- 
Mayor’s Door without exceeding Difficulty 3 there 
was fuch preffing and crouding there to get paffes 
and Certificates of Health, for fuch as travelled 
abroad ; for without thefe, there was no being 
admitted to pafs thro’ the Towns upon the Road, 
or to lodge in any Imn: Now as there had none 
died in the City for all this time, My Lord Mayor 
gave Certificates of Health without any Diffi- 
culty to all thofe who liy’d in the 97 Parifhes, and 
to thofe within the Liberties too for a while. 

This Hurry, Ifay, continued fome Weeks, that 
is to fay, all the Month of May and Fune, and the 
more becaufe it was rumour’d that an order of 
the Government was to be iffued out, to place 
‘Turn-pikes and Barriers on the Road, to prevent 
Peoples 
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Peoples travelling; and that the Towns on the 
Road, would n ot fuffer People from London to pals, 
for tear of bringing th e Infe@tion along with them, 
thou: 


— 


gh neither o thee Rumours had any Foun- 

lation, but in the Imagination; efpecially at firft. 
I now began to conf fider ferioufly with my Self, 

erning my own Cafe, and how I fhould dif- 


o- 


con 

aa of my felf; that is to fay, whether I thould 
refolve to its y in Loxdon, or fhut up my Houfe and 
flee, as many of my Neighbours did. I have 
fet this partictifar down fo fully, becaufe I know 


not but ic may be of Moment to thofe who come 

afcer me, if t they come to be brought to the fame 
Diftrefs, and to the fame Manner of making their 
Choice and therefore I defire thisAccount may pals 
with them, rather for a Diretionto themfelves to 
ac by, than a Hiftory of my actings, feeing it may 
not be of one Farthing value to them to.noté what 
became of me. 

I had two important things before me ; the one 
was the carrying on my Bufinefs and Shop ; 
which was confiderable, and in which was em- 
bark’ d all my Effeéts in the World ; and the other 
was the Prefervation of my Life in fo difmal a 
Calar nity,.as I faw uae tly was coming upon 
the whole City ; and which however great 1t was, 


my Fears perhaps as well as other Peopl es, repre- 
nts d to be much greater than it could be 

The firft Confideration was of great Moment 
to me; my Trade was a Sadler, and as my Deal- 
ings were ‘chiefly not bya a Shop or Chance Trade, 


but among the Merchants, trading to the Englifh 


Colonies in America, fo my Efeats lay very much 
Le hands of fuch. 1 w: is a fing] le Man ” tis true, 
but I had a Family of Servants, who I kept ‘at 


Bufinefs, had a Houle, Pein? and Ware-houfes 


fil’d- with Goods ; and in fhort, to leave them all 
as things infuch a Cafe muit be left, that tseto 
| lay 


a 
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fay, without any Overfeer or Perfon fit to be 
trufted with them, had been to hazard the Lofs 
not only of my I'rade, but of my Goods, and 
‘indeed of all I had in the World. 

I had an Elder Brother at the fame Time in 
London, and not many Years before come. over 
from Portugal; and advifing with him, his Anfwer 
was 1n three Words the fame that was given 
in another Cafe quite different, (v7z.) Mafter fave 
thy felf. Ina Word, he was for my retiring into the 
Country, as he refolv’d to do himfelf with his Fa- 
mily; telling me, what he had it feems, heard a- 
broad, that the beft Preparation for the Plagye 
was to run away fromit. As to my Argument 
of lofing my Trade, my Goods, or: Debts, ‘he 
quite confuted me: He told me the fame thing, 
which J argued for my ftaying, (wiz) That ‘I would 
truft God with my Safety and Health, was the 
ftrongeit Repulfe to my Pretentions of lofing iny 
Trade and my Goods; for; fays he, is it not as 


reafonable that you fhould truft.God with the 


Abad 


Chance or Rifque of lofing your Trade, as that 
you fhould ftay in fo imminent a Point of Danger, 
and trult him with your Life? 

I could not argue that I was in any Strait, as 
to a Place where t® go,*having feveral -Friends 
aiid Relations in Northamptonjbire, whence our Fa- 
mily firft came from; and particularly, I hadan 
only Silter in Lincolnfhire, very willing. to: receive 
and entertain me. : 

My Brother, who had already fent his Wifé and 
two Children into Bedford(bire, and refolv’d. to 
follow them, prefs’d my going ‘very earneftly ; 
and I had once refolv’d to comply with his De- 
fires, but at that time could get no Horfe: For 
tho’ it is true, all the People did hor go out of 
the City of Lowden; yet I may venture to fay, that 
in a manner all. the Horfes did; for there was 
; 2 
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hardly a Horfe to be bought or hired in the 
whole City for fome Weeks. Once I refoiv’d to 
travel on Foot with one Servant; and as many 
did, le at no Inn, but carry a Soldiers Fent with 
ys, and {fo lie in the Fields, the Weather being 
very watm, and no Danger from taking cold: I 
fay; as many did, becaufe feveral did {o at lait, 
efpecially thofe who had been in the Armies in 
the War which had not been many Years. paft; 
and I muft needs fay,that {peaking of fecond Caufes, 
had moft of the People that travelled, done fo, the 
Plague had not been carried into fo many Coun- 
try-Towns and Houfes, as it was, to the great Da- 
mage, and indeed to the Ruin of abundance of 
People. 

But then my Servant who I had intended to 
take down with me, deceiv’d me ; and being 
frighted at the Encreafe of the: Diftemper, and 
not knowing when I fhould go, he rook other Mea- 
fures, and left me, fo I was put off for that Time ; 
and one way o; other, I always found that to ap- 
point to go away was always crofs’d by fome 
Accident or other, fo as to difappoint and put it 
off again; and this brings ina Story which other- 
wile might be thought a needlefs Digreffion, 
@ui%,) abour thefe Difappointments being from 
Heaven. . 

I mention this Story alfo as the beft Method 
Tcan advife any Perfon to rake in fuch a Cafe, e- 
{pecially, if he be one that makes Confcience of 
his Duty, and would be direGed what to do in 
it, namely, that he fhould keep His Eye upon the 
particular Providences which occur at that Time, 
and look upon them complexly, as they regard 
one another, and as altogether regard the Que- 
{tion betore him, and then I think, he may {ately 
take them for Intimations from Heaveh of what a 
is his unqueftion’d Duty to do in fuch a Cafe; 


o 


| 


ts a 


the PLAGUE 13 
I mean as to going away 
Place where we dwe 


fetious Diftemper. 


It came very warmly into my Mind, one 

orning, as I was mufing on this particular thing, 
that as nothing artended us without the Dire@ion 
or Permiffion of Divine Power, fo thefe Difap- 
pOintments moft have fomething in them extraor- 
dinary ; and I ought to confider whether it did 
not evidently point out, or intimate tome, that it 
was the Will of Heaven I thould not go. It im- 
mediately follow’d in my Thoughts, that if itreal- 
ly was from God, that I thould {tay, he was able 
effeGually to preferve me in the midit of all the 
Death and Danger that would furround mes and 
that if I attempted ro feenre my felf by fleeing 
from my Habitation, and a@ed contrary to thefe 
Intimations, which | believed to be Divine, it was 
a kind of flying from God, and that he could 
caufe hts Juftice to overtake me when and where 
he thought fir. 

Thefe thoughts quite turn’d my Refolutions a- 
gain, and when I came to difcourfe with my Bro- 
ther again I told him, that | enclin’d to {tay and 
take my Lot in that Station. in which Ged: had 


from, or ftaying in the 
ll, when vifited with an in- 


| Plac’d me; and that it feem’d to be made more 
efpecially my Duty, on the Account of what I 


have faid 


° 


My Brother,’tho’ a very Religious Man him- 


5 


| felf, laugh at all I had fuggefted about its being 


an Intimation “from Heaven, and told me feveral 
Stories of fuch fool-hardy People, as he call’d them, 
as I was ;-that I ought indeed to fubmit to it as 
a Work of Heaven, if I had been any way difabled 
by Diftempers or Difeafes, and that then not be- 
ing able to go, I Ought to acquiefce in the Dj- 
rection of him, who having been my Maker, had 
an undifputed Right of Soveraignity in difpofing: 
of 
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of me; and that then there had been no Diffi- 
culty to determine which was the Call of his Pro- 
vidence, and which was not: But that I fhould 
take it as an Intimation from Heaven, that I 
fhould not go out of Town, only becaufe Icould 
not hire a Horfe togo, or my Fellow was run away 
that was to attend me, was ridiculous, fince at the 
{ame Lime I had my Health and Limbs, and other 
Servants, and might, with Eafe, travela Day or 
two on foot, and having a good Certificate of 
being in perfe&t Health, might either hire a Horfe, 
or take Poft on the Road, as I thought fit. 
Then he proceeded to tell me of the mifchei- 
vous Confequences which attended the Prefum- 
ption of the Turks and Mabometans in Afia and 
in other Places, where he had been ( for my Bro- 
ther being a Merchant, wasa few Years before, 
as I have already obferv’d, returned from abroad, 


- coming laft. from Lisboz ) and how prefuming up- 


on their profefs’d predeftinating Notions, and of 


“every Man’s End being predetermin’d and unalte- 


rably before-hand decreed, they would go uncon- 
cern’d into infected Places, and converfe with in- 
feGed Perfons, by which Means they died at the 
Rate of Ten or Fifteen Thoufand a- Week, whereas 
the Europeans, or Chriftian Merchants, who kept 
themfelves retired and referv’d, generallyefcap‘d 
the Contagion. | 

Upon thefe Arguments my Brother chang‘d 
my Refolutions again, and1 began to refolve to 
go, and accordingly made all things ready; for § 
in fhort, the InfeGion increafed round me, and | 
the Bills were rifen to almolt 700 a-Week, and 
my Brother told me, he would venture to ftay no 
longer. I defir’d him tolet me confider of it but 
till the next Day, and I would refolve; and 
as I had already prepard every thing as -well@ 
as.I could, as to my Bufinefs, and who to 
traf, 


‘of my Calling, and the Care due from me for 
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cruftmy Affairs with, I had little to do but to re- 


folve. 


I went Home that Evening greatly opprefs’d in 


ly 
e 
Ww 
Wi 


my Mind, irrefolute, and not kno ing what .to 
do ; I had fet the Evening wholly apart to con- 


fider ferioufly about it, and was all alone ; for al- 
ready People had, as it were by a general Con- 
fent, taken up the Cuftom of not going out of 
Doors after Sun-fet, the Reafons I hall have Oc- 
cafion to fay more of | ays and-by. 

In the Retirement of this Evening I endeavou- 
red to refolve firft, what was my Duty to do, 
and I ftated the Arguments with which my Bro- 
ther had prefs’d me to go into the Country, and 
I fet againft ae the {trong Impreifions which 
Thad on my Mind for flaying ; the vilible Call I 
feem’d to have from the particula i Circumftance 


the Prefervation of my Effects, which were, as I 

might fay, my Eftate; alfo the Intimations which 
I thought I had from Heaven, that to me fig- 
nify’d a kind of Direction to venture, and it oc- 
cur'd-to me , that if I had what Fe might ca 
a Dire&ion to ftay, I ought to fuppofe it « 


tain’d a Promife of being preferved, if 1 obey a 
ae _ j Be ds iN A; 1 { 
his lay clofe to me ae) alia my i¥ilnN | > 
; Tor WN > IV, er ia! "7yrthanea 
more and more encouraged to itay than ¢ 
\ . {. 


fupported with a fecret Satisfagi 
be kept : Add to this that turning over the Bible, 
which lay before me, an id while: my Thoughts 
were more than ordinarily ferious upon the Que- 
ftion, I cry 'd out, WELL, J know not what to 
do, Lord dirett me! and the like; and that June 
cure Lh ld ppe n. d to {fiop aaa over the Book at 
the 91/2 Pfam, and cafting my Eye on the fecond 
Verle, Iread on to the Dae Verfe exch 

after, that, included the 10th, as follows. 
fay 9 the Lord, Heis my rejuge, and my joretress, 


ae Oa 
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my God, iw him will I truft. Surely he fhall dée 
liver thee from the fuave of the fowler, and from thé 
noifom peftilence. °He hall cover the with his fea 
thers, and under his wings (halt thou truft : his truth 
fball be thy fhield and buckler. Thou jbalt wot be 
afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow 
that flieth by day : or for the peftilence that walk- 


eth in darknefs: uor for the deftruétion that wafteth 


at noon-day. A thoufand fhall fall at thy fide, and 
ze thoufand at thy right hand: but it foall mot come 
nigh thee. Only with thine Eyes fhalt thou behold and 
See the reward of the wicked. Becaufe thou haft made 
the Lord which is my refuge, even the moft High, thy 
habitation : There fhall no evil befal the, neither jhall 
any plague come nigh thy dwelling, &c. 

I f{carce need telt the Reader, that from that 
Moment I refolv'd that I would ftay in the Town, 
and cafting my felf entirely upon the Goodnefs 
and Protection of the Almighty, would not 
feck any other Shelter whatever ; and that as my 
Times were in his Hands, he was as able to keep 
me in a Lime of the InfeGtion as in a Time of 
Health ; and if he did not think fit to deliver me, 
ftill 1 was in his Hands, and it was meet he fhould 
do with me as fhould feem good to him. 

With this Refolution I went to Bed; and I was 
farther confirm’d in it the'next Day, by the Wo- 
man veing taken ill wich whom J] had intended to 
entruit my Honfe and all my Affairs: But Ihad 
a farther Obligation !aid on me on the fame Side ; 
for the next Day I found my felf very much out 
of Order alfo ; fo that if! would have gone away, 
Tcould not, and I continued ill three or four Days, 
and this intirely determin’d my Stay; fo I took 
my leave of my Brother, who went away to 
Darking in Surry, and afterwards ferch’d a Round 
farther into Buckinghamfbire, or Bedfordfhire, to a 
Retreat he had found out there for his Family. 


It 
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it was a very ill Time to be fick in, for if any 
one complain’d,it was immediately {aid he had the 
Plague ; and tho’ I had indeed no Symptoms of 
that Diftemper, yet being very ill, both in my 
Head and in my Stomach, I was not without Ap- 
prehenfion, that I really was infeGed ; but in a- 
bout three Days I grew better, the third Night 
I refted well, {weated alittle, and was much re- 
frefh’d; the Apprehenfions of its being the Infe- 
&ion went alfo. quite away with my Ilnefs, and I 
went abont my Bufinefs as ufual. 

Thefe Things however put off all my Thoughts 
of going into the Country; and my Brother alfo 
being gone, Ihad no mote Debate either with him; 
or with my felf, on that Subje&: 

It was now mid-July, and the Plague which 
had chiefly rag’d at the other End of the Town, 
and as I faid before, in the Parifhes of St. Giles’s, 
St. Andrews Holbourn, and towards Weftminfter, 
began now to come Eaftward towards the Part 
where Iliv’d. It wasto be obferv’d indeed, that 
it did not come ftrait on towards us ; for the 
City, that isto fay within the Walls, was indif- 
ferent healthy ftjll; nor wasit got then very much 
over the Water into Suuthwark; for tho’ there di- 
ed that Week 1268 of all Diftempers, whereof it 
might be fuppos’d above 900 died of the Plague; 
yet there was but 28 in the whole City, within 
the Walls; and but 19 in Southwark, Lambeth 
Parifh included; whereas in the Parifhes of St. 
Giles, and St. Martins in the Fields alone, there 
died 421, 

But we perceiv'd the InfeGion keept chiefly in the 
out-Parifhes; which being very populous, and 
fuller alfo of Poor; the Diftemper found more to 
prey upon than in the City, as I thall obferve atter- 
watd; we perceiv’'d I fay, the Diftemper to draw 
our Way ; (viz.) by the Parifhes of Clerken Well, 
¢ Crips 
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Cripplegate, Shoreditch, and Bifbopfgate ; which laft 
ae Parifhes joining to Aldgate, White-Chapel, and 
Stepney, the Infection came at length to fpread its 
ntmoft. Ra age and violence in thofe Parts, even 
when it abated, at the Weftern Parifhes where 
it began. 

It was 
r \ 


a ry ftrange to obferve, that in this 
partic wa 


s ve L 
Veeck, from the 4th to the f1th of Fuly, 
when, 2s 1 have ‘obferv’d, there-died near 409 
of the Ce gue in the two Parifhes of St. Martin's, 
and St. Giles in the Fields only, three died in the 
P. arith ideas but four, in the Parifh of White- 
Chapel three ,in the Parifh of Stepney but one. 
L:kewife in the next Week, from the r1th of 
Fuly to the-18th, when the Week’s Bill-was 
1761, yet there died no more of the Plague, on 


the whole Southwark Side of the Water than fix- 


Bot this Face of things foon changed, and it 


began tothicken in Cr ipplegate Parifh “e(pecially, 
and in Clevken W ll; fo, that by ¢ the fecond Week 

in Auguft, Cripplegate Parifh alone, buried eight 
hundre che we Y, fix, 2 oy Beenie Well 55) ; of the 


tie OF the rey and of ihe laft; the 
aid, i450 were of the Plague. 

nth of Fuly, and orhile, as I have 
f Town feem’d to be af- 


> i 
obferv d, out pan of the 
= Pre | 
fpard, in Compartfon of the Weft part, I went or- 
4° six MAAS i > } go oe ve aif 
dinarily about the Streets, as my Bufinefs requir d, 


ty 
\ 


and particularly. went generally, once ina Day, 
or intwo Day V5, into the City, to my Brother's 
Houfe, which he had -given*me charge of, and to 
fee if it was fafe: And having the Key in my 
Pocket, I ufed to go into the Houfe, and over 
moft of the Rooms, to fee/that all was well ; for 
tho’ it be fomething wOnseeel to tell, that any 
fiould have Hearts fo hardned, in the ahs of 
uch 


—" 


th PLAGUE, 19 


fuch a Calamity, as to rob and fteal; yet certain 
it 1s, that all Sorts ‘of Villanies,. and even Le- 
vities and Debaucheries were then practis'd in 
the Town, as openlyas ever, I will not fay quite 
as frequently, becaufe.the Numbers of People 
Were many ways leflen’d. 

But the City it felf began now to be vifite 
too, I mean within the Walls; but the Number 
of People there were indeed extreamly leflen’d by 
fo great a Multitude having been gone into the 
Country ; and even all this Month of Fuly they 
continu'd to flee, tho” not in fuch Multitndes as 
formerly. In Auguf? indeed, they fled in fuch a 
manner, that I began to think, there would be 
really none but Magiftrates and Servants left in 
the City. 

As they fled now out of the City, fo I thould 
obferve, that the Court removed early,. (wiz.) in 
the, Month of Fune, and went to Oxford, where 
it pleas’d God to preferve them; andthe Diftem- 
per did not, as I heacd of, {o muchas touch them ; 
for which I cannot fay, that I ever: fw they 
fhew'd any great Token of Thankfulnefs, and hard- 
ly any thing of Reformation, tho’ they-did noe 
want being told that their crying Vices might, 
without Breach of Charity, be {aid to have gone 
far, in bringing that terrible Judgment upon the 
whole Nation. 

The Face of Lowden was now indeed {trangely 
alter'd, Imean the whole Mafs of Buildings, Ci- 
ty, Liberties, Suburbs, Weftminfter, Southwark and 
altogether ; for as to the particular Part called 
the City, or within the Walls, that was pot yet 
much infected; but in the whole, the Face of 
Things, I fay, was much alcter'd ; Sorrow and 
Sadnefs fat upon every Face; andtho’ fome Pare 

Were not yetoverwhelm’d,yet all look’d deeply con- 
cernd ; and‘as_ we faw it apparently coming ae 
2 Q 
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{o evéry one look’d on himfelf, and his Family; 
as in the utmoft Danger: were it poffible to repre- 
fent thofe Times exactly to thofe that did not fee 
them, and give the Reader due Ideas of the Horror 
that every where prefented it felf, it mutt make 
juft Impreffions upon their Minds, and fill them 
with Surprize. London might well be faid to be 
all in Tears ; the Mourners did not go about the 
Streets indeed, for no Body put on black, or made 
a formal Drefs “@€. Mourning for their neareft 
Friends; but the Voice of Mourning was truly 
heard in the Streets; the fhriecks of Women and 
Childten at the Windows, and Doors of their 
Houfes, where their deareft Relations’ were, pet- 
haps dying, or jult dead, were fo frequent to be 
heard, as we paffed the Streets, that it was ¢> 
‘ nough to pierce the ftouteft Heart in the World, 
to hear them. Tears and Lamentations were feen 
almoft in every Honfe, efpecially in the firft Part 
ef the Vifiration; for towards the latter End, 
Mens Hearts were hardned, and Death was fo al- 
ways before their Eyes, that they did not fo much 
concern themfelves for the Lofs of their Friends, 
expecting, that themfelves fhould be fummoned 
the next Hour. 

BuGnefs led me out fometimes to the orher 
End of the Town, even when the Sicknefs was 
chiefly there ; and as the thing was new to me, 

s well as to every Body elfe, it was a moft fur- 
prifing thing, to fee thofe Streets, which were u- 
{ually fo thronged, now grown defolate, and fo 
few People to be feen in them, that if I had veen 
a Stranger,.and at a Lofs for my Way, I might 
fometimes have gone the Length of a whole Street; 
I mean of the by-Streets, and fee no Body to di- 
ret me, except Watchmen, fet at the Doors of 
Houfes as were fhut up; of which I fhall 


One 
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One Day, being at that Part of the Town, on 
fome fpecial Bufinefs, Curiofity led me to obferve 
things more than ufually ; and indeed I walk’d a 
gteat Way where I had no Bulinefs ; I went up Ab/- 
bouvn, and there the Street was full of People ; but 
they walk’d in the middle of the great Street, nei- 
ther on one Side or other, becaufe, as I fuppofe, 
they would not mingle with any Body that came 
out of Houfes, or meet with Smells and Scents 
from Houfes that might be infected. 

The Inns-ofCourt were all fhut up; nor were 
very many of the Lawyers in the Temple, or 
Lincolns-Inn, or Greyes-Inn, to be feen there. Every 
Body was at peace, there was no Occafion for 
Lawyers; befides, it being in the Time of the Va- 
cation too, they were generally gone into the Coun- 
fry. Whole Rows of Houfes in fome Places, 
were fhut clofe up; the Inhabitants all fled, and 
only a Watchman or two left. 

When I fpeak of Rows of Houfes being fhut 
up, I dononmean fhut up by the Magiftrates ; 
butthat great Numbers of Perfons followed the 
Court, by the Neceflity of their Employments, and 
other Dependencies : and as others retir'd, really 
frighted with the Diftemper, it was a mere defo- 
lating of fome of the Streets; But the Fright was 
not yet near fo great in the City, abftraGly fo 
called ; and particularly becaufe, tho’ they were 
at firftin a moft inexpreffible Confternation, yet as 
I have obferv’d, that the Diftemper intermitted 
often at firft; fo they were as it were, allarm’d, 
and unallarm’d again, and this feyeral times, tll 
it began to be familiar to them ; and that even, 
when it appear’d violent, yet feeing it did not pre- 
fently fpread into the City, or the Haft and 
South Parts, the People began to take Courage, 
and to be, as I may fay, a little hardned-; Ic 
1s true, a vaft many People fled, as I have ob- 
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ferv’d, yet they were chiefly from the We End 
of the Town; and from that we call the Heart 
of the City, that is to fay, among the wealthieft 
of the People; and fuch People as were unincum- 
bred with Trades and Buafinefs: But of the reft, 
the Generality flay’d, and feem’d to abide the 
worlt: So that in the Place we call the Liberties, 
and in the Suburbs, in Southwark, and in the Eaft 
Part, fuch as Wapping, Ratclif, Stepney, Rotherbith,and 
the like, the People generally ftay’d, except here 
and there a few wealthy Families, who, as above, 
did not depend upon their Bufinefs. 

Tt muft not be forgot here, that the City and Sn- 
burbs were prodigioufly full of People, at the time 
of this Vifitation, I mean, at the time that it be- « 
gan; for tho’ [have liv’d to fee a farther Encreafe, - 
and mighty ‘Throngs of .People fettling in Loudon, 
more than ever, yet we had always a Notion, that 
the Numbers of People, which the Wars being o- 
ver, the Armies disbanded, and the Royal Family 
and the Monarchy being reftor’d, had flock’d ta 
Loudon, to fettle into Bufinefs ; or to depend upon, 
and attend the Court for Rewards of Services, Pre- 
ferments, andthe like, was {uch, that the Town 
was computed to have in it above a hundred rhou- 
fand people more thau ever it held before; nay, 
fome took upon them to fay, it had twice as. ma< 
ny, becanfe all the ruin’d Families of the royal 
Party, flock’d hither: All the old Soldiers fer up 
‘Trades here, and abundance. of Families fettied 
here ; again, the Court brought with them a 
great Plux of Pride, and new Fafhions; All Peo- 
ple were grown gay and luxurious; and the Joy 
of the Reftoration had brought a vaft many Fami- 
lies to London. 

I often thought, that as Serufalem was befieg’d 
by the Romans, when the Fews were afflembled.to- 
gether, tocelebrate the Pailoyer, by which means, 
an 
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an incredible Number of People were furpriz’d 
there, who would otherwife have been in other 
Countries: Sothe Plague entred Lowden, when an 
incredible Increafe of People had happened oc- 
cafionally, by the particular Circumftances above- 
nam‘d : As this Conflux of the People, to a youth- 
ful and gay Court, made a great Trade in the 
City, efpecially in every thing that belong’d to, 
Fafhion and Finery ; So it drew by Confequence, 
a great Number of Work-men, Manufacturers, and 
the like, being moftly poor People, who depended 
upon their Labour, And I remember in partieular, 
that in a Reprefentation to my Lord Mayor, of 
the Condition of the Poor, it was eftimated, that, 
there were no lefs than an Hundred Thoufand 
Ribband Weavers in and about the City ; the chie- 
felt Number of whom, lived then in the Parifhes 
of Shoreditch, Stepney, LVhite-chapel, and Bifbopfeate ; 
that namely, about Sprttle-fields ; that is to fay, 
as Spiitle fields was then; for it was not fo large 
as now, &Pone fifth Parr. 

By this however, the Number of People inthe 
whole may be judg’d of ; and indeed, Toften won- 
dred, that after the prodigious Numbers of Peo- 
ple that went away at firft, there was yet fo 
great a Multitude left, as it appear’d there was. 

But I muit go back again to the Beginning of 
this Surprizing Time, while the Fears of the 
People were young, they were encreas’d ftrangely 
by feveral odd Accidents, which put altogethee, 
it was realy a wonder the whole Body of the 
People did not rife as one Man, and abandon 
their Dwellings, leaving the Place as a Space of 
Ground defigned by Heaven for an Akeldama, 
doom’d to be deftroy’d from the Face of the 
Earth ; and that all that would be found in it, 
would perifh with it. J fhall Name but a few 


of thefe Things; but fure they were fo many, and 
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fo many Wizards and cunning People propagating 
them, that I have often wonder’d there was any; 
(Women efpecially,) left behind. 

In the firft Place, a blazing Star or Comet ap- 
pear'd for feveral Months before the Plague, as 
there did the Year after another, alittle before the 
Fire; the old Women, and the Phlegmatic Hy- 
pocondriac Part of the other Sex, who I could al- 
moft call old Women too, remark’difefpecially after- 
watd tho’ not, till both thofeJudgments'were over,) 
that thofe two Comets pafs’d: dire@ly over the 
City, and that fo very near the Houfes, that it 
was plain, they imported fomething peculiar to 
the City alone ; thac the Comet before the Pefti- 
lence, was of a.faint, dull; languid Colour, and 
its Motion very, heavy, folemn and flow: But 
that the Comet before the Fire, was bright and 
fparkling or as others faid, flaming, and its 
Motion {wift and furious; and that accord- 
ingly, One foretold a heavy Judgment, flow but 
fevere, terrible and frightful, as was the Plagues 
But the other foretold a Stroak, fudden, {wift, and 
fiery as the Conflagration ; nay, fo particular fome 
People were; that as they look’d upon that Co- 
met preceding the Fire, they fancied that they not 
only faw it pafs {wiftly and fiercely, and cond pet- 
ceive the Motion with their Eye, but even they 
heard it; that it made a rufhing mighty Noile, 
fierce and tertible, tho’ at a diftance, and but jult 
perceivable, 

* T{aw both thefe Stars; and I muft confefs, had 
fo much of the common Notion of fuch Things in 
my Head, that] was apt to look upon them, as 
che Forerunners and Warnings of GodsJudgments ; 
and efpecially when afterthe Plague had followed 
the firft, Il yet faw another of the like kind; I 
could not but fay, God had not yet {ufficiently 
{conrg d the City. | 

But 


th PLAGUE 25 


But I cou’d not atthe fame Time carry thefe 
Things to the heighth that others did, knowing 
too, that natural Caufes are affign’d by the Aftro- 
nomers for fuch ‘Things; and that their Motions, 
and even their Revolutions arecalculated, or pre- 
ded to be calculated ; fo that they cannot be fo 
perfe@ly call’d the Fore-runners, or Fore-teliers, 
much lefsthe procurers of fuch Events, as Petti- 
lence, War, Fire, and the like. 

Bat let my Thoughts, and the Thoughts of the 
Philofophers be, or have been what they will, 
thefe Things had a more then ordinary Influence 
upon the Minds of the common People, and they 
had almoft univerfal melancholly Apprehenfiong , 
of fome dreadful Calamity and Judgment com- ~* 
ing upon the City; and this principal ly from 
the Sight of this Comet, and the little Allarm 
that was givenin December, by two People dying 
at St. Giles’s, as above. 

The Apprehenfions of the People, were likc~ 
wife itrangely encreas’d by the Error of 
‘Times ; in which, I think, the People, from what 
Principle I cannot imagine, were more adicted 
to Prophefies, and Aftrological Conjurations, 
Dreams, and old Wives Tales't than ever they 
were before or fince: Whether this unhappy 
Temper was originally raifed by the Follies of 
fome People who got Money by it ; that is to fay, 
by printing Prediétions, and Proguoltications i 
know not; but certain it is, Book’s frighted them 
terribly ; fuch as Lily's Alm sanack, Gadbury’s A- 
logical Predictions; Poor Robiz’s Almanack and 

the like ; alfo feveral pretended religious Books 5 
one entituled, Come out of her my People, leaft you 


be partaker of her Plagues ; another call 'd, Fair Warn- 


ing ; another, Britains Remembrancer, and many 
fuch; all, or moft Part of which, foretold direct- 
ly or covertly the Ruin of the City: Nay, fome 

| | were 
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were fo Enthufiaftically bold, as torun about the 
Streets, with their Oral Predi@ions, pretending 
they were fent to preach tothe City ; and One 
in particular, who, like! Fonah to Nenevah, cry’d 
in the Streets, yet forty Days, aud LONDON 
(ball be deftroy’d, 1 will not be pofitive, whether 
he faid yet forty Days, or yeta few Days. Ano- 
ther run about Naked, except a pair of Drawers 
about his Waite, crying Day and Night ; like a 
Man that Yofephus mentions, who ery’d, woe to 
Ferufalem ! a little before the DeftruGion of that 
City: So this poor naked Creature cry’d, O! the 
Great, and the Dvreadful God! and {aid no mote, 
but repeated thofe Words continually, with a 
Voice and Countenance full of horror, a {wift 
Pace, and no Body cou’d ever find him to ftop, 
or reft, or take any Suftenance, at leaft, that ever 
I coud hear of. I met this poor Creature feve- 
ral Times in the Streets, and would have fpoke 
tohim, but he would not enter into Speech with 
me, or any oneelfe ; but held on his difmal Cries 
continually. 

Vhefe Things terrified the People to the laf 
Degree; and ef{pecially when two or three Times, 
as I have mentioned already, they found one or 
two in the Bills, dead of the Plague at St. Giles. 
Next to thefe publick Things, were the Dreams 
ofold Women: Or, I fhould fay, the Interpre- 
tation of old Women upon other Peoples Dreams ; 
and. thefe put abundance of People even out of 
their Wits: Some heard Voices warning .them to 
be gone, for that there would be fuch a Plague 
™m Loudon, {o that the Living would not be able 
to bury the Dead: Others faw Apparitions in 
the Air; and I mnit be allow’d to fay of both, I 
hope with out breach of Charity, that they heard 
Voices that never fpake, and faw Sights that ne= 
ver appeard; but the Imagination of the People ; 

Was 
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was really tutn’d wayward and poflefs’d: And no 
Wonder, if they, who were poreing continually 
at the Clouds, faw Shapes and Figures, Repre- 
fentations and Appearances, which had nothing 
in them, but Air and Vapour. Here they told 
us, they faw a Flaming-Sword held in a Hand, 
coming out of a Cloud, with a Point hanging 
directly over the City. There they faw Herfes, 
and Coffins in the Air, carrying to be buried. 
And there again, Heaps of dead Bodies lying un- 
buried, and the like; juft as the Imagination of 
the poor terrify’d People furnifh’d them with Mat 
ter to work upon. 


So Hypocondriac Fancy’s reprefeut 

Ships, Armies, Battles, in the Firmameni: 
Till fleady Eyes; the Exhalations folve, 
And ali to its frft Matter, Cloud, vefolve. 


I cou'd All this Account with the ftrange Rela~ 
tions, {uch People gave every Day, of what they 


had feen ;_ and every one was fo pofitive of their 
having feen, what they pretended 2, that 
there was no contradicting them, w; vt Breach 
of Friendihip, or being accounted teAé and un= 


mannerly onthe one Hand, and prophane and jm- 
penetrable on the other. One time before the 
Plague was begun, (otherwife than asI have {aid 
in St. Giles’s,) I think it was in March, feeing a 
Crowd of People in the Street, I join’d with them 
to fatisfy my Curiofity, and found them all ftaring 
up into the Air, to fee what a Woman told them 
appeared plain to her, which was an Angel cloth’d 


in white, with a fiery Sword in his Hand, waving 


it, or brandidhing it over his Head. She defcrib- 
ed every Part of the Figure tothe Life; thew'd 
them the Motion, and the Rorm; and the poor 
People came into it fo eagerly, and with fo mee 
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a Readinefs; YES, J fee it all plainly, {ays one: 
There's the Sword as plain as caw’ be. Another faw 
the Angel. One faw his very Face, and cry’d 
out, What a glorious Creature he was! One faw 
one thing, and one another. I look’d as earneftly 
as the reft, but, perhaps, not with fo much Wil- 
lingnefs to be impos’d upon; and I faid indeed, 
that I could fee nothing, but a white Clond, bright 
onone Side, by the fhining of the Sun upon the 
other Part. ‘The Woman endeavour’d to fhew it 
me, but could not make me confefs, that I {aw it, 

which, indeed, if I had, I muft have lied: But - 
the Woman turning upon me, look’d in my Face, 
aud fancied I langh’d; in which her Imagination 
deceivd her too; for I really did not laugh, but 

Vall was very.ferioufly refleGting how the poor People 
" were terrify d, by the Force of their own Imagina- 
i tion. However, fhe turned from me, call’d me 
prophane Fellow, and a Seoffer ; told me, that it 
was a time of God’s Anger, and dreadful Judg- 
ments were approaching ; and that Defpifers, fuch 

as1, fhould wonder and perifb. 

The People about her feem’d difgufted as well 
as the; and I found there was no perfwading 
them, thar I did not laugh at them; and that I 
fhould be rather mobb’d by them, than be able 
to undeceive them. So I left them ; and this Ap- 
pearance pafs’d for as real, as rhe Blazing Star 
it felf. | 

Another Encounter I had in the open Day alfo: 
And this was. in going thro’ a narrow Paflage 
from Petty- France into Bifhopfeate Church Yard, bya 
Row of Alms-Honfes ; there are twoChurch Yards 
to Bifbopfyate Church, or Parifh ; oné we go over 

_to pafs from the Place call’d Petty-France into Bi- 
foopfeateStreet, coming out juft by the Church Door, 
the other ison the fide of the narrow Paflage, 
where the Alms-Houfes are on the left; and a 
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Dwarf-wall with a Palifadoe on it, on the right 
Hand ; and the City Wall on the other Side, more 
to the right. 

In this narrow Paffage ftands a Man looking 
thro” between the Palifadoe’s into the Burying 
Place ; and as many People as the Narrownefs of 
the Paflage would admit to ftop, without hindting 
the Paffage of others; and he was talking mighty 
eagerly to them, and pointing now to one Place, 
then to another, and affirming, that he faw a 
Ghoft walking upon fuch a Grave Stone there; 
he defcrib’d the Shape, the Pofture, and the Move- 
ment of it fo exa@ly, that it was the greateft Mat- 
ter of Amazementto him in the World, that every 
Body did not fee it as well as he. On a fudden 
he would ery, There i is: Now it comes this Way: 
Then, dis turn’d back ; tillat length he perfuaded 
the People into fo firm a Beltef of it, that one fan- 
cied he faw it, and another fancied he faw it; 
and thus he came every Day making a ftrange 
Hubbub, confidering it was in fo narrow a Paf- 
fage, till Bihop/gate Clock {truck eleven ; and then 
the Ghoft would feem to ftart; and as if he were 
call’d away, difappear’d ona fudden. 

I look’d earneftly every way, and at the very 
Moment; that this Man direGted, but could not 
fee the leaft Appearance of any thing; but fo po- 
fitive was this poor man, that he gave the People 
the Vapours in abundance, and fent them a= 
way trembling, and frighted; till at length, few 
People, that knew of it, card to go thro’ that 
Paflage ; and hardly any Body by Night, on any 
Account whatever. 

This Ghoft, as the poor Man afiirm’d, made 


Signs to the Houfes, and to the Ground, and to 


the People, plainly intimating, or elfe they fo un- 
derftanding it, that Abundance of the People, 
fhould come to be buried in that Church=x ard 5 
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as indeed happen’d: But thar he faw fuch Af 
pedis, I muft acknowledg, I fever believ’d ; nor 
could I fee any thing of it my felf tho’ I look’¢ 
moft earneltly to fee it, if poffible. 

Thefe things ferve to thew, how far the People 
were really overcome with Deilufions ; and as 
they~had a Notion of the Approach of a Vifita- 
t10n, all their Predi&ions run upon a moft dread- 
ful Plague, which fhould lay the whole City, and 
even the Kingdom wafte; and fhould deftroy al- 
moft all the Nation, both Man and Beaft. 

To this, as I faid before, the Aftrologers added 
Stories of the Conjun@ions of Planets in a malig- 
nant Manner, and with a mifchievous Influence ; 
one of which Conjun@ions was to happen, and 
did happen, in Oétober; and the other in Novem- 
ber; and they filled the Peoples Heads with Prc- 
ditions on thefe Signs of the Heavens, intimat- 
ing, that thofe Conjunétions fortold Drought, Fa- 
mine, and Peftilence; in the two firft of them how- 
ever, they were entirely miftaken, For we had no 
droughty Seafon, but in the beginning of the Year, 
ahard Froft, which lafted from December almoft 
to March ; and after that moderate Weather, rather 
watm than hot, with refrefhing Winds, and in 
fhort, very feafonable Weather; and alfo feverat 
very great Rains. 

Some Endeavors were ufed to fupprefs the 
Printing of fuch Books as territy’”d the People, 
and to frighten the difperfers of them, fome of 
whom were taken up, but nothing was done in 
it, asjl am inform’d ; The Government being un- 
willing to exafperate the People, who were, as / 
may fay, all out of their Wits already. 

Neither can I acquit thofe Minifters, that 
in their Sermons, rather funk, than lifted up. the 
Hearts of their Hearers; many of them nodoube 
did it far the ftrengthning the Refolution of the. a 
Peopley' 


| 
| 


1 


! 


| 
| 


the BLA G UE 31 


| People; and efpecially for quickning them to'Re- 
pentance ; but it certainly anfwer’d not their End, 
at leaft not in Proportion to the injury it did ano-. 
i ther Way ; and indeed, as God himfelf thro’ the 
whole Scriprures; rather draws to him by Invitati- 


J ons, and calls to turn to him and live, than drives 


us by Terror and Amazement; Sol mutt confefs, 


| I thought the Minifters fhould have done alfo, 


imitating our blefled Lord and Matter in this, that 


his whole Gofpel, is full of Declarations from 
| Heaven of Gods Mercy, and his readinefs to re- 
| ceive Penitents, and forgive them ; complaining, 


ye will not come unto me, that ye may have Life; 3 
and that ay his Gofpel is called the os 
of Peace, andthe Gofpel of Grace. 

But we had fome good Men, and that of all 
Perfuafions and Opinions, whofe Difcourfes were 
full of Torror ; who {poke nothing but difmal, 
Things ; and as they brought the People together 
with a kind of Horror, fent them away in Tears, 
prophefying nothing but evil Tidings ; terrifying 
the People with the Apprehenfions of being utter- 
ly deftroy’d, not guiding them, at leaft not enough, 
to Cry to Heaven for Mercy. 

It was indeed, a Time of very unhappy Breaches 
among us in matters of Religion: Innumerable 
Seats, and Divifions, and feperate Opinions pre- 
vail'd among the People; the Church of England 
was reftor’d indeed with the Reftoration of the 
Monarchy, about four Year before; but the Mi- 
nifters and Preachers of the Presbyterians, and 
Independants, and of all the other Sorts of Pro- 
feffions, had begun to gather feperate Societies, 
and fie: Altar ean Altar, and all thofe had 
_their Meetings = Worfhip apart, as-they have 
but not fo many then, the Diffenters being not 
thorowly form "d intoa Body as they are fince, and 


re, 
thofe Congregations which were thus gather’d to- 
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gether, were yet but few; and even thofes that 
were, the Government. did not allow, but endea- 
vourd to fupprefs them, and dhut yp their Meet- 
ings. 

But the Vifitation reconcil’d them again, at 
leaft fora Time, and many of the: beft and moft 
valuable Minifters and Preachers of the Diflen- 
ters, were fuffer’d to go into the Churches, where 
the Incumbents were fled away, as many were, not 
being able to ftand it; and the People flockt with- 
out DiftinGion to heat them preach, not much in- 
quiring who or what Opinion they were of: But 
after the Sicknefs was ovef, that Spirit of Charity 
abated, and every Church being again fupply’d 
with their own Minifters, or others prefented, 
where the Minifter was dead, Things return’d to 
their old Channel again. 

OneMilchief always introduces another: Thefe 
Terrors and Apprehenfions of the People, led 
them into a Thoufand weak, foolith, and wicked 
Things, which, they wanted not a Sort of People 
really wicked, to encourage them to ; and this 
was running about to Fortune-tellers,Cunning-men, 
and Aiftrologers, to-know their Fortune, or,as 
tis vulgarly exprefs’d, to have their Fortunes told 
them, their Nativities calculated, and the like ; 
and this Folly, prefently made the Town {warm 
with a wicked Generation of Pretenders to Ma- 
gick, to the Black Art, as they call’d it, and I know 
not what ; Nay, to a Thoufand worfe Dealings 

with the Devil,than they were really guilty of ; and 
this Trade grew fo open, and fo generally practi- 
fed, that it became common to have Signs and 
Infcriptions fet up at Doors; here lives.a For- 
tune-teller; here lives an’ Aftrologer; here: you 
may have your Nativity calculated, and thelike; 
and Fryar Bacous’s Brazen-Head, which wasthe 
ufual Sign of thefe Peoples Dwellings, was to be 
{een 
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feen almoft in every Street, or elfe the Sign of Mo- 
ther Shipton, or of Merlin’s Head, and the like. 
With what blind, abfurd, and ridicuious Stuf; 
thefe Oracles of the Devil pleas’d and fatisfy’d. 
the People, I really know not; but certain it is, 
that innumerable Attendants crouded about their 
Doors every Day ; and if but a grave Fellow in 
a Velvet Jacket, a Band, and a black Cloak, which 
was the Habit thofe Quack Conjurers generally 
went in, was but feen inthe Streets, the People 
would follow them, in Crowds and ask them Que- 
{tions, as they went. along. : 
{ need not mention, what a horrid Delufion 
this was, or what it tended to; but there wag 
no Remedy for it, till the Plague it felf put an 
End to it all ; and I fuppofe, clear’d the Town of 
moft of thofe Calculators themfelves. One Mif- 
chief was, that if the poor People ask’d thefe mock 
Aftrologers, whether there would be a Plague, or 
no? they all agreed inthe general to anfwer, Yes, 
for that kept up their Trade; and had the People 
not been kept ina Fright about that, che Wizards 
would prefently have been rendred ufelefs, and their 
Craft had been at an end: But they always talked 
to them of fuch and {uch Influences of the Stars, 
of the Conjunétions of fuch and fuch Planets; 
which mutt neceflarily bring Sicknefs and Diftem- 
pers, and confequently the Plague: And fome bad 
the Affurance to rell them, the Plague was begun 
already, which was too true, tho’ they that faid fo, 
knew nothing of the Matter. 
The Minitters, to do them Juftice, and Preachers 
of moft Sorts, that were ferious and underftanding 
Perfons, thundred again{t thefe, and other wicked 
Praécifes, and expofed the Foliy as well as the Wick- 
ednefs of them together ; And the moft fober and 
judicious People defpis’d and abhor’d them: But 
it was impoffible to make any Impreffion upon the 
D midling 
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midling People, and the workinflabouring Poor ; 
their Fears were predominant, over all their Paf- 
Gions; and they threw away their Money in a moft 
diftta&ed Manner upon thofe Whymfies. Maid-Ser- 
vants efpecially and Men-Setrvants, were the chief 
of their Cuftomers; and their Queftion generally 
was, after the firlt demand of, ill there be a Plague 2 
I fay, thenext Queltion was, Oh, Sir! For the Lora’s 
Sake, what will become of me ? Will my Miftrefs keep me, 
or will fhe turn me of ? Will fhe flay here, ov will fhe go 
into the Country 2 And if fhe goes into the Country, will 
fhe take me with her, or leave me here to be ftarv’d and 
undone. And the like of Men-Servants. 

The Truth is, the Cafe of poor Servants was 
very cifmal, as I fhall have occafion to mention a- 
sain by and by; for it was apparent, a prodigious 
Wumber of them would be turn d away; andit was 
them abundance perifhed ; and particu- 
thofe that thefe falfe Prophets had flattered 

ses, that they fhould be continuedin their 
Services, and carried with their Mafters and Mi- 
ftreffes into the Country ; and had not publick 
Charity provided for thefe poor Creatures, whole 
Number was exceeding great, and in all Cafes: of 
Jature mutt be fo, they would have been in 


che worft Condition of any People in the City. 


Thefe ‘Things agitated the minds of the com- 
mon People for many Months, while.the firft Ap- 
prehenfions, were upon them ; and while the Piague, 

< 


was not, aS J may fay, yet broken out: But Imuit 
alfo noc forget, that the more fefious Part of the 


Government encovraged their Devotion, and ap- 
inted publick Prayers, and Days of fafting and 
fJumiliation, to make publick Confeffion of Sin, 
nd implore the Mercy of God, to avert the dread- 
ul Jodgment, which hung over their Heads ; and 
it is not to be exprefsd-with what Alacrity thes¢ 

People’ 
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People of all perfuafions enbraced the Occafion 3 
how they flock’d to the Churches and Meetin ngs, 

and they were all fothrong’d, that there was a 
no coming near, no, not to the 1 very Doors of tl 
largelt Churches ; Alfo there were dail; ) Prayers of 
pointed Morning and Evening at fer veral Churches, 

nd Days of private praying at other Places; at 
all which the People attended, I fay with an une 
common Devotion: Several private Families alfo, 
as well of one Opinion as of another, kept Fa- 
mily Falts, to which they admitted their near Re= 
lations only : Sothatin a eer thofe People, who 
were really ferious and religious, apply ‘d them 
felves in a truly Chriftian Manner, to the proper 
Work of Repentance and Humiliation, asa Chris 
{tian People ought to do. 

Again the pub! lick fhew’d, that they would 
bear “their Share in thefe Things ; the very Court, 
which was then Gay and Luxurious, put on a 
re of juft Concern, for the publick Danger : 

All the Plays and Interludes, which after the Man- 
net of the French Court, had been fet up, and be-= 
gan to encreafe among us, were forbid to Ad; 
the gaming Tables, publick d ancing Rooms, and 
Mufic Houfes which multiply’d, and be 2 sang. de 
bauch the Manners of the People, were fhut up 
and fupprefs’d ; and the Jack-pudding gs, Merrya 
andrews, Puppet-f fhows, NODE dancers, and fuch 
like doings, which had bewitch’d the poor common 
People, dfhut up their Shops, fi nding indeed no 
Trade; for the Minds of the People, were agitated 
with other t Things 5 and a kind of Sadnefs and 
Horror atthefe T! hings, fat upon the Cour ntenances, 
even of the common “People ; Death was before 
their Eyes, and every Body began to think of their 
Graves, not of Mirth and Diverfions. 

But even thofe whaqjefome Aeteige which 
rightly manag’d, would have moft happily led»the 
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People to fall upon their Knees, make Confeffion of 
their Sins, and look up to their merciful Saviour 
for Pardon, imploreing his Compaffion on them, 
in fuch a Lime of their Diftrefs; by which, we 


might have been asa fecond Nineveh, had a quite , 


contrary Extremein the common People ;_ who ig- 
norant and ftupid in their Refledions, as they were 
brutithly wicked and thoughtlefs before, were 
now led by their Fright to exrremes of Folly ; and 
as 1 have faid before, that they ran to Conjurers 
and Witches, and all Sorts of Decievers, to know 
what fhould become of them ; who fed their Fears, 
and kept them always alarm’d, and awake, on 
prrpofe to delude them, and pick their Pockets: 
So, they were as mad, upon their running after 
Quacks, and Mountebanks, and every praifing 
cid Woman, for Medicines and Remedies; ftore- 
ing themfelves with fuch Multitudes of Pills, Po- 
tions, and Prefervatives, asthey were call'd ; that 
they not only {pent their Money, but even poifon'd 
themfelves before-hand, for fear of the Poifon of 
the Infection, and prepar’d their Bodies for the 
Plague, inftead of preferving them againft ir. On 
the other Hand, it is incredible, and fearce to be 
imagin’d, how the Pofts of Houfes, and Corners 
of Streets were plafter’d over with Doétors Bills, 
and Papers of ignorant Fellows; quacking and 
tampering in Phyfick, and inviting the People to 
come to them for Remedies; which was generally 
fet off, with fuch flourifhes as thefe, (wz.) IN- 
FALLIBLE preventive Pills againft the Plague: 
NEVER-FAILINC Prefervatives againift the 
Infetion. SOVERAIGN Cordials againft 
the Corruption of the Air EXACT Regu- 
lations for the Condu@ of the Body, in Cafe of 
an Infe@ion: Antipeftilential Pills. INCOM PA- 
RABLE Drink again jhe Plague, never found 
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outbefore An UNIVERSAL Remedy for 
the Plague. The ONLY-T RUE Plague-Wa- 
tr. The ROYAL-ANTIDOTE againf 
all Kinds of Infe@ion ; and fuch a Number more 
that I cannot reckon up; and it I could, would 
- fiill a Book of themfelves to fet them down. 

Others fet up Biils, to fummons People to their 
Lodgings for DireGtions and Advice in the Cafe of 
InfeG@ion : Thefe had {pacious Titles alfo, fuch as 
theie. 


An eminent High- Dutch Phyfician, newly. come over 
from Holland, where he vefided during all the Time °- 
of the great Plague, laft Year, in Amiterdam; and 
cured multitudes of People, that aitualy had. the 
Plague upon them. Se yaa 

Aw\talian Gentlewoman juft arrived fromNaptes,. 
having a choice Secret to prevent Infection,” which 

_foe found out by her great Expertence, and did won 
devful Cures with it in the late Plague there ; 
wherein there died 20000 in one Day. 

An autient Gentlewoman having prattifed, with great 
Succefs, in the late Plague in this Cizy, Anno 1636, 
gives her advice only to the Female Sex. Toxbe 
Jpoke with, &c. %, 

An expevienc’d Phyfician, who has long fiudied the 
the Doktrine of Antidotes againfi all Sorts of Poi- 
fou and Infeétion, has after 40 Years Praétife,ar- 
rived to [uch Skill, as may, with God's Bleffine, 
divett Pevfons how to prevent their being toielrd 

by any Contagious Diftemper whatfoever. He'dig 

veéts the Poor gratis. ae 


I take notice of thefe by way of Specimen: J] 
could give you two or three Dozen of the like, and 
yet have abundance left behind. °*Tis fufficiese 
from thefe to apprife any one, of the Humour of 
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thofe Times; and how a Set of Thieves and Pick- 
pockets, not only robb’d and cheated the poor Peo- 
ple of their Money, but poifoned their Bodies 
with odious and fatal preparations; fome with 
Mercury, and fome with other things as bad, per- 
feGtly remote from the Thing pretended to; and 
rather hurtful than fervicable to the Body in cafe 
an Infection followed. 

I cannot omit a Subtiltry of one of thofe Quack- 
operators, with which he gull’d the poor People 
to croud about him, but did nothing for them with- 
out Money. He had it feems, added to his Bills, 
which he gave about the Streets, this Advert.fe- 
ment in Capital Letters, (wiz.) He gives Advice ta 
the Poor for nothing. 

Abundance of poor People’came to him according- 
ly, to whom he made a great many fine Speeches ; 
examin’d them of the State of their Health, and 
of the Conftitution of their Bodies, and told them 
many good things for them to do, which were of no 
great Moment: But the Iffue and Conelufion of all 
was, that he had a preparation, which if they 
took fuch a Quantity of, every Morning, he would 
pawn his Life, they fhonld never have the Plague, 
no, tho’ they lived in the Honfe with People that 
were infeted:, This made the People ail refolve 
to have it ; But then the Price of that was fo much, 
I think ‘twas half-a-Crown: But, Sir, fays one poor 
Woman, I am a poor Alms-Woman, and am kept by 
the Parifb, and your Bills fay, you give the Poor 
your help for nothing. Ay, good Woman, fays 
the DoGer, fo Ido, as I publifh’d there. I give 
my Advice to the Poor for nothing ; but not my 
Phyfick. Alas, Sir! fays fhe, that is a Snare laid 
for the Poor then; for you give them your Ad- 
vice for nothing, that is to fay, you advife them. 
gratis, to buy your Phyfick for their Money; fo 
does 


does every Shop-keepe 
Woman began to give $, and 

his Door all that Day, tellin Tale to 

People that came, till the DoGor finding fhe turn’d 
away his Cuftomers was oblig’d to call her up 
Stairs again, and give is Box of Phyfick for 
nothing, which, perhaps too was good for nothing 
when fhe had it. 

But to return to the people, whofe Confufions 
fitted them to be impos’d upon by allSorts of 
Pretenders, and by every Mountebank. There is 
no doubt, but thefe quacking Sort of Fellows rais‘d 
great gains out of the miferable People; for we 
daily found, the Crouds that ran after them were in- 
finitely greater, and their Doors were more throng 
ed than thofe of Dr. Brooks, Dr. Upton, Dr. Hodges, 
Dr. Berwick, or any, tho’ the moft famous Men of 
the Time : And I was told, that fome of them got 
five Pound a Day by their Phyfick. 

But there was ftill another Madnefs beyond all 
this, which may ferve to give an Idea of the di- 
ftraGted humour of the poor People at that Time ; 
and this was their following a worfe Sort of 
Deceivers than any of thefe; for thefe petty Thieves 
only deluded them to pick their Pockets, and get 
their Money; in which their Wickednefs, whate- 
ver it was, lay chiefly on the Side of the Decei- 
vers deceiving, not upon the Deceived:: But in 
this Part lam going co mention, it lay-chiefly in 
the People deceiv’d, or equally in both ; and'this 
was in wearing Charms, Philters, Exorci{ms, Ax 
mulets, and I know not what Preparations, to for- 
tify the Body with them againit the Plague; as if 
the Plague was not the Hand of God, but a kind 
of a Poffeffion of an evil Spirit ; and that it. was to 
be kept off with Croffings, Signs of the Zodiac, 
Papers tied up with fo many Knots; and certain 

_ Words, or Figures written on them, as particular- 
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ly the Word Abracadabra, form’d in Triangle, o¢ 
Pyramid, thus. 


ABRACADABRA 
ABRACADABR Others had the Jefuits 


ABRACADAB Mark in a Crofs. 
ABRACADA 
ABRACAD IH 
ABRACA 5° 
ABRAC ; 
A ABRA Others nothing but this 
7) ABR : Mark thus. 


I might {pend a great deal of Time in my Ex- 
clamations again{t the Follies, and indeed Wick- 
ednefs of thofe things, in a Time of fuch Danger, 
in a matter of fuch Confequences as this, of a 
National Infetion, But my Memorandums of thefe 
things relate rather to take notice only of the Fac, 
and mention that it was fo: How the poor People 
found the Infufficiency of thofe things, and how 
many of them were afterwards carried* away in 
the Dead-Carts, and thrown into the common 
Graves of every Parifh, with thefe hellifh Charms 
and Trumpery hanging about their Necks, re- 
mains to be {poken of as we go along. : 

All this was the Effe& of the Hurry the People 
were in, after the firft Notion of the Plague be- 
ing at hand was among them; And which may 
be faid to be from about Michaelmas 1664, but 
more particularly after the two Men died in St 
Giles's, in the Beginning of December. And a- 
gain, after another Alarm in February; for when 
the Plague evidently fpread ic felf, they foon be- 
gan to fee the Folly of trufting to thofe unper- 
forming Creatures, who had Gull’d them of their 
i | Money, . 


| 
| 6 


| 
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Money, and then their Fears work’d another 
Way, namely, to Amazement and Stupidity, noc 
knowing what Courfe to take, or what to do, 
either to help or relieve themfelves ; but they ran 
about from one Neighbours Houfe to another ; 
and even inthe Streets, from one Door to anothér 
with repeated Cries, of, Lord have Mercy upon’ us, 
what {hall we do? . 

Indeed, the poor People were to be pity’d ih one 
particular Thing, in which they had little or no 
Relief, and whichI Defire to mention witha {eri- 
ous Awe and Refle&ion ; which perhaps, every 
one that reads this, may not relifh: Namely, that 
whereas Death now began not, as we may fay, to 


‘hover over evety ones Head only, but to look in- 


to their Houfes, and Chambers, and ftare in their 
Faces : Tho’ there might be fome ftupidity, and 
dullnefs of the Mind, and there was fo, a great 
deal; yet, there was a great deal of juft Alarm, 
founded into the very inmoft Soul, if I may fo fay 
of others: Many Confciences were awakened; 
many hard Hearts melted into Tears ; many a peni- 
tent Confeffion was made of Crimes long concealed : 
would wound the Sonls of any Chriftian, to have 
heard the dying Groans of many a defpairing Crea- 
ture, andnone durft come near to comfort them - 
Many a Robbery, many a Murder, was then con- 
feft aloud, and no Body furviving to Record the 
Accounts of it. People might be heard even inro the 
Streets as we pafs'd along, calling upon God forMer- 
cy, thro Jefus Chrift, and faying, Ihave beena Thief, 
I have been an Adulterer, I have been a Murderer, 
and the like ; and none durit ftop to make the leaft 
Inquiry into fuch Things, or to adminifter Com- 


‘fort tothe poor Creatures, that in the Anguith both 


of Soul and Body thus cry’dout. Some of the 
Minifters did Vific the Sick atfirft, and for a lit- 
tle while, but it was not to be done ; it would 
i : have 
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have been prefent Death, to have gone into fome 
Honfes: The very buryers of the Dead, who were 
the hardnedeft Creatures in Town, were fome- 
times beaten back, and foterrify’d, that they durft 
not go into Honles, where the whole Families were 
{wept away together, and where the Circumftan- 
ces were more particularly horrible asfome were ; 
but this was indeed, atthe firft Heat of the Di- 
{temper. | 

‘Time enur’d them to it all; and they ventured 
every where afterwards, without Hefitation, as I 
Occafion to mention at large hereafter. 

Lam fuppofing now, the Plague to be begun, as 
T have faid, and that the Magiftrates begun to 
take the Condition of the People, into their fertous 
Confideration ; what they did. as to the Regula- 
tion of the Inhabicants, and of infected Families. 
I fhall {peak to by it felf; but as ‘tothe Affair 
of Health, it is proper to mention. it here, that 
having feen the foolllh Humour of the People, in 
running after Quacks, and Mountebanks, Wizards, 
and Fortuner tellers, which they did as above, even 
‘to Madnefs. The Lord Mayor, avery fober and 
religious Gentleman appointed Phyficians and Sur- 
geons for Relief ot the poor; I mean, the difeaf- 
ed poor; and in particular, order’d the College of 
Phyficians to publifh Direétions for cheap Reme- 
dies, for the Poor, in all the Circumftances of the 
Difiemper. ‘This indeed was one of the ‘molt 
charitable and judicious Things that conld be 
done atthat Time; for this drove the People from 
haunting the Doors of every Difperfer of Bills s and 
from taking down blindly, and without Confidera- 
tion, Poifon for Phyfick, and Death inftead of Life. 

This Dire@ion of the Phyficians was done by 
4 Confultation of the whole College, and as it was 
particularly calculated for the ufe of the Poor; 
and for cheap Medicines it was made publickg 
{e 
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fo that every Body might fee it; and Copies 
were given gratis to all that defiredit: But as 
it is publick, and to be feen on all Occafions, I 
need not give the Reader of this, the Trouble 
of it. 

I fhall not be fuppofed to leffen the Authority 
or Capacity of the Phyficians, when, I fay, that 
the Violence of the Diftemper, when it came to 
its Extremity, was like the Fire the next Year. 
The Fire which confumed what the Plague could 
not touch, defy’d all the Application of Remedies, 
the Fire Engines were broken, the Buckets thrown 
away; and the Power of Man was bated , and 
brought to an End ; fo the Plague defied all Medi- 
cineé; the very, Phyficians were feized with it, 
with their Prefervatives in their Mouths; and 
Men went about prefcribing to others and tel- 
ling rhem what to do, till the Tokens were up- 
on them, and they dropt down dead, deftroyed 
by that very Enemy, they directed others to op- 
pote. This was the Cafe of feveral Phyficians, 
even fome of them the moft eminent; and of 
feveral of the moft skilful Surzeons; Abundance 
of Quacks too died, who had the Folly to truft to 
their own Medicines, which they muft needs 
be confcious to themfelves, were good for no- 
thing , and who rather ought, like other Sorts 
of Thieves, to have run away, fenfible of their 
Guilt, from the Juftice that they could not 
but expect fhould punifh them, as they knew 
they had deferved. 

Not that 1t is any Derogation from the La- 
bour, or Application of the Phyficans, to fay, they 


fell in the common Calamity; nor is it fo in- 


tended by me; it rather is to their Praife, that 
they ventured their Lives fo far as even to lofe 
them in the Service of Mankind , They endeavou- 
red todo good, and to fave the Lives of others: But 
we 
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we were not to expect, that the Phyficians could 
ftop God’s Judgments, or prevent a Diftemper 
eminently armed from Heaven, from executing 
the Errand it was fent about, 

Doubtlefs, the Phyficians afhifted many by their 
Skill, and by their Prudence and Applications, 
to the faving of their Lives, and reftoring their 
Health : But it is no leflening their Character, or 
their Skill, to fay, they could not cure rhole that 
had the Tokens upon them, or thofe who were 
mortally infected before the Phyficians were fent 
for, as was frequently the Cafe. 7 

It remains to mention now what publick 
Meafures were taken by the Magiftrates for the 
general Safety, and to prevent the {preading 
of the Diftemper, when it firft broke out: I 
(hall have frequent Occafion to {peak of their 
Prudence of the Magiftrates, their Charity, the 
Vigilance for the Poor, and for preferving good 
Order ; furnifhing Provifions, and the like, when 
the Plague was encreafed, as it afterwards was. 
But I am now upon the Order and Regulations 
they publifhed for the Government of infected 
Families. | 

Imention’d above fhutting of Houfes up ; and 
it is needful to fay fomething particularly to 
that ; for this Part of the Hiftory of the Plague 
is very melancholy, but the moft grievous Story 
mu/t be told. 

About June the Lord Mayor of London, and 
the Court of Aldermen, as I have faid, began 
more particularly to concern themfelves for the 
Regulation of the City. ; 

The Juftices of Peace for Middlefex, by Directi- 
on of the Secretary of State, had begun to fhut 
up Houfes in the Parifhes of St. Giles’s om the Fields, 
St. Martins, St. Clement Danes, @c, and it was with 
good Succefs , for in Several Streets, where the 

Plague 


————— 
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) Plague broke out, upon ftridt guarding the Houfes 
that were infected, and taking Care to bury thofe 
that died, immediatly after they were known to 
| be dead, the Plague ceafed in thofe Streets. It was 
| alfo obferv’d, that the Plague decreas’d fooner in 
_thofe Parifhes, after they had been vifited to the 
full, than it did in the Parifhes of Bz/bop/gate, 


Shoreditch, Aldgate. W bite-Chappel, Stepney, and o- 


_ thers, the early Care taken in that Manner, being 
| agreat means to the putting a Cheqne to it. 


This fhutting up of Houfes was a method firft 


| taken, as I underftand, in the Plague, which 
happened in 1603, at the Coming of King 


Fames the Firft to the Crown, and the Power of 
fhutting People up in their own Houfes, was 
sranted by Act of Parliament, entitled, An Ag 
for the charitable Relief and Ordering of Perfons in- 
feted with the Plague. On which Act of Parlia- 
ment, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the 
City of London, founded the Order they made at 
this Time, and which took Place the 1ft of Fuly 
1665, when the Numbers infected within the Ci- 
ty, were but few, the laft Bill for the 92 Parifhes 
being but four, and fome Houles having been 
{hut up in the City, and fome fick People being 
removed to the Peft-Houfe beyond Buubill-Fields, 
in the Way to Iflington; I fay, by thefe Means, 
when there died near one thoufand a Week in the 
Whole, the Number in the City was but 28, 
and the City was preferv’d more healthy in Pro- 
portion, than any other Places all the Time of 
the Infection. 
Thefe Orders of my Lord Mayor 

lifh’d, as I have faid, the latter End of Fine, and 
took Place from the firft of Fuly, and were as 
follows, (viz.) 
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ORDERS Conceived and Publifbed by the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of 
London, concerning the Infection of the Plague, 
1665 y° 


HE R F AS in the Reign ofour late 
Sovereign King Fames, of happy Me- 
¥ YY mory, an Act was made for the chari- 
¢ t abl e Reliefand ordering of Perfons infected with 
¢the P lague ; whereby Authority was given to Jus 
¢ ftices of the Peace, Mayors, Bayliffs and other 

‘head Officers, to apppint within their feveral 
¢ Limits, Exam ners, Searchers, Watchmen, Keeps , 
¢ ers, and Buriers for the Perfons anid Places in- 
«fected, and to minifter unto them Oaths for the 
¢ Perforn lance of their Offices. And the fame Sta- 
‘tute did alfo authorize the giving of other Di- 
“rections, as unto thet m for the prefent Neceflity 
fhould t feem good in their Diferetions, It 1s now 
‘upon f{pecial Co.fideration, thought very ex- 
¢‘ pedient for preventing and avoiding of Infection 


r 


‘of Sic knefs (if it hall fo pleafe Almighty God) 
‘that thefe Officers f fo wing be appointed, and 
hele ‘Gites 1ereafter duly obferved. 
Examiners to be ee in every Parifh. 

; BY [RS'T, It is thought requifite,-and fo or- 
* f dered, th rat in every Parifh there be one, 
“two, r more Perfons of good Sort and Credit, 
f aofen. ee ited by t the Alderman, his 
‘De suty and common-Council of every W ard, 
“by the Name Ma Examiners, to continue in that 
. Offi ic e th ace of two Monrhs at leaf: And 


‘if any fit Perfonfo appointed, hall refufe to un- 
“ dertake 
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© dertake the fame, the {aid parties fo refufing,/to 
i¢be committed to Prifon until they fhall con. 
/* form themfelves accordingly. 
The Examiuers Office. 
: HAT thefe Examiners be fworn by the Al- 
is T dermen, to enquire and learn from time to 
‘time what Houfes in every Parifh be Vilited, and 
‘what Perfons be Sick, and of what Difeafes, as 
‘near as they can inform themfelves , and upon 
¢ doubt in that Cale, to command Reftraint of Ac- 
|“ cefs,until it appear what the Difeafe fhall prove: 
| ¢ And ifthey find any Perfon fick of the Infection, 
| © to give order to the Conftable that the Houfe be 
‘fhut up; and if the Conftable fhall be found Re- 
‘ mifs or Negligent, to give prefent Notice there- 
‘ofto the Alderman of the Ward. 


Watchmen. 


IHA'T to every infected Houfe there be ap- 
pointed two Watchmen, one for every Day, 
and the other for the Night: And that thefe 
* Watchmen have a fpecial care that no Perfon go 
‘in or out of {uch infected Houfes, whereof they 
‘have the Charge, upon pain of fevere Punifh- 
| ment. And the faid Watchman to do fuch fur-- 
| ‘ther Offices as the fick Houfe fhall need and re- 
“quire: and if the Watchmen be fent upon any 
‘ Bufinefs, to lock up the Houfe, and take the Key 
| ‘with him: And the Watchman by Day toattend 
‘until ten of the Clock at Night ; And the Watch- 
‘man by Night untill fix in the Morning. 


Searchers. 


.& 
bis HAT there be a fpecial care to appoint 
Bee Women-Searchers in every Parifh, juch as 
are of honeft Reputation, and of the beft Sort as 
| “can be got inthis kind: And thefe to be {worn to 
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© make due Search, and true Report to the utmoft of 
* their Knowledge, whether the Perfons whofe Bo- 
© dies they are appointed to Search, do die of the In- 
“ fe@ion, or of what other Difeafes, as near as they 
“can. And that the Phyficians who {hall be appoint- 
* ed for Cure and Prevention of the InfeGtion, do call 
* before them the faid Searchers, who are, or {hall be 
appointed for the feverai Parifhes under their ref- 
petiveCares; to the end they may confider, whether 
they are fitly qualified for that Employment ; and 
charge them from time to time as they fhall fee 
Canfe, if they appear defeGive in their Duties. 

* That no Searcher during this time of Vifitation; 
be permitted to ufe any publick Work or Employ- 
“ment, or keep any Shop or Stall, orbe employed 
as a Landrefs, or in any other common Employ- 
‘ment whatfoever. 
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Chirurgeons. 
*V10 R better affiftance of the Searchers, for as 
; much as there hath been heretofore great abufe 


in mifreporting the Difeafe, to the further {pread- 
“ing of the InfeG@tion: It is therefore ordered, that 
‘there be chofen and appointed able and difcreet 
chirurgeons, befides thofe that do already belong 
* to the Peft- Houfe : Amongf{t whom the City and Li- 
* berties to be quartered as the places lie moft apt 
“and convenient ; and every of thefe to have one 
Quarter for his Limit: and the faid Chirurgeons in 
© every of their Limits to join with the Searchers for 
“ the View of the Body, to the end there may be a 
© crue Report made of the Difeafe. 

© And further, that the faid Chirurgeons fhall vifit 
€ and fearch fuch like Perfons as fhai! either fend for 
‘ chem, or be named and direGed unto them, by the 
Examiners of every Parifh, and inform themfelves 
of the Difeafe of the faid Parties. 


“” 


MR 


‘ And 


af 


I PLAGE t J Ja’ +2 


$42 1.6. 
And forafmuch as the {aid Chirurgeons are - be 
* fequeftred from all other Cures, and kept only to 
~ this Difeafe of the Infe@ion ; It is orderd, That 
"every of the faid Chirurgeons fhall have oe welve- 
_ Pence - a Body fearch ed by them, to be paid out of 
“ the Goods of t he Party fearched, if he be able, or 
& L 
otherwife by the Parith. 


Nurfe-keepers, 


Gare 


| f F any Nurfe-keeper fhall remove her felf out of 
A any infected Houle before twenty eight Day s af- 
‘ ter the Deceafe of any Perfon dying of the Infe@i- 
‘ on, the Honfe to which the fai d Nurle-k ceeper doth 
" fo remove her felf, fhall be fhut up until the faid 
“twenty eight Days be expired. 
L SERUM RBM SM aae 


ORDERS concerning infe@ed Houfes, and 


Perfons fick of the Pla gue. 


Notice to be given of the Sicknefs. 


a 


i. YHE Mafterof every Houfe, as foon as any 

one in hisHoufecomplaineth,e oO 
or Purple, or Swelling in any Soy rt of his Body. 
fatlech other 2 dangei oully Sick, without at 
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: de ledge tl hoican to the Psiaiier af He al ith, itn 
| ©‘ two Hours afterthe {aid Sign fhall appear. 


Gp ey 6 OP as pie Ss ep A 
Sequeftration of the Sick. 


gs A S foon as any Man {hall be found by this Exa- 
| 3 5 ¥ ~ 9 
| © £\ miner, Chi irurge on or 3c Seatohet to be fick ot 
£ tne Pl ague, he fhall the fame N ig ht be fec queired 
“inthe fame Houfe, and in cafe he be fo fequeltred, 
* then, though he D iermate s dienot, the Houle 
* wherein he fickned, fhould be fhnt up for a Month, 
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© after the ufe of the due Prefervatives taken by the 
6 
reit. 


Airing the Stuff. 


‘17 OR Sequeftration of the Goods and Stuff of 
‘ k the InfeGtion, their Bedding, and Apparel, and 
‘Hangings of Chambers, muft be well aired with 
© Fire, and fuch Perfumes as are requifite within the 
“ infected Houfe, before they be taken again to ufe: ' 
© Thisto be done by theAppointment of theExami- 
* ner. 


Shutting up of the Houfe. 


© “WF anyPerfon fhall have vifited any Man, known to 
© be infected of the Plague,or entred willingly in- 
© to any known infe&ted Houfe, being not allowed : 
* The Houfe wherein he inhabiteth, fhall be fhut up 
‘ for certain Days by the Examiners Direction. 


None to be vemnoved out of infetted Houfes, but, &c- 


©‘ W TEM; That none be remov’d out of the Houfe 
where he falleth fick of the InfeGion, into any 
* other Houfe in the City, (except it be to the Peft- 
© Houfe or a Tent, or unto fome fuch Houle, which 
* the Owner of the faid vilited Houfe holdeth in his 
* own Hands, and occupieth by his own Servants) 
“ and fo as Security be givento the Parifh, whither 
“fuch Remove is made; that the Attendance and 
“ Charge about the faid vifited Perfons fhallebe ob- 
“ ferved and charged in all the Particularities before 
‘ exprefled, without anyCoft of thatParifh, to which 
* any fuch Remove fhal] happen to be made, and this 
© Remove tobe done by Night: And it fhall be law- 
° ful tovany Perfon thathath two Houfes, to remove 
* eithershis found or his infeed People to his {pare 
“ Houle’ at his choice, fo as if he fend away firlt 
“his Sound, he not after fend thither the Sick, nor 
* again unto the Sick the Sound. And that the fame 
which: 
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“which he fendeth, be for one Week at the leaft 
“fhut up, and fecluded from Company, for fear of 
‘fome Infection, at the firft not appearing. 


Burial of the Dead. 


| ‘HA T the Burial of the Dead by this Vifita- 
t 


: 


~ at se 
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ion, be at moft convenient Hours, always ei- 

“ ther before Sun-rifing, or after Sun-fetting, with 
“ the Privity of thetChurch-wardens or Conftable, 
"and not otherwife; and that no Neighbours nor 
* Friends be fuffered to accompany the Corps to 
* Church, or toenter the Houfe vifited, upon pain 
‘of having his Houfe fhut up, or be imprifoned, 

_ © And that no Corps dying of InfeGion thal! be bu- 
"fied, or remain in any Church in time of Com- 
“mon-Prayer, Sermon, or Le@ute. And that no 
* Children be fuffered at time of burial of any Corps 
* in any Church, Church-yard, or Burying-place to 
“come near the Corps, Coffin, or Grave. And that 
“all the Graves fhall be atleaft fix Foot deep. 

" And further, all publick Affemblies at other Bu- 


‘tials are to be forborn during the Continuance of 
this Vifitation. 


No infected Stuff to be uttered, 


p 'HAT no Clothes, Stuff, Bedding or Garments 
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be fuffered to be carried or conveyed out of 
any infe&ted Houfes, and that the Criers and Carri- 
ers abroad of Bedding or old Apparel to be fold or 
Pawned, be utterly prohibited and reftrained, and 


__ no Brokers of Bedding or old Apparel be permitted 
|“ to makeany outward Shew, or hang forth on their. 
| Stalls,Shopboards orWindows towards any Street, 


ane, Common-way or Paflage, any old Bedding 


or “Apparel to be fold, upon pain of Imprifonment. 


nd if any Broker or other Perfon fhall buy any 


|» Bedding, Apparel, or other Stnffout of any infe@- 
2 ed Honfe, within two Months after the Infe@ion 


Bz hath 
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= hath been there, his Honufe fhall be (hut up as Ins 
¢ ¢-Ged, and fo fhall continue ihut pp twenty Days 


€ at the lealt. 
No Perfon to be comveyed out of any infetted Houle. 
YF anyPerfon vifited do fortune by negligent look- 
; t 


rs 
2 

Soi 
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‘be conveyed froma Place infe€ted, to any other 
‘ P'ace 3 the Parifh fromwhence fuchParty hath come 
+ been conveyed, upon notice thereot given, fhall 
their Charge canfe the faid Party fo vifited and 
efcaped, to be carried and brought back again by 
© Night, and the Parties in this cafe offending, to be 
* nunifhed at the Direction of the Alderman of the 
€ Ward ; and the Honfe of the Receiver of fuch vifi- 
© red Perfon, to be fhut up for twenty Days. 


Every vifited Houfe to be marked. 


diet & 


“Ta HAT every Houfe vifited, be marked witha 
©} red Crofs ofa Foot long; in the middle of the 


‘Door, evident to be feen, and with thefe ufual 
* printed Words, that 1s to fay, Lord have Mercy upon 
© us, tobe fet clofe over the {fame Crofs, there to 
© continue until lawful opening of the fame Houte. 


Every vifited Houfe to be watched. 
‘ F-WIPLAT the Conftables fee every Houfe fhut up, 


 andto be attended with Watebmen, which 
“may keep them in, and minifter Neceflaties unto 
‘ them at their own Charges (if they be able, )or at 
* the common Charge, if they be unable: The fhut- 
“ting up to be for the fpace of four Weeks after 
* all be whole. 

‘ Phat preeifeOrder be taken that the Searchers, 
€ Chirurgeons, Keepers and Buriers are not to pafs: 
© the Streets without holding a red Rod or Wand of 
© three Foot in Length in their Hands, open and ¢vi- 
© dent to be feen, and are net to go into any other 
*'Honle 


ine Pp L 


* Houle then into their own, or into that whereunto 
* they are directed or fent for; but to f 

‘ {tain from Company, efpe when ate hi ave 

‘ been lately ufedin any fuch Bufinefs or Attendance. 


fumatese 


“TT HAT where feveral Inmates are in one and 
the fame tes nd any Perfon in that Houte 
nee b 4 fee j Pp. { ae 
t rerfon of Fa- 
ered to remove 
uta Co rtifica ate fror m the 
é { ny 
Examiners of Health of that Parith ; or in default 
| fc 


thereof, the Honfe whither he or they fo remove; 
"hall be fhut up asin caleof Vifitation. 


Hackie} y : Co aC he PS 


| ‘RAT care be taken of Hackney- - Coach-men, 
that they may not (as fome of them have been 
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* obferved todo) after carrying of infe&ted Perfonsto 
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the Peft: Houle, ; and ae el Places, be admitted te 
“common ufe, till their Coae! hes be well aired, and 
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OrveRs for cleanfing and keeping ofthe 
Streets Sweet. 


The Streets to be kept clean. 


a Py iRST, it is thought neceflary, and fo order 
: ed, res every Houfholder do caufe the Street 
{ 


to be daily prepared before his Door, and fo to 
* keep itclean {wept all the Weck long. 


That Rakers take it from out the Houfes. 


FP SHAT the Sweeping and Filth of Houfes be 
: dai uy carry 'd away by the Rakers, and that 
’ the Raker fhall give notice of his com! ng; by the 
Be blow: ine. 
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‘the blowing of a Horn, as hitherto hath been 
* done. 


Layflalls to be made far off from the City. 


; HAT the Layftalls be removed as far as may 
; Ae be out of the City, and common Paflages, 
“and that no Nightman or other be fuffered toem- 
‘ pty a Vault into any Garden near about the City. 


Care to be had of unwholfome Fifh or Flefb, and of 


mufty Corn. 


‘ HAT f{pecial care be taken, that no ftinking 
¢ oe Fifh, orunwholefome Flefh, or mufty Corn, 
© or other corrupt Fruits,of what Sort foever be fuf- 
‘fered to be fold about the City, or any part of 
© the fame, : 

* That the Brewers and Tippling-houfes be look- 
“ed unto, for mufty and unwholfome Casks. 

‘That no Hogs, Dogs, or Cats, or tame Pigeons, or 
*‘Conies, be fuffered to be kept within any part of 
‘the City, or any Swineto be, or ftray in the 
“ Streets or Lanes, but that fuch Swine be impound- 
“ed by the Beadle or any other Officer, and the 
* Owner punifhed according to A& of Common- 
‘Council, and that the Dogs be killed by the 
* Dog-killers appointed for that purpofe. 
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ORDERS concerning loofe Perfons and 
3 idle Aflempblies, 


Beggers: 


; | ethene as nothing is more complained of, 
¢ than the Multitude of Rogues and wandring 
‘ Beggars, that {warm in every place about the Cis 
ty, being a great caufe of the {preading of the In- 
| * feCtion, 
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fection, and will not be avoided, notwithftanding 
‘ anyOrder that have been given to the contrary : 
* It is therefore now ordered, that fuch Conftables, 
"aud others, whom this Matter may any way con- 
‘cern, take {pecial care thatno wandring Begger 
* be fuffered in the Streets of this’City, in any fa- 
 fhion or manner, whatfoever, upon the Penalty 
* provided by the Law to be duely and feverely 
* executed upon them. 


Plays. 


f HAT all Plays, Bear-Baitings, Games, fing- 

; 4 fe ing of Ballads, Buckler-play, or fuch like 
_ *Caufes of Affemblies of People, be utterly pro- 
_ ‘hibited, and the Parties offending feverely pu- 
_ “nifhed by every Alderman in his Ward. 


) Feafting Probibited. 


es HAT all publick Feafting, and particularly 

¢ abs by the Companies of this City, and Dinners 
_ © at Taverns, Alehoufes, and other Places of com- 
“mon Entertainment be forborn till further Order 
‘and Allowance ; and that the Money thereby fpa- 
“xed, be preferved and emyloyed for the Benefit 
“and Relief of the Poor vifited with the Infection. 


Tipling-Honfes. 
¢ Aer AT diforderly Tipling in Taverns, Ale- 


‘ houfes, Coffe-houfes, and Cellars be fevere- 
“ly looked unto, as the common Sin of this Time, 
“and greateft occafion of difperfing thePlague.And 
‘that no Company or Perfon be fuffered to remain 
“or come into any Tavern, Ale-houfe, or Coffe- 
‘ houfe to drink after nine of theClock in theFven- 
‘ing, according to the antient Law and Cuftom of 


“ this City, upon the Penalties ordained in that Be- 
“half, 
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‘ And for the better execution of thefe Orders, 
“and fuch other Rules and Directions as upon fur- 
ther confideration fhall be found needful; It is 
¢ ordered and enjoined that the Aldermen, Depu- 
‘ties, and Common-Council-men fhall meet toge- 
ther weekly, once, twice, thrice, or oftner, (as 
‘ caufe {hall require)at fome one general Place ac- 
‘ cuftomed in their re{pective Wards (being clear 


nw 


a 


ef 
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from Infe acon of the Plague) to confult how the 
Eat Or rders may be duly putin Execution ; not 
‘intendis ng that any, dwelling in or near Places 


‘int ected, fhall come to the {aid Meeting whiles 


‘ their coming may be doubtful. And the faid Al- 
dermen, and Deptities, and Common-Council- 
‘men 1n their feveral Wards may put in Execu- 
‘tion any other good ¢ nee that by them at their 
*faid ae ngs fhall be conceived and devifed, 

‘ for Prefervati ion of His Majefty’s Subjects fr om 
Sa oy nfo} 


Sir Fobu Lawrence) Sir GeorgeW. Starman Sheriff 
0 I [Se 
§ Sir Charles Doe 3 


ord Mayor. 
need. 
< Auch Places as were within the Lord Mayor’s 
| ee on; fo it is requifite to obferve, that the 
juftices of Pe ace, within thofe Parifhes, and Places 
as were called the Hamlets, and Out-part ts, took 
the fame Met iod ; As J remember, the Or- 
ders for fhutting up of Houfes, did not take Place 
8 foon on our ede becaufe, as I {aid before, the 
lasue did not reach to thefe Faftern Parts of the 
To wi n, at leaft, nor begin to be very violent, till 
the beg sinning of J Aug For Example, the whole 
Bill, from the rith tothe 18th of Fuly, was 1761, 
yet there dy’d but 71 of the Plagne, in all thofe 
ina we calithe ‘Lower-Hi imlets: and they wes c 
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not fay, that thefe Orders extended only 
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tting up of houfes was at firft counted 
a very aa and A ichriftian Met hod, and the 
poor People fo confin’d.made bitter Lamentations: 
Complaints of the Jae of it, were allo date 
brought to m} £ Hout es caute elefsly 
(a ind fome ae “jouth p:lc fay, bi 
upon Enguiry, many that com ipla ee f a oudly, 
were found in a Condition to be continued, and 
others again In fpection being made upon ine fick 
Perfon, and the Sicknefs not appear ring infections, 
or if unc ertain, yet, on his being content to 
be carried to the Pelt-Houfe, were releafed. 
It is true, that the locking up the Doors of 


Peoples Houfes, and fetting a Watchman there 


Night and Day, to prevent their usine out, or 
any coming to them , when, perhaps, the peer 
People, in the Family, might have ‘efcaped, 3 < 


they had been remov'd from the 5: ick. look -ed vez 

ry hard and cruel ; and many Peo be oF DE erifhed in 

thefe mifirable Con finements, which’ tisred fon 
ni ne 
1) 
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able tobelieve, would not have been diftemper’d 
if they had had Liberty, tho’ the Plague was in the 
Houle; at which the People were very clamorous 
and uneafie at firft, and feveral Violences were 
committed, and Injuries offered to the Men, who 
were fet to watch the Houfes fo fhut up's al- 
fo feveral People broke out by Force, in many 
Places, as I fhall obferve by and by: But it was 
a publick Good that juftified the private Mif- 
chief; ard there was no obtaining the leaft Miti- 
gation, by avy Application to Magiftrates, or Go- 
vernment, at that Time, at leaft, not that I heard 
of. This put the People upon all Manner of Stra- 
tagem, in order, if poffible, to get out, and it 
would fill a little Volume, to fet down the Arts 
us’d by the People of fuch Houfes, to {hut the Eyes 
of the Watchmen, who were employ’d, to deccive 
them, snd to efcape, or break out from them ; in 
which frequent Scuffles, and fome Mifchief hap- 
ened; of which by it felf. | 

As 1 wentalong Houndfditch one Morning, a- 
bout eight a-Clock, there was a great Noife; it 
is true indeed, there was not much Croud, be- 
cate People were not very free to gather together, 
or to flay long together, when they were there, 
nor didI ftay long there : But the Outcry was loud 
enough to prompt my Curiofity, and I call’d to 
one that look’d out ofa Window, and ask’d what 
was the Matter. 

A. Watchman, it feems, had been employed to 
Keep his Poft at the Door of a Houfe, which was 
infected, or faid to be infected, and was fhut up; 
he had been there all Night for two Nights toge- 
ther, ashe told his Story, and the Day Watch- 
man had been there one Day. and was now come 
to relicve him: All this while no Noife had 
been heard in the Houfe, no Light had been 
teen ; they call’d for nothing, fent him of no Fr 
tands, 
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sands, which us’d to be the chief Bufinefs of the 
| Watchman, neither had they given him any Di- 
‘fturbance, as he faid, from the Monday afternoon, 
when he heard great crying and {creaming in the 
Houle, which, as he fuppofed, was occafioned by 
| fome ofthe Family dying juft at that Time: it 
feems the Night before, the Dead-Cart, as it was 
called, had been ftopt there, and a Servant-Maid 
had been brought down to the Door dead, and the 
- Buriers or Bearers, as they were call’d, put her in- 
to the Cart, wrapt only in a green Kug, and 
carried her away. 

The Watchman had knock’d atthe Door, it 
feems, when he heard that Noife and Crying, as 
above, and no Body anfwered, a great while; but 
at laft one look’d out and faid with an angry 
quick Tone, and yet a Kind of crying Voice, or 
a Voice of one that was crying, What d’ye want, 
that ye make fuch a knocking? He an{wer'd, Iam the 
Watchman! bow do you do? What isthe Matter ¢ 
The Perfon anfwered, What is that to you? Stop the 
Dead-Cart. This t feems, was about one a-Clock ; 
foon after, as the Fellow faid, he ftopped the Dead- 
Cart, and then knock’d again, but no Body an- 
{wer’d: He continued knocking, and the Bellman 
call’d out feveral Times, Bring out your Dead; but 
no Body anfwered, till the Man that drove the 

' Cart being call’d to other Honfes, would ftay no 
longer, and drove away. 

The Watchman knew not what to make of 
all this, fo he let them alone, till the Morning~ 
Man, or Day Watchman, as they call’d him, came 
to relieve him, giving him an Account of the 
Particulars, they knock’d at the Door a great 
while, but no body anfwered ; and they ob- 
ferv’d, that the Window, or Cafement, at which 
the Perfon had look’d out, who had anfwer’d be- 
fore, continued open, being up two Pair of Stairs. 

Upon 
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Upon this, the two Men to fatisfy their Curioe 
’, got a long Ladder, and one of them went up 
to the Window, and look’d into the Room, where 
he faw a Woman lying dead upon the Floor, ina 
difmal Manner, having no Cloaths on her but 
her Shift: But tho’ he call’daloud. and putting 
in his long Staff, knock’d hard on the Floor, yet 
no Body ftirrd or anfwered ; neither could he 
hear any Noife in the Houfe. 
He came down again, upon this, and acquaint. 
ed his Fellow, who went up alfo, and finding 
it juft fo, they refolv’d, to acquaint either the 
Lord Mayor, or fome other Magiftrate of it, but 
did not offer to goin at the Window: The Mas 
eiftrate itfeems, upon the Information of the 
wo Men, ordered the Houfe to be broken open, 
a Conftable, and other Perfons being appointed 
to be prefent, that nothing might be plundred ; 
and accordingly it wasfo done, when no Body 
was found in the Houfe, but that young Woman, 
who having been infected, and paft Recovery, 
the reft had left her to die by her felf, and were 
every one gone, having found fome Way to de- 
{ude the Watchman, and get open the Door, ot 
get out at forne Back Door, or over the Topsof the 
Houfes, fo that he knew nothing of it, and as to 
thofe Crysand Shrieks, which he heard, it was 
fuppos’d, they were the paffionate Cries of the 
Family, at the bitter parting, which, to be fure, 
it was to them-all; this being the Sifter to the 
Miftrefs of the Family. ‘The Man of the Honfe, 
his Wife, feveral Children, and Servants, being 
all gone and fled, whether fick or found, that I 
1 never learn, nor, indeed, did I make much 
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could 
Fnguiry after it. 

Many fuch efcapes were made, out of infeGed 
Houtles, as particularly, when'the Watchman was 


fond 


fent of fome Errand ; for it was his Bufinefé to exe) 


of 
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| ofany Frrand, that the Family fenthim of, that 1s 


tofay, for Neceflaries, fuch as Food and Phyfick , 
to fetch Phyficians, if they would come, or Sur- 
geons, or Nurfes, or to order the Dead-Cart, and, 
the like , But with this Condition too, that when 
he went, he was to lock upthe Outer-Door of 
the Houfe, and take the Key away with him; to 
evade this, and cheat the Watchmen, People got 
two or three Keys made to their Locks, or they 
found Ways to unfcrew the Locks, fuch as were 
{crew’d on, and fo take off the Lock, being -in the 
Infide of the Houfe, and while they fent away 
the Watchman to the Market, to the Bakehoufe, 
orfor one Trifle or another, open the Door, and 
go out as often as they pleas’d: But this be- 
ing found out, the Officers afterwards had Orders 


! ii 


to Padlock up the Doors on the Outilide, and 


place Bolts on them as they thought fit. 
Atanother Houfe, asI was inform’d, in the 


Street next within Algate, a whole Family was 
{hut up and lock’d in, becaufe the Maid-Servant 
was taken fick; the Mafter of the Houfe had com- 
plain’d by his Friends to the next Alderman, and 
to the Lord Mayor, and had confented to have 
the Maid carried to the Peft-Houfe, but was re- 
fufed, fo the Door was marked with a red Crols, 
4 Padlock on the Outfide, as above, and a Watch- 
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man fet to keep the Door according to publick 
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dren were to be lockt up with this poor diitemper- 

cal’d tothe Watchman, and told 
him he muft go then and fetch a Nurfe for.them, 
toattend this poor Girl,for that it would be cert ain 
Death to them all to oblige them to nurle her, 
and told him plainly, that if he would not do 
this. the Maid muft perifh either of the Diftem- 
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pet, or be ftarv’d for want of Food; for he wag 
refolv’d none of his Family, thould go near her ; 
and ihe lay in the Garret four Story high, where 
fhe could not Cry out, or call to any Body for 
Help. 
The Watchman confented to that, and went 
and fetch’d a Nurfe as he was appointed, and 
brought her to them the fame Evening ;_ during 
thisinterval, the Mafter of the Houfe took his 
Opportunity to break a large Hole thro’ his Shop 
into a Bulk or Stall, where formerly a Cobler had 
fat, before or under his Shop-window ; but the 
Tenant as may be fuppofed, at fuch a difmal 
Time as that, was dead or remov'd, and fo he had 
the Key in his own keeping ; having made his 
Way into this Stall, whichhe coud not have done, 
if the Man had been at the.Door, the Noife he 
was obligedto make, being {uch as would have 
alam’d the Watchman; I fay, having made his 
Way into this Stall, he fat till till the Watchman 
return’d with the Nurfe, and all the next Day al-- 
fo; but the Night following, having contriv’d to 
fend the Watchman of ‘another trifling Errand, 
which as I take it, was to an Apothecary’s for a 
Plafter for the Maid, which he was to {tay for 
the making up, or fome other fuch Errand that 
might fecure his ftaying fome Time; in that 
Time he conveyed himfelf, and all his Family out 
of the Honfe, and left the Narfe and the Watch- 
man to bury the poor Wench ; that is, throw her 
into the Cart, and take care of the Honfe. 

Icou'd give a great many fuch Stories as thefe, 
diverting enough, which in the long Courfe of that 
,difmal Year, I met with, that is heard of, and 
which are very certain to be true, Or very near the 
Tuth ; that is to fay, truein the General, for 
no Man could at fuch a Time, learn all the Par- 
ticulars: There was likewife Violence nfed with 
the 
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the Watchmen, as was reported in abundance of 


Places; and I believe, that from the Beginning 
of the Vifitation to the End, there was not lefs 
than eighteen or twenty of them kill’d, or fo 
wounded as tobe taken up for Dead, which was 


{nppos’d to be done by the People in the infected 
Houfes which were fhut up, and where they at- 
tempted to come out, and were oppos‘d. 

Nor indeed coud lefs be expe&ted, for here were 
juft fomany Prifons in the Town, as there were 
Houfes fhut up; and as the People fhut up or im- 
prifon’d fo, were guilty of no Crime, only fhut up 
becaufe miferable, it was really the more 1ntollera- 
ble to them. 

It had alfo this Difference ; that every Prifon, 
as we may-call it, had but one Jaylor ; and as he 
had the whole Houfe to Guard, and that many 
Houfes were fo fituated, as that they had feveral 
Ways out, fome more, fome lefs,and fome into feveral 
Streets; it wasimpoffible for one Man fo to Guard 
all the Paflages, as to prevent the efcape of Peo- 
ple, made defperate by the fright of their Circum~ 
{tances, by the Refentment. of their ufage, or by 
the raging of the Diftemper ic felf ; fo that they 
would talk to the Watchman on one Side of the 
Houfe, while the Family made their efcape at ano- 
ther. 3 

Forexample, in Coleman-ftreet, there are abun- 
dance of Alleys, as appears ftill; a Houfe was fhut 
up in that they call Wdites-Alley, and this Houfe 
had a back Window, nota Door into a Court, 
which had a Paflage into Bell-Alley ; > a Watch- 
man was fet by the Conftable, at the Door of this 


Houfe, and there he ftood, or his Comrade Night 


and Day, while the Family went all away in the 
Evening, out at that Window into the Court, 
and lefc the poor Fellows warding, and watching, 
for near a Fortnight. 

Not 
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aie far from the fame Place, they blow’d up’ 
Watchman with Gun- powder, and burnt the 
poor Fellow dreadfully, and while he made hi- 
dious Crys, and no Body would venture to come 
nearto help him ;‘the whole Family that were able 
to ftir, got out at the Windows one Story high; two 
that were left Sick, calling out’ for Help; Care 
was taken to give them N aries to look after them, 
but the Perfons fled were never found, till after 
the Plague was abated they return’d, but as no- 
thing gould be provd, fo nothing could be done 
to them. 

It is to be confider’d too,that as thefe were Prifons 
without Barrs and Bolts, which our common Pri- 
fons are furniih’d with, fo the People let themfelves 
down out of their Windows, even in the Face: oF: 
the Watchman, bringing Swords or Piftols in:their 
Hands, and threatening the poor Wretch to fhoot 
nim, ifhe ftir’d, or call’d for He elp. 

In other Cafes, fome had Gardens, and Walls, 

Pales between them and their Neighbours 3 ot 
Yards, and back-Honfes ; and. thefé. by Friend- 
inip and Entreaties, would get leave to get over 
thofe W alis, or Pales, and fo go out-at- their 
Neighbour’s Doors ;- or by giving Money to their 
Servants, get them, to let them thro’ in the Night ; 
fo that in fhort, the fhutting up of Houfes, was 
in no wile to be ere upon; neither did. it 
anfwer the End at all; ferving more to make-the 
People defperate, i. drive them to fuch Extremi- 
ties, asthat, they would break out at all-Adven- 


| 
thus break our, {pread the Infeétion farther by their 
wandring about with the Di iftem per upon them, 
in their defperate Cireumitances, than they eon 
other wife paeae cone; for whoever confiders ali the 
iculars in fuch Cafes mutt acknowlede; and we: 
can 
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cannot doubt but the feverity of thofe Confine- 
erty made many People def at ; and made 
them run out of their Houfes ae all Hazards, and 
with the Plague vifibly upon them, not knowing 
either whither to go, or what to do, or indeed, 
what they did; and’many that did fo, ‘were dri- 
ven to dreadful Exigences and Extremeties, and 
Perifh'd in the Streets or Fields for meer Want, or 
drop’d down, bythe raging violence of the Fever 
upon them: Ochers wanc dred into the Country, 
and went forward any Way, as their Defperation 
guided them, not knox Nee whether they went or . 
would-go, till faint and tir’d, and not getting any 


‘Relief; the Houfes an i Villages on ihe Road, 


refufing to admit them to lodge, whether infected 
orno; they have perifh’d by the Road Side, or 
gotten into Barns and dy’d there, none daring 
tocome tothem, or relieve them, tho’ perhaps not 
infected, for no Body would believe them. 

On th e other Hand, when the Plague at firft 
feiz'da Family, that is to fay, when any one Body 
of the Pami ly, had gone out, and unwarily or other- 
wife catch’d the Diftemper oe brought ic Home, 
it was certainly known by the Family, before it 
was known to the Officers, who, as you will fee 
by the Order, were appointed to examine into 
the Circumitances of all fick Perfons, when they 
heatd of the:r being fick. 

In this Interval, between their being taken Sick, 
and the Examiners coming, the Mafter of the 


Houle had Leifure and Liberty to remove himfelf, 


or all his Family, if he knew whether to go, and 
many did fo: But the great dififler was, that ma- 
ny did thus, after they were really in feGed them- 
felves, and fo carry’d the Difeafe into the Houfes 
of thofe who were fo Hofpitable as to receive 
them, which it muft be confefs’d was very. cruel 

and ungratetul. 
F And 
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And this was in Part, the Reafon of the general 
Notion, or {candal rather, which went about of 
the Temper of People infe@ed ; Namely, that they 
did not take the leaft care, or make any Scruple of 
infecting others; tho’ I cannot fay, but there 
might be fome Truth in it too, but not fo general 
as was reported. What natural Reafon could be 
given, for fo wicked a Thing, at a Time, when 
they might conclude themfelves juft' going to ap- 
pear at the Barr of Divine Juftice, I know not : 
I am very well fatisfy’d, that it cannot be recon-— 
cil’d to Religion and Principle, any more than it 
canbe to Generofity and Humanity ; but I may 
fpeak of that again. 

I am fpeaking now of People made defperate, 
by the Apprehenfions of their being fhut up, and 
their breaking out by Stratagem or Force, either 
before or after they were fhut up, whofe Mifery 
was not leflen’d, when they were out, but fadly 
encreafed: On the other Hand, many that thus 
got away, had Retreats toxgo to, and other Hou- 
fes, where they lock’d themfelves up, and kept 
hid till the Plague was over; and.many Fami- 
lies forefeeing the Approach of the Diftemper, laid 
up Stores of Provifions, fufficient for their whole 
Families, and fhut themfelves up, and that fo entire- 
ly, that they were neither feen or’ heard of, till the 
Infection was quite ceafed, and then came abroad 
Sound and Well: I might recollect feveral fuch 
as thefe, and give you the Particular of theit 
Management ; for doubrtleis, it was the molt ef- 
fectual fecure Step char cou’d be taken for fuch, 
whofe Circumftance* would not admit them to re- 
move, or who had not Retreats abroad proper for 
the Cafe ; for in being thus fhut up, cheys were as 
if they had been a hundred Miles off : Nor dol 
remember, that any one of thofe Families mifca~ 
ry d; among thefe, feveral Duich Merchants were 
particu= 
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particularly remarkable, who kept their Houfes 
like little Garrifons hefieged, fuffering none to go 
in or out, or come near them, particularly one in 
a Court in Throckmorton Street, whofe Houle look- 
ed into Drapers Garden. 

But I come back to the Cafe of Families infeét- 
ed, and fhut up by the Magiftrates ; the Mifery 
of thofe Families is not to be exprefs’d, and it was 
generally in fuch Houfes that we heard the moft 
difmal Shrieks and Out-cries of the poor People 
terrified, and even frighted to Death, by the Sight 
of the Condition of their deareft Relations, and by 
the Terror of being imprifoned as they were. 

I remember, and while I am writing this Sto- 
ry, [think I hear the very Sound of it, a certain 
Lady had an only Daughter, a young Maiden a- 
bout 19 Yearsold, and who was pofleffed ofa ve- 
ry Confiderable Fortune; they were only Lod- 
gers in the Houfe where they were: The young 
Woman, her Mother, and the Maid, had been a- 
broad on fome Occafion, I do not remember what, 
for the Houfe was not fhut up; but about two 
Hours after they came home, the young Lady 
complain’d fhe was not well; in a quarter of an 
Hour more, fhe vomited, and had a violent Pain in 
her Head. Pray God, fays her Mother ina terrible 
Fright, my Child has not the Diftemper! The 
_ Pain in her Head increafing, her Mother ordered 
the Bed to be warm’d, and refolved to put her to 
Bei; and prepared to give her things to {weat, 
which was the ordinary Remedy to be taken, 
when the firft Apprehenfions of the Diftemper 
began. 

While the Bed was airing, the Mother undref 
fed the young Woman, and juft as fhe was laid 
down in the Bed, fhe looking upon her Body with 
a Candle, immediately difcovered the fatal To 
kens on the Infide of her Thighs; Her Mother 
Pig not 


MeEemorRrs of 


not being able to contain herfelf, threw down 
her Candle, and feriekt out in fuch a frightful 
Manner, that it was enough to place Horror. upon 
the ftouteft Heart in the W orld; nor was it one 
ae or or one Cry, but the Fri ight, having feiz’d 

her Spirits, fhe fainted fi ff, then recovered, then 
r hn Bl) over. the Houle, up the Stairs and down the 
Stairs, like one diftra Pcl and indeed really was 
diftracted, and continued ier hing and crying 
out for feveral Hours, void of all Senfe, or at leaft, 
Government of | a Senfés, and as I was told, ne- 
ver came throughly to herfelf again: As to the 
young Maiden fhe was a dead Cor pfe from that 
Moment; for the Gangren which occafions the 
Spots had {pres a] her whole Body, and fhe died 
in lefs than two Hours: But fill the Mother 
continued crying out, not knowing any Thing 
more of her Child, feveral Hours after fhe was 
dead. It is fo long ago, that I am not certain, 
bit Ithink the Mother never HGR o but died 
in two or three W aes afte 

This was en extraordinary + Caf e, and Lam there- 
fore the more particular im eo bea I came {fo 
nuch to the Knowledge o yf it s Hit there were in- 
mumerable fuch like Cafes; and it was feldom, 
hat the Weekly Bul came in, but there were 
two or three put in fri ighted, that 1s, that-may well 
be call’d, fri shted to Death: But hefides. thofe, 
who were fo tae ited to die uy yon the Spot, there 
pith grea { Numhe ers fi ig] hted to other Fxtreams, 

ome frighted out of their Se 0 fome out of their 
Memory, and fome out cf thelr] Underftandine : 
But I return to the fhutting up of Houfes. 

As feveral People, I fay, got out of their Hou'es 
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by Stratagem, after they were fhut up, fo others 
got out by Heed: the Watchmen, and giving 
them Money to let them go privately ont in the 
Night. I muft confefs, I thought it at that time, 


che 


the molt innocent Corr 
ny Man could he guilt 
not but pity the poor Me: 
when three if chbtest Watchm en, were publickly 
whipt thro’ the Streets, for fu fering People to go 
out of Houfes fhut up. 

But notwithftanding that © Severity, Money pre- 


e 
vail’d with the poor Men, and many Families 
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found Means to make Salleys out, and efcape that 
way after they had been fhut up; but thefe were 


generally fuch ashad fome Places to ) retreat to; and 
tho’ there was no eafie patline the Roads any whi 


ther, after the firft of | Augufi, yet there were man 
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Ways of retreat, and partic ne ar| y, as I hinted,fome 
got Tents and fet them up in the Fields 5, Carr ying 


3eds, or Straw to lie on, aad Provifions to eat, ar 


fo lived in aes Mm as Hermits i in aG ell ; for no Body 


Seniies were eld of fi ch; (or me comica il, fome tra-= 
gical, fome who liv’d like wandring Pilgri 


the Defarts, and ele: ape ed by makit s themfelves 
: : ho ae ME deed -AteCat Faia ean 
Files in fuch a Mg as is {carce to be credit- 
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Kinfman, who being fi ele Men, but that 
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ina terrible Manner, they refolved to fhift, a 
well as they could, and to be gone. 

One of them had been a Soldier in the late 
Wars, and before that in the Low Countries, and 
having been bred to no particular Employment 
but his Arms; and befides being wounded, and 
not able to work very hard, had for fome Time 
been employ’d at a Baker’s of Sea Bisket zx 
Wapping. | 

The Brother of this Man wasa Seaman too, but 
fome how or other, had been hurt of one Leg, 
that he could not gotoSea, but had work’d for 
his Living at a Sail Makers in Wapping, or there 
abouts; and being a good Husband, had laid up 
fome Money, and was the richeft of the Three. 

The third Man was a Joiner or Carpenter by 
Trade, a handy Fellow; and he had no Wealth, 
but his Box, or Basket of Tools, with the Help 
of which he could at any Time get his Living, 
fuch a Time as this excepted, wherever he went, 
and he liv’d near Shadwel. 

They all liv’d in Stepney Parifh, which, asI 
have faid, being the laft that was infected, or at 
leaft violently, they ftay’d there till they evi- 
dently faw the Plague was abating at the Weft 
Part of the Town, and coming towards the Faft 
where they liv’d. 

The Story of thofe three Men, if the Reader 
will be content to have me give it in their own 
Perfons, without taking upon me to either vouch 
the Particulars, or anfwer for any Miltakes. I flall 
give as diftindtly as I can, believing the Hiftory 
will be avery good Pattern for any poor Man. to 
follow, in cafe the like Publick Defolation fhon!'d 
happen here ; and if there nay be no fuch Occa- 
fion, which God of his infinite Merey grant ns, fill 
the Story may have its Ufes fo many Ways as that 
it will, I hope, never be faid, that the relating has 
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been unprofitable, I fay 
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I fay-all this previous to the Hiftory, having 
yet, for the prefent, much more to {ay before I 
quit my own Part. 

I went all the firft Part of the Time freely about 
the Streets, tho’ not fo freely as to run my felf 
into apparent Danger, except when they dug the 
great Pit in the Church-Yara of our Parifh of dl- 
gate ; a terrible Pit it was, and I could not refilt 
my Curiofity to go and fee it; as near as T may 
judge, it was about 40 Foot in Length, and abont 
15 or 16 Foot broad ; and at the Time I firlt look- 
edatit, about nine Foot deep; but it was faid, 
they dug it near 20 Foot deep afterwards, in one 
Part of it, till they could go no deeper for the Wa- 
ter: for they had it feems, dug feveral large Pits 
before this, for tho’ the Plague was long a-com- 
ing to our Parifh, yet when it did come, there was 
no Parfh inor about Loudon, where it raged with 
{ach Violence as in the two Parifhes of Algate and 
WhiteChapel. 

I fay they had dug feveral Pits in another Ground, 
when the Diftemper began to {pread in our Parith, 
and efpecially when the Dead-Carts began to go 
about, which, was not in our Parifh, till the be- 
ginning of Auguj?. Into thefe Pits they had put 
perhaps 50 or 60 Bodies each, then they madé 
larger Holes, wherein they buried all that the 
Cart brought ina Week, which by the middle, to 
the End of Auguft, came to, from 200 [0 400 a 
Week ; and they could not well dig them larger; 
becanfe of the Order of the Magiftrates, confining 
them to leave no Bodies within fix Foot of the 
Surface ; and the Water coming on, at about 17 
or 18-Foot, they could not well, Tfay, put more 
in one Pit ; but now at the Beginning of September, 
rhe Plague raging in a dreadful Manner, and the 
Number of Burials in out Parith increafing tomore 
than was ever buried in any Parith about London, 
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of no larger Extent, they ordered this dreadful 
Gulphto be dug; for {uch it was ratherthan a Pit. 
They had fuppofed this Pit would have fup- 
ply’d them for a Mon th or more, when they dug 
it, and fome blam’d the Church-Wardens for fuf- 
fering fuch a frightful Thing, telling them they 
were making ae tions to bury ¢t he whole Pa- 
rifh, and the like; but Time made ft Pacer the 
Church- Wardens knew the Condition of the Parith 
better than they did; for the Pit being finifhed the 
4th of September, I think, they began to bury.in it 
the 6th, andby the 20, which was jut two Weeks 
they had thrown into it tid Bodies, when they 
were obliged to fill it up, the Bodies being then 
come to lie within fix Foot of the Surface : Idoubt 
not but there may be fome antient Perfons alive in 
the Parith, whocan juftify the Fa@ of this, and are 
able to fhew ewen in what Pare of the Chiirch- 
Yard, the Pit lay, better than Ican; the Mark 
of it alfo was many Years to be feen in the Church- 
Yard on the Surface lying in Length, Parallel with 
the Paflace which goes ‘by the Weft Wall of the 
Church-Yard, out of ee and turns Eaft 


again into Y “hite-Chap /, coming out near, the three 
Wuns Inn 

Ie was about the roth of Septem that my Cu- 
riofity led, or rather drove me to go and fee this 


Pit again, when there had been near 400 People 
buried in 1¢; and I was not content to fee. it in 
the Day-time, as 1 had done before; forthen there 
vould have been nothing to have been feen but 
the loofe Earth; for al fae Bodt 1€s that werecthrown 
in, were Immediately covered with Earth, by thofe 
they call’d the Buryers, which at other Timesavere 
call’d Bearers; but I refolv’d.to go inthe Night 
and fee fome of them ee i. 

There was a ttri@ Order to-prevent’ People com- 
ing to thofe nts and i at was ony to aesin 
infections, But after fome Time, ¢} rat Order: wa 

mote 
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more neceflary, for People that were Infe&ed, and 
near their End, and dilirious alfo, would runto 
thofe Pits wrapt in Blankets, or Rugs, and throw 
theméelves in, and as they faid, bury themfelves : I 
cannot fay, that the Officers fuffered any willingly 
to lie there ; but I have heard, that in a great 
Pit in Fins bce in the Parifh of Cripplegate, it lying 
open then to the Fields ; for it was not then wall’d 
about, came and threw themfelves in, and ex- 
pired there, before they threw any Earth upon 
them; and that when they came to bury others, 
and found them there, they were quite dead, tho 
not cold. 

This may ferve a little to defcribe the dreadful 
Condition of that Day, tho’ it is impoffible to fay 
any Tt ning that isable to give a true Idea of it to 
thofe who did not fee it, other than this ; that it 
was iadec >d very, very, very dreadful, and fuchas no 
To ngue can. expre{s. 

I got Admit tance into the Church-Yard by being 
equ ante with the Sexton, who attended, who 
ho’ he did not refufe me at all, yet earneftly per- 
w ade d me not to go; telling me very ferioufly, 
or he was a good religious a; a fenfible Man, that 
it was indeed, their Bnfintts and ra to venture, 
and d to run all Hazards ; and that in it they might 
hope to be preferv'd; but thar I had AG apbet rent 
Call toit, but my own Curiofity, which he faid, 
he believ’d Iw oul d noc pretend, was fafficient to 
jultity my running that Hazard. I told him I had 
een prefs” din my y ohtne to go, and that perhaps 
it might be an vt itracting Sight, that might not 
be without its Ufes. Nay, pels the good Man, 
aif you will venture sae that S core, ‘Name of God 
go in; for depend upon it, “twill be a Sermon. to 
you, it may be, the be ft that ever you heard in 
your ce ‘Tis a {peaking Sight, fays he, and 
has a Voice with it, and a loud one, to call us all 
to. Re epentance ; and with that he opened the Door 
and 4 ia g S&S BO, if You wil. H: 
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His Difcourfe had fhock’d my Refolution a lit- 
tle, and I ftood wavering for a good while’; but 
juft at that Interval I faw two Links come over 
from the End of the Minories, and heard the Bell- 
man, and then appear’d a Dead-Cart, as they call'd 
it, coming over the Streets fo I could no long- 
er rcfift my Defire of feeing it, and went in: 
There was no Body, as I could perceive at firlt, 
in the Chureh-Yard,, or going into it, but the 
Buryers, and the Fellow that drove the Cart, 
or rather led the Horfe and Cart, but when 
they came up, to the Pit, they faw a Man go 
to and again, mufled up in a brown Cloak, and 
making Motions with his Hands, under his 
Cloak, asif he wasina great Agony; andthe Bu- 
riers immediately gathered about him, f{uppofing 
he was one of thofe poor dilirious, or defperate 
Creatures, that ufed to pretend, as I have faid, to 
bury themfeives ; he faid nothing ashe walkd a- 
bout, but two or three times groaned very deeply, 
and loud, and fighed as he would break his Heart. 
When the Buryers came up to him they foon found 
he was neither a Perfon infeéted and defperate, as 
I have obferved above, or a Perfon diftemper- 
ed in Mind, but one opprefs’d with a dread- 
ful Weight of Grief indeed, having his Wife and 
feveral of his Children, all inthe Cart, that was 
juit come in with him, and he followed in an Ago- 
ny and excefs of Sorrow. He mourned heartily, as 
‘it was eafy to fee, but with a kind of Mafculine 
Grief, that could not give it felf Vent by Tears, 
and calmly defiring the Buriers to let him alone, 
faid he would only fee the Bodies thrown in, and 
g9 away, {o they left importuning him; but no foon- 
er was the Cart turned round, and thé Bodies thot 
rto the Pic promifcuoufly, which was a Surprize te 
him, for he at leaft expeéted they would have been 
decently laid in, tho’ indged he-was afterwards 
con- 
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‘convinced that was impra@ible ; I fay, no foonet 
did he fee the Sight, but he cry’d out aloud un- 
able to contain himfelf; I could not hear what 
he faid, but he went backward two or three Steps, 
and fell down in a Swoon : the Buryers ran to him 
and took him up, and in a little While he came to 
himfelf, and they led him away to the Pye-Tavern 
-over-againft the End of Hound/ditch, where, it feems, 
the Man was known, and where they took care of 
him. He look’d into the Pit again, as he went a- 
way, but the Buriers had:covered the Bodies fo im- 
‘mediately with throwing in Earth, that tho’ there 
was Light enough, for there were Lantherns_ and 
Candles in them, plac’d all Night round the Sides 
of the Pit, upon the Heaps of Earth, feven or 
eight, or perhaps more, yet nothing could be 
{een. 

This wasa mournful Scene indeed, and affected 
me almoft as much as the reft; but the other was 
awful, and full of Terror, the Cart had in it fix- 
teen or feventeen Bodies, fome were wrapt up in 
Linen Sheets, fome in Rugs, fome little other than 
naked, or fo loofe, that what Covering they had, 
fell from them, in the fhooting out of the Cart, 
and they fell quite naked among the reft; but the 
Matter was not much to them, or the Indecency 
much to any one elfe, feeing they were all dead, 
and were to be huddled togetigs¥ into the com- 
mon Grave of Mankind, as we may callit, for here 
was no Difference made, but Poor and Rich went 
together; there was no other way of Burials, nei~ 
ther was it poffible there fhould, for Coffins were 
not to be had for the prodigious Numbers that fell 
in fuch a Calamity as this. 

It was reported by way of Scandal upon the Bu- 
riers, that if any Corpfe was delivered to them, 
decently wound up as we call’d it then, ina Wind- 
ing Sheet Ty'd over the Head and Feet, which 
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fome did, and which was generally of good Linen? 
I fay, it was reported, that the Buriers were © 
wicked as to ftrip them in the Cart, and carry 
them quite naked to the Ground: But as I can not 
pally: credit any thing fo vile among Chriftianss 
and ata Lime fo fill’d with Terrors, as that was» 
I can only relate it and leave it undetermined. 

Innumerable Stories alfo went about of the cruel 
Behav ours and Practifes of Nace who tended the . 
Sick, and of their haftening on the Fate of thofe 
they tended in their Sicknefs: But I thall fay more 
of this in its Place. 

1 was indeed fhock’d with this Sight, it almoft 
ovecwhelm’d me, and ] went away with my Heart 
molt silo ie and full o f the affliGing Thoughts, 
fuch as 1 cannot deferibe; iu at my going out of 
the Church, an na turning up the Street towards my 

own Houfe, I faw another Cart with Links, and 

a Beilman going before, coming out of Hurrow- 

Alley, in the Butcher-Row, on rhe other Side of the 
Wa Ys and being, as I perceived, very full of dead 
Bodies, it went dire@ly over the Street alfo toward 
the Chnivchse I ftood a while, but I had no Sto- 
mach to go back again to fee the fame difmal 
Scene over a aga in, fo L went dire&tly Home, where 
could not but confider with Thankfulnefs, the 
Rifqne Ik had run, believing I had gotten no In- 
jury ; as indeed I had not. 

Here the poor unhappy Gentleman's Grief came 
into my head a ogalt, and indeed I could not but 
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fhed Tears int e Reflection upon it, perhaps more 
than he did ti elf; bue his Cafe | lay fo heavy 


upon my Mind, t that 1 could not prevail with my 
felt bur thar | ay so out again into the Street, 


aud go to the e-Tavern, relolving to enquire 
what became of him. 


t was by this Time one a-Clock in the. Morn+ 
ing, and yer the poor Gentleman was there; the 
Truth 


Per 


‘Truth was, the People of the Honfe knowing him, 
had entertain’d him, and kept h there all the 
Night, notwitbftanding the Danger of being infe- 
Ged, by him, tho’ it appeard the ‘Ss was per 
fectly found h mfelf 

Ic is with Rane that I take Notice of this 
‘Tavern; the People were civil, mannerly, and an 
obliging Sort of Folks enough, and ha d till this 
Time kept their Houfe open, and their Trade go- 
ing on, tho’ not fo iy Publickly as formerly ; but 
the: e was a dreadful Set of Fellows that ufed their 
oe, and who in the middle of all this Horror 
met there every Night, behaved with all the Re- 
velling and roaring extravagances, as is ufual fot 
fuch Peop! eto do at other Times, and indeed to 
{uch an offerfive Degree, that the very Malter and 
Miftrefs of the Houfe grew firft afham’d and then 
terrify d.at them. 

They fat generally, in a Room next the Street 
and as they always kept late Hours, fo when the 
Dead-Cart came crofs the Street End to go into 
Hounds-ditch, which was in View of the .Tavern 
Windows ; they would frequently open the Win- 
dows as foon as they heard the Bell, and look out 
at them ; and as th ey migh t often hear fad Lamen- 
tations of People in the Streets, or at their Win- 
dows, asthe Carts went along, they would make 
their inpudent Mocks and Jeers at them, efpecially 
if they heard the poot Peop! e call upon God to 
have Mercy upon them, as many would do at thofe 
Times i Ft their ordinary paffing along the Streets. 

Thefe Gentlemen being fomething difturb’d with 
abe Clutter of bringing the poor Gentleman into 

the Houfe, as above, were firft angry, and very 
high with the Mafter of the Houfe, for fuffering 
fuch a Fellow, as they call’d him, to be brought 
out of the Grave into their Houfe ; but being an- 
fwered, that the Man was a Neighbour, and that 


he 
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he was found, but overwhelmed with the Cala- 
mity of his Family, and the like, they turned their 
Anger into ridiculing the Man, and his Sorrow for 
his Wife and Children; taunted him with want 
of Courage to leap into the great Pit, and go to 
Heaven, as they jeeringly exprefs’d it, along with 
them, adding fome very profane, and even blafphe- 
mous Expreffions. , 

They were at this vile Work when I came back 
to the Houfe, and as far as I could fee, tho’ the 
Man fat ftill, mute and difconfolate, and their 
Affronts could not divert his Sorrow, yet he was 
both griev’d and offended at their Difcourfe: Upon 
this, I gently reprov’d them, being well enough ac- 
quainted with their Characters, and not unknown 
in Perfon to two of them. 

They immediately fell upon me withill Language 
and Oaths; ask’d me what I did ont of my Grave, 
at fuch a Time when fo many honeffer Men were 
carried into the Church-Yard? and why I wasnot 
at Home {aying my Prayers, againft the Dead-Cart 
came for me? and the like. 

I was indeed aftonifhed at the Impudence of the 
Men, tho’ noe at all difcompofed at their Treat- 
ment of me; however] kept my Temper; Itold 
them, that tho’ I defy’d them, or any Man in the 
World to tax me with any Dij/honefly, yet Lacknow- 
lede’d, that in this terrible Judgment of God, ma- 
ny better than I was {wept away, and carried to 
their Grave: But to anfwer their Queftion diredtly, 
the Cafe was, that I was mercifully preferved by 
that great God, whofe Name they had Blafphem- 
ed and taken in vain, by curfing aud {wearing ina 
dreadful Manner; and that I believed I was pre- 
fery’'d in particular, among other Ends, of his 
Goodnefs, that I might reprove them for their au- 
dacious Boldnefs, in behaving in fucha Manner, and 
in fuch an awful Time as this was, efpecially, for 
their 
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their Jeering and Mocking, at an honeft Gentleman, 
_and a Neighbour, for fome of them knew him, who 
they faw was overwhelm’d with Sorrow, for the 
Breaches which it had pleas’d God to make upon 
his Family. 

I cannot call exa@ly to Mind the hellith abomi- 
nable Rallery, which was the Return they madeto 
that Talk of mine, being provoked, it feems, that 
I was not at ail afraid to be free with them; nor if 
Tcould remember, would I fill my Account with 
any of the Words, the horrid Oaths, Curfes, and 
vile Expreffions, fuch, as at that time of the Day, 
even the worlt and ordinarieft People in the Street 
would not ufe; (for except fuch hardened Crea- 
tures as thefe, the moft wicked wretches that could 
be found, had at that Time fome Terror upon their 
Minds of the Hand of that Power which could 
thus, in a Moment deftroy them. ) 

But that which was the worft in all their devil- 
lifh Language was, that they were not afraid to 
blafpheme God, and talk Atheiftically; making a 
Jeft at my calling the Plague the Hand of God, 
mocking, and even laughing at the Word Judgment, 
as if the Providence of God had no Concern in the 
infliGting fuch a defolating Stroke ; and that the 
People calling upon God, as they faw the Carts 
catrying away the dead Bodies was all enthufia- 
{tick, abfurd, and impertinent. 

I made them fome Reply, fuch as I thought pro- 
per, but which I found was fo far from putting 
a Checque to their horrid Way of {peaking, thatit 
made them rail the more, fo that I confefsic fill’d 
me with Horror, anda kind of Rage, and Icame 
away, as I told them, left the Hand of that Judg- 
ment which had vifited the whole City fhould glo- 
rify his Vengeance upon them, and all that were 
near them. 
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They received all Reproof with the utmoft Con- 
tempt, and made the greateft Mockery that was po-- 
fible for them to do at me, giving me all the op- 
probrious infolent Scoffs that they could think of for 
preaching to them, as they call'd it, which indeed, 
grieved me, rather than angred me; and ] went a- 
way b: effing ( God, however, 1 in my Mind, that I had 
not {pa’ d them, tho’ they had infulréd me fo much. 

‘They continued this wwichaiel Courfe, three or 
four Day after this, continually mocking and jeer- 
ing at all that fhew ‘d themfelves religious, or fert* 
ous, or that were any way touchd we h the Sence 
of the terrible Judgment of God upon us, and I was 
inform’d they flouted in the fame Manner, at the 
good People, who, notwithitanding the Contagion, 
met at the Church, fafted, and prayed to God to 
remove his Hand from them. 

I fay, they continued this dreadful Comnrfe three 
or four Days, I think it was no more, when one of 
them, particularly he who ask’d the poor Gentle- 
man what he did out of his Grave ¢ was itruck from 
Heaven with the Plague, and died in a molt de- 
plorable Manner; and in a Word they were every 
one of them carried into the great Pit, which J 
have mentioned above, before it was quite fill’d 
up, which was not alin a Fortnight or theréabout. 

Thefe Men were guilty ot many extravagances, 
{uch as one would think, Human Nature: fbould 
have trembled at the Thoughts of, at fucha Time 
of general Terror, as was then upon us; and parti 
ticularly fcofiing and mocking at.every thing which 
they happened to fee, that was religious among 
the People, efpecially at their thronging zealoufly 
to the Place of publick Worfhip, to implore Mercy 
from Heaven in fuch a Time of Diltrefss and this 
Tavern, where they held their Club, being within 
View of the Church Door, they had the more par 
ticularOccafion for their Atheiftical profaneMirth. 
Bur. 
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But this began to abate a little with them before 
the Accident, which I have related; happened; for 
the Infection increafed fo violently, at this Part of the 
Town now, that People began to be afraid to come 
tothe Church, at leaft fuch Numbeis did not refort 
thither as was ufual ; many of the Clergymen likewife 
were Dead, and others gone into the Country ; for it 
really required a fteady Courage, and a ftrong Faiths 
for a Man not only to venture being in Town at fuch 
a Time as this, but likewife to venture to come to 
Church and perform the Office of a Minifter to 2 
Congregation, of whom he had reafon to believe ma- 
ny of them, were actually infeGed with the Plagues 
and to do this every Day, or twice a Day, as in fome 
Places was done. 

It is true, the People fhew’d an extraordinary Zeal 
in thefe religious Exercifes, and as the Church Doors 
were always open, People would go in fingle at all 
Times, whether the Minifter was officiating or no, 
and locking themfelves into feparate Pews, would be 
praying to God with great Fervency and Devotion. 

Others aflembled at Meeting-Houfes, every oneas 
their different Opinions infuch Things guided, but all 
were promifcuoutly the Subje& of thefe Mens Drolle- 
ty, efpecially at the Beginning of the Vifitation. 

It feems they had been check’d for their open infult- 
ing Religion in this Manner, by feveral good People 
of every per{wafion, and that, and the violent raging 
ofthe Infection, I fuppofe, was the Occafion thac 
they had abated much of their Rudenefs, for fome 
tiie before, and were only rous’d by the Spirit of Ri- 
baldry,and Atheifm, at the Clamour which was made, 
_ when the Gentleman was firft brought in there, and 
perhaps, were agitated by the fame Devil, when I 
took upon me to reprove them; tho’ I did it at firft 
with all the Calmnefs, Teniper, and Good-Manners 
that I could, which, for a while, they infulred me 
the more for, thinking ir had been in fear of their Re- 
fentment, tho afterwards they found the contrary. 

G I went 
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I went Home indeed, griev’d and afflited in my 
Mind, at the Abominable Wickednefs of thole Men 
not doubting, however, that they would be made 
dveadful Examples of God’s Juftice; for I look’d up- 
this difmal Time to be a particular Seafon of Divine 
Verigeance, and that God would, on this Occafion, 
fingle out the proper Objects, of his Difpleafure, in a 
mote efpecial and remarkable Manner, than at ano- 
ther Time; and that, tho’ I did believe that many good 
People would, and did, fall in the common Calamt- 
ty, and that it was no certain Rule to judge of the 
eternal State of any one,by their being diftinguifh’d in 
fach a Time of general Deftruction, neither one Way 
er other; yet I fay, it could not but feem reafonable 
to believe, that God would not think fit co fpare by 
his Mercy fuch open declared Enemies, that fhould 
infult his Name 4nd Being, defy his Vengeance, and 
mock at his Worfhip and Worfhipers, at fuch a Time, 
no not tho’ his Mercy had thought fic to bear with, 


- and {pare chem at other Times: That this was a Day 


of Vification; a Day of God’s Anger; and thofe 
Words came into my Thought. Fer. v. 9. Shall £ not 
wifit for thefe things, faith the Lord, and {hall not my 
Soul be avenged of fuch a Nation as this ¢ 

Thefe Things, | fay, lay upon my Mind; and} 
went home very much griev’d and opprefs’d with the 
Horror of thefe Mens Wickednefs, and to think that 
any thing could be fo vile, fo hardened, and fo noto- 
rioully wicked, as to infule God and his Servants, 
and his Worthip, in fuch’a Manner, and at fuch a 
‘Time as this was; when he had, as ic were, his Sword 
drawn in his Hand, on purpofe to take Vengeance, 
not on them only, but on tne whole Nation. 

1 had indeed, been in fome Paffion, at. firft, with 
them, tho’ ic was really raifed, not by any Affront 
» had cftcred me perfonally, but by the. Horror 
c blafpneming Tongues fiil’d me with; however, 
was doubt nlin my Thoughts, whether the Refent- 
menc l retaiu’d was not all uponuny own private Ac=: 
count, 
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count, for they had given me a great deal of ill Lan- 
guage too, I mean Perfonally; but after fome Paufe, 
and having a Weight of Grief upon my Mind, [ re- 
tir'd my felf, as foon as I came home, for I flept not 
that Night, and giving God moft humble Thanks for 
my Prefervation in the eminent Danger I had been in, 
I {et my Mind ferioully, and with the utmott Earnetft- 
nefs, to pray for thofe defparate Wretches, that God 
would pardon them, open their Eyes, and effecually 
humble them. 

By this I not only did my Duty, namely, to pray 
for thofe who difpitefully ufed me, but I fully try’d 
my own Heart, to my full Satisfaétion; that it was not 
fill’?d with any Spirit of Refentment as they had of- 
ended me in particular; and I humbly recommend 
the Method to all thofe that would know, or becer- 
tain, how to diftinguifh between their real Zeal for 
the Honour of God, and the Effe&s of their private 
Paffions and Refentment. 

But I muft go back here to the particular Incidents 
which occur to my Thoughts of the Time of the Vi- 
fitation, and particularly, to the Time of their fhut- 
ting up Honfes, in the firft Part of the Sicknefs; for 
before the Sicknefs was come to its Height, People 

had more Room to make their Obfervations, than 
they had afterward: But when it was in the Extre=— 
mity, there was no fuch Thing as Communication 
with one another, as before. 

Doring the thutting up of Houfes, as I have faid, 
fome Violence was offered to the Watchmen; as to 
Soldiers, there were none to be found; the few Guards 
which the King then had, which were nothing like 
the Number, entertain’d fince, were difperfs’d, either 
at Oxford with the Court, or in Quarters in the re- 
moter Parts of the Country ; fmall detatchments ex- 
cepted, who did Duty at the Tower, and at White- 
Hall, and thefe but very few; neither am I pofitive, 
that there was any other Guard at the Tower, than 
the WVarders, as they call’d them, who ftand at the 
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Gate with Gowns and Caps, the fame as the Yeomen 
of the Guard; except the ordinary Gunners, who 
were, 24, and the Officers appointed to look after the 
Magazine, who were call’d Armourers: as to Traind- 
Bands, there was no Poffibility of raifing any, neither 
if the Lientenancy, either of London or Middlefex had 
ordered the Drums to beat for the Militia, would 
any of the Companies, I believe, have drawn to- 
gether,, whatever Rifque they had run. 

This made the Watchmen be the lefs regarded, and 
perhaps, occafioned the greater Violence to be ufed 
againft them ; I mention it on this Score, to obferve 
that the fetting Watchmen thus to keep the People in, 
was (1ft) of all, not effeGual, bur that the People 
broke out, whether by Force or by Stratagem, even 
almoft as often as they pleas’d: And (2d ) that thofe 
that did thus break out, were generally People infe@- 
ed, who in their Def{peration, running about from one 
Place to another, valued not who they injur’d, and 
which perhaps, as I have faid, might give Birth to 
Report, that it was natural to the infeed People to 
defire co tnfe& others, which Report was really falfe. 

And I know it fo well, and in fo many feveral Cafes, 
that I could give feveral Relations of good, pious, 
and religious People, who,when they have had the Di- 
fiemper, have been fo far from being forward to infe& 
others, that they have forbid their own Family to 
come near them, in Hopes of their being preferved ; 
and have even died without feeing their neareft Re- 
lations, left they fhould be inftrumental to give them 
the Diliemper, and infe@ or endanger them: If then 
there were Cafes wherein the infeed PéOple were 
carejefs of che Injury they did to others, this was cer- 
tainlyeoue of them, if not the chief, namely, when 
People, who had the Diftemper, had broken out from 
Houfes which were fo fhut up, and having been driven 
to Extremities for Provifion, or for Entertainment, had 
endeavoured to conceal their Condition, and have been 
thereby Inftrumeacal involuntarily to infe@ others whe 
have Decn ignorant and unwary. . This 
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‘This is one of the Reafons why I believed them, and 
do believe ftill, that the fhutting up Houfes thus by 
Force, and reftraining, or rather imprifoning People in 
their own Houfes, as is faid above, was of little or no 
Service in the Whole; nay, Iam of Opinion, 1t was 
rather hurtful, having forc’d thofe defperate People 
to wander abroad with the Plague upon them, whe 
would otherwife have died quietly in their Beds. 

I remember one Citizen, who having thus broken 
out of his Houfe in Alderfeate-Street, or thereabout, 
went along the Road to J/ington, be attempted to have 
gone in at the Angel- Inn, and atterathat, at the White- 
Horfe, two Inns known ftill by the fame Signs, but 
was refufed; after which he came to the Pyed Bull, 
an Inn alfo ftill continuing the fame Sign ; he asked 
them for Lodging for one Night only, pretending to 
be going into Lincolnfbire, and afluring them of his be- 
ing very found, and free from the Infection, which al- 
fo, at that Time, had not reached much that Way- 

They told him they hadno Lodging that they could 
fpare, but one Bed, up in the Garret, and that they 
could {pare that Bed but for one Night, fome Drovers 
being expeGed the next Day with Cattle ; fo, it he 
would accept of that Lodging, he might have tt, 
which he did ; fo a Servant was {ent up with a Candle 
with him, to thew him the Room; he was very well 
drefs’d, and look’d like a Perfon not ufed to lie ina 
Garret, and when he came to the Room he fech’d a 
deep Sigh, and faid to the Servant, I have feldom lain 
in fuch a Lodging as this ; however the Servant aflur- 
ing him again, that they had no better. Well, fays 
he, I muft make fhift; this is a dreadful Time, but it 
js but for one Night ; fo he fat down upon the Bed- 

fide, and bad the maid, J think it was, fetch him up 2 
Pint of warm Ale; accordingly the Servant’ went for 
the Ale; but fome Hurry in the Houle, which per- 
haps, employed her otherways, put it out. of her 
Head; and fhe went up no more to him, — i 
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The next Morning feeing no Appearance of the 
Gentleman, fome Body in the Houfe asked the Ser- 
vant that had fhewed him up Stairs, what was be- 
come of him ? She ftarted ; Alas fays fhe, I never 
thought more of him: He bad me carry him fome 
warm Ale, but I forgot ; upon which, notthe Maid, 
but fome other Perfon, was fent up to fee after him, 
who coming Into the Room found him ftark dead, 
and almoft cold, ftretch’d out crofs the Bed; his 
Cloths were pulled off, his Jaw fallen, his Eyes open 
inamolt frightful Pofture, the Rugof the Bed being 
grafped hard in one of his Hands; fo that it was plain 
he died foon after the Maid left him, and’tis proba- 
ble, had fhe gone up with the Ale, fhe had found him 
dead in a few Minutes after he fat down upon the 
Bed. The Alarm was great in the Houfe, as any 
one may fuppofe, they having been free from the Di- 
ftemper, till that Diafter, which bringing the Infe- 
ction to the Houle, fpread it immediately to other 
Honfes roundabout it. I donot remember how ma~- 
ny died in the Honfe it felf, but Ithink the Maid 
Servant, who went up firft with him, fell pre- 
fently ill by the Fright, and feveral others; for where- 
as there died but two in Jfington of the Plague the 
Week before, there died 17 the Week after, whereof 
14 were of the Plague; this was in the Week from 
the rith of Fuly tothe 18ch. 

There was one Shift that fome Families had, and 
that not afew, when their Houfes happened to be 
infeGed, and that was this; 'The Families, whoin the 
firft breaking out of the Diftemper, fled away in- 
to the Country, and had Retreats among their 
Friends, generally found fome or other of their Neigh- 
bours or Relations to commit the Charge of thofe 
Houtfes to, for the Safety of the Goods, and the like. 
Some Houfcs were indeed, entirely lock’d up, the 
Doors padlockt, the Windows. and Doors having 
Deal-Boards nail’d over them, aud only the InfpeGion 
of them committed to the ordinary Watchmen and Pa- 
rifh Officers ; but thefe were but few. | Ir 
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{t was thought that there were not lefs than 
rocco Houfes forfeken of the Inhabitants in the 
City and Suburbs, including what was in the Out 
Parifhes, and in Surrey, or the Side of the Water 
they call’d Southwark. This was befides the Numbeis 
of Lodgers, and of particular Perfons who were 
fled out of other Families ; fo that in all it was com- 
puted that about 200000 People were fled and gone 
inall: But of this I fhall fpeak again: But I men- 
tion ithere on this Account, nem ely, that it was a 
Rule with thofe who had thus two Houfes in their 
Keeping, or Care, that if any Body was taken fick in 
a Family, before the Mattcr of the Family let the 
Examiners, or any other Officer, know of it, he im- 
mediately would fend all the reft of his Family whe- 
ther Children or Servants, as it fell out tobe, to fuch 
other Houle which he had fo in Charge, and then 
giving Notice of the fick Perfon to the Examiner, 
have a Nurfe, or Nurfes appointed , and have ano- 
ther Perfon to be fhut up in the Houfe with them 
(which many for Money would do) fo to take 
Charge of the Houle, in cafethe Perfon fhould die. 

This was in many Cafes the faving a whole Fa- 
mily, who, if they had been {hut up with the fick 
Perfon, would inevitably have perifhed: But on the 
other Hand, this was another of the Inconveniencies 
of fhutting up Houfes; for the Apprehenfions and 
Terror of being {hut up, made many run away with 
the reft cf the Family, who, tho’ it was not publick- 
ly known, and they were not quite fick, had yet 
the Diftemper upon them; and who by having an 
uninterrupted Liberty to go about, but being oblig- 
ed {till to conceal their Circumftances, or perhaps 
not knowing it themfelves, gave the Diftemper 
to others, and fpread the Infection in a dreadful 
Manner, as I fhall explain farther hereafter. 

And here I may be able to make an Obfervation 
or two of my own, which may be of ufe hereafter to 
chofe, into whofe Hands this may come, if they 
fhould ever fee the like Pek Vifitation, (1,) The 
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Infection generally came into the Houfes of the Ci- 
tizens, by the Means of their Servants, who, they 
were obliged to fend up and down the Streets for Ne- 
ceflaries, that is to fay, for Food,or Phyfick, to Bake- 
houtes, Brew-houfes, Shops, &c. and whogoing necef- 
{arily thro’ the Streets into Shops, Markets, and the 
like, it was impoffible, but that they fhould one way 
or other, meet with diftempered people, who con- 
veyed the fatal Breath into them, and they brought 
it Home to the Families, to which they belonged. 
(2.) It was a great Miftake, that fuch a great City 
as this had but one Peft-Houfe , for had there been, 
inftead of one Peft-Houfe viz. beyond Bunbil-Fields, 
where, at moft, they could receive, perhaps, 200 or 
300 People; fay, had there inftead of that one been 
feveral Peft-houfes, every one able to contain a thou- 
{and People without lying two in a Bed, or two Beds 
ima Room, and had every Mafter of a Family,as foon 
as any Servant efpecially, had been taken fick in his 
Houte, been obliged to fend them to the next Peft- 
Houfe, if they were willing, as many were, and had. 
the Fxaminers done the like among the poor People, . 
when any had been ftricken with the Infettion , I 
fay, had this been done where the People were wil- 
ling, (not otherwife) and the Houfes not been fhut, 
Yam perfwaded, and was all the While of that Opi- 
nion, that not fo many, by feveral Thoufands, had 
died ; for it was obferved, and I could give feveral 
Inftances within tae Compafs of my own Knowledge, 
where a Servant }.ad been taken fick, and the Family 
had either Time to fend them out, or retire from 
the Houfe, and leave the fick Perfon, as Ihave faid 
above, they had all been preferved; whereas, when 
upon one, or more, fickning ina Family, the Houfe 
has heen fhut up, the whole Family have perifhed, 
and the Bearers been oblig’d to go in to fetch out 
the Dead Bodies, none being able to bring them to 
the Door; and at laft none left to do it. 

(?.) This put it out of Queftion to me, that the Cala- 
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_mity was {pread by Infetion, that is to fay, by fome 
certain Steams, or Fumes, which the Phyficianis call 
_ Effuvia, by the Breath, or by the Sweat, or by the 
_ Stench of the Sores of the fick Perfons, or fome other _ 
| way, perhaps, beyond even the Reach of the Phyfi- 
cians themfelves, which FEffuvia affe&ed the Sound, 
_ who come within certain Diftances of the Sick, im- 
mediately penetrating the Vital Parts of the faid 
found Perfons, putting their Blood into an immediate 
ferment, and agitating their Spirits to. that Degree 
which it was found they were agitated; and fo thofe 
newly infected Perfons communicated it in the fame 
Manner to others; and this I fhall give fome Inftan- 
- ces of, that cannot but convince thofe who ferioufly 
confider it; and I cannot but with feme Wonder, 
find fome People, now the Contagion is over, talk of 
its being an immediate Stroke from Heaven, without 
the Agency of Means, having Commiflion to ftrike 
this and that particular Perfon, and none other ; 
which I look upon with Contempt, as the Fflect of 
manifeft Ignorance and Enthufiafim ; likewife the 
Opinion of others, who talk of infe¢tion being car- 
ried on by the Air only, by carrying with it vaft 
Numbers of Infeéts, and invifible Creatures, who en- 
ter into the Body with the Breath, or even at the 
Pores with the Air, and there generate, or emit moft 
acute Poifons, or poifonous Ova, or Eggs, which 
' mingle themfelves with the Blood, and fo infeét the 
Body; a Difcourfe full of learned Simplicity, and 
manifefted to be fo by univerfal Experience; but 
I fhall fay more to this Cafe in its Order. 

I muft here take farther Notice that Nothing was 
more fatal to the Inhabitants of this City, than the 
Supine Negligence of the People themfelves, who 
during the long Notice, or Warning they had of the 
Vifitation, yet made no Provifion for it, by laying 
in Store of Provifions, or«of other Neceflaries ; by 
which they might have liv’d retird, and within 
their own Houles, as Ihave obferved, others a 
an 
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and who were ina great Meafure preferv’d by that 
Caution; nor were they, aftcr they were a little 
hardened to it fo fhye cf converfing with one ano- 
ther, when actually infected, asthey were at firft, 
no tho’ they knew it. 

1 acknowledge I was one of thofe thoughtlefs Ones, 
that had made to little Provilion, that my Servants 
were obliged to go out of Doors to buy every Trifle. 
by Penny and Half-penny, juft as before it begun, 
even till my Experience {hewing me the Folly, I 
began to be wifer fo late, that I had {carce Time to 
ftore my felf fufficient for our common Subfiftence 
for a Month, 

I had in Family only an antient Woman, that 
managed the Houfe, a Maid-Servant, two Appren- 
tices, and my felf; and the Plague beginning to 
encreafe about us, I had many fad Thoughts about 
what Courfe I fhould take, and how I fhould a& ; 
the many difmal Objects, which happened every- 
where as I went about the Streets, had fill’d my 
Mind with a great deal of Horror, for fear of the Di- 
{temper it felf, which was indeed, very horrible in 
it felf, and in fome more than in others, the {wellings 
which were generally in the Neck, or Groin, when 
they grew hard, and would not break, grew fo pain- 
ful; that it was equal to the moft exquifite Tor- 
ture; and fome not able to bear the Torment. threw 
themfelves out at Windows, or fhot themfelves, or 
otherwife made themfelves away, and I faw feveral 
difmal Objects of that Kind: Others unable to con- 
tain themfelves, vented their Pain by inceiiant 
Roarings, and fuch loud and lamentable Cries were 
to be heard as we walk’d along the Streets, that 
would Pierce the very Heart to think of, efpecially 
when it was to be confidered, that the fame dread- 
ful Scourge might be expected every Moment to 
f{eize upon our felves. 

I cannot fay, but that nowI began to faint in 
in my Refolutions, my Heart fail’d me very seer 
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and forely I repented of my Rafhnefs : When I had 
been out, and met with fuch terrible Things as thefe 
I have talked of ; I fay, I repented my Rafhnets in 
yenturing to abide in Town: I wiftrd often, that I 
had not taken upon me to flay, but had gone away 
with my Brother and his Family. 

Territied by thofe frightful Objects, I would retire 
Home fometimes, and refolve to go out no more, and 
perhaps, I would keep thofe Refolutions for three or 
four Days, which Time I {pent in the moft ferious 
Thankfulnefs for my Prefervation, and the Prefer- 
vation of my Family, and the conftant Confeilion of 
my Sins, giving my felfup to God every Day, and 
applying to him with Faiting, Humiliation, and 
Meditation ; Such intervals as Thad, I employed in 
reading Books, and, in writing down my Memoran~ 
dums of what occurred to me every Day, and out of 


which, afterwards, I, for moft of this Work as it nad 
relates to my Obfervations without Doors: What Erece 


wrote of my private Meditations I referve for pri- 
vate Ufe, and defire it may not be made publick on 
any Account whatever. | 

Lalfo wrote other Meditations upon Divine Sub- 
jeéts, fuch asoccurred to me at that Time, and were 
profitable to my felf, but not fit for any other View, 
and therefore I fay no more of that. 

1 had a very good Friend, a Phyfician, whofe 
Name was Heath,whol frequently vifited during this 
difmal Time, and to whofe Advice I was very much 
oblig’d for many Things which he directed me to 
take, by way of preventing the Infection when 1 


- 


went out, as he found I frequently did, and to hold 
in my Mouth when I was in the Streets he alfo 
came very often to fee me, and as he was a good. 
Chriftian, as well asa good Phyfician, his agreeable 
Converfation was 2 very great Support to me in the 
work of this terribe Time. 

It was now the Reginning of Anguf, and the 
Plague grew very violent and terrible in the Place 
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where I liv’d, and Dr. Heath coming to vifit me, and 
finding that I ventured fo often out in the Streets, 
earneftly perfwaded me to lock my felf up and my 
Family, and not to fuffer any of us to go out of 
Doors; to keep all our Windows faft, Shutters and 
Curtains clofe, and never to open them ; but firft, 
to make a very ftrong Smoke in the Room, where the 
Window, or Door was to be opened, with Rozen and 
Pitch, Brimftone, cr Gunpowder, and the like; and 
we did this for fome Time: But asJ had not laid in 
a Store of Provifion for fuch a retreat, it was impof- 
fible that we could keep within Doors entirely , 
however, 1 attempted, tho’ it was fo very Jate, to 
do fomething towards it ; and firft, as I had Conve.’ 
nience both for Brewing and Baking, I went and 
bought two Sacks of Meal, and for feveral Weeks, 
having an Oven, we baked all our own Bread ; alfo I 
bought Malt, and brew’d asmuch Beer as all the 
Casks I had would hold, and which feem’d enough 
to ferve my Houle for five or fix Weeks; alfo I laidin 
a Quantity of Salt-butter and Chejbire Cheefe, but I 
had no Flefh-meat, and the Plague raged fo violent- 
ly among the Butchers, and Slaughter-Houfes, on 
the other Side of our Street, where they are known 
to dwell in great Numbers, that it was not advif- 
able, {o muchas to go over the Street among them. 
And here I muft obferve again, that this Neceffi- 
ty of going out of our Houfes to buy Provifions, was 
ina great Meafure the Ruin of the whole City, for 
the People catch’d the Diftemper, on thofe Occa- 
fions, one of another, and even the Provifions them- 
felves were often tainted, at leaft I have great Rea- 
{on to believe fo, and therefore I cannot fay with 
Satisfaction what I know is repeated with great Af- 
furance, that the Market People, and fuch as brought 
Provifions, to Town, were never infected ; I am cer- 
tain, the Butchers of White-Chapel where the greateft 
Part of the Flefh-meat was killed, were dreadfully 
vifited, and that at laft tofuch a Degree, that se 
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of their Shops were kept open, and thofe that re- 
main’d of them, kill’d their Meat at Mile-End, and 
that Way, and brought it to Market upon Horfes. 

However, the poor People cou’d not lay up Provi- 
fions, and there was aneceffity, that they muft go 
to Market to buy, and others to fend Servants ortheir 
Children; and as this was a Neceffity which re- 
new’d it felf daily; it brought abundance of un- 
{ound People to the Markets, and a great many 
that went thither Sound, brought Death Home with 
them. 

It is true, People usd all poffible Precaution, 
when any one bought a Joint of Meat in the Market, 
they would not take it of the Butchers Hand, but 
take it oft of the Hooks themfelves. On the other 
Hand, the Butcher, would not touch the Money, 
but have it putintoa Pot full of Vinegar which he 
kept for that purpofe. The Buyer carry’d always 
{mall Money to make up any odd Sum, that they 
might take no Change. They. carry’d Bottles for 
- Scents, and Perfumes in their Hands, and all the 
Means that could be us’d, were usd : Bur then the 
Poor cou’d not do even thefe things, and they went 
at all Hazards. 

Innumerable difmal Stories we heard every Day 
on this very Account : Sometimes a Man or Wo- 
man dropt down Dead in the very Markets; for ma- 
ny People that had the Plague upon them, knew no- 
thing of it; till the inward Gangreen had affected 
their Vitals and they dy’d in a few Moments; 
this caus’d, that many died frequently in that Man- 
ner in the Streets {uddainly, without any warning : 
Others perhaps had Time to go to the next Bulk ot 
Stall; or to any Door, Porch, and juft fic down and. 
die, as I have faid before. 

Thefe Obje&s were fo frequent in the Streets, 
that when the Plague came to be very raging, On 
one Side, there was {carce any paffing by the Streets, 
but-that feveral dead Bodies would be lying here 
and 
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and there upon the Ground; on the other hand it is obs _ 
fervable, that tho’ at firft, the People would {top as they 
went along, and call to the Neighbours to come out on. 
fuch an Occafion; yet, afterward, no Notice was ta- 
ken of them ; but that, ifat any Time we found a Corps 
lying, go crofs the Way, and not come near it; of 
ifina narrow Lane or Paflage, go back again, and 
feek fome other Way to go on the Bufinefs we were 
upon; and in thofe Cafes, the Corps was always left, 
till the Officers had notice, to come and take them 
away ; or till Night, when the Bearers attending the 
Dead-Cart would take them up, and carry them a- 
way: Nor did thofe undaunted Creatures, whe per- 
formed thefe Offices, fail to fearch their Pockets, 
and fometimes {trip off their Cloths, if they were 
well dreft, as fometimes they were, and carry off 
what they could get. 

But to return tothe Markets; the Butchers took 
that Care, that if any Perfon dyd in the Market, they 
had the Officers always at Hand, totake them mp 
upon Hand-batrows, and carry them to the next 
Church-Yard ; andthis was fo frequent that fuch 
were not entred in the weekly Bull, found Dead in the 
Streets or Fields, as is the Cife now; but they went 
into the general Articles of the great Diftemper. 

But now the Fury of the Diltemper encreafed to 
fuch a Degree, thar even the Markets were but very 
thinly furnithed with Provifions, or frequented with 
Buyers, compair’d to what they were before ; and 
the Lord-Mayor caufed the Country-Peopie who 
brought Prov 'fions, to be ftop’d in the Streets lead- 
ing into the Towns, and to fic down there with their 
Goods, where they fold what they brought, and 
went immeciaccly away; and this Encourag’d the 
Country Peopie greasiy to do fo, for they fold their 
Provifions at the very Entrances into the Town, 
and even in the Fields; as particularly in the Fields 
bevond White- Chappel, in Spittle fields. Note; Thofe 
Streets now, called Spittle-Fields,. were then indeed oper _ 
Fields s. 
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Fields: Alfo in St. George’s-fields in Southwork, in Bun- 
Hill Fields, and inagreat Field, call’d Wood’s-Clofe 
near Jflington; thither the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Magiftrates, fent their Officersand Servants to 
buy for their Families, themfelves keeping within 
Doors as much as poffible ; ‘and the like did many 
other People ; and after this Method was taken, the 
Country People came with great chearfulnefs, and 
brought Provifions of all Sorts, and very feldom got 
any harm; which I {uppofe, added alfo to that Re- 
port of their being Miraculoufly preferv d. 

As for my little Family, having thus as 1 have 
faid, laid in a Store of Bread, ,Butter, Cheefe, and 
Beer, I took my Friend and Phyfician’s Advice, and 
lock’d my felfup, and my Family, and refolv'd to 
fafer the hardfhip of Living a few Mouths without 
Flefh-Meat, ratherthan to purchafe ic at the ha- 
zard of our Lives. 

But tho’ I confin'd my Family, I could not prevail 
upon my unfatisfy’d Curiofity to flay within entirely 
my felf ; and tho’ I generally came frighted and ter- 
rifed Home, yet I cou’d not reftrain; only that in- 
deed, I did not do it fo frequently as at firlt. 

I had fome little Obligations indeed upon me, to 
go tomy Brothers Houfe, which was in Coleman’s- 
fireet Parifh, and which he had left to my Care, and 
Lwent at firftevery Day, but afterwards only once, 
or twice a Week. 

In thefe Walks I had many difmal Scenes before 
my Eyesias particularly of Perfons falling dead in the 


Streets, terrible Shrieks and Skreekings of Women, 
who in their Agonies would throw open their Cham- 
ber Windows, and cry out in adifmal Surprifing 
Manner; it is impoflible to defcribe the Variety of 
Poftures, in which the Patlions of the Poor People 
would Exprefs themfelves. 

Paffing thro’ Token-Houfe-Tard in Lotbbury, of a 
fadden a Cafement violently opened juit over my 
Head, and a Woman gave three frightful Skreetches, 

and 
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and then cry’d, Ob! Death, Death, Death! ina mof* 
inimitable ‘Tone, and which ftruck me with Hotror 
and a Chilnefs, in my very Blood. ‘fhere was no 
Body to be feen in the whole Street, neither did 
any other Window open ; for People had no Curios 
fity now in any Cafe; nor could any Body help one 
another; fol went on to pafs into Bell- Alley, 3 

Juft in Bell-Alley, on the right Hand of the Paf= 
fage, there was a more terrible Cry than that, tho’ 
it was not fo directed out at the Window, but the 
whole Family was in a terrible Fright, and I could 
hear Women and Children run skreaming about the 
Rooms like diftrac&ted, when a Garret Window open 
ed, and fome body from a Window on the other Side 
the Alley, calPd and ask’d, What is the Matter 2 up- 
on which, from the firft Window it was anfwered, 
O Lord, my Old Mafter bas bang’d himfelf! The other 
ask’d again, Is be quite dead? and the firft anfwer’d, 
Ay, ay, quite dead , quite dead and cold! This Perfon 
was a Merchant, and a Deputy Alderman, and very 
rich. I care not to mention the Name, tho’ I knew 
his Name too, but that would be an Hardfhip to 
the Family, which is now flourifhing again. 

But, this is but one; it is fcarce credible what 
dreadful Cafes happened in particular Families eve- 
ty Day; People in the Rage of the Diftemper, or 
in the Torment of their Swellings, which was indeed 
intollerable, running out of their own Government, 
raving and diftracted, and oftentimes laying vio- 
{ent Hands upon themfelves, throwing themfelves 
out at their Windows, fhooting themfelves, &c. Mo- 
thers murthering their own Children, m their Luna- 
cy, fome dying of meer Grief, as a Paflion, fome of 
meer Fright and Surprize, without any Infection at 
all; others frighted into Idiotifm, and foolifh Di- 
ftyactions, fome into difpair and Lunacy ; others in- 
to mellancholy Madnefs. 

The Pain of the Swelling was in particular very 
violent, and to fome intollerable; the mies 
an 
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and.Surgeons may be faid to have tortured ma- 
ny poor Creatures, even to Death. ~The Swell- 
lings in fome grew hard, and they apply’d violent 
drawing Plafters, or Pultices, to break them; and 
if thefe did not do, they cutand fcarified them ina 
terrible Manner: In fome, thofe Swellings were 

nade hard, partly by the Force cf the Diftemper, 
and partly by their being too violently drawn, and 
were fo hard, that no Inftrument could cut them, 
and then they burnt them with Caufticks, fo that 
many died raving mad with the Torment; and 
fome in the very Operation. In thefe Diftrefles, 
fome for want of Help to hold them down in their 
Beds, or to look to them, laid Hands upon them- 
f{elves, asabove. Some broke out into the Streets, 
perhaps naked, and would run direGtly down to 
the River, ifthey were not ftopt by the Watchmen, 
or other Officers, and plunge themfelves into the 
Water, wherever they found it. 

It often pierc’d my very Soul to hear the Groans 
and Crys of thofe who were thus tormented, but of 
the Two, this was counted the moft promifing Parti- 
cular in the whole InfeGtion, for, if thefe Swellings 
could be brought toa Head, and to break and run, 
or as the Surgeons callit, to digeft, the Patient ge- 
nerally recover’d ; whereas thofe, who like the Gen- 
tlewoman’s Daughter, were ftruck with Death at 
the Beginning, and had the Tokens come out upon 
them, often went about indifferent eafy, till a lit- 
tle before they died, and fome till the Moment they 
dropt down, asin Appoplexies and Epeleplies, is of- 
ten the Cafe, fuch would be taken fuddenly ve- 
ry fick, and would run toa Bench or Bulk, or any 
convenient Place that offer’d it felf, or to their own 
Houfes, if poifible, as I mentioned before. and there 
fit down,grow faint and die. This kind of dyingwas 
- much the fame,.as it was with thofe who die of com- 
mon Mortifications, who die fwooning, and as it 
were, go away in a Dream, fich as cicd t i 
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very little Notice of their being infected at all, till 
the Gangreen was fpread thro’ their whole Body ; 
nor could Phyficians themfelves, know certainly 
how it was with them, till they opened their Breaits, 
or other Parts of their Body, and faw the Tokens. 
We had at this Time a great many frightful Sto- 
ries told us of Nurfes and Watcamen, who looked 
after the dying People, that isto fay, hird Nurfes, 
who attended infected People, ufing them barbarouf- 
ly, ftarving them, {mothering them, or by other 
wicked Means, haftening their End, that 1s to fay, 
murthering of them : And Watchmen being fet 
to guard Houfes that were fhut up, when there has 
been but one perfon left, and perhaps, that one ly- 
ing fick, that they have broke in and murthered 
that Body, and immediately thrown them out into 
the Dead-Cart | and fo they have gone fcarce cold 
to the Grave. | 
I cannot fay, but that fome fuch Murthers were 
committed, and I think two were fent to Prifon for 
it, but died before they could be try d; and I have 
heard that three others, at feveral Times, were ex~ 
cufed for Murthers of that kind, but I muftfay I 
believe nothing of its being fo commion a Crime, as 
fome have fince been pleas’d to fay, nor did it feem 
to be fo rational, where the People were brought fo 
low as not to be able to help themielves, for fuch 
feldom recovered, and there was no Temptation to 
commit a Murder, at leaft, none equal to the Fatt 
where they were fure Perfons would die in fo fhort 
a Time’; and could not live. | 
That there were a great many Robberies and 
wicked Praétifes committed even in this dreadful 
‘Time I donot deny; the Power of Avarice was fo 
{trong in fome, that they would run any Hazard to 
fteal and to plunder, and particularly m Houfes 
where all the Families, or Inhabitants have been 
dead, and carried ont, they would break inat all 
Hazards, and without Regard to the Danger of In- 
fection, 
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fection, take even the Cloths off, of the dead Bodies, 
and the Bed-cloaths from others where they lay dead, 

This, I fappofe, muft be the Cafe of a Family in 
Houndfditch, where a Man and his Daughter, the 
refl of the Family being, as I fuppofe, carried away be- 
fore by the Dead-Cart, were found ftark naked, one 
in one Chamber, and one in another, lying Dead on 
the Floor; and the Cloths of the Beds, from whence, 
tis fuppofed they were roll’d off by Thieves, ftoln, 
and carried quite away. 

It is indeed to be obferv’d, that the Women were 
in all this Calamity, the moft rafh, fearlefs, and def= 
perate Creatures; and as there were vaft Numbers 
that went about as Nurfes, to tend thofe that were 
fick, they committed a great many petty Thieve- 
ries inthe Houfes where they were employed ; and 
fome of them were publickly whipt for it, when 
perhaps, they ought rather to have been hanged. 
for Examples ; for Numbers of Houfes were robbed. 
on thefe Occafions, till at length, the Parithh Of 
ficers were fent to recommend Nurfes to the Sick, 
and always took an Account who it was they fent, 
foas that they might call them to account, if the 
Houfe had been abufed where they were placed. 

But thefe Robberies extended chiefly to Wearing- 
Cloths, Linen, and what Rings, or Money they could 
come at, when the Perfon dyed who was under their 
Care, but not to a general Plunder of the Houfes ; 
and I could give an Account of one of thefe Nurfes, 
who feveral Years after, being on her Death-hed, 
confeft with the utmoft Horror, the Robberries fhe 
had committed at the Time of her being a Nurfe, 
and by which fhe had enriched her felf toa ereat 
Degree: But as for murthers, I do not find that 
there was ever any Proof of the Fa¢ts, in the man- 
ner, as it has been reported, except as above. 

They did tell me indeed of a Nurfe in one 
place, that laid a wet Cloth upon the Face of a dy- 
ing Patient; who fhe tended, and fo put an End 

H 2 to 
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to his Life, who was juft expiring before: And another 
that {mother’d a young Woman fhe was looking to, 
when fhe was in a fainting fit, and would have come 
ro her felf: Some that kill’d them by giving them 
one Thing, fome another, and fome ftarved them by 
giving them nothing at all: But thefe Stories had two 
Marks of Sufpicion that always attended them, which 
caufed me always to flight them, and to look on them 
as meer Stories, that People continually frighted one 
another with. (1.) That wherever it was that we 
heard it, they always placed the Scene at the far- 
ther End of the Town, oppofite, or moft remote 
from where you were to hear it : If you heard it in 
White-Chapel, it had happened at St. Giles’s, or at 
Weflminfter, of Holborv, or that End of the Town; 
if you heard of it at thar End of the Town, then 
s+ was done in White-Chapel, or the Menories, ot about 
Cripplegate Parith: It you heard of it in the City, 
why, then it had happened in Southwark ; and if you 
heard of it in Southwark, then it was done in the City, 
and the like. 

In the next Place, of what Part foever'you heard 
the Story, the Particulars were alwaysthe fame, efpe- 
cially that of laying a wet double Clout on a dying 
Man’s Face, and that of {mothering a young Gentle- 
woman; fothat it was apparent, at leaft. to my Judg- 
ment, that there was more of Tale than of Truth in 
thofe Things. 

However, I cannot fay; but it had fome Effect up- 
on the People, and particnlarly that, as I faid be- 
fore, they grew more cautious who they took. into 
their Houfes, and who they trufted their Lives with ; 
and had. them always recommended, if they could 3 
and where they could not find fuch, for they were 

not very: plenty, they applied to the Parith Of- 
ficers. 

But here again, the Mifery of that Time lay upon 
the Poor, who being infeéted, had neither Food or 
Phyfick 3 neither Phyfician or Appothecary to afhift 

them 
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them, or Nurfeto attend them : Many of thofe died 
calling for help, and even for Suftenance out at their 
Windows, in a moft miferable and deplorable man- 
ner; but it mult be added, that when ever the Ca- 
fes of fuch Perfons or Families, were reprefented to 
my Lord: Mayor, they always were reliev'd. 

It is true, in fome Houfes where the People were 
not very poor; yet, where they had fent perhaps 
their Wives and Children away ; and if they had any 
Servants, they had been difmilt ; J fay itis true, that 
to fave the Expences, many fuch as thefe thut 
themfelves in, and not having Help, dy’d afone. 

A Neighbour and Acquaintance of mine, having 
fome Money owing to him from a Shopkeeper in 
White Crofs ftreet,. or there abouts, fent his Appren- 
tice, a youth abour18 Years of Age, to endeavout 
to get the Money: He came tothe Door, and find- 
ing it fhut, knocke pretty hard, and as he thought, 
heard fome Body anfwer within, but was not fure, 
So he waited, and after fome flay knockt again, and 
thena third Time, when he heard fome Body com- 
ing down Stairs. 

At length the Man of the Houfe came to the Door 5 
he had on his Breeches or Drawers, anda yellow 
Flannel Waftcoat; no Stockings, a pair of Slipt-Shoes, 
a white Cap on his head; and as the young Man 
faid, Death in his Face. | 

When he open’d the Door, fays he, what do you 
difturb me thus for? the Boy, tho’ a little furpriz d, re- 
ply’d, Icome from fuch a one, and my Mafier fent me 
for the Money, which he fays you know of: Very ‘well 
“Child, returns the living Ghoft, call as you go by at 
Cripplegate Church, and bid them ving the Bell, and with 
thofe Words, fhut the Door again, and went up 4- 
gain and Dy’d, Thafame Day; nay, perhaps the 
fame Hour: This, the young Man told me himfelf, 
and I have Reafon to believe it. This was while 
the Plague was not come to a Height: I think 1¢ 
was in June; Towards the latter End of the Months 
- : H 3 ts 
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it muft be before the Dead Carts came about, and 
while they ufed the Ceremony of Ringing the Bell 
for the Dead, which was over for certain, in that Pa- 
rifh ac leaft, before the Month of Fuly ; for by the 
25th of Fuly, there died 550 and upward in a Week, 
and then they cou’dno more bury in Form, Rich or 
Poor. 

- Lhave mention’d above, that notwithftanding this 
dreadful Calamity ; yet the Numbers of Thieves 
were abroad upon all Occafions, where they had 
found any Prey; and that thefe were generally Wo- 
men- It was one Morning about 11a Clock, I 
had walk’d out to my Brothers Houfe in Coleman’ s- 
fireet Parith, as I often did, to fee that.-all was Safe. 

My Brother's Houfe had a little Court be- 
fore it, anda Brick-Wall with a Gate init; and 
within that, feveral Ware-houfes, whereshis Goods 
of feveral Sortslay: It happen’d, that in one of thefe 
Ware-houfes, were feveral Packs of Womens high- 
Crown’d Hats, which came out of the Country; and 
were, as] fuppofe, for Exportation ; whither I know 
not. 

I was furpriz’d that when I came near my Brother’s 
Door, which was in a Place they call’d Swan-Aley, 
I met three or four Women with High-crown’d Hats 
on their Heads; and as I remembred afterwards, 
one, if not more, had fome Hats likewife in their 
Hands : but as I did not fee them come ont at my 
Brother's Door, and not knowing that my Brother 
had any fuch Goods in his Ware-houfe, I did not 
offer.to fay any Thing to them, but went crofs the 
Way to fhun meeting them, as was ufual to do at 
that Time, for fear of the Plague. But whenI came 
nearer to the Gate, I met another Woman with 
more Hats come out of the Gate. What Bufinefs 
Mifirefs, {aid 1, have you bad there? There are more 
People there, faid fhe, I have had no mare Bufi- 
nefs there than they. I was haity to get to the Gate 
then, and faid no more to her; by which meang-the. 

oo Sor 
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got away. But jut as I came to the Gate, I 
{aw two more coming crofs the Yard to come out 
with Hats alfo on their Heads, and under their 
Arms; at which I threw the Gate too behind més; 
which having a Spring Lock faftened it felf; and 
turning to-the Women, forfooth faid I, what are 
ye doing here? and feiz’d upon the Hats, and took 
them from them. One of them, who I contefs, 
did not look like a Thief. Indeed fays fhe, we are 
wrong; but we were told, they were Goods that 
had no Owner ; be pleas’d to take them again, and 
look yonder, there are more fuch Cuftomers as we: 
She cry’d and look’d pitifully ; fo I took the Hats 
from her, and opened the Gate, and bad them be 
gone, for I pity’d the Women indeed; But when I 
jook’d towards the Ware-houfe, as. the directed, 
there were fix or feven more all, Women, fitting them- 
felves with Hats, as unconcerned and. quiet, as if 
they had been at a Hatters Shop, buying for their 
Money. 

I was furpriz’d, not at the Sight of fo many Thieves 
only, but at the Circumftances I was in; being now 
to thruft my {elf in among fo many People, who for 
{ome Weeks, had been fo fhye of my felf, that if Imet 
any Body in the Street, 1 would crofs the Way 
from them. 

They were equally furpriz’d, tho’ on another Ac- 
count: They all told me, they were Neighbours, 
that they had heard any one might take them, that 
they were no Bodies Goods, andthe like. I talk’ec 
big tothem at firlt; went back to the Gate, and 
took out the Key 5 fothat they were all my Prifce 
ners; threaten’d to Lock them all into the Ware- 
honfe, and go and fetch my Lord Mayor’s Officers 
for them, 

They beg’d heartily, protefted they found the 
Gate open, and the Ware-houfe Door opens and, 
that ir had no doubt been broken open by fome, 
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which indeed, was reafonable to believe, becaufe the 
Lock, was broke, and a Padlock that hung tothe 
Door onthe our-fide alfo loofe ; and not abundance 
of the Hats catry’d away. 

At length I confider'd, that this was not a Time 
to be Cruel and Rigorous; and befides that, it 
would neceflarily oblige me to go much about, to 
have feveral People come to me, andI goto feveral, 
whofe Circumftances of Health, I knew nothing of ; 
and that even, at this Time the Plague was fo high, 
asthat there dy’d 4000 a Week ; fothat in fhowing 
my Refentment, or even in feeking Juftice for my 
Brother’s Goods, I might lofe my own Life ; fo I 
contented my felf, with taking the Names and Places 
where fome of them lived who were really Inhabi- 
tants In the Neighbournood; and threatning that 

> Brother fhould call them to an Account for it, 
when -he return’ to his Habitation. 

Then I talk’d a little upon anocher Foot with 
chem ; and ask’d them how they could do fuch Things 
as thefe, ina Time. of. fuch general Calamity ; and 
as it were, in the Face of Gods moft-dreadful Judg- 
ments, when the Plague was at their very Doors ; 
and it may be in their very Houfes ; and they did not 
know, but that the Dead-Cart might ftop at their 
Doors ina few Hours, to carry them to their Graves. 

I con’d not perceive that my Difcourfe made much 
Impreffion upon them ailthat while; till it happened, 
that there came two Men of the Neighbourhood, 
hearing of the Difturbance, and knowing my Brother, 
for they had been both dependants upon his Family, 
and tl me came to my Affiftance: “Thefe being as I 
faid Neighbours, prefently knew three of the Wo- 
men, and told me who they were, and where they 
jiv’d 5 and itfeems, they had given me a true Account 
of themfelves before. 

This brings thefe two Mento a farther Remem- 
brance: The Name of one was John Hayward, who 
was at that Time under-Sexton, of the Paridh of St. 
| Stephen 
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Stephen Coleman-ftreet; by under Sexton, was under- 
ftood at thac Time Grave-digger and Bearer of the 
Dead. ‘This Man carry’d or affifted to carry 
all the Dead to their Graves, which were bury’d 
in that large Parifh, and who were carried in Form ; 
and after that Form of Burying was ftopt, went. with 
the Dead Cart and the Bell, to fetch rhe dead Bodies 
from the Houfes where they lay, and fetch’d many 
of them out of the Chambers and Houfes ; for the 
Parifh was, and is ftillremarkable, particularly above 
all the-Parifhes in London, for a great Number of Al- 
leys, and Thorovgh: fares very long,into which no Carts 
cou'd come, and where they were oblig’d to go and 
fetch the Bodies a very long Way; which Alleys now 
remain to Witnefs it; fuch as Whites-Alley, Crofs-Key- 
Court, Swan-Alley, Bell- Alley, White- Horfe- Alley, and 
many more: Here rhey went with a kind of Hand- 
Barrow, and lay’d the Dead Bodies on it, and car- 
ry’d them out to the Carts; which work he perform- 
ed, and never had the Diftemper at all, but livd 
above 20 Year after it, and was Sexton of the Parifh 
to the Time of his Death. His Wife at the fame, time 
was a Nurfe to infected People, and tended many 
that. died in the Parifh, being for her honefty recom- 
mended by the Parifh Officers, yet fhe never was in- 
fected neither. 

He never ufed any Prefervative againft the Infecti- 
on, other than holding Garlick and Rue in his Mouth, 
and fmoaking Tobacco; this T alfo had from his 
own Mouth; and his Wife’s Remedy was wathing 
her Head in Vinegar, and fprinkling her Head-Cloths 
fo with Vinegar, asto keep them always Moift; and 
if the {mell of any of thofefhe waitd on was more 
than ordinary Offenfive, fhe fnuft Vinegar up her 
Nofe, and f{prinkled Vinegar upon her Head-Cloths, 
and helda Handkerchief weted with Vinegar to het 
Mouth. 

It muft be confeft, that tho’ the Plague was chief- 
ly among the Poor; yet, were the Poor the moe 
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Venturous and Fearlefs of it, and ‘went about their 
Employment, with a Sort of brutal Courage; I mutt 
call it fo, for it was founded neither on Religion or 
Prudence ; fcarfe did they ufe any Caution, but run 
into any Bufinefs, which they conld get Employment 
in, tho’ it was the moft hazardous ; fuch was that of 
tending the Sick, watching Houfes fhut up, carrying 
infeed Perfons to the Peflt-Houfe; and which was 
till worfe, carrying the Dead away to their Graves, 

It was under this $ohu Haywara’s Care, and within 
his Bounds, that the Story of the Piper, with which 
People have made themfelvesfo merry, happen’d, and 
he aflurd me that it was true. Itisfaid, that it was 
a blind Piper; but as Foku told me, the Fellow was 
not blind, but an ignorant weak poor Man, and ufual- 
ly walked his Rounds about 10 a Clock at Night, 
and went piping along from Door to Door, and the 
People ufually took him in at Public Houfes where 
they knew him, and would give him Drink and Vi@- 
vais, and fometimes Farthings; and he in Return, 
would Pipe and Sing, and talk fimply, which divert~- 
ed the People, and thus he livd: It was but a very 
bad Time for this Diverfion, while Things were as 
I have told ; yet the poor Fellow went about as ufual, 
but was almoft ftarv’d; and when any Body ask'd 
how hedid, he would anfwer, the Dead Cart had 
not taken him yet, but that they had promifed to call 
for him next Week. 

It happen’d one Night, that this poor Fellow, whe- 
whether fome body had given him too much Drink or 
no, Fobn Hayward {aid, he had not Drink. in his 
Houle ; but rhat they had given hima little more Vict~ 
vials than ordinary at a Public Houfe in Coleman fireet , 
and the poor Fellow having not ufually had a Belly- 
full, or perhaps nota good while, was laid all along 
upon the Top of a Bulk or Stall, and falta fleep at a 
Door, in the Street near London-Wall, cowards Cripple 
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gate, and that upon the fame Bulk or Stall, the Peo- 
ple of fome Honfe, in the Alley cf which the Houfe 
was a Corner, hearing a Bell; which they always 
-rung before the Cart came, had laid a Body teally 
dead of the Plague juft by him, thinking too, that 
‘this poor Fellow had been a dead Body as the other 
was, and laid there by fome of the Neighbours. 
Accordingly when Sohn Hayward with his Bell and 
i the Cart came along, finding two dead Bodies lie up- 
) on the Stall they took them up with the Inftrument 
they ufed, and threw them into the Cart; and all 
this while the Piper flept foundly. 7 

From hence they pafled along, and took in o- 
ther dead Bodies, till, as honeft Sfohu Hayward told 
me, they almoft burried him alive, in the Cart, 
yet all this While he flept foundly ; at length the 
f Cart came to the Place where the Bodies were to be 
“thrown into the Grounes which, as 1 do remember, 
was at Mount-mill; and asthe Cart ufually ftopt fome 
’ Time before they were ready to fhoot out the melan- 
| cholly Load they had in it, as foon as the Cart ftop‘d, 
the Fellow awaked, and ftruggled a little to ger his 

Head out from among the dead Bodies, when railing 
himfelf up in the Cart, he called out, Hey! where am 
I? This frighted the Fellow that attended abouc the 
Work, but after fome Paufe John Hayward recovering 
himfelf faid, Lord blefs us. There's fome Body in the Cart 
| not quite dead! Soanother call’d to him and faid, Who 
ave you 2 the Fellow anfwered, I am the poor Piper. 
Where am 12 Where ave you! {ays Hayward ; why, you 
are in the Dead-Cart, and we are a-going to bury you. But 
I ant dead tho’, am I? fays the Piper; which made 
them laugh a little, tho’ as Fohu faid, they were hear 
tily frighted at firft ; fo they help’d the poor Fellow 
down, and he went about his Bufinefs. 

‘I know the Story goes, he fet up his Pipes in the 
Cart, and frighted the Bearers, and others, fo that 
they ran away ; but fohnw Hayward did not tell the 
Story fo, nor fay any Thing of his Piping at all; but 
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that he was’a poor Piper, and that he was carried 
away as above I am fully fatisfied of the Truth of. 

It is to be noted here, that the Dead Carts in the 
City were not not confin’d to particular Parifhes, but 
one Cart went thro’ feveral Parifhes, according as the 
Numbers of Dead prefented ; nor were they ty’d to 
catry the Dead to their refpeGiive Parifhes, but ma- 
ny of the Dead, taken up in the City, were carried 
to the Burying-Ground in the Out-parts, for waut 
of Room. 

I have already mentioned the Surprize, that this 
Judgment was at firlt among the People, I muft 
be allowed to give fome of my Obfervations onthe 
more ferious and religious Part. Surely never City, 
at leaft, of this Bulk and Magnitude, was taken in 
a Condition fo perfectly unprepar’d for {uch a dread- 
ful Vifitatton, whether I am to {peak of the Civil 
Preparations, or Religious ; they were indeed, as 
if they had had no Warning, no Expe&ation, no Ap- 
prehenfions, and confequently the leaft Provifion ima- 
ginable, was made for it ina publick Way; for Ex- 
ample. 

The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs had made no Pro- 
vilion as Magiftrates, for the Regulations which 
were to be obferved; they had gone into no Mea- 
fures for Relief of the Poor. 

The Citizens had no publick Magazines, or Store- 
Houfes for Corn, or Meal, for the Subfiftence of the 
Poor; which, if they had provided themfelves, as in 
fuch Cates is done abroad, many miferable Families, 
who were now reduc’d to the utmoft Diftrefs, would 
have been reliev’d, and that in a better Manner, than 
now could be done. 7 

The Stock of the City’s Money; I carrfay but little 
to, the Chamber of London was faid to be exceeding 
rich; and it may-be concluded, that they were fo, 
by the vait Sums of Money iffued from thence, in the 
xe- building the publick Edifices after the Fire of Lox- 
don, and in Building new Works, fuch as, for. the 
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irft Part, the Guild- Hall, Blackwell-Hall, Part of Lea- 
Iden Hall, Half the Exchange, the Seffion-Houfe, the Comp- 
ter ; the Prifons of Ludgate, Newgate, @c. {everal of the 
WWharfs, and Stairs, and Landing-places on the Ri- 
ver; all which were either burnt down or damaged 
Iby the great Fire of Lowdon, the next Year after the 
/Plague ; and of the fecond Sort, the Monument, Fleet- 
ditch with its Bridges, aud the Hofpital of Bethlem, or 
| Bedlam, &c. But poffibly the Managers of the City's 
| Credit, at that Time, made more Confcience of break- 
ing in upon-the Orphan’s Money; to thew Charity 
I to the diftrefs’d Citizens, than the Managers in the 
| following Yeats did, to beautify the City, and re- 
} edify the Buildings, tho’ in the firlt Cafe, the Lofers 
} would have thought their Fortunes better beftow’d, 
) and the Publick Faith of the City have been lefs fub- 
} jcGed to Scandal and Reproach. 
It mnft be acknowledg’d that the abfent Citizens, 
J who, tho’ they were fled for Safety into the Coun- 
i try, were yet greatly interelted inthe Welfare of thoie 
| who they left behind, forgot not to contribute li- 
| berally to the Relief of the Poor, and large Sums 
| were alfo collected among Trading- Towns in the re- 
| moteft Parts of of England; and as | have heard alfo, 
the Nobility andthe Gentry, in all Parcs of England, 
. took the deplorable Condition of the City into theit 
| Confideration, and fent uplarge Sums of Moneyin 
| Charity, to the Lord Mayor and Magiftrates, ‘for 
Sethe Relief of the Poor; the King alfo, as I was tola, 
L ordered a thoufand Pounds a. Week to be diftribut= 
ed in four Parts; one Quarter>to the City and Li- 
berties of Weflminfter : one Quarter, or Part, among 
| the Inhabitants of the Southwark Side of the Water ; 
| one Quarter to the Liberty and Parts within, of the 
City, exclufive of the City, within the Walls; and, 
one fourth Part to the Suburbs in the County of 
Middlefex, and the Eaft and North Parts ot the Ci- 
ty: Bucthis latter 1 only {peak of asa Report. 
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Certain it 1s, the greateft Part of the Poor, or Fa= 
milies, who formerly livd by their Labour, or by 
Retail-Trade, liv’d now on Charity ; and had there 
not been prodigious Sums of Money given by chari- 
table, weil-minded Chriftians, for the Support of 
fuch, the City could never have fubfifted. There 
were, no Queftion, Accounts kept of their Chari- 
ty, and of the juft Diftribution of ic by the Magi- 
ftrates: But as {uch Mulitudes of thofe very Officers 
died, thro’ whofe Hands it was diftributed; and al- 
fo that, asI have been told, moft of the Accounts 
of thofe Things were loft in the great Fire which 
happened in the very next Year, and which burnt e- 
ven the Chamberlain’s Office, and many of theit 
Papers ; fol could never come at the particular Aec- 
count, which I ufed great Endeavours to have feen. 

Ic may, however, be a Dire@tion in Cafe of the 
Approach of a like Vifitation, which God keep the 
City from ; I fay, it may be of ufe to obferve 
that by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, 
at that ‘Time, in diftributing Weekly, great Sums 
of Money, for Relief of the Poor, a Multitude of 
People, who would otherwife have perifhed, were 
relieved, and their Lives prefervd. And here let 
me enter into a brief State of the Cafe of the Poor 
at that Time, and what Way apprehended from them, 
from whence may be judg’d hereafter, what may be 
expected, if the like Diftrefs fhould come upon the 
City. 

At the Beginning of the Plague, when there was 
now no more Hope, but that the whole City would 
be vifited, when, as I have faid, all that had Friends 
or Eftates in the Country, retired with their Fami- 
lies, and when, indeed, one would have thought 
the very City it felf was running out of the Gates, 
and that there would be no Body left behind. You 
may be fure; from that Hour, all Trade, except fuch 
as related to immediate Subfiftenee, was, as it were, 
at a full Stop. 
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This is fo lively a Cafe, and contains in it fo mueh 
of the real Condition of the People ; that I chink, 
) Icannot be too particular in it; and therefore I defcend 
to the feveral Arrangements or Clafles of People, who 
fejl into immediate Diftrefs upon this Occafion: For 
Example, 


1, All Mafter Work-men in Manufadures, efpectally 
fuch as belong’d to Ornament, and the lefs ieceffary 
Parts of the People drefs Cloths and Furmiture for Hou- 
fes, fuch as Riband Weavers, and other Weavers 
Gold and Silverlace-makers, and Gold and Silverwyer- 
drawers, Seemftreffes, Milleners, Shoe-makers, Hat-ma- 
hers and Glove-makers : Alfo Upboldjterers, Foyners, Ca- 

| binet-makers, Looking-glajs-makers , and innumerable 

| = ‘Trades which depend upon fuch as thefe , fay the Ma- 
fier Workmen in fuch, flopt their Work, difmift their 

Fourneymen, and Workmen, and all their Dependants. 

2. As Merchaudizing was at a full flop, for very few Ships 
ventur’d to come up the River, aud none at all went out ; fo 
all the extraordinary Officers of the Cuftomes, likewife the 
Water men, Carmen, Porters, and al theP oor, whofe Labour 
depended upon the Merchauts, were at once difmift, aud 
put out of Bufinels. 

3. Allthe Tradefinen ufually employ’d in building or repare- 
ing of Houfes, were ata full Stop, for the People were far 
from wanting to build Houfes, when fo many thoufand 
Houfes were at once (tript of their Inhabitants ; fo that this 
one Article turn’d all the ordinary Work-men of that 
Kind out of Bufinefss fuch as Brick-layers, Mafons, Car- 
peuters, Foyners, Plafterers, Painters, Glaziers, Smiths, 
Plumbers ; and all the Labourers depending on fuch. 

4. As Navigation was at a Stop ; our Ships neither coming 

in, or going out as before ; fo theSeamen were allout of Em- 
ployment, and many of them in the laftand loweft Degree 
of Diftrefs, and with the Seamen, were all the feve- 
val Tradefmen, and Workimen belonging to and depend- 
ing upon the building, and fitting out of Ships; fuch as 

Ship Carpenters, Caulkers, Rope-makers, Dry-Coopers, 

athe 


Pi 2 MEMOIRS of 


Sail-makers, <Anchor-Smiths, and other Smiths ; Block 
makers, Carvers, Gun Smiths, Ship-Chandlers, Ship- 
Carvers and the like; The Mafters of thofe perhaps 
might live upon their Subftance; but the Traders were 
Univerfally at a Stop, and confequently all their Work- 
men difcharged : Add to thefe, that the River was in a 
manner without Boats, and all or moft part of the Wa- 
termen, Lighternten, ~Roat-builders, and Lighter-buil- 
ders in like manuer idle, aud laid by. 
_ All Families retrench’d their living as much as poffible, 
as weil thofe that fled, as thofe that flay’d;, fo that an in- 
numerable Multitude of Footmen, ferving Men, Shop- 
keepers, ‘fourney-men, Merchants-Book-keepers, and 
fuch Sort of People, and efpecially poor Maid Servants 
were turn'd off, and left Friendlefs and Helplefs without 
Employmeut, and without Habitation ; and this was 
really a difmal Article. 


A 


I might be more particular as to this Part: But 
it may fuffice to mention in general; all Trades be- 
ing ftopt, Employment ceafed ; the Labour, and by 
that, the Bread of the Poor were cut off ; and at firft 
indeed, the Cries of the poor were moft lamentable to 
hear; tho’ by the Diftribution of Charity, their 
Mifery that way was greatly abated: Many indeed 
fled into the Countries ; butthoufands of them having 
ftay’d in Londow, til nothing but Defperation fent 
them away; Death overtook themon the Road, and 
they ferv’d for no better than the Meflengers of Death, 
indeed, others*carrying the Infection along with them 3 
{preading it very unhappily intothe remoteft Parts of 
the Kingdom. 

Many of thefe were the miferable Objeéts of Dif- 
pair which I have mention’d before, and were re- 
mov’d by the Deftru@ion which followed ; thefe 
might be faid to perifh, not by the Infeétion it felf, 
but by the Confequence of it’;.indeed, namely, by 
Funger and Diftrefs, and the Want ofall Things ; 
being without Lodging, without Money, without 

Friends, 
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Friends, without Means to get their Bread, or with- 
out any One to give it them, for many of them were 
without what we call legal Settlements, and fo could 
not claim of the Parifhes, and all the Support they 
had, was by Application to the Magiltrates tor Relief, 
which Relief was, (to give the Magiftratestheir Due) 
carefully and chearfully adminiftred, as they found it 
neceflary ; and thofe that flgy’d behind never felt the 
Want and Diftrefs of that “Kind, which they felt; 
who went away inthe manner above-noteds 

Let any one who is acquainted with what Multi-. 
tudes of People, get their daily Bread in this City by 
their Labour, whegher Artificers or meet Workmen 5 
I fay, let any Man confider, what muft be the mife= 
rable Condition of this Town, if ona fudden, they 
fhould be all turned out of Employment, thar La- 
bour fhould ceafe, and Wages for Work be no more. 

This was the Cafe with us at that Time, and had 
not the Sums of Money, contributed in Charity by 
well difpofed People, of every Kind, as well abroad 
as at home, been prodigioufly great, it had not been 
in the Power of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, to 
have kept the Publick Peace; nor were they without 
Apprehenfions as it was, that Defparation fhould puth 
the People upon ‘Tumults, and caufe them to rifle the 
Houfes of rich Men, and plunder the Markets of Provi~ 
fions; in which Cafe the Country People, who brought 
Provifions very freely and boldly to Town, would ha 
been terrified {rom coming any more, and the Towa 
would ha’ funk under an unavoidable Famine: 

But the Prudence of my Lord Mayor, and the 
Court of Aldermen within the City, and of the Ju- 
ftices of Peace in the Out-parts was fuch, and they 
were fupported with Money from all Parts fo well, thar 
the poor People were kept quiet, and their Wants eve 
ry where reliev’d, as far as was poffible to be done. 

Two Things, befifies this, contributed to prevent 
the Mob doing any Mifchief: One was, that really 


the Rich themfelves had not laid up Stores of Provi- 
J fions 
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Gons in their Houfes, as indeed, they ought to have 
done, andwhich if they had been wife enough to have 
done, and lock’d themfelves entirely up, as fome few 
did, they had perhaps efcaped the Difeafe better: But 
as it appear’d they had not, fo the Mob had no No- 
tion of finding Stores of Provifions there, if they had 
broken in, as it is plain they were fometimes very 
near doing, and which, if they had, they had finifh’d 
the Ruin of the whole City, for there were no regu- 
lar Troops to ha’ withftood them, nor could the 
‘Traind-Bands have been brought together to defend 
the City, no Men being to be found to bear Arms. 

But the Vigilance of the Lord Mayor, and fuch 
Mazgiltrates as could be had, for fome, even of the Al- 
dermen were Dead, and fome abfent, prevented this ; 
and they did it by the moft kind and gentle Me- 
thods they could think of, as particularly by re- 
lieving the moft defperate with Money, and putting 
others into Bufinefs, and particularly that Employ- 
ment of watching Houfes that were infeGed and fhut 
up; and as the Number of thefe were very great, for 
it was faid, there was at one Time, ten thoufand 
Houfes fhut up, and every Houfe had two Watchmen 
to guard it, viz. one by Night, and the other by 
Day ; this gave Opportunity to employ a very great 
Wumber of poor Men at a Time. 

The Women, and Servants, that were turned off 
from their Places, were likewife employed as Nurfes 
to tend the Sick in all Places ; and this took off a ve- 
ry great Number of them. | 

And, which tho’ a melancholy Article in it felf, 
yet was a Deliverance in its Kind, namely, the 
Plague which raged in a dreadful Manner from the 
Middle of Augujt to the Middle of Oétober, carried off 
in that Time thirty or forty Thoufand of thefe very 
People, which had they been left, would certainly 
have been an unfufferable Burden, by their Poverty, 
shat is to fay, the whole City could not have fupport- 
edthe Expence of them, or have provided ees for 
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them; and they would in Time have been even dri- 
vento the Neceffity of plundering either the City it 
felf, or the Country adjacent, to have fubfified thems 
felyes, which would firlt or laft, have putthe whole 
Nation, a well as the City, into the utmoft Terror 
and Confufion. 

It was obfervable then, that this Calamity of the 
People made them very humble ; for now, for about 
nine Weeks together, there died near a thoufand a- 
Day, one Day with another, even by the Account 
of the weekly Bills, which yet I have Reafon to 
be aflur’d never gave a full Account, by many thou- 
fands; the Confufion being fuch, and the Carts work- 
ing in the Dark, when they carried the Dead; that in 
fome Places no Account at all was kept, but they 
work’don; the Clerks and Sextons not attending fot 
Weeks together, and not knowing what Number the 
carried: This Account is verified by the following 


Bills of Mortality. (pore 
Of all Difeafes: Of the Plagues 


f Aug. 8 t0 Adge ot54 75319 2880 

to 22 — 5568 ——— 4237 

to 29 — 7496 ———— 6102 

3 Aug. 29 to Septe 5 — $252 »———— 6985 
From 4 to12 — 7690 ——— 6544 
to 19. —, $297. ———_ 7165 

to.26 — 64°50 ——— 5533 

_Septe 26 to Of. CE ee I SE Mra rg sree. 4929 

COlLG> == 5068 ees 1907. 

59970 49705 


So that the Grofs of the People were carried off in 
thefe two Months; for as the whole Number which 
was brought in; to die of the Plague, was but 68590 
here, is fifty thoufand of them, within a Triffe, in 
two Months; I {ay 50000, becanfe, as there wants 
295 in the Numbet above, fo there wants two Days 
of two Months, in the Account of Time. 

Now when, E fay, that the Parith Officers did not 
give ina full Account, or were not to be depended 


npon for their Account, let any one but confider how 
hz Men 
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firefs, and when many of them were taken fick them- 
felves, and perhaps died in the very Time when their 
Accounts were to be given in, I mean the Parifh- 
Clerks ; befides inferior Officers; for tho’ thefe poor 
Men ventured at al! Hazards, yet they were far from 
being exempt from the common Calamity, efpecially, 
if it be true,that the Parifh of Stepuey had within the 
Year, one hundred and fixteen Sextons, Grave-diggers, 
and their Affiftants, that is to fay, Bearers, Bell-men, 
and Drivers of Carts, for carrying off the dead Bodies. 
Indeed the Work was not of a Nature to allow 
them Leifure, to take anexa@ Tale of the dead Bo- 
dies, which were all huddled together in the Dark 
into a Pit; which Pit, or Trench, no Man could 
come nigh, but at the utmoft Peril. I obferv’d of- 
ten, that in the Parifhes of Algate, and Cripplegate, 
White-Chappel and Stepmy, there was five, fix, feven, 
and eight hundred ina Week, in the Bills, whereas 
it we may believe the Opinion of thofe that liv’d in 
the City, all the Time, as wellasI, there died fome- 
times 2000 a-Week in thofe Parifhes; and I faw it 
inder the Hand of one, that made as ftri@ an exa- 
mination into that Part as he could, that there really 
died an hundred thoufand People of the Plague, in 
it that one Year, whereas the Bills, the Articles of 
the Plague, was but 68590. ‘ 
It 1 may be allowed to give my Opinion, by what 
(faw with my Eyes, and heard from other People 
that were Eye Witnefles, Ido verily believe the (ame, 
wiz. that there died, at leaft, r00000 of the Plague 
only, befides other Diftempers, and befides thofe 
which died in the Fields, and High-ways, and {e- 
eret Places, out of the Compafs of the Communica- 
tion, as it was called; and who were not put down in 
the Bills, tho’ they really belonged to the Bady of 
the Inhabitants. It was known to us all, that abun- 
dance of poor difpairing Creatures, who had the 
Ditiemper upon them, and were grown ftupid, or 
me- 
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melancholly by their Mifery, as many were, wale 
dred away into the Fields, and Woods, and into fe- 
cret uncouth Places, almoft any where to creep into 
a Bufh, or Hedge, and DIE. 

The Inhabitants of the Villages adjacent would in 
Pity, carry them Food, and fet itat a Diltance, that 
they might fetch it, if they were able, and {ometimes 
they were not able; and the next Time they went, 
they fhould find the poor Wretches lie dead, and the 
Food untouch’d. ‘The Number of thefe miferable Ob- 
je&s were many, and I know fo many that perifn'd 
thus, and fo exactly where, that I believe Icould go 
to the very Place and digtheir Bones up ftill; for the 
Country People would go and dig a Hole ata Di- 
lance from them, and then with long Poles, and 
Hooks at the End of theni, drag the Bodies into thefe 
Pics, and then throthe Earth in Form as far as they 
could caft it to cover them ; taking notice how the 
Wind blew, and fo coming on that Side which theSea- 
men call to-Wind-ward, that the Scent of the Bodies 
might blow from them ; "and thus great Numbers 
went out of the World, who were never known of 
any Account of them taken, as well within the Bills 
of Mortality as without. om 

This indeed Ihad, in the main, only from the Re- 
lation of others ; for I feldom walk’d into the Fields, 
except towards Bednal-green and Hackuey ; or as here- 
after: But when I did walk I always faw a great ma- 
ny poor Wanderers at a Diltance, but I could know 
little of their Cafes; for whether it were inthe Street, 
ot in the Fields, if we had feen any Body coming, it 
was a general Method to walk away ; yet I believe 
the Account is exactly true. 

As this puts me upon mentioning my walking 
the Streets and Fields, I cannot omit taking no: 
tice what a defolate Place the City was at that 
Time: Thegreat Street I livd in, which is knowt 
tobe one of the. broadeft of all the Streets of Loi 
dom. ¥ mean of the Suburbs as well as the Liber- 
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ties; all the Side where the Butchers lived, efpecial- 
Jy without the Bars. was more like a green Field 
than a paved Street, and the People generally went 
in the middle with the Horfes and Carts: It is true, 
that the tartheft End towards White-Chappel Church, 
was not all pav’d, but even the Part that was pav d 
was full of Grafs alfo; but this need not feem ftrange 
fince the great Streets within the City, fuch as Lea- 
den-hall-Street, Bifbopgate-Street, Corubill, and even the 
Exchange it felf, had Grafs growing in them, in fe- 
veral Places; neither Cart or Coach were {een in the 
Streets from Morning to Evening, except fome Coun- 
try Carts to bring Roots and Beans, or Peafe, Hay 
and Straw, to the Market, and thofe but very few, 
compared to what was ufual: As for Coaches the 

were {carce ufed, but to carry fick People to the Peft- 
Houle, and to other Hofpitals; and fome few to carry 
Phyficians to fuch Places as they thought fit to ven- 
ture to vilit; for really Coaches were dangerous things, 
and People did not Care to venture into them, becaufe 
they did not know who might have been carried in 
them laft; and fick ipfeQ@ed People were, as F have 


Jaid, ordinarily carried in them to the Peft-Houfes, 
and fometimes People expired in them as they went 
a: ORS. 


it is true, when the Infeétion. came to fuch a Height 
as T have now mentioned, there were very few Phyfi- 
cians, which car’d to ftir abroad to fick Houfes, and 
very many of the moft eminent of the Faculty were 
dead as well as the Surgeons alfo, for now it was in- 
Geed a cifmal time, and for about a Month together, 
not taking any Notice of the Bills of Mortality, I be- 
lieve there did not die lefs than 1500 or 1700 a-Day, 

one Day with another. | : 
One of the worlt Days we had in the whole Time, 
as I thought, was in the Beginning of September, when 
indeed good People began to think, that God was 
refolved to make a full End of the People in this mil- 
¢ City. This was at that Time when ‘the 
“ep Abphceth Plague 
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Plague was fully come into the Eaftern Parifhes: The 
Parith of Algate, if may give my Opinion buried above 
a thoufand a Week for two Weeks, tho’ the Bills did 
not fay fo many ; but it furrounded me at fo difmal a 
rate, that there was not a Houfe intwenty uninfected 5 
in the Minories, in Houndfditch, and in thofe Parts of A- 
gate Parifh about the Butcher- Row, and the Alleys over 4= 
ganift me, I fay in thofe placesDeath reigned in every 
Corner. White Chapel Parifh was in the fame- Condi- 
tion, and tho’ muc hlefs than the Parifh I fiv’d in; yet 
buty’d near 6o0a Week by the Bills ; and in my Opi- 
nion, near twice as many ; whole Families, and indeed, 
whole Streets of Familes were {wept away togethers 
infomuch, that it was frequent for Neighbonts to call 
to the Bellman, to go to (uch and fuch Houles, and 
fetch out the People, for that they were all Dead. 
And indeed, the Work of removing the dead Bo- 
dies by Carts, was now grown fo very odious and 
dangerous, that it was complain’d of, that the Bearers 
did not take Care to clear fach Houfes, where all the 
Inhabitancs were dead ; but that fometimes the Bodies 
Jay feveral Days unburied, till the neighbouring Fami- 
lies were offended with the Stench, and confequently 
‘nfe@ed ; and this neglect of the Officers was fuch, that 
the Church Wardens and Conftables were fummon’d ta 
look after it ; and even the Juftices of the Hamlets, were 
oblig’d to venture their Lives among them, to quicken 
and encourage them ; for innumerable of the Bearers 
dy’d of the Diftemper, infeéted by the Bodies they 
were oblig’d to come fo near; and had it not been, that 
the Number of poor People who wanted Employment, 
and wantedBread, (as Ihave faid before,) was fo great, 


that Neceffity drove them to undertake any Thing, 


and venture any thing, they would never have found 


People to be employ d 3 and then theBodies of the dead 
would havelain above Ground, and have perifhed and 


rotted in a dreadful Manner. 

But the Magiftrates cannot be enough commended 
iy this, that they kept fuch good Order for the bury- 
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ing of the Dead, that as faft as any of thofe they em- 


ploy’d to carry off, and bury the dead, fell fick or dy’d, 
as was many Times the Cafe, they immediately fup- 
ply’d the places with others 3 which by reafonof the 
great Number of Poor that was left out of Bufinels, 
as above, was not hard to do: This occafion’d, that 
notwithf{tanding the infinite Number of People which 
dy’d, and were fick almoft all together, yet, they were 
always clear'd away, and carry'd off every Night ; 
fo that it was never to be faid of Londen, that the 
living were notable to bury the Dead, 
As the Defolation was greater, during thofe terrible 
Times, fo the Amazement of the People encreas’d ; 
and a thoufand maccountable Things they would do 
in the violence of their Fright, as others did the fame 
in the Agonies of their Diftemper, and this part was 
very affecting ; fome went roaring, and crying, and 
wringing their Hands along the Street ; fome would 
$0 praying, and lifting up their Hands to Heaven, cali- 
ing upon God for Mercy. I cannot fay indeed, whether 
this was not in their Diftra&tion ; but be is Jo, it was 
{till an indication of a more ferious Mind, when they 
had the ufe of their Senfes, and was much better, even 
ast¢ was, than the frightful yellings and cryings that 
every Day, and efpecially in the Evenings, were heard 
in forme Streets. ] {uppofe the World has heard ofthe 
famous Soloman Eagle an Enthufiaft - He tho’ not in- 
tected at all, but in his Head ; went about denouncing 
of Judgment upon the Cityina frightful manner; fome- 
times quite naked, and with 4 Pan of burning Charcoal 
on bis Head: What he faid or pretended, indeed I 
could not learn. : 

I will not fay, whether that Clergyman was diftra- 
€ed or not: Or whether he did it jn pure Zeal for the 
poor People who went every Evening thro’ the Streets 
of White-Chapel ; and with his Hands lifted up, repeat- 
ed that sPart of the Liturgy of the Church continually.; 
Spare us good Lord, Spare thy People whom thou haft redeems= 
€4 withthy mo? precious Slood , I fay, Lcannot {peak pofia 


tively. 
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tivelyof thefe Things ; becaufe thefe were only the 
difmal Objects which teprefented themfelvesto me as I 
look’d thro’ my Chamber Windows (for I feldom open- 
ed the Cafements) while I confin'd my felf within 
Doors, during that moft violent rageing of the Pefti- 
lence ; when indeed, as Ihave faid, many began to 
think, and even to fay, that there would none efcape ; 
and indeed, I began to think fo too ; and therefore kept 
within Doors,for about a Fortnight, and never ftirr’d 
out: But I cou’d not hold it: Befides, there were 
fome People, who notwithftanding the Danger, did 
not omit publickly to attend the Worfhip of God, even 
in the moft dangerous:'Times ; and tho’ it is true, 
that a great many Clergymen did dhut up their Chur- 
ches, and fled as other People did, for the fafety of 
their Lives; yet, all did not do fo, fome ventur’d to 
officiate, and to keep upthe Affemblies of the People 
by conftant Prayers; and fometimes Sermons, or 
Brief Exhortations to Repentance and Reformation, 
and this as long as any would come to hear them ; 
and Diffenters did the like alfo, and even in the very 
Churches, where the Parifh Minifters were either 

ead or fled, nor was there any Room for making 
Difference, atfuch a Time as this was. 

It was indeed a lamentable Thing to hear the mifera- 
ble Lamentations of poor dying Creatures, calling out 
for Miniiters to Comfort them, and pray with them, to 
Counfel them, and to dire@& them, calling out to God 
for Pardonand Mercy, and confeffing aloud their paft 
Sins. It would make the ftouteft Heart bleed to hear 
how many Warnings were then given by dying Peni- 
tents, to others not to put off and delay their Repen- 
tance to the Day of Dittrefs, that {uch a Time of Cala- 
mity as this, wasno Time for Repentance ; wasno 
‘Time to call upon God. I with I could repeat the very 
Sound of thofe Groans, and of thofe Exclamations that 
I heard from fome poor dying Creatures, when in the 
Hight of their Agonies and Diftrefs ; and that I could 
make him that read this hear, asI imagine I now hear 
them, forthe Soundfeems ftillto RinginmyEars. If 
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If I could but tell this Part, in {uch moving Accents 
as fhould alarm the very Soul of the Reader, I fhould 
rejoice that I recorded thofe Things, however fhort and 
imperfect. 

Ir pleafed God that I was ftill fpar’d, and very 
hearty Bay found in Health, but very impatient of be- 
ing pent up within Doors without Air, as I had been 
for 14 Days or thereabouts; and I could not reftrain 

my felt, but I would go tocarry a Letter for my Bro- 
ther to the Poft-Houfe ; then it was indeed, that I 
ebferv'd a profound Silence in the Streets; when I came 
to the Poft-Houfe, as I went to put in my Let- 
ter, | {aw a Man ittand in one Corner of the Yard, and 
ta! kang eto another at a Window; and a third had o- 
pen *da Door belonging to the Office ; In the middle 
or che Yard lay a {mali Leather Purfe, with two Keys 
hanging at it, and Money in it, but no Body would 
meddle withit: Lask’d how long it had Jain there ; 
the Man at the Window faid, it-had Jain almoft an 
Hour ; but that they had not meddled with it, becaufe 
they did not know, but the Perfon who dropt it, 
might come back to look for it. I had no fuch need 
of Money, nor was the Sum fo big, that I had any In- 
clination to meddle with it, or to get the Money at 
the hazardit might be attended with ; fo I feem'd to 
goaway, when the Man who had open ‘j the Door, faid, 
be would take ic up; but fo, thar ifthe right Own- 
er came for it, he fhould be fure to have it: So he went 
in, and fetched a pail of Water, and fetit down hard by 
the Purfe; then went; again, and fetch’d fomeGun- -Ppow= 
der, and caft a good. deal of Powder upon the Parfe, 
and then. made a Train from. that which he had 
thrown loofe upon the Purfe; the train reached about 
two Xards ; after this he goesin athird Time, and 
fetches out a pair of Tongues red hot, and which 
he had prepar’d, I fappofe. on purpofe ; and firft {et- 
ting Fire tothe Train of Powder, that fing’d the 
Parle and alfo {moak’d the Air fufficiently: But he 

was not content with.that; bur he then takes np” 
this 
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tthe Purfe with the Tongs, holding it fo long till the 
Tongs burnt thro’ the Purfe, and then he fhook the 
Money out into the Pail of Water, fo he carried it in. 
The Money, as I remember, was about thirteen Shil- 
lings, and fome {mooth Groats, and Brafs Farthings. 

There might perhaps, have been feveral poor Peo- 
ple, as Ihave obferv'd above, that would have been hardy 
enough to have ventured for the fake of the Money; 
but you may eafily fee by what I have obferv'd, that 
the few People, who were fpar’d, were very careful of 
themfelves, at that Time when the Diftrefs was fo 
excecding great. ; 

Much about the fame Time I walk’d out into the 
Fields towards Bow ; for I had a great, mind to fee 
how things were managed in the River, and among 
the Ships ; andasI had fome Concern in Shipping, I 
had a Notion that it had been one of the belt Ways 
of fecuring ones felf from the Infection to have retird 
into a Ship, and mufing how to fatisfy my Guriofity, 
sn that Point, I turned away over the Fields, from 
Bow to Bromley, and down to Blackwall, to the Stairs, 
which are there for landing, or taking Water. 

Here I faw a poor Man walking on the Bank, ot 
Sea: wall, as they call it, by himfelf, I walked a while 
alfo about, feeing the Houfes all hut up ; at laft I fell 
into fome Talk, at a Diftance, with this poor Man; 
firft I asked him, how People did thereabouts? as, 
Sir! fays he, almoft all defolate; al dead or fick: Here are 
very few Families in this Part, or in that Village, pointing 
at Poplar, where half of them ave not dead already, and the 
veft fick. Then he pointed to one Houle, There they are. 
all dead, {aid he, and the Houfe ftands open ; no Body dares 
90 into it. A poor Thief, fays he, ventured in to fteal fome- 
thing, but he paid dear for his Theft ; for he was curried to 
the ChurchYard too, la Night. Then he pointed tq fez 
veral other Houfes. There, fays he, they are all dead ; the 
Man and his Wife, aud frve Children. There, fays he, they 
are {hut up, you Jee a Watchman at the Door ; and fo of o- 
ther Houfes. Way, lays I, What doyou here all alone $ 

Why, 
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Why, {ayshe, lama poor defolate Man; it has pleafedGodI 
am noe yet uifited, tho’ my Family is, and one of my Children 
dead.“ How do you mean then, faid I, that you are not 
vifited. Why, favs he, that’s my Houfe, pointing to a 
very little low boarded Honfe, and there my poor Wife 
and two Children live, {aid he, if they may be faid to 
live, ; for my Wife and one of the Children ave vifited, but 
F do not come at them. And with that Word I faw the 
Tears run very plentifully down his Face; and fo 
they did down mine too, TI affure you. 

But {aid I, Why do you not come at them 2 How can yor 
abandon your own Flefh, and Blood 2 Oh, Sir! fays he, the 
Lord forbid; I do not abandon them ; I work for them as 
much aslLamable; and bleffed be the Lord, I keep them 
from Want; and with that I obferv'd, he lifted up 
his Eyes to Heaven, with a Countenance that prefent- 
ly told me, had liappened on a Man that was no Hy- 
pocrite, but a ferious, religions good Man, and his 
Ejaculation was an Expreffion of Thanktulnefs, that 
in fuch a Condition as he was in» be fhould be able 
to fay his Family did not want. Well, {ays 1, ho- 
weft Man, that is a great Mercy as things go now with the 
Poor : But how do you live then, and how are you kept from 
the dreadful Calamity that is now upon us all? Why Sir, 
fayshe, Lam a Waterman, and there's my Boat, fays he, 
and the Boat ferves me for a Houfe ; 1 work in it in the ° 
Day; aud I fleep in it in the Night ; and what I get, I lay 
down upon that Stone, {ays he, fhewing me a broad Stone 
On the other Side of the Street, a good way from his 
Houfe, and then, fayshe, F haloo, and call to them til} 
Fimake them hear; and they come and fetch it. 

Well Friend, {ays 1, but how can you get any Money as a 
Waterman ? does any Body go by Water thefe Times? Yes 
Str, fays he, in the Way Tam employ'd there does. Do you 
fee there, { ays he, five Ships lie at Anchor, pointing down 
the River, a good way below the Town, and do you 
fee, fays he, eight or ten Ships lie at the Chain, there, 
aud at Anchur yonder, pointing above the Town. Ale: 
thofe Ships have Families ou board, of their Merchants”. 
ant > 
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and Oumners, and-fuch like, who have lock’d thenafelves 
up, and live on board, clofe fhut in, for fear of the Iafecti- 
on; and I tend on them to fetch Things for them, carry 
Letters, and do what is abfolutely neceffary, that they may 
not be obliged to come on Shore; and every Night Ifaften 
my Boat on board one of the Ship's Boats, and there I fleep 
by myJelf, and bleffed be God, I am preferv'd hitherto. 

Well, {aid 1, Friend, but will they let you come on board, 
after you have been on Shove bere, when this is fuch a ter~ 
vible Place, and fo infected as it is ¢ 

Why, as to that, {aid he, I very feldom go up the Ship 
Side, but deliver what I bring to their Boat, ov lie by the 
Side, and they hoift it un board ; if I did, I think they ave 
in no Danger from me, for I never go into any Houfe on 
Shore, or touch any Body, no, wot of my own Family ; Bus 
I fetch Provifions for them. 

Nay, fays 1, but that may be worfe, for you muft have 
thofe Provifions of fome Body or other ; and fince all this 
Part of the Town is fo infetted, it is dangerous fo much as 
to foeak with any Body; for this Village, {aid}, is as it 
were, the Beginning of London, tho’ it be at fome Difiance 
from it. 

That is true, added he, but you do not underftand me 
Right, I do not buy Provifions for them here; I row up 
to Greenwich and buy frefh Meat there, and fometimes I 
yow down the River to Woolwich and buy there; then l 
go to. fingle Farm Houfes on the Kentifh Side, where lam 
knowk, and buy Fowls and Eggs, and Butter, and bring 
to the Ships, as they divett me, fometimes one, fometimes the 
other s I feldom come on Shove here; and I came now only 
to call to my Wife, and hear how my little Family do, and 
give them alittle Money, which I receiv d laft Night. 

Poor Man ! {aid I, and how much haft thou gottex fur 
them ¢ 

I have gotten four Shillings, {aid he, which is a great 
Sum, as things gonow with poor Mens but they have giver 

me a Bag of Breadtoo, and a Salt Fifh and fome Flefh ; 
fo all helps out. 
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Well, {aid I, and have you given it them yet? 

No, faid he, but I have called, and my Wife has av- 
fuered, that jhe cannot come out yet, but in Half an Hour 
fhe hopes to come, and I am waiting for her: Poor Woman ! 
fays he, fhe is brought fadly down ; fhehas a Swelling, and 
it is broke, and I hope fhe will recover ; but I fear the Child 
will dies but itis the Lord! —“= Here he ftopt, 
and*wept very much. 

Well, honeft Friend, {aid 1, thou haft a fure Comforter; 
if thou haft brought thy Jelf to be refign’d to the will of God; 
he is dealing with us all in Fudgment. 

Oh, Sir, fays he, it is infinite Mercy, if any of us are 
fpar'd ; and who am Ito repine! 

Sayeft thou fo, {aid I, and how much lefs is my Faith 
than thine? And here my Heart {mote me; fuggefting 
how muth better this Poor Man’s Foundation was,. 
on which he ftaid in the Danger, than mine; that 
he had no where to fly ; that he had a Family to bind 
him to Attendance, whichI had not; and mine was 
meet Prefumption, higa true Dependance, and a Cou- 
rage refting on God: and yet, that he ufed all pof- 
fible Caution for his Safety. 

_ I turn’da little way from the Man, while thefe 
‘Thoughts engaged me, for indeed, I could no more 
refrain from Tears than he. ee 

At length, after fome farther Talk, the poor Wo- 
man opened the Door, and call’d; Robert, Robert ; he 
anfwered and bid her ftay a few Moments, and he 
would come ; fo he ran down the common Stairs to 
his Boat, and fetch’d up a Sack in which was the Pro- 
vifions he had brought from the Ships; and when he 
returned, he hallooed again ; then he went to the great, 
Stone which he fhewed me, and emptied the. Sack, 
and laid all out, every Thing by themfelves, and then 
retired ; and his Wife came with a little Boy to 
fetch them away 3 and he calld, and faid, fuch a 
Captain had fent fuch a Thing, and fucha Captain 
fuch a Thing, and atthe End adds, God.has fent it all, 
give 
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give Thanks to him. When the Poor Woman had taken 
up all, fhe was fo weak, fhe could not carry it at once 
in, tho’ the Weight was not much neither ; fo the \efr the 
Bifcuit which was in a little Bag, and left a litcle 
Boy to watch it till fhe came again. 

Well, but {ays 1 to him, did you leave her the four 
Shillings too, which you faid was your Week's Pay 

TES, TES, fayshe, you fhall bear her own it. Sohe 
calls again, Rachel, Rachel, which it feems was het 
Name, did you take up the Money? YES, {aid fhe. How 
much wasit, {aid he? Four Shillings and a Groat, {aid 
fhe. Well, well, {ays he, the Lord keep you all ; and fo 
he turned to go away. : 

As I could not refrain contributing ‘Tears to this 
Man’s Story; fo neither could I retrain my Charity 
for his Affiltance ; fo Icall’d him, Hark thee friend, 
faid I, come hither; for I believe thou art in Health, that 
I may venture thee; fo I pull’d out my Hand, which was 
in my Pocket before, here, fays 1, go and call thy Ra- 
chel once more, and give her alittle move Comfort from me. 
God will never forfake a Family that truft in him as thow 
doft; {0 I gave him four other Shillings, and bad 
himsgo lay them on the Stone and call his Wife. 

1 bave not Words to exprefs the poor Man’s thank- 
fulne(sp, neither could he exprefs it himfelf; but by 
Tears running down his Face ; he call’d his Wife, and 
told her God had mov’d the Heart of a Stranger upon 
hearing their Condition, to give them all that Money; 
anda great deal more {uch as that, he faid toher. The 
Woman too, made Signs of the like Thankfulnefs, as 
well to Heaven, as tome, and joyfully pickd it up; 
and I parted with no Money all that Year, that f 
thought better beftow'd. 

I then ask’d the poor Man if the Diftemper had 
not reach’d to Greenwich: He faid it hadnot, till abont 
a Fortnight before; but that then he feared it had; 
but that it was only at that Endof the Town, which 
lay South towards Depiford-Bridge; that he went on- 
ly toa Butchers-Shop, and a Grocers, where he gene- 
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rally bought fuch Things as’ they fenthim for ; but 
was very careful. , 

I ask’d him then, how it came to pafs, that thofe 
People who had fo fhut themfelves up in the Ships, 
had not laid in fufficient Stores of all things necefla- 
ry? He faid fome of them had, but on the other 


Hand, fome did not come on board till they were fright- -” 


ed into it, and till it was too dangerous for them to 
go to the proper People, to lay in Quantities of Things, 
and that he waited on two Ships which he fhewed 


me, that had lay’d in little or nothing but Bifcuic s% 


Bread, and Ship Beer ; and that he had bought every 
Thing elfe almoft for them. I ask’dhim, if there 
was any more Ships that had feparated themfelves, 
asthofe had done. He told me yes, allthe way up 
from the Point, right againft Greenwich, to within the 
Shore of Lime houfe and Redriff, all the Ships that could 
have Room, rid two and two in the middle of the 
Stream ; and that fome of them had feveral Families 
on Board, I ask’d him, if the Diftemper had not reach- 
ed them? He faid he believ’d it had not, except two 
or three Ships, whofe-People had not been fo watch- 
ful, to keep the Seamen from going on Shore asothers 
had been; and he faid it wasa very fine Sight to fee how 
the Ships lay up the Pool. | 

When he faid he was going over to Greenwich, as 
foon asthe Tide began to come in. I ask’d if he 
would let me go with him, and bring me back, for 
that, I had a great mind to fee ‘how the Ships were 
ranged as he had toldme? Hetold’me ifI would af- 
fure him on the Word of a Chriftian, and of an honeft 
Man, that [had not the Diftemper, he would: I 
affur'd him, that I had not, that it had pleafed God 
to preferve me, That I liv’d in White-Chapel, but was 
too Impatient of being fo long within Doors, and that 
i had ventured out fo far for the Refrefhment of a little. 
Air; but thatnone ia my Houfe had fo much as been 
touch’t with it. 3 


Well 


| 
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Wel }; Sir; fays ye as your C ‘har ity has AS » been Mov ’d 

to pity me and my poor Family; fute you cannot 
have fo | little pity left, as to put your felf into my 

Boat if you were not So co in Health, which would 
be nothing !efs than killing me, and ruining my whole 
Family. The poor Man troubled mefo much, when he 


{poke of his Family with uch a fenfible Concern; 


and in fuch an affetionate Manner, that 1 coud not 
fatisty a felt at firft to go at all. I told him, I 
would lay afide my Curiofity, rather than make him 
uneafy ; tho’ I was fure, and. very thankful for it, 
that | had no more Diftemper upon me, than the 
frefheft Man in the World: Wei, he would not have 
me put it off neither, but to let me fee how confident 
he was, thatl was juit to him, he now importun- 
ed me to gos fo when the Tide came up to his 
Boat, I went in, and he carry’d me to Greenwich : 
While he bought the Things which he had in his 
Charge to buy, I walk’d up to the ‘Lop of theta 
under which the Town ftands; and on the Eaft-Side 
of the ‘Lown, to get a E Profpect of the River: But 
it was a furptifing  Sigk ht to fee the Number of Ships 
which ay in Rows, twoand two, and fome Pinkes: 
two or three fuch Lines in the Breadth of the River, 
and this not only up quite tothe Town, between the 
Ho cee cick we cal Ratchif and Redriff, which they 
name the Pool, but even down the whole Rian as 
far as the Head of Loug-Reah, which is as far as the 
Hills give us Leave to fee it: 

[cannot guefs atthe Number of Ships, but 
there muft be feveral Hundredsof Sail; and 1! 
not but applaud the Contriva ie for ten tl 
People, and more, who attended Ship A 
certainly 


: aes paar ; 
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of {uch Defolation. I obferv’d alfo, that asthe Vio- 
jence of the Plague had encreafed, fo the Ships which 
had Families on Board, remov’d and went farther 
off, till, as I was told, fome went quite away to Sea, 
and put into fuch Harbours, and fafe Roads on the 
North Coat, as they could beft come at. 

But it was alfo true, that all the People, who thus 
left the Land, and liv’d on Board the Ships, werenot 
entirely fafe from the InfeGtion, for many died, and 
were thrown over: board into the River, fome in Cof- 
fins, and fome, as I heard, withour Coffins, whofe 
Bodies were feen fometimes to drive up and down, 
with the ‘Tide in the River. 

But I believe, Imay venture to fay, that in thofe 
Ships which were thus infeéted, it either happened 
where the People had recourfe to them too late, and 
did not fly to the Ship till they had flayed too long 
on Shore, and had the Diflemper upon them, tho’ 
perhaps, they might not perceive it, and fo the 
Diftemper did not come to them, on Board the Ships, 
but they really carried ic with them; OR it was 
in thefe Ships, where the poor Waterman faid they 
hadnot had ‘Timeto furnith themfelves with Provi- 


per was brongut infenfibly among them. 

And here I cannot but take notice that the ftrange 
Temper of the People of Londow at that Time contri- 
tributed extremely to their own Deftrndtion. The 
Plague began, as I have obferved, at the other End 
of the ‘Town, namely, in Loug-Acre, Drury-Lane, Oc 
and came on towards the City very gradually and 
flowly. It was felt at firlt in December, then again in 
February, then again in April, and always but a very 
little ata Time; then ic ftopt rill May, and even the 
aft Week in May, there was but 17, and all at that 
End ofthe Town ; and all this while, even fo long, 
ag till there died above 3090 a-Week ; yet had the 
People 
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People in Redriff, and in Wapping, and Ratcliff on 
both Sides the River, and almoft all Southwark: Side, 
a mighty Fancy, that they fhould not be vifited, or 
at leaft, that it would not be fo violent among theme 
Some People fancied, the {mell of the Pitch and Tar, 
and fuch other things, as Oil and Rofin, and Brim- 
ftone, which is fo much ufed by all Trades relating 
to Shipping, would preferve them. Orhers argued 
it, becaufe it was in its extreameft Violence in Weft- 
minfler, and the Parifhes of St. Giles’s and St. An- 
drew's, (7c. and began to abate again, before it came 
among them, which was true indeed, in Part: Por 


Example. 
From the 8th to the 15th of Auguft. ieee). 


St. Giles’s 22 ‘ Stepney 197 
the Fields § 4* St. Mag. Bermondfey 2 ¢ 4939 
Cripplegate 886 Rotherhith = =n 3 


From the 15th tothe 22d of Auguft. Totalthis 
St. Giles’s in Stepney ——  ———- 273 Week. 
the Fields buys St. Mag. Bermondfey _ 36 ne 
Cripplegate 847 Rotherhith 2 5319 


N. B. That it wasobferv’d the Numbers mention’d 
in Stepuey Parifh, at rhat time, were generally all on that 
Side where Stepuwey Parifh joined to Shoreditch, which 
we now call Spittle-fields, where the Parifh of Stepney, 
comes up to thevery Wall of Shoreditch Church- Yard, 
and the Plague at this Time was abated at St. Giles’s 
in the Fields, and raged moft violently in Cripplegate, 
Bifhopfgate and Shoreditch Parifhes, but there was not 
to People a-Week that died of it in all that Parr of 
Stepney Parith, which takes in Lime-Houfe, Ratcliff- 
high-way, and which are now the Parithes of Shadwell 
and Ji7apping, even to St. Katherines by the Tower, 
till after the whole Month of Auguf? was expired; but 
they paid for itafterwards, as I fhall ob{crve by and by. 

This, I fay, made the People ot Redriff and Wap- 
ping, Ratcliff and Lime-Houfe fo fecure, and fatier them 
K 2 {elves 
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felves fo much with the Plague’s going off, without 
reaching them, that they took no Care, either to fly 
into the Country, or fhut themfelves up ; nay, fo 
far were they from {tirring, that they rather receivd 
their Friends and Relations from the City into their 
Houfes ; atl feveral from other Places really took 
Sanctuary in that Part of the Town, asa Place of 
Safety, and as a Place which they thought God 

weld pafs over and not vifit as the reft was vifited.. 
“And this was the Reafon, that when it came up- 
on them they were more furptized, more unprovided 
and more at a Lofs what to do than they were in 
other Places, for when it came among them really, 
and with Violence, as it did indeed, in September and 
Oftober, there was then no ftirring out into the Coun- 
try, no Body would fuffer a Stranger to come near 
them, no nor near the Towns where they dwelt 5; and 
as I have been fold, feveral that wandred into the 
Country on Surry Side were found ftarv'dto Death in 
the Woods and Commons, that Country being more 
open and more woody, than any other Part fo near 
London ; efpecially about Norwood, and the Parithes of 
Camberwell, Dullege, and Lufum, where it feems no Bo- 
dy durf relieve the poor diftrefs’d People for fear of 
the Infection. | 
This Notron having, as I faid, prevailed with the 
People inthat Part of the Town, was in Part the Oc- 
cafion, as Lfaid before, that they had Recourfe toShips 
for cheir Retreat ; and where they did thisearly, arid 
with Prudence, furnifhing themfelves fo with Prove 
fions, that they had no need to go on Shore for Sup- 
plies, or fufter Boats tocomeron Board to bring them 5 
i fay where they did fo they had certainly the faf- 
eft Retreat of any People whatfoever:' But the Di- 
ftrefs was fuch, that People ran on Board in their 
Fright without Bread to eat, and fome into Ships, 
that had no Men on Board to remove them farther 
off, or to take the Boat and go down the River to 
buy Provifions where it might be done fafély 5 - 
ENEIS 
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thefe often fuffered, and were infe@ted on board as 
much as on Shore. 

As the richer Sort got into Ships, fo the lower Rank 
got into Hoys, Smacks, Lighters, and Fifhing-boats ; 
and many, efpecially Watermen, lay in their Boats ; 

but thofe made fad Work of it, e{pecially the latter, 
for going about for Provifion, and perhaps to get their 
Subiiftence, the Infection got in among them and made 
a fearful Havock ; many of the Watermen died alone 
in their Wherries, as they rid at their Roads, as well 
above-Bridge as below, and were not found fometimes 
till they were not in Condition for any Body to touch 
orcome near them, 

Indeed the Diftrefs of the People at this Sea-faring 
End of the Town was very deplorable, and deferved 
the greateft Commiferation: But alas! this was a 
a ‘Time when every one’s private Safety lay fo near 
them, that they had no Room to pity che Diftrefles 
of others ; forevery one had Death, as it were, at his 
Door, and many even in their Families, and knew not 
what to do, or whither to fly, 

This, I fay, took away all Compaffion ; {elf Pre~ 
fervation indeed appear’d here to be the firft Law. 
For the Children ran away from their Parents, as 
they languithed in the utmoft Diftrefs: Andin fome 
Places, tho’ not fo frequent as the other, Parents did 
the like to their Children; nay, fome dreadful Ex- 
amples there were, and particularly two in one Week 
of diftrefled Mothers, xaveing and diftraGed, killing 
their own Children ; one whereof was not far off from 
where I dwelt ; the poor lunatick Creature not liv- 
ing herfeif long enough to be fenfible of the Sin of 
what fhe had done, much lefsto be punith’d for it. 

It is not indeed to be wondred at, for the Danger of 
immediate Death to ourfelves, took away all Bowels 
of Love, all Concern for one another: I {peak in ge- 


neral, for there were many Inftances of immavable 
lg Sq! 


affection, Pity, and Duty in many, and fome that 
te tomy Knowledg; that is to fay, by here-fay ¢ 
‘Qy 4 thall not take upon me to vonch the Truth of 
the Particulars, erry — 
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To introduce one, let me firft mention; that one 
ofthe moft deplorable Cafes, in all the prefent Cala- 
mity, was, that of Women with Child; who when 
they cameto the Hour of their Sorrows, and their 
Pains came upon them, cou d neither have help of one 
Kind or another; neither Midwife or Neigbouring 
Women to come near them; moft of the Midwives) 
were dead ; efpecially, of fuch as ferv'd the poor 5 
and many, if not all the Midwives of Note were fled 
into the Country : So that it was next to impoffible 
for a poorWoman that cou’d not pay an immoderate 
Price to get any Midwife to come to her, andif they 
did, thofe they con’d get were generally unskilful 
and ignorant Creatures ; and the Confequence of 
this was, that a moft unufual and incredible Number 
of Women were reduc’d to the utmoft diftrefs. Some 
were deliver'd and fpoil’d by the rafhnefs and igno- 
rance of thofe who pretended tolay them. Children 
without Number, were, I might fay murthered by 
the fame, but a more juftifiable ignorance, pretending 
they would fave the Mother, whatever became of 
the Child; and many Times, borh Mother and Child 
were loft inthe fame Manner ; and efpecially, where 
the Mother had the Diftemper, there no Body would 
come near them, and both fometimes perifh’d : Some- 
times the Mother has died of the Plague ; and the 
Infant, itmay be half born, or born but not parted 
from the Mother. Some died in the very Pains of 
cheir Travel, and not deliver’d atall ; and fo many 
werethe Cafes of this Kind, that it is hard to Judge 
of them. 

Something of it will appear in the unufual Num- 
bers which are put into the Weekly Bills (tho’ lam 
far trom allowing them to be able to give any Thing 
of 4 full Account) under the Articles of 


Child-Bed. 

Abortive and Stilborz. 

Chrifoms and Infants. 

Take 
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Take the Weeks in which the Plague was mott 
violent, and compare them with the Weeks before the 
Diftemper began, even inthe fameYear: ForExample: 


Child bed. Abort. Stil-borit. 


USF An A EO RRA OS LTT SOS eee 

CO nO ae Os ee ee 

LO) Saree One see ty Os ee 

tO BE) A gt ee ree eee 
Proms Fan! 3 to Pe 7 a ss eee 
COCA st, PO ae ie Pane 

tOo2I — 5 = 2— 

to 28 — 2 — 2 — I0 

ren, 7) COMER) ope LL a tas 


LAist UGB, se AS tS oe ES 
tol5 23 — 6 — 8 
to 22. — 28 = 4—- «@ 

g L029 sor HOY oth Onc re 

From 4 Aug. 1 to Sept. 5 — 38 — 2 — at 

to 12 — 39 — 23. — (00 
bo Os a ae ett See 
CO) 262 eas, jee Oa SEO 


 Atige (0.0003) eo 4 4S 


od 


emma ees, Se 


291 == 61 == 80 


To the Difparity of thefe Numbers, is to be con- 
fidered and allow’d for, that according to our ufual 
Opinion, who were then upon the Spot, there were 
not one third of the People inthe Town, during the 
Months of Auguft and September, as were in the Months 
of Fanuary and February: Ina Word, the ufual Num- 
ber that uled todie of thefe three Articles; andas 
Thear, did die of them the Year before, was thus: 


Child-bed. set SLOG § Child-bed. — —~ 625 
ie 3 Abortive and S¥il-born. 458% sees 2 Abort. & Stil-borer 617 


647 begs 
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This inequality, I fay, is exceedingly augmented, 
when.the Numbers of People are confidered : I pre- 
tend not to make any exaét Calculation of the Num- 
bers of People, which were at this Time in the Gity ; 
but I fhall make a probable Conjecture at that pare 
by and by: What Ihave faid now, is to explain the 
milery of thofe poor Creatures above ; fo that it might 
well be faid as in the Scripture. Wo! be to thofe who 
ave with Child; aud to thofe which give fuck inthat D; AY, 
For indeed, it wasa Wo to them in particular. 


i was not converfant in many dita Families 
where thefe thingshappen’d ; but the Out-cries of 


the miferable, were heard afar off As to thofe who 
were with Cauld. we have feen fome Calcblation 
ide 221 Women dead in Child bed jn nine Weeks ; 
out of one third | Part of the Nu oe of whom there 
thac J t the fame Dif- 

e Proportion. 
ibr, bu cheMi G ery of thofe © 
sportion as great. Our 
Bills-of Mortality con‘d nive t but little L ig rht ; } this ; 
eC, fome it did, there were feveral oer than ufual 
fiarv-d at Nurfe, But this was ‘aon ing : The Mifery 
Was, where Chey were Cif?) ftarved for want of a 
Vurfe, the Mother dying B, and allthe Family and the 
nfants osedd dead by them, meerly for want 3 and 
if] may ipeak my O ne I i belie eve, that many 
hundreds of Poor helplefs I; an its perifh’d in this man- 
ner. (2d/y) N ot fiarved (but p ifon bed, by the Nurfe, 
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‘Nay. even where the Hie en Nurfe, and 
having re siv'd the InfeGtion, “has pe oi vd, thatis, 
infected the Infant with her Milk, even before they 
knew they were infe@ed themfeives: nay, and the In- 


fant has dy’d 1D fuch a Cafe before the Mother. I can- 


not bur remember to leave th is Admonition upon Re= 


i a a er dread fu V ifitation fhould 
Nappei in this City ;that allWomen that e withChitd 
that give Suck thould be sone, it eg h ave aby por 
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fible Means out of the Place; becaufe their Mifery 
if infe€ted, will fo much exceed all other Peoples. 

I couldtell here difmal Stories of living Infants be- 
ing found fucking the Breafts of their “Mothers, or 
Nuartes, after they Phave been dead of the Plague. OF 
a Mother, in the Parifh where I liv’d, who having a 
Child that was not well, fent for an Apothecary, to 
View the Child, and hei hecame, asthe Relation 
goes, was giving the Child fuck at her Breaft, and 
to all | Appearai nce, washer felf very well: But waen 
the Apothecary came clofe to her, he fawthe To. 
kens sites that Breaft, with which fhe was fuckling 
the Child. He was farpr iz’d enough to be fure 3 
but not willing to fright the poor Woman too much, 
he defired the “would give the Child into his Hand ; 
{fo he takes the Chi id, and going to a Cradle in the 
Room lays it in, and opening its Cloths, found the 
Tokens upon the Child too, and both dy’d before he 
coud get Home, to fend a preventative M edicine to 
the Father of the Child, to whom he had told their 
Conditiom; whether the Child infe&ed the Nurfe- 
Mother, ot the Mother the Child was not certain, 
but the laft the molt likely. 

Likewife of a Child brought Home to the Parents 
from a Nurfe that had dy’d of the Plague ; yet, the 
tender Mother would not refufe to rales in her Child, 
and lay’ditin her Bofom, by which fhe was infected, 
and dy‘d with thé Child in her Arms dead alfo. 

Itwould make the paraelt Heart move at the la- 
{tances that were frequently found of tender Mothers; 
tending and watching wie their dear Chi ildren, ang 
even dying before them, and fometimes taking the 
Difiemper from them, and ¢ dying when the Child, tor 
whom the affe@ionate Heart had been (advified, has 
got over it and efcapd. 

The like of a Tradefman 1in Eaft-Smith-field, whofe 
Wite was big with Child of her firft Child, and fell 

in Labour, bavin g Pa Plague upon her: He coud 


ither ‘getd to afilt her, or Narfe to tend 
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her; and two Seryants which he kept fled both from 
her. He ran from Houfe to Houfe like one diftract- 
ed, but cou’d get no help; the utmoft he could get 
was, that a Watchman who attended at an infected 
Houle fhut up, promis’d to fend a Nurfe in the Morn- 
ing: The poor Man with his Heart broke, went 
back, affifted his Wife what he cou’d, acted the part 
of the Midwife ; brought the Child dead into the 
World; and his Wife inabout an Hour dy’d in his 
Arms,-where he held her dead Body faft till the 
Mortiitiz, whenthe Watchman came and brongnt the 
Nurfe as he had promifed; and coming up the Stairs, 
for he had left the Door open, or only latched : 
They found the Man fitting with his dead Wife in 
his Arms ; and fo overwhelmed with Grief, that he 
dy’d in a few Hours after, without any Sign of the 
Infection upon him, but meerly funk under the Weight 
of his Grief. 

Lhave heard alfo of fome, who on the Death of 
their Relations, have grown ftupid with the infup- 
portable Sorrow, and otf one in particular, who was 
{o abfolutely overcome with the Preflure upon his Spi- 
rics, that by Degrees, his Head funk into his Body, 
fo between his Shoulders, that the Crown of his Head 
was very little feen above the Bones of his Shouldets ; 
and by Degrees, lofeing both Voice and Senfe, his 
Face looking forward, lay againft his Collar-Bone, 
and cou’d not be kept up any otherwife, unlefs held 
up by the Hands of other People ; and the poor Man 
never came to himfelf again, bur Janguifhed near a 
Year inthat Condition and died: Nor was he ever 
once feen to lift up his Eyes, or to look upon any 
particular Objed. 

I cannot undertake to give any other than a Sum- 
mary of fuch Paffages as thefe, becanfe it wasnot po- 
{ible to come at the Particulars, where .fometimes 
the whole Families, where fuch Things happen‘d, 
were carry d off by the Diftemper: But there were 
innumerable Cafes of this Kind, which prefented ro 
the 


the PLAGUE 139 


the Eye, and the Ear; even in pafling along the Streets, 
as Ihave hinted above, nor Is it eafy to give any 
Story of this, or that Family, which there was not 
divers parallel Stories to met with of the fame Kind. 
But as 1am now talking of the Time, when the 
Plague rag’d at the Eafter-moft Part of the Town ; 
how for a long Time the People of thofe Parts. 
had flattered themfelves that they fhould efcape ; and 
how they were furprized, when it came upon them 
as it did ; for indeed, it came upon them like an-arm- 
ed Man, when it did come. I fay, this brings me 
back tothe three poor Men, who wandered from 
Wapping, not knowing whether to go, oF what to do, 
and who! mention’d before; onea Bifcuit- Baker, one 
a Sail-Maker, and the other a Joiner 5 all of Wapping, 
or thereabouts: 
The Sleepinefs and Security of that Part as I have 
obferv’d, was fuch; that they not only did not fhife 
for them{elves as others did; but they boafted of be- 
ing fafe. and of Safety being with them; and many 
People fled out of the City, and out of the infeed Su- 
burbs, to Wapping, Ratcliff, Lime-houfe, Poplar, and 
fuch Places, as to Places of Security ; and jt is not at 
all unlikely, that their doing this, help’d to bring 
che Plague that way fafter, than it might otherwife 
have come. For tho’ Iam much for Peoples flying 
this, upon 
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mals, and are apt to run from Houfe to Houfe, and 
from Street to Streer; fo they are capable of carry- 
ing the Effluvia or Infeétious Steams. of Bodies in- 
fected, even in their Furrs and Hair; and therefore, it 
was that.io the beginning of the InfeQ@ion, an Order 

ras publilheéeby the Lord Mayor, and by the Magi- 
ftrates, according to the Advice of the Phyficians ; 
that ali the Dogs and Cats fhould be imediately kil- 
led, and an Othcer was appointed for the Execution. 

It is inevedible, if their Account is to be depended 
upon, what a prodigious Number of thofe Creatures 
were deftroy’d: I think they ralk’d of forty thoufand 
Dogs, and five times as many Cats, few Houfes be- 
tng without aCat, and fome having feveral, and fome- 
times five or fix ina Houfe. All posible Endeavours 
were usd alfo to deftroy the Mice and Rats, efpe= 
cially tie latter; by laying Rats-Bane, and other 
Poifons for them, anda prodigious multitude of them 
were alfo deftroy'd. 

I often reflected upon the unprovided .Condit#on, 
that the whole Body of the People were in at the 
firlt coming of this Calamity upon them, and how 
¢ was for Want of timely entring into Meafures, and 


tn that Difafter, which if proper Steps had been 
taken, might, Providence concurring, have been a- 
voided, and which, if Pofterity think fit, they may 
take a Caution, and Warning from: But I thall come 
ro this Part again. 

i come back ro my three Men: Their Story: has a 
*% A pie 


Noralin every Part of it, and their whole Condua, 


and that. of fome who they join’d with, isa Patern 
End in recording it, I thing this a very juft one, whe- 


old Soldier, but now a Bifcuit Baker ; the other a 
lame 
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jame Sailor, but now a Sail-Maker; the Third a 
Joiner. Says Fobn the Bifcnit Baker, one Day to 
‘Thomas his Brother, the Sail-maker, Brother ‘Tom, 
‘what will become of us? The Plague grows hot in the City, 
and encreafes this way : What fball we do? 

Truly, {ays Thomas, Lam at a.great Lofs what to do, 
for I find, if it comes down into Wapping, J fhallbe turn’d 
lout of my Lodging: And thus they began to talk of it 
beforehand. 

John, Yurn’d out of your Lodging, Tom! if you are 

I don’t know who will take you in; for People are fo afraid 
of one another now, there's no getting a Lodging any where. 

Tho. Why ¢ The People where I lodge ave good civil 
People, and have Kindnefs enough for me too; but they 
fay I go abroad every Day to my Work, and it will be dan- 

gevous ; and they talk of locking themfelves up, and letting 
no Body come near them. 

John, Why, they ave in the right to be fure, if they re- 
folve to venture ftaying in Town: 

Tho. Nay, 1 might een refolve to ftay within Doors 
£00, for, except a Suit of Sails that my Mafter has in Hand, 
and which I am juft a fimifbing, Lam like to get no more 
Work a great while; there’s no Trade ftirs now ; Work 
men and Servants are ti ned off every where, Jothat I might 
be glad to be lock'd up too: But I do not fee they will be 
willing to confent to that, any more than to the other. 

Joho, Why, what will you do then Brother ¢ and what 
fhall I do ? for L am almoft as bad as you ; the People where 
I lodge are all gone into the Country but a Maid, and fhe is 
to go next Week, and to fhut the Houfe quite up, fo that I 
foal be turn’d a drift to the wide World "scan and I 
am vefolved to go away too, if [knew but where to go. 

Tho. We were both diftratted we did not go away at 
fof, then we might ha’ travelled any where ; there’s io fire 
FING BOW; We shall be flaru’'d if we pretend to go out of 
‘Town they won't let us have Vittuals, no, not for our 


Misia nor let us come into the Towus, much lefs into their 
Hoifes. 
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Johny Aud that which is almoft as bad, I have but little 
Mouey to help my felf with peither. — 

Tho. As to that we might make fhift ; Ihave a litle, 
tho’ not much; but I tell you. there’s no ftirring on the Road, 
I know a Couple of poor honeft Men in our Street have at- 
tempted to travel, and at Barnet, or Whetiton, or there 
about, the People offered to fire at them if they pretended to 
go forward ; fo they are come back again quite difcourag d. 

John, would have ventured their Fire, if I had been 
there ; If I had been denied Food for my Monzy they fhould 
ha’ feen me take it before their Faces ; and if I had ten- 
dred Money for it, they could not have taken any Courfe with 
me by Law. 

Tho. You talk your old Soldier's Language, as if you 
were inthe Low-Countris now, but this is a ferious thing. 
The People have good Reafin to keep any Body off, that 
they axe not fatisfied are found, at fuch a Time as this; 
and we muft not pluuder them, 

John, No Brother, you miftake the Cafe, and miftake 
me too, I would plunder no Body; but for any Town upon 
the Road to deny me Leave to pafs thro’ the Town in the 
open High-Way, and deny me Provifions for my Money, 
to fay the Town has a Right to ftarve me to Death, which 
cannot be true. | 

Tho. But they do not deny you Liberty to go back again 
from whence you came, and therefore they do not ftarve you, 

John, But the next Town behind me will by the fame 
Rule deny me leave to go back, aud fo they do flarve me 
between them ; befides-there is no Law to prohibit my travel- 
ling wherever I will on the Road. 

Tho. But there will be fo much Difficulty in difputing 
with them at every Town on the Road, that it is not for 
poor Men to doit, or to undertake it at fuch a Time as this 
is efpecially. 

John, Why Brother ? Our Condition at this Rate 1s worfe 
than any Bodies elfe; for we can neither go away nor flay 
here; 1am of the fame Mind with the Lepers of Samaria, 
If we ftay here we are fureto die; 1 mean efpecialy, 
as you and Lave flatcd, without a Dweling- Houfe of our 
OWisy 
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own, and without Lodging in any Bodies elfe; there is no 
iying in the Street at fuch a Time as this; we had as good 
go into the Dead-Cart at once : Therefore Ifay, if we {tay 
here we are fure to die, azd if we go away we can but 
die: lam refolv’d to be gone. 

Tho. You will go away: Whither will you go? and 
what can you do 2? I would as willingly go away as you, if 
Thnew whither : But we haveno Acquaintance, no Friends. 
Here we were born, and here we muft die. 

John, Look you Tom, the whole Kingdom is my Na- 
tive Country as well as this Town. You may as well fay, I 
muft not go out of my Houfe if it is on Fire, as that 1 muft 
not go out of the Town Iwas born in, when it is infected 
with the Plague. I was born in England, and have a 
Right to live in it if Ican. 

Tho, But you know every vagrant Perfon may by the 
Lawsof England, be taken up, and pafsd back to their 
laft legal Settlement. 

John, But how fhall they make me vagrant ; I defwe only 
to travel on, upon my lawful Occafions. 

Tho. What lawful Occafions can we pretend to tra- 
vel, or rather wander upon, they will not be put of with 
Words. 

John, Zswot fying to fave our Lives, a Lawful Oc- 
cafion! and do they not all know that the Faét is true: We 
cannot be faid to diffemble. | 

Tho. But fuppofe they let us pafs, Whither fhall we go ¢ 

John, Any where to fave our Lives: It is Time enough 
to confider that when we are got out of this Town. Iflam 
once out of this dreadful Place I cave not where I Z0- 

Tho. We fhall be driven to great Extremities. I know 
not what to think of it. 

John, Well Tom, confider of it a little. 


This was about the Beginning of Fuly, and tho’ 
the Plague was.come forward in the Weft and North 
Parts of the Town, yet all Mapping, as I have ob- 
ferved before, and Redviff, and Ratcliff, and Lime- 
Houfe, and Poplar, in thort, Deptford and Greenwich, 

all 


ere 
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fh, and not one on the 
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t was a Fortnight after this, before the the two 
Brothers met again, and then the Cafe was alittle 
altered, and the Plague was éxceedingly advanced, 
and the Number greatly encreafed, the Bill was up 


at 2785, and prodigioutly encreafing, tho’ ftill both 
Sides of the River, as below, kept pretty well: But 


fome began to die in Redrif, and about five or fix 
in Ratclif-High-Way, when the Sail Maker came 
to his Brother Sohz, exprefs, and in fome Fright, 
for he was abfolutely warn’d. out.of his Lodging, 
and had only a Week to provide himfeif. His Bro- 
ther Fobw was in as bad a Cafe, for he was quite out, 
andthad only beg’d Leave of his Matter the Bifcuit 
Baker to lodge in an Out-Houfe belonging to his 
Work-honfe, where he only lay upon Straw, with 
Jome Bifcuit Sacks, or Bread-Sacks, as they call’d 
them, laid upon it, and fome of the fame Sacks to 
cover him. | 

Here they refolved, feeing all Employment being 
atan End, and no Worls, or Wages to he had, they 
would make the beft of their Way to get out of the 
Reach of the dreadful Infe@ion ; and being as 
good Husbands as they could, would endeavour to 
live upon what they had as long as it would laft, 
and then work for more, if they could get Work any 
where, of any Kind, let ic be what it would. 

While they were confidering to put this Refolu- 
tion in Prattice, in the beft Manner they could; 
third Man, who was acquainted very well with 
the Sail Maker, came to know of the Defign, ‘and 
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got Leave to be one of the Number, and thus they 
prepared to fer out. : < 
At 


as 
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It happened that they had not an equal fhare of 
Money, but as the Sail-niaker, who had the belt 
Stock, was befides his béing Lame, the moft unfit 
to expe to get any thing by Working in the Coun- 
try, fo he was content that what Money they had 
fhould all go into one publick Stock, on Condition, 
that whatever any one of them could-gain more than 
another, it fhould, without any grudging, be all ad- 
ded to the fame publick Stock. 

They refolv’d to load themfelves with as little 
Baggage as poffible, becaufe they refolv’d at firlt to 
travel on Foot; and to go a great way, that they 
might, if poffible, be effectually Safe; and a great 
many Confultations they had with themfelves, before 
they could agree about what Way they fhould tra- 
vel, which they were fo far from adjufting, that even 
to the Morning they fet out, they were not refolv-d 
on it. 

At laft the Seaman put in a Hint that determin’d 
it; Firft, fays he, the Weather 1s very hot, and therc- 
fore lam for travelling North, that we may not 
have the Sun upon our Faces and beating on our 
Breafts, which will heat and fuffocate us ; and I have 
been told, fays he, that it is not good to over-heat 
our Blood ata Time when, for ought we know, the 
InfeGion may be inthe very Air. In the next Place, 
fays he, I am for going the Way that may be con- 
trary to the Wind as it may blow when we fet out, 
that we may not have the Wind blow the Air of the 
City on our Backs as we go. Thefe two Cautions were 
approvd of; if ic could be brought foto hit, that the 
Wind might not be in the South wher they fet out 
to go North. 

‘Fohn the Baker, who had been a Soldier, then put 
in his Opinion; Firft, fays he, we none of us ex- 
pect to get any Lodging on the Road, and it will 
be a little too hard to lie juft in the open 
Air; tho’ it be warm Weather, yet it may be wet, 
“ and 
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and damp, and we have a double Reafon to 
take care of our Healths at fuch atime as this; 
and therefore, fays he, you, Brother Jom. that are 
a Sail-maker, might eafily make us a little Tent, 
and I will undertake to fet it up every Night, and 
take it down, and a Fig for all the Inns in England ; 
if we have a good T'ent over our Heads, we fhall do 
well enough. 

The Joyner oppos’d this, and told them, let them 
leave that tohim, he would undertake to build them 
a Houfe every Night with his Hatchet and Mallet, 
tho’ he had no other T'ools, which fhould be fully to 
their fatisfaction, and as good as a T'ent. 

The Soldier and the Joyner difputed that Point 
fome time, but at laft the Soldier carry’d it for a 
Tent; the only Objeétion againft it was, that it 
muft be carry’d with them, and that would encreafe 
their Baggage too much, the Weather heing hot ; but 
the Sail-maker had a piece of good Hap fell in which 
made that eafie, for, his Mafter who he work’d for 
having a Rope-Walk as well as his Sail-making 
Trade, had a little poor Horfe that he made no ufe 
of then, and being willing to affift the three honett 
Men, he gave them the Horfe for the carrying their 
Bageage; alfo for a fmall Matter of three DaysWork 
that his. Man did for him before he went, he let him 
have an old Top-gallant Sail that was worn out, but 
was fufficient and more than enough to make a very 
good Tent: The Soldier fhew’d how to fhape it, and 
they foon by his Direétion made their Tent, and fit- 
ted it with Poles or Staves for the purpofe, and thus 
they were furnifh’d for their Journey ; vz.three Men, 
one Tent, one Horfe, one Gun, for the Soldier would 
not go without Arms, for now he {aid he was no 
more a. Bifcuit-Baker, but a ‘T'rooper. 

The Joyner had a {mall Bag of Tools, fuch as might 
be ufeful if he fhould get any Work abroad, as well 


for their Subfiftence as his own: What Money eH 
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had, they brought all into one publick Stock, and 


thus they began their Journey. It feems that in the 
Morning when they fet out, the Wind blew as the 
Saylor faid by his Pocket Compafs, ar N. W.by W. 
So they direéted, or rather refolv’d to direét their 
Courfe N. W. 

But then a Difficulty came in their Way, that as 
they fet out from the hither end of Wapping near 
the Hermitage, and that the lage was now very 
Violent, efpecially on the Bik th fide of the City, 
as in Shoreditch and Cripplegate Pa arifh, they did not 

{ 


think it fafe for them to go near chofe Parts; ic 
they went away Ealft mete bh Radcliff Hig! 


D ei lia 
» far as Radcliff-Crofs, and leaving Stepney Chureh fill 
on their Lett-hand, being afraid to come up from 
Radcliff Crofs to Mile end, es aufe they mult come 
juft by the Church-yard, and becaufe the Wind that 
feemed to blow more from the Weft, blow’d dire@ily 
from the fide ofth e City where the Plague was hot- 
telt. So I fay, leaving meeces they fetched a One 
Compafs, and going t O P op ¢ yard Bromley yy Came e in- 
to the great Road ju at Bow. 

Here the ye # 1c'd fe Bow Bridge would 
have queftion’d then 3 br it they piesa: the Road 
into a narrow W me that t urns out att th ¢ hither End 
of the Town of Bow to Old-Ford, avoided any Ei‘- 
quiry there, an wo) travelled to Old- ra The Con- 
fiables every w ihe re were dann their Guard, not fo 
much it feems to ee Peopl ie pafling by, as to f{toj 
them from taking up t their A bide in their Tdwns, 
and withal becaufe of a Report that was newly 

rais d at that time, and that indeed was not very 
ere able, viz. That the poor People in Londo 
being diftrefs’d and ftary’d fo ee ant of Work, and by 
that means for want of Bread, w a up in Arms,and 
had raifed a Tumult, and that they wo iid come out 
to allthe Towns round to plu et for ‘Biend. Phis, 
I fay, was only a Rumour, and it was very well it 
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was no more ; but it was not fo far off from being a 
Reality, as it has been thought, for ina few Weeks 
more the ie People became {fo Defperate by the 
Calamity they fufter’d, that they were with great 
difficulty kept from running out into the Fields 
and Towns, and tearing all in pieces where-ever 
they came; and, as I have obferved before, nothing 
hinder’d ae bat that the Plague rag’d fo violent- 
ly, and fell in upon them fo furioufly, that they ra- 
ther oS to the Grave by Thoufands than into 
the Fields in Mobs by Thoufands: For in the Parts 
about the Parifhes of St. Sepulchres, Clerkenwell, Crip- 
plegate, Bifhepfgate and Shoreditch, which were the 
Places where the Mob began to threaten, the Di- 
fiemper came on fo farioutty ,that there died in thofe 
tew Parifhes,even then, before the Plague was Come 
to its height, no lefs than 5361 People j in the firlt 
three Weeks in.4ugu/t,when at the fame time,the Parts 
about Wapping, Radcliffe, and Rotherhith, were, as 
before defcrib’d, hardiy touch’d, or but very light- 
ly ; fo that in a Word, tho’, as I faid before, the 
good Management of the Lord Mayor and Jultices 
did much to prevent the Rage and Defperation of 
the People from breaking out in Rabbles and Tu- 
us and in fhort, from the Poor plundering the 
Rich; I fay, tho’ they did much, the Dead: Carts 
did mote, for as I have faid,: that im “five Pa- 
rifhes only there died above s000 in 20 Days, fo 
there might be probably three times that Number 
Sick all that time; for fome recovered, and great 
Numbers fell fick every Day and died afterwards. 
Befides, I mult ftill be allowed to fay, that if the 
Bills of “Mortality faid five ‘Thoufand, I always be- 
lievd it was near tWice as many in reality’; ; there 
being no room to believe that the Account they 
gave was mete or that indeed, they were, among 
fuch Confufions as I faw them in, in any Condition 
to keep an exact Account, 
But 
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But to return to my Travellers; Here they wer¢ 
only examined, and as they feemed rather coming 
from the Country than from the City, they found 
the.People the eafier with them ; that they talk’d to 
them, lec them come into a publick Houfe where 
the Conftable and his Warders were, and gave them 
Drink and fome ViGuals, which greatly retrefhed and 
encourag’d them ; and here it came into their Heads 
to fay, when they fhould be enquir’d of afterwards, 
not that they came from Louzdow, but that they came 
out of Effex. 

To forward this little Fraud, they obtain’d fo 
much Favour of the Conftable at O/d-Furd, as to give 
them a Gertificate of their paffing from Effex. thro’ 
that Village, and that they had not been at London ; 
which tho’ falfe in the common acceptation of London 
in the County, yet was literally truc ; Wapping or 
Radcliff being no part either of the City or Liberty. 

This Certificate dire€ted to the next Conftable 
that was at Hummerton, one of the Hamlets of the 
Parifh of Hackney, was fo ferviceable to them, that 
it procurcd them not a free Paflage there only, but 
a full Certificate of Health from a Jultice of the 
Peace ; who, upon the Conftable’s Appiication,grant- 
ed it without much Difficulty ; and thus they pafs’d 
through the long divided ‘Town of Hackney, (tor it lay. 
then in feveral {eparared Hamlets) and travelled on 
till they came into the great North Road on the 
top of Stamford- Hill. 

By this time they began to be weary,and fo in the 
back Road from Hackney a little before it opened in- 
to the faid great Road, they refolv'd to fet up their 
Tent and encamp for the firlt Night ; which they did 
accordingly, with this addition, that finding a Barn, 
ora Building like a Barn, and firft fearching as well 
as they could to be fure there was no Body 1n it, 
they fet up their Tent, with the Head ot it againtt 
the Barn; this they did alfo becaufe the Wind blew 
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that Night very high, and they were but young 


oO 
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P] 
at fuch a way of Lodging, as well as at the managing 


their ‘Tent. 

Here they went to Sleep, but the Joyner, a grave 
and fober Man, and not cates with their | lying at 
this loofe rate the firft Night, could not fleep, and 
refolv’d, after trying to Sleep to no purpofe, that he 
would get out, and taking the Gun ‘in his Hand 
ftand Centinel and Guard his Companions: So 
with the Gun in his Hand he walk’d to and again 
before the Barn, for that {ftood in the Field near the 
Road, BY it within the Hedge. He had not been 
long upon the Scout, He Hes heard a Noife of Peo- 
ple comit yg on as if it had been a great Number, 
and they came on, as * thought, directly towards 
the Ba tn. He did not prefently awake his Compa- 
nions, but ina few Wainer more their Noife grow- 
ing louder and louder, the Bifcuit-Baker calli’d to 
him and ask’d him what was the Matter, and quick- 
ly ftarted out too : The other being the Lame Sail- 
naker and molt weary, lay fiillin the Tent. 

As they expected, fo. the People who they had 
heard, came on di ireétly to the Barn, when one of 
our Travellers challenged, like Soldiers upon the 
Guard, a Who comes there? ‘The People did not 
Anfwer immediately, but one of tnem fpeaking to 
another thac was behind him, Alas ! Alas! we ave 
all difappoiited, Lays he, here are fome People before us, 
the Barn is taken up. 

Ihey aii opp’d upon that as undér fome Sur- 
prize, and it feems there was about Thirteen of 
thern in all, andfome Women among them: They 
confulted together what they fhould’ do, and by 

eir Difcourfe our Travellers {con found they were 
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comes there, thefe could hear the Women fay, as if 
frighted, Do not go near them, how do you know but 
they may have the Plague 2 And when one ‘of the Men 
{aid, Let us but fpeak to them ; the Women faid, No, 


don’t by any means, we bave efcap d thus far by the 


Goodnefs of God, do not let us run into Danger 10%, 


ae befeech you. 

Our Travellers found by this that they we 
good fober fort of People and flying for their Lives 
as they were ; and, as tl 
Fohu {aid to the Joyner his Comrade, Let us Encourage 
them too as much as we can: So he called to them, Hark 
ye good People fays the Joyner, we find by your ‘Valk, 
that you are fleecing trom the fame dreadful Enemy 
as we are, do not be afraid of us, we are only three 
poor Men ofus, if you are free from the Diltemper 
you fhall not be hurt by us; we are not in the Barn, 
but ina little Tent here in the outfide, and we will 
remove for you, we can fet up our Tent again im- 
mediately any where elfe: and upon this a Parly 
began between tne Joyner, whofe Name was Richard, 
and one of their Men, who faid his Name was Ford. 
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and we alfo. 

Furd. That is very kind and charitable ; But, if we 
have Reafon to be fatished that you arte Sound ane 
free from the Vifitation, why {hould we make you 
remove now you are fettled in your Lodging, and 
it may be are laid down to Refit 2 we will go into 
the Barn if you pleafe, to reft our felves a while; and 


we need not difturb you. 
A Rich, 
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Rich. Well, but you are more than we are, I hope 
you will affure us that you are all of you Sound too, 
for the Danger is as great from you to us, as from 
us to you. 

Fird. Blefled be God that fome do efcape tho’ it 
is but few ; what may be our Portion ftill we know 
not, but hitherto we are preferved. 

Rich. What part of the Town do you come from ? 
Was the Plague come to the Places where you 
liv’d ? \ 

Furd. Ay ay, in a moft frightful and terrible man- 
ner, or elfe we had not fled away as we do; but we 
believe there will be very few left alive behind us. 

Rich. What Part do you come from ? 

Ford. We are moft of us of Cripplegate Parifh, on- 
ly two or three of Clerkenwell Parifh, but on the hi- 
ther fide. 

Rich. How then was it that you came away no 
fooner ? 

Furd. We have been away fome time, and kept 
together as well as we could at the hither End of 
Lflington, where we got leave to lie in an old-unin- 
habited Houfe, and had fome Bedding and Conve- 
miencies of cur own that we brought with: us, but 
the Plague is come up into J/ingtow too, and a Houfe 
next Door to jour poor Dwelling was Infected and 
{hut up, and we are come away in a Fright. 

Rich, And what Way are you going ? 

Fird. As our Lott fhall caft us, we know not 
whither, but Ged will Guide thofe that look up 
to him. * 

They parlied no further at that time, but came 
all up to the Barn, and with fome Difficulty got 
intoit: There was nothing but Hay in the Barn, 
bur it was almolt full of that, and they accommo- 

dated themfelves as well as they coud, and went to 
Reft; but our Travellers obferv’d, that before they 
went to Sleep, an antierit Man, who it feems was 


Father 
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Father of one of the Women, went to Prayer with 


all the Company, recommending themfelves to the 
Blefling and Direction of Providence, before they 
Went to Sleep. 

It was foon Day at that time of the Year; and as 
Richard the Joyner had kept Guard the firft part of 
the Night, fo Sohn the Soldier Reliev’d him, and 
he had the Poft in the Morning, and they began 
to be acquainted with one another. It feems, when 
they left //ington, they intended to have gone North 
away to Highgate, but were ftop’d at H //oway, and 
there they would not let them pafs ; fo they crofs’d 
over the Fields and Hills to the Eaftward, and 
came out at the Boarded- River, and fo avoiding the 
Towns, they left Hurufey on the left Hand, and New- 
mgtou on the right Hand, and came into the great 
Road about Stamfourd- Hill on that fide, as the three 
Travellers had done on the other fide; And now they 
had Thoughts of going over the River in the Mar- 
fhes, and make forwards to Epping Foretft, where they 
hoped they fhould get leave to Reft. It feems they 
were not Poor, at leaft not fo Poor as to be in Want; 
at leait they had enough to fubfift them moderately 
for two or three Months, when, as they faid, they 
were in Hopes the cold Weather would check the 
Infection, or at leaft the Violence of it would have 
fpent itfelf, and would abate, if it were only for want 
of People left alive to be Infected. 

This was much the Fate of our three Travellers ; 
only that they feemed to be the better furnith’d for 
Travelling, and had it in their View to go further 
off ; for as to the firft, they did not propofe to go 
farther than one Day’s Journey, that fo they might 
have Intelligence every two or three Days how 
Things were at Loudox. 

But here our Travellers found themfelves un- 
der an unexpected Inconvenience namely, that 
of their Horfe, for by means of the Horfe to 
garry their Baggage, they were obliged to keep 

in 
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keep in the Road, whereas the People of this other 
Band went over the Fields or Roads, Path or no 
Path, Way, or no Way, as they pleafed ; neither had 
they any Occafion to pafs thro’ any Town, or come 
near any Town, other than to buy fuch ‘Lhings as 
they wanted for their neceflary Subfiftence, and in 
that indeed they were put to much Difheulty : Of 
which in its Place. 

But our three Travellers were oblig’d to keep the 
Road, or elfe they muft commit Spoil and do the 
Country a great deal of Damage in breaking down ~ 
Fences and Gates, to go over encloféd Fields, which 
they were loth to do if they could help it. 

Our three Travellers however hada great Mind 
to join themfelves to this Company, and take 
their Lot with them; and after fome Difcourfe, they 
laid afide their firft Defign which look’d Northward, 
and refolv’d to follow the other into Effex ; fo in the 
Morning they took up their Tent and loaded their 
Horfe, and away they travelled all together. 

They had fome Difficulty in paffing the Ferry at 
the River fide, the Ferry- Man being afraid of them ; 
but after fome Parly at a Diltance, the Ferry-Man 
was content to bring his Boat to a Place diftant from 
the ufual Ferry, and leave it there for them» to 
take it; fo,putting chemfelves over, he direéted them 
to leave the Boat, and he having another Boat, 
faid he would fetch it again, which it feems howevet 
he did not do for above Eight Days. 

Here giving the Ferry-Man Money before-hand, 
they had a fupply of Victuals and Drink, which he 
brought and leftin the Boat for them, but not with- 
out, as I faid, having receiv’d the Mony befcre-hand. 
Bur now our Travellers were at a great Lofs and 
Difficulty how to get the Horfe over, the Boat be- 
ing fmall and not fit for it, and at lait cou'd not do 
it without unloading the Baggage, and making him 
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From the River they travelled towards the Forel, 
but when they came to Walthamfiow the People ot 
that Town denied to admit them, as was the ale 
every where: ‘The Conttables and their Watchmen 
kept them off at a Diftance, and Parly’d with them ; 
they ae the fame Account of themfelves as before, 
but thefe gave no Credit to what they faid, giving 
it fora Reafon that two or three ree sanies had al- 
ready come that Way and made the | like Pretences, 
but that they had given feveral People the Diftem- 
per in the Towns where they had pee d, and had 
been afterwards fo hardly us’d by the Country, 
tho’ with Jultice too, as they had deferv’d ; that a- 
bout Breut-Wood or that Way, feveral of them Pe- 
rifh’d in the Fields, whether of the Plague, or of 
mere Want and Dittrefs, t they could not tell. 

This was a good Reafon indeed why the People 
of Walthamftew fhou’d be very cautious, and why 
they fhou’d refolve not to entertain any Body th 
they were not well fatisfied of. But as Richard the 
Joyner, and one of the other Men who parlyd with 
them told them, it was no Reafon why they fhould 

block up the Roads, aud retufe to let People pafs 
chi the Town, and who ask’d nothing of them, bu 
to go through t the Street: ‘That if their Pe sople were 
afraid of them, they might go into their | Houfes and 
fhut their Doors, they would neither st w them 
Civility nor Incivility, but go on about their BGaneae 

The Conftables and Attendants, no he pet 
{waded by Reafon, continued Obftinate, ae woud 
hearken tonothing; fo the two Men that talk’d with 
them went back to their Fellow S, to confult what 
was to be done: It was very difcouraging in the 
nh and they knew not what to do fora sood 
while: But at laft Sohx the Soldier and Bifcuit- Baker 
ae a-while, Come, fays he, ‘leave the reft of 

the Parly to me; he had not appear’d yet, fo he 
fets the Joyner Richard to Work to cut fome Poles 
out 
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out of the Trees, and fhape them as like Guns as 
he could, and ina little time he had five or fix fair 
Muskexs, which at a Diftance would not be known; 
and ebeut the Part where the Lock of a Gun is 
he caufed tliem to wrap Cloths and Rags, fuch as 
they had, as Soldiers do in wet Weather, to pre- 
ferve the Locks of their Pieces from Ruff, the ‘reft 
was difcolour’d with Clay or Mud, fuch as they 
could get; and all this while the reft of them fat 
under the Trees by his Direétion, in two or three 
Bodies, where they made Fires at a good Diftance 
from one another. 

While this was doing,he advanc’d himfelf and two 
or three with him, and fet up their Tent in the Lane 
within fight of the Barrier which the Town’s Men 
had made, and fet a Centinel juft by it with the re- 
al Gun, the only one they had, and who walked to 
and fro with the Gun on his Shoulder, fo .as. that. 
the People of the Town might fee them; alfo he 
ty d the Horfe to a Gate in she Hedge juft by, and 
got fome dry Sticks together and kindled a Fire on 
the other fide of the Tent, fo that the People of the 
Town cou’d fee the Fire and the Smoak, but cou’d 
not fee what they were doing at it. . 

Atcer the Country People had look’d upon them 
very carneftly a great while, and by all that they 
couid fee, cou’d not but fuppofe that they were a 
great many in Company, they began to be uneafic, 
not for their going away, but for itaying where 
they were ; and above all perceiving they had Hor-- 
fes and Arms, for they had feen one Horfe and one 
Gun at the Tent, and they had feen others of them 
walk about the Field on the infide of the Hedge, 
by the fide of the Lane with their Muskets, as they 
rook them to be, Shoulder’d: 1 fay, upon fuch a 
Sight as this,you may be affured they were Alarm’d 
and terribly Frighted; and it feems they went to a 
Juftice of the Peace to know what they fhould do ; 


what the Juftice advis’d them to I know not, 
but 
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but towards Evening they call’d from the Barrier, 
as above, to the Centinel at the Tent. 

What do ye want ? {ays Fobn* 

Why, what do ye intend to do? {ays the Conftable. 

To do, fays John, What wou'd you have us to do? 

Conft. Why don’t you be gone ? what do you ftay 
there tor ? 

Fohx. Why do you ftop us on the King’s Highway, 
and pretend to refufe us Leave to go on our Way ? 

Conft. We are not bound to tell you our Reafon, 
though we did let you know, it was becaufe of the 
Plague. 

Fobu. We told you we were all found, and free from 
the Plague, which we were not bound to have fatis- 
‘fied youof, and yet you pretend to {top us on the 
Highway. 

Conft. We have a Right to ftop it up, and our own 
Safety obliges us ro it ; befides this is not the King’s 
Highway, ‘tis a Way upon Sufferance ; you fee here 
is a Gate, and if we do let People pafs here, we make 
them pay Toll ¢ 

Fobn. We have a Right to feck our own Safety as 
weil as you, and you may fee we are flying for our 
Lives, and “tis very unchriftian and unjuit to ftop 
us. 

Conft. You may go back from whence you came ; 
we do not hinder you from that. 

Soh. No, it is a ftronger Enemy than you that 
keeps us from doing that ; or elfe we fhould not ha’ 
come hither. 

Conft. Well, you may go any other way then. 


* It feems Fohn was in the Tent, but hearing them call 
he fteps out, and taking the:Gun upon his Shoulder, talk’d 
to them as if he had been the Centinel plac’d there upon 
the Guard by fome Officer that was his Superior. 


Fohi. 
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—Fobn. Y No, no: I fuppofe you fee we are able to 
fend you Boidegeind all the People of your Parifh, 
and come thro’ your ‘T‘own, when we wiil ; but fince 
you have ftopt us here, we are content; you fee, we 
have encamp’d here, and here we will live: : we hope 
you will furnifh us with Victuals. 

Conft. We furnifh you! What mean you by that >: 

Fohn. Why you would not have us Starve, would 
you ? If you ftop us here, you muft keep us, 

Conft. You will be ill kept at our Maintenance. 

‘John. If you ftint us, we fhall make ourfelves the 
better Allowance. 

Conft. Why you will not pretend to quarter upon 
us by Force, will you? 

Fohn. We have offer’d no Violence to you yet, 
why do you feem to oblige us ‘to it? Iam an old 
Soldier, and cannot ftarve, and if you think that we 
fhall be obliged to go back for want of Provifions, 
you are miftaken. 

Conft.. Since you threaten us, we fhall take Care 
to be {trong enough for you: I have Orders to raife 
the County upon you. 7 

Fobu. It is you that threaten, not we: And fince 
you are for Mifchief, ik cannot blame us, if we 
do not give you time for its we fhall begin ourMarch 
in a few Minutes. . 

Conft. What is it you demand of us? 

Fohin. At firft we defird nothing of you, but 
Leave to gothro’ the Town; we fhould have offer’d 
no Injury to any Of you, neither would you have had 
‘ any Injury or Lofs by us. We are not Thieves, but 
poor People in diftrefs, and flying from the dreadful 


* This frighted the Conftable. and the:People that were 
with him, that they immediately chang’d their Note. 
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| Plague in Lozdon,, which devours thoufands every 
obese : We wonder how you could be fo unmerci- 
ful! 

Conft. Self- prefervation obliges us. 

¢ Fobn. What! to fhut up your Compajfion in a Cafe 
of fuch Diftrefs as this? 

Conft. Well, if you will pafs over the Fields on your 
Left-hand, and behind that part of the Town, I 
will endeavour to have Gates open’d for you. 

Fobu. Qur Horfemen cannot * pafs with our Bag: 
gage that Way ; it does not lead into the Road thar 
we want to go; and why fhould ‘you force us out of 
the Road? befides, you have kept us here all Day 
without any. Provifions, but fuch as we brought with 
us ; I think you ought to fend us fome Provifions for 
our Relief. 

Conft. If you will go another Way, we will fend 
you fome Provifions. 

Fohu. That is the way to have all the Towns in 
the County {top up the Ways againit us. 

Conft. It they all furnifh po with Food, what will 
you be the worfe, I fee you have Tents, you want 

10 Lodging. 

oh Well, what quantity of Provifions will you 
fend us 

eee How many are you ? 

Fobn. Nay, we do not ask enough for all our 
Company, we are in three Companies ; if you will 
fend.us Bread for twenty Men, and about fix or fe- 
ven Women for three Days, and fhew us the Way 
over the Field you fpeak of, we defire not to put 
your People into any fear for us, we will go out of 
our Way to oblige you, tho’ we are as free - from In+ 
fe&tion as you are. 


: They had but one Horfe among them, 
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Conf?. And will you affure us that your other 
People thal] offer us no new Difturbance. 

John. No, no, you may depend on it. 

Conft. You muft oblige your felf too that none of 
your People fhall come a itep nearer than where the 
Provifions we fend you fhall be fet down, 

Fohn. \ an{wer for it we will not. 

Accordingly they fent to the Place twenty Loaves — 
of Bread, and three or four large pieces of good 
Beef, and opened fome Gates thro’ which they 
pafs’d, but none of them had Courage fo much as to 
look out to fee them go, and, as it was Evening, 
if they had looked they cou’d not have feen them 
fo as to know how few they were. 

This was ‘foba the Soldier’s Management. But 
this gave fuch an Alarm to the County, that had 
they really been two or three Hundred, the whole 
County would have been rais’d upon them, and they 
wou'd ha’ been fent to Prifon, or perhaps knock’d 
on the Head 

They were foon made fenfible of this, for two 
Days afterwards they found feveral Parties of Horfe- 
men and Footmen alfo about, in purfuit of three 
Companies of Men arm’d, as they faid, with Mus- 
kets, who were broke out from London, and had 
the Plague upon them. and that were not only 
fpreading the Diftemper among the People, but 
plundering the Country. | 

As they faw now the Confequence of their Cafe, 
they foon fee the Danger they were in, fo they re- 
fotv’d by the Advice alfo of the old Soldier, to di- 


. vide themfelves again. ‘John and his two Com- 


* Here he calld to one of his Men, and bade him order Capt. 
Richard and his People to March the Lower Way on the fide of the 
Marfhes, and meet them in the Foreft; which was all’a Sham, for 
they had no Captain Richard, or any Such, Company. 
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rades with the Horfe, went away as if towards Wal- 
tham; the. other in two Companies, but all a little 
afunder, and went towards Epping. 

The firft Night they Encamp’d all in the Foreft, 
and not far off of one another,but not fettingup the 
Tent, left that fhould difcover them : On the other 
hand Richard went to work with hisAxe and hisHat- 
chet, and cutting down Branches of Trees, he built 
three Tents or Hovels, in which they all Encamp’d 
with as much Convenienceas they could expect. 

The Provifions thy had had at Waltham/tow ferv’d 
them very plentifully this Night, and as for the 
next they left it to Providence ; they had far’d 
fo well with the old Soldier’s Conduct, that 
they now willingly made him their Leader; and 
the firft of his Condu& appear’d to be very good: 
He told them that they were now at a pro- 
per Diftance enough from London , that as. they 
need not be immediately beholden to the Coun. 
ty for Relief, fo they ought to be as careful the 
Country did not infe& them, as that they did not 
infect the Country; that what little Money they 
had they muft be as frugal of as they could; thar 
as he would not have them think of offering the 
Country any Violence, fo they muft endeavour.to 
make the Senfe of their Condition go as far with 
the Country as it could: They all referr’d them- 
felves to his Direction; fothey left their 3 Houfes. 
ftanding, and the next Day went away towards Ep- 
ping ; the Captain alfo, for fo they now called kim, 
and his two Fellow Travellers laid afide their De- 
fign of going to Waltham, and all went together. 

When they came near Epping they halted, choo- 
fing out a proper Place in the open Foreft, not ve- 
ry near the High-way, but not far out of it on the 
North-fide,- under a little clufter of low Pollard. 
Trees: Here they nitched their little Camp, which 
confifted of three large Tents or Hutts made of 

Poles, which their Carpenter, and fuch as were his 
M Afli- 


Lege ate 


pn or eo RRA AY Si SE 


ape 


162 MemMmorres of 


Affiftants, “cut down and fix’d in the Ground in @ 
Circle, binding all the fmall Ends together at the 
Top, and thickning the fides with Boughs of 
Trees and Bufhes, fo that they were compleatly 
clofe and warm. They had befides this, a little 
Tent where the Women lay by themfelves, and a 
Hutt to put the Horfe in. 

It happened that the next day,or next but one was 
Market-day at Epping ; when Capt. Fob, and one of 
the other Men, went to Market, and bought fome 
Provifions, that is to fay Bread, and fome Mutton 
and Beef; and two of the Women went feparately, 
as if they had not belong’d to the reft, and bought 
more. Fobu took the Horfe to bring it Home, and 
the Sack (which the Carpenter carryd his Tools 
in) to put it in: The Carpenter went to Work 
and made them Eenches and Stools to fit on, fuch 
as the Wood he cou’d get wou’d afford, and a kind 
of a Table to dine on. 

They were taken no Notice of for two or three 
Days, but after that, abundance of People ran out 
of the Town to look at them, and all the Country’ 
was alarmed about them. The Peopleat firft feem’d 
afraid to come near them, and on the other Hand 
they defir’d the People to keep off, for there was a 
Rumour that the Plague was at Waltham, and that it 
had been in Epping two or three Days. So Jobn called 
out to them not to come to them, For, fays he, we 
are all whole and found Pecple here, and we mould not 
have you bring the Plague among us, nor pretend we 
brought it among you 

After this the Parifh Officers came up to them 
and parly’d with them at a Diftance, and defir’d to 
know who they were, and by what Authority they 
pretended to fix thetr Stand at that Place? fobn 
anfwered very frankly, they were poor diftreffet 
People trom London, who forefeeing the Mifery they 


hould be reduc’d to, if the Plague fpread into the 
City, 
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City, had fied cut in time for their Lives, and ha- 
ving no Acquaintance or Relations to fly to, had 
firft taken up at J/lington, but the Plague being come 
into that Town, were fled further, and as they lup- 
pos’d that the People of Epping might have refus’d 
them coming into theirTown,they had pitch’d their 
Tents thus in:the open Field, and in the Foreff, 
being willing to bear all the Hardfhips of fuch 
a:difconfolate Lodging, rather than have any one 
think or be afraid that they fhould receive Injury 
by them. 

At firft the Epping People talk’d roughly to them, 
and told them they muft remove ; that this was no 
Place for them; and that they pretended to be 
Sound and Well, but that they might be infected 
with the Plague for ought they knew, and might 
infe& the whole Country, and they coud not fofter 
them there. 

Sohn argu’d very calmly with them a great while, 
¢ and told them, ‘ That London was the Place by 
- which they, that is, the Townfmen of Epping and 

all the Country round them, fubfifted; to whom 
they fold the produce of their Lands, and out of 
whom they made the Rent of their Farms; and 
© to be fo cruel to the [nhabitants of London, or 
to any of thofe by whom they gain’d fo much 
‘ was very hard, and they would be loth to have 
¢ it remembered hereafter, and have it told how 
¢€ 
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barbarous, how unhofpitable and how wakind 

they were to the People of London, when they 
© fled from the Face of the moft terrible Enemy 
© in the World, that it would be enough to make 
© the Name of an Epting-Man hateful thro’ all tne 
¢ City, and to have the Rabble Stone them in the 
« very Streets, whenever they came fo much as to 
¢ Market; that they were not yetfecure from being 
¢ Vifited themfelves, and that as he heard, Waitham 
¢ was already 5 that they would think it very hard 
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‘ that when any of them fled for Fear before 
“they were touch’d, they fhould be deny’d the 
¢ Liberty of Jying fo much as in the open Fields. 

The Epping Men told them again, That they, :in- 
deed, faid they were found and free from the In- 
fection, but that they had no aflurance of it ; and 
that it was reported, that there had been a great 
Rabble of People at. Walthamffom, who made fuch 
Pretences of being found, as they did, but-that they 
threaten’d to plunder the Town, and force tyeir 
Way whether the Parifh Officers would or no; 
That they were near 200 of them, and had Arms 
and Tents like Low-Country Soldiers; that they 
extorted Provifions from the Town by threat. 
ning them with living upon them at free Quarter, 
fhewing their Arms, and talking in the Language 
of Soldiers; and that feveral of them being gone 
away towards Rumford and Brent-Wood, the Coun- 
try had been inteéted by them, and the Plague 
{pread into both thofe large Towns, fo that the 
People durft not g0 to Market there as ufual; that 
it was very likely they were fome of that Patty, 
and if fo, they deferv’d to be fent to the County 
Jail, and be fecur’d till they had made Satisfaction 
for the Damage they had done, and for the Terror 
and Fright they had put the Country into. 

Jobn anfwered, That what other People had done 
was nothing to them; that he affured them they 
were all of onc Company, that they had never 
been more in Number than they faw them at that 
time; (which by the way was very true) that they 
came out in two feperate Companies, but joyn’d 
by the Way, their Cafes being the fame; that 
ticy were ready to give what Account of them. 
felves any Body cou’d defire of them, and to give 
in their Names and Places of Abode, that fo they 
might be call’d to an Account for any Diforder 
that they might be guilty of; that the Towafmen 
might 
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might fee they were content to live hardly, and 
only defir’d a little Room to breath in on the Fo. 
reft where it was wholfome, for where it was not 
they cou’d not ftay, and wou’d decamp if they 
found it otherwife there. 

But, faid the Townfmen, we have a great charge 
of Poor upon our Hands already, and we muft take 
care not to encreafe it ; we fuppofe youcan give us 
no Security againft your being chargeable to our 
Parifh and to the Inhabitants, any more than you 
can of being dangerous to us as to the Infection. 

‘Why look you, fays Sohn, as to being charges 
able to you, we hope we fhall] not; if you will re- 
¢ lieve us with Provifions for our prefent Neceflity; 
¢ we will be very thankful; as we all liv’d without 
¢ Charity when we were at Home, fo we will] o- 
‘ blige ourfelves fully to repay you, if God pleafe 
to bring us back to our own Families and Houtes 
‘ in Safety, and to reftore Health to the People of 
© London. 

« As to our dying here, we affure you, if any of 
¢ us die, we that furvive, will bury them, and put 
¢ you to no Expence, except it fhould be that we 
¢ fhould all die, and thea indeed the laft Man not 
‘ being able to bury himfelf, would put you to that 
‘ fingle Expence, which I am perfwaded, fays Fobu, 
‘ he would leave enough behind him to pay you for 
© the Expence of. 
© On the other Hand, fays John, if you will whut 
up all Bowels of Compafflion and not relieve us 
at all, we fhall not extort any thing by Violence, 
or fteal from any one; but when what little we 
have is fpent, if we perifh for want, God’s Will 
be done. 

Sohn wrought fo upon the Townfmen by talking 
thus rationally and fmoothly to them, that they 
went away ; and tho’ they did not give any confent 
to their ftaying there, yet they did not moleft them ; 
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and the poor People continued there three or four 
Days longer without’ any Difturbance. In this 
time they had got fome remote Acquaintance with 
a Vidualling-Houfe at the out-skirts of the Town, 
to whom they called at a Diftance to bring fome 
little Things that they wanted, and which they 
caus’d to to be fet down at a Diftance, and always 
paid for very honeftly. 

During this Time, the younger People of the 
‘Town came trequently pretty near them, and wou'd 
{tand and look at them, and fometimes talk with 
them at fome Space between; and particularly it was 
obferved, that the firft Sabbath Day, the poor People 
kept retir’d, worfhip'd God together, and were heard 
to fing Pf{alms. 

Thefe Things and a quiet inoffenfive Behaviour, 
began to get them the good Opinion of the Coun- 
try, and People began to pity them and {peak very 
well of them; the Confequence of which was, 
th.t upon the occafion of a very wet rainy 
Night, a certain Gentleman who livd in the 
Neighbourhood, fent them a little Cart with twelve 
Trudes or Bundles of Straw, as well for them to 
lodge upon, as to cover and thatch their Huts, and 
to keep them dry: The Minifter of a Parifh not 
far of not knowing of the other, fent them alfo 
about two Bufhels of Wheat, and half a Bufhel of 
white Peas. 

‘They were very thankful to-be-fure for this Relief, 
-andparticularly the Straw was a very great Comfort 
rothem; for tho’ the ingenious Carpenter had made 
Vrames for them’<o lie in like Troughs,and fill’d them 
with Leaves cf Trees, and fuch Things as they could 
eet, and had cut all their Tent-cloth out to make 
them Coverlids, yet they lay damp, and hard, and 
unwholefome till this Straw came, which was to 
them like Feather-beds, and, as fohu faid, more wel- 
come than Feather-beds wou’d ha’ been at another 
time. This 
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This Gentleman and the Minifter having thus 
begun and given an Examplesct Charity to thete 
Wanderers, others quickly followed, and they re- 
ceiv'd every Day fome Benevolence or other from the 
People, but chiefly trom the Gentlemen who dwelt 
in the Country round about ; fore fent them Chair 
Stools, ‘Tables, and fuch Houfhold Things as they 
gave Notice they wanted ; tome fent them Blan- 
kets, Rugsand Coverlids ; fome Earthen-ware ; and 
fome Kitchin-ware for ordering their Food. 
Encourag’d by this good Ufage, their Carpente 
in a few Days, built them a large Shed or Houfe 
with Rafters, and a Roof in Form, and an uppe 
Floor in which they lodged warm, for the Weathe 
began to be damp and cold in the beginning of Sep- 
rember; But this Houfe being very well Thatch'd, 
and the Sides and Roof made very thick, kept out 
the Cold well enough: He made alfo an earthen 
Wall at one End, with a Chimney in it; and ano- 
ther of the Company, with a valt deal of Trouble 


and Pains, made a Funnel to the Chimney to car- 
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Here they liv’d very comfortably, tho’ coarfely, 
till the beginning of September, when they had the 


bad News to hear, whether true or not, that the 
Plague, which was very hot. at Pultham- Abby on 
one fide, and at Rumford and Brent-Wvod on the 
other fide; was alfo come to Epping, to Woodford, 
and to molt of the Towns upon the Forel, and 
which, as they faid, was brought down among them 
chiefly by the Higlersand fuch People as went to 
and from Lozdon with Provifions. 

If this was true, it was an evident ContradiGtion 
to that Report which was afterwards fpread all over 
England,but which, as I have faid,I cannot confirm of 
my own Knowledge,namely, That the Market People 
carrying Provifions to the City, never got the Infec- 
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tion or carry’d it back into the Country ; both which 
I have been aflured, has beén falfe. 

It might be that they were prefery’d even beyond 
Expedtation, though not toa Miracle, that abun- 
dance went and come, and were not touch’d, 
and that was much for the Encouragement of the 
poor People of London, wha had been compleatly 
miferable, if the People that brought Provifions 
to the Markets had not been many times wonder- 
fully preferv’d, or at leaft more preferv’d than cou’d 
be reafonably expected. 

But now thefe new Inmates began to be difturb’d 
more effectually, for the ‘Towns about them were re- 
ally infected, and they began to be afraid to truft 
one another fo much as to go abroad for fuch things 
as they wanted, and this pinch’d them very hard; 
for now they had little or nothing but what the cha- 
ritabie Gentlemen of the Country fupply’d them 
with: But for their Encouragement it happen’d, that 
otnerGentlemen in the Country who had not fent ”em 
any thing before, began to hear of them and fupply 
them, and one fent them a large Pig, that is.to fay 
a Porker ; another two Sheep ; and another fent 

them a Calf: In fhort, they had Meat enough, and, 
fometimes had Cheefe and Milk, and all fuch things ; 
They were chiefly put to it for Sread, for whemthe 
Gentlemen fent them Corn they had no where to 
bake it, or to grind it: This made them ear the firlt 
two Bufhel of Wheat that was fent them in parched 
Corn, as the dfraelites of old did without grinding or 
making Bread of it. 

At laft they found means to carry their Corn toa 
Windmill near Woodford, where they had it ground ; 
and afterwards the Bifcuit Baker made a Hearth fo 
hollow and dry that he cou’d bake Bifcuit Cakes 
tolerably well; and thus they came into a Condition 
to live without any afiiftance or fupplies from the 
‘owns; and it was well they did, for the Country 

was foon after fully Infected, and about 120 were 
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faid to have died of the Diilemper in the Villages 
_near them, which wasa terrible thing to them. 
On this they call’d a new Council, and now the 
Towns had no need to be afraid they fhould fettle 
_near them, but on the contrary feveral Families of 
the poorer fort of the Inhabitants quitted their Hou- 
fes,-and built Hutts in the Fcreft after the fame 
manner as they had dune: Butit was obferw’d, that 
feveral of thefe poor People that had fo remov’d, 
had the Sicknefs even in their Hutts or Booths ; the 
Reafon of which was plain, namely, not becaufe they 
removed into the Air, but becaufe they did not re- 
move time enough, that is to fay, nor till by openly 
converfing with the other People their Neighbours, 
they had the Diftemper upon them, or, (as may be 
faid) among them,and focarry’d it about them whi- 
ther they went : Or, (2.) Becaufe they were not 
careful enough after they were fafely removed out 
of the Towns, not to come in again and mingle with 
the difeafed People. 

But be it which of thefe it will, when our Tra- 
vellers began to perceive that the Plague was not 
only in the Towns, but even in the Tents and Huts 
on the Foreft near them, they began then not only 
to be afraid, but to think of decamping and remo- 
ving ; for had they ftay’d, they wou’d ha’ been in 
manifeft Danger of their Lives. 

It is not to be wondered that they were greatly 
afflicted, as being obliged to quit the Place where 
they had been fo kindly receiv’d, and where they 
had been treated with fo much Humanity and Cha- 
rity; but Neceffity, and tne hazard of Life, which 
they came out fo far to preferve, prevail’d with 
them, and they faw no Remedy. Folz however 
thought of a Remedy for their prefent Misfortune, 
namely, that he would firft acquaint that Gentlenran 
who was their principal Benetaor, with the Diftr< 
they were in, and to crave his Affiftance and Ad- 
Vice, : 

: The 
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The good charitable Gentleman encourag’d them 
to quit the Place, for fear they fhould be cut off 
from any Retreat at all, by the Violence of the Di- 
{temper ; but whither they fhould go, that he found 
very hard to dire& them to. At laft Fobx ask’d of 
him, whether he (being a Juftice of the Peace) would 
give them Certificates of Health to other Juftices 
who they might come before, that fo whatever might 
be their Lot they might not be repulfed now they 
had been alfo fo long from London. ‘This his Wor- 
fhip immediately granted, and gave them proper 
Letters of Health, and from thence they were at Li- 
berty to travel whither they pleafed. 

Accordingly they had a full Certificate of Health, 
intimating, That they had refided in a Village in the 
County of Effex fo long,that being examined and {cru- 
tiniz’d fufficiently, and having been retir’d from all 
Converfation for above 40 Days, without any appear- 
ance of Sicknefs,they were therefore certainlyconciu- 
ded tobe Sound Men, and might be fafely entertain’d 
any where, having at laft removd rather for fear of 
the Plague, which was come into fuch a Town, ra~ 
ther than for having any fignal of Infection upon 
them, or upon any belonging to them, 

“With this Certificate they remov’d, tho’ with 
ereat Relu€tance; and ‘ohn inclining not to go far 
from Home, they mov d towards the Marfhes on 
the fide of Waltham: But here they found a Man, 
who it feems kept a Weer or Stop upon the River, 
made to raife the Water for the Barges which go 
up and down the River, and he terrified them with 
difmal Scories of the Sicknefs having been f{pread in- 
to all the Towns on the River, and near the River, 
on the fide of Middlefex and Hertfordjbive ; that is to 
fay, into Waltham, Waltham-Crofs, Enfield and Ware, 
and all the Towns on the Road, that they were a- 
fraid to go that way; tho’ it feems the Man imposd 


upon them, for that the thing was not really true. 
How * 


the PLAGUE. I7t 


However it terrified them, and they refolved to 
‘move crofs the Foreft towards Rumford and Breit- 
‘Wood; but they heard that there were numbers of 
People fled out of Lowdoz that way, who lay up and 
down in the Foreft call’d Healt Foreft, reaching 
near Rumford,and who having no Subfiftence or Ha- 
bitation, not only liv’d oddly, and fuffered great Ex- 
tremities in the Woods and Fields for want of Re- 
lief, but were faid to be made fo defperate by thofe 
Extremities, as that they offer’d many Violences to 
the County, robb’d and plunder’d, and kill’d Cattle, 
and the like; that others building Hutts and Hovels 
by the Road-fide Begg’d, and that with an Impor- 
tunity next Door to demanding Relief ; fo that the 
County was very uneafy, and had been oblig’d to 
take fome of them up. 

This, in the firft Place intimated to them, that they 
would be fure to find the Charity and Kindnefs of 
the County, which they had found here where they 
were before, hardned and fhut up againfi them ; and 
that on the other Hand, they would be queltion’dé 
where-ever they came, and would be in Danger ct 

Violence from others in like Cafes as themfelves. 

Upon all thefe Confiderations, fohz, their Cap- 
tain, in all their Names, went back to their good 
Friend and Benefactor, who had reliev’d them be- 
fore, and laying their Cafe truly before him, hum- 
bly ask’d his Advice ; and he as kindly advifed 
them to take up their old Quarters again, or if not, 
to remove but a little further out of the Road, 
and direéted them to a proper Place for them; 
and as they really wanted fome Houfe rather than 
Huts to'fhelter them at that time of the Year, it 

growing on towards Michaelmas, they found anold 
decay’d Houfe, which had been formerly fome Cot- 
tageor little Habitation, but was fo out of repair 
as {carce habitable, and by the confent of a Farmer 
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to whofe Farm it belong’d, they got leave to make 
what ufe of it they could. 

The ingenious Joyner and all the reft by his Di- 
rections, went to work with it, and ina very few 
Days made it capable to fhelter them all in cafe of 
bad Weather, and in which there was an old Chim- 
ney, and an old Oven, tho’ both lying in Ruins, 
yet they made them both fit for Ufe, and raifing 
Additions, Sheds, and Leantoo’s on every fide, they 
foon made the Houfe capable to hold them all. 

They chiefly wanted Boards to male Window- 
fhutters, Floors, Doors, and feveral other Things ; 
but as the Gentlemen above favour’d them, and the 
Country was by that Means made eafy with them, 
and above all, that they were known to be all found 
and in good health, every Body help’d them with 
what they could f{pare. 

Here they encamp’d for good and all, and refolv’d 
to remove no more ; they faw plainly how terribly 
alarm’d that County was every where, at any Body 
that came from Londow; and that they fhould have 
no admittance any where but with the utmoft Dif- 
ficulty, at leaft no friendly Receptionand Affi- 
itance as they had receiv’d here. 

Now altho’ they receiv’d great Affiftance and En- 
couragement from the Country Gentlemen and from 
the People round about them, yet they were put to 
great Straits, for the Weather grew cold and wet in 
Oétober and November, and they had not been us’d to fo 
much hardihip; fo that they got Colds in theitLimbs, 
and Diftempers, but never had the InfeGtion: And 
thus about December they came home to the City 
again. 

T give this Story thus at large, principally to give 
an Account what became of the great Numbers of 
Peopie which imiaediately appear’d in the City 
as {oon as the Sicknefs abated: For, as I have faid, 
great Numbers of thofe that were able and had 
Retreats 
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Retreats in the Country, fled to thofe Retreats; 
So when it was encreafed to fuch a frightful Extre- 
| mity as I have related, the midling People who had 
not Friends, fled to all Parts of the Country where 
they coud get fhelter, as well thofe that had Mony 
to relieve themfelves; as thofe that had not. T'hofe 
that had Mony always fled fartheft, becaufe they 
were able to fubfift themfelves; but thofe who were 
empty, fufter'd, as T,have faid, great Hardthips, and 
were often driven by Neceflity to relieve their Wants 
at the Expence 6f the Country : By that Means the 
Country was made very uneafie at them, and fome- 
times took them up, tho’ even then they f{carce knew 
what to do with them, and were always very back- 
ward to punifh them, but. often too they forced 
them from Place to Place, till they were oblig’d to 
come back again to Loxdon. 
I have, fince my knowing this Story of Sohn and 
his Brother, enquir’d and found, that there were a 
great many of the poor difconfolate People, as above, 
Hed into the Country every way, and fome of them 
got little Sheds, and Barns, and QOut-houfes to 
live in, where they coud obtain fo much Kind- 
ne{s of the Country, and efpecially where they had 
any the leaft fatistacory Account to give of them= 
felves, and particularly that they did not come out of 
London too late. But others, and that in great Num- 
bers, built themfelves little Huttsand Retreats in the 
Fields. and Woods, and liv’d like Hermits in Holes 
and Caves, or any Place they cou’d find; and where, 
we may be fure, they fufter’'d great Extremities, 
fuch that many of them were oblig’d to come back 
again whatever the Danger was; and fo thofe little 
Huts were often found empty, and the Country 
‘People fuppos’d the Inhabitants lay Dead in them of 
the Plague, and would not go near them for fear, no 
notin a great while; nor is it unlikely but that fome of 
the 
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the unhappy Wanderers might die fo all alone, ever 
fometimes for want of Help, as particularly in one 
Tent or Hutt, was found a Man dead, and on the 
Gate of a Field juft by, was cut with his Knife -in 
uneven Letters, the following Words, by which” it 
may be {uppos’d the other Man efcap’d, or that one 
dying firft, the other bury’d him as well as he could ; 


OmIsErY! 
We BoTH ShaLL Dy E, 
WoE, WoE. 


I have given an Account already of what I found to 
ha’ been the Cafe down the River among theSea-farin 
Men, how the Ships lay in the Offing, as “tis call’d, 
in Rows or Lines a-ftern of ene another, quite 
down from the Pool as far as I could fee , I have been 
told, that they lay in the fame manner quite down 
the River as low as Gravefend, and fome far beyond, 
even every where, or in every Place where they 
cou’d ride with Safety as to Wind and Weather ; 
Nor did J ever hear that the Plague reach’d to any 
of the People on board thofe Ships, except fuch 
as lay up inthe Pool, or as high,as Deptford Reach, 
altho’ the People went frequently on Shoar to the 
Country Towns and Villages, and. Farmers Houfes, 
to buy frefh Provifions, Fowls, Pigs, Calves, and the 
like for their Supply. : 

Likewife J found that the Watermen on the Ri- 
ver above the Bridge, found means to convey them- 
felves away up the River as far as they cou’d go; 
and that they had, many of them, their whole Fa- 
milies in their. Boats, cover’d with Tilts and Bales, 
as they call them, and furnifh’d with Straw within 
for their Lodging ; and that they lay thus all along 
by the Shoar in. the Marfhes, fome of them fetting 
up little ‘ents with their Sails, and fo lying, under 
them on Shoar in the Day, and going into their 
Boats 
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| Boats.at Night; and in this manner, as I have 
heard, the River-fides were lin’d with Boats and 
People as long as they had any thing to fubfift on, 
or cou’d get any thing ofthe Country ; and indeed 
the Country People, as well Gentlemen as others, 
on thefe and all other Occafions, were very forward 
to relieve them, but they were by no means willing 
to receive them into their Towns and Houfes, and 
for that we cannot blame them. 

There was one. anhappy Citizen, within my 
Knowledge, who had been Vifited in a dreadful 
manner, fo that his Wife and al} his Children were 
Dead, and himfelf and two Servants only left, wita 
an elderly Woman a near Relation, who had nurs‘d 
thofe that were dead as well as fhe could: This dif- 
confolate Man goes to a Village near the ‘Town, 
tho’ not within the Bills of Mortality, and finding 
an empty Houfe there, enquires out the Owner, 
and took the Houfe :: Aftera few Days he gota Cart 
and loaded it with Goods, and carries them down 
to the Houfe.; the People of the Village oppos’d his 
driving the Cart along, but with fome Arguings, 
and fome Force, the Men that drove the Cart along, 
got through the Street up to the Door of the Houfe, 
there the Conftable refifted him again, and would 
not let them be brought in. ‘The Man caus‘d the 
Goods to be unloaden and lay’d at the Dooy, and 
fent the Cart away; upon which they carry’d the 
Man before a Juftice of Peace ; that 1s to fay, they 
commanded him to go, which he did. . The Juftice 
order’d him to caufe the Cart to fetch away the 
Goods againy which he refufed to do; upon which 
the Juftice ovder’d the Conftable to purfue the Car- 
tersand feteh* them back, and make them re-load 
_the Goods and carry them away; or to fet them in 
the Stocks till they came for farther Orders; and if 
they could not find them, nor the Man would not 
confent to take them away, they fhould caufe them 
to 
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to be drawn with Hooks from the Houfe-Door and 
burnt in the Street. The poor diftrefs’d Man up- 
on this ferch’d the Goods again, but with grievous 
Cries and Lamencations at the hardfhip of his Cafe. 
But there was no Remedy; Self-prefervation oblig’d 
the People to thofe Severities, which they wou’d not 
otherwife have been concern’d in: Whether this 
poor Man liv’d or dy’d I cannot tell, but it was re- 
ported that he had tne Plague upon him at that 
time ; and perhaps the People might report that to 
jultify their Ufage of him; buc it was not unlikely, 
that either he or his Goods, or both, were dangerous, 
when his whole Family had been dead of the Di- 
{temper fo little a while before. 

I kno’ that the Inhabitants of the Towns adja- 
cent to London,were much blamed for Cruelty to tle 
poor People that ran trom the Contagion in their 
Diftrefs ; and many very fevere things were done, as 
maybe feen from what has been faid; but Icannot but 
fay alfo that where there was room for Charity and 
Affiftance to the People, without apparent Danger 
to themfelves, they were willing enough to help and, 
relieve them. But as every ‘Town were indeed Judg- 
es in their own Cafe, fo the poor People who ran 
a-broad in their Extremities, were often ill-ufed and 
driven back again into the Town; -and. this caufed 
infinite Exclamations and Qut-cries againft the 
Country ‘Towns, and made the Clamour very popu- 
Jar. 

And yet more or lefs, maugre all their Caution, 
there was not a Town of any Note within ten (or I 
believe twenty) Miles of the City, but what was 
more or lefs Infeé&ted, and had fome died among 
them. I have heard the Accounts of feyeral; fuch as 
they were reckon’d up as follows. 


In 
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In Enfield 32 Hertfird 90 Brent-Wrod 


In Hornfey 58 Ware 160 Rumford 109 
In Newington 17 Hedfdon 30 Barking abt. 200 
In Tottenham 42 Waltham Ab.23 Branford 432 
In Edmonton 19 Epping 26 Kingfton 122 
In Barnetand Deptford 623 Stanes 32 
Hadly 43 Gieeuuiich 231 Chertfey 18 
In Sc. Albans 121 Eltham and Wind for 103 
InWatfird 45 Lufum 85 
In Uxbridge 117 Croydon 61 cum aliis, 


Another thing might render the Co sad more 
{trict with refpecd to the Citizens, and efpecially 
sian re{pect to ‘the Poor ; ; and this was what I hint- 

at beings: name. y, that there was a fee eg: pro- 
i nates or a wicked Inclination in thofe that were 
infecced to infect others. 

There have been great Debates among our Be 
ficians, as to the Reafon of this; fome will have it 
to be in the Nature of t he Difcafe,and thdt itimpref- 
fes every one that is feized upori by it, with a a kind of 
al Rage, and 4° hatred againit their own Kind, as if 
there was a malignity, not only in the Diltemper to 
comMunicate it {elf, but in the very Nature of Man, 
prompting him with evil Will, or an evil Eye, that as 
they fay inthe Cafeof amad Dog, who tho’ the gent- 
left Creature before of ayy of his Kind, yet t then will 
fly suport and bite any one that comes Neh him 
and thofe as foonas any, who had been moft obferv’d 
by him before. 

Others plac’d it to the Account of the Corup- 
tion of humane Nature, which cannot bear to fee 
itfelf more miferable than others of its own Specie, 
and hasa kind of involuntary Wifh, that all “Men 
were as un nhappy, or in as bada Condition as irfelf. 

Others fay, it was only a kind of Defperation, 
not knowing or Seeline what they did, and con- 
fequently unconcern’d at the Danger or Safety, not 
only of any Body near them, but even of themfelves 

N alio 
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alfo: And indeed when Men are once come to a 
Conditicn to abandon themfelves, and be uncon- 
cern’d for the Safety, or at the Danger of themfelves, 
it cannot be fo much wondered that they fhould be 
carelefs of the Safety of other People. 

But I choofe to give this grave Debate a quite 
different turn, and anfwer it or refolve it all by 
faying, That I do not grant the Fuct. Om the con- 


& 


trary, I fay, that the Thing is not reaily fo, but 
that it was a general Complaint rais’d by the Peo- 
ple inhabiting the out-lying Villages againft the Ci- 
tizens, to jultify, or at leait excufe thofe Hardfhips 
ard Severities fo much tall’d of, and in which Com- 
plaints, both Sides may be faid to have injur’d one 
another; that is to fay, the Citizens prefling to be 
received and harbour’d in time of Diftrefs, and with 
the Plague upon them, complain ef the Cruelty and 
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Injuftice of the Country Pecople, in being refufed En- 
trance,and fore’d back again with their Goods and Fa- 
milies ; and the Inhabitants finding themfelves fo im- 
pofed upon, and the Citizens breaking in as 1t were 
upon them whether they would or no, complain, 
that when they were infected, they were not only 
regardlefs of others, but even willing to infect them ; 
neither of which were really true, that is to fay, in 
the Colours they were defcrib‘d in. 

It is true, there is fomething to be faid for the fre- 
quent Alarms which were given to the Country, of 
the refolution of the People in Lewdonto come out by 
Force, not only for Relief, buc to Plunder and Rob, 
that they ran about the Streets with the Di- 
{temper upon them without any control ; and that 
10 Care was taken to fhut up Houfes, ana confine 
the fick People from infecting others; whereas, to 
dothe Loudouers Juftice, they never pra@ifed fuch 
things,except in uch particular Cafesas ] have men- 
tion’d above, and fuch-like. On the other Handeve- 
ry thing was managed with fo much Care, anc fuch 
excellent Order was obferv’d in the whole City and 
Suburbs 
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Suburbs, by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Alde 
men; a and by the Juftices of the Péace, Churchwate 
dens, (ec. in the out-Parts; that London may be a Pat- 
tern toall the Cities in the We orld for the good Goverr ; 
ment and the excellent Order that was every where 
kepr, even in the time of the moft violent Infetion ; 
and eae the People e were in the utmolt C ee 
tion and Diftrefs. But a fhall {peak by irfelt. 
One thing, it is to be obferv’d, was ow ing prin- 
cipaily tothe Priteihed e of the M agiftt ates, and ought 
to be mention’d to their Honour, (viz.) The Mo- 
deration which they ufed in the preat and difficult 
Work of fhutting up of Houfes : Ic is ss as I have 
mentioned, that the fhutting up of Houfes was a 
great Subject of Difcontent, “an 
the only Subject of Difcontent among the Peo ate at 
that time; for the confining the Sot ina in the fame 
Houle With the Sick, was counted very tag Ae anc 
the Complaints of People fo confin’d were very giie- 
yous ; they were heard into the very Sieur’ and 
they were fometimes fuch that called for Refent- 
ment, tho’ oftner for Compaffion ; they had no way 
to converfe with ary cf their Friends but out at their 
Windowey where the y woud make fuch piteous La- 
mentations, as often mov’d the Hearts o of thofe 
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talk’d w ith. and of cthers whe paffing by heard their 
Story; and as thofe Co: mplaints of tentimes reproach’d 
the Severity, dnd fometimes the Infolence of the 
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Watchmen plac’? d at their Doors, thofe Watchmen 
wou'd aniwer faucily enough; and perhaps | 
affront the People who werein the Street t: he 
{aid Families ; for which, or for their if] Treatment of 
the Families, I think feven cr eight of them in i 
veral Places were kill’d ; [know not whether I fhou’d 
fay murthered or not, becaufe I cannor enter into 
the particular Cafés. Ic is true, the Warchines were 
on their Duty, and acting in the Poft where they 
were plac’d by a lawfal Authority; and killing any 


publick 1 legal Officer he eo fecution of his Office, 
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is always in the Language ofthe Law call’d Murther. 
But as they were not authene ‘d by the Magilirate’s 

Inftrudions, or by the ver they acted under, to 
be injuricus or Dae cn er to the he ss who 
were under their Obfervation, cr to any that con- 
cern’d themfelves for them,; fo when they aid fo,they 
might be faid to aét themfelves, not their Bae 
to act as private Perfons, not as Perfons employ’d ; 

and conlequently 1 ii they brought Mifchief upon 
themfelves by pons an undue Behaviour, that Mii- 


chief was upen their own Heads; and indeed they 
had fo ae the he ty Ga ot the Pe ople, whether 
they cele rv d-it or not, that whatever hefel tnem no 
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body pitied their, and every Body was apt to fay, 
they deferv’d Ap whatever it was; nor do I remem- 
ber that any | dy was ever puniflid, at leaft to any 
confiderable De eree, for whatever was done to the 
Watchmen tuat guarded their Houfes. 

What variety of Stratage::.s were ufed to efcape 
and get out of Houfes thus fhut up, by which the 
Watchmen were deceived or overpower d, and that 

the People got away, I have taken notice of alrea- 
ais and fhall fay no mc hat: But I fay the Ma- 

giftrates did moderate and eafe » Famil lies upon many 
Occ afions in this Cafe,and par oii in that of ta- 
‘ing away,or fuffering to be ren d the fick Perfons 
out of fuch Houfes,when the y were willing to be re- 
movd either to a Peit- Hout fe, or othe men and 
fometimes giving the well Perfons in aie Family fo 
ie up, leave to remove upon Information given 


that they were well,and that taney would confine them- 
feives in {uch Houfes where they went, fo long as 
{lould be requir’d of them. ‘The Concern alfo ofthe 
Magifirates tor the fup pplying {uch poor Families as 
were infected ; I fay, fup plying them with Necefla- 
ries, as well Phytick as Food, was very great, and in 
which they did not content themfelves with giving 
theneceflary Orders to the Officers appointed, but 


the Aldermen in Perfon, and on Horfeback frequently 
rid 
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rid to fuch Houfes, and caus’d the People to be ask’d 
at their Windows, whether they were duly attend- 
ed, or not?) Alfo, whether they wanted any thing 
that w as necefla iry, and if the Officers had conftant- 
ly carry’d their Meflages s, ar d fetch d them fuch taings 
as they wanted, or not? And if t hey Bree in the 
Affirmative, all was well; but 1 ) 
that they were ill fupply’d, and that the Officer dia 
not do his Duty, or did not treat them civilly, they 
( the Officers ) were generally remov’d, and others 
plac’d in their ftead. 

It is hae fuc h Complaint might be unyjuif, and 


ey We E . | epee made 
they compiain dy, 


J) 


if the Officer had fuch Arguments to ufe as would 
convince the Magiftrace that he was right,and that the 
People had injur’d him, he was contin sued, and they 
reproved. But this pa rt could not welt bear a par- 


ticular Inquiry, for the Parties could very il be 
brought face to face, and a Complaint could not be 
well heard and anfwer'd in the Street, from the Win- 
dows, as was the Cafe then ; the Magittrates there- 
fore generally chofe to favour the People, and remove 
the Man,as what feem’d to be the leaft Wrong, and of 
the lea ft il ty equence; feeingsit the Wat chman was 
ir’d 1 lily him amends by 
her “lature ; but if 
ire Family vas injur’d, there was no Satisfaction 
quid be made to them, the Damage perhaps being 
bs ean as it concern d their : ives. 


A great variety of hefe Cafes frequently happen rd 
betwee Ae e Watchmen and the ’ oor People fhut up, 
befices thofe I formerly mention’d about efcaping ; 


é 


fometimes the Watchnien were abfent, fometimes 
drunk, fometimes afl ree hela the People w wanted 
them, and fuch never fail’d tobe punifh’d fev seit aS 
indeed they defervd. 

But after all that was or could be done in thefeCa- 
fes, the fhutiing up of Houfes, fo as to confine thofe 
that were well, with thofe that were fick, had very 
great Inconveniences in it, and fome that were. very 
tragical 


ee _- 
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tragical, and which merited to have been confider’d 
if there had been room for ic; but it was authoriz’d 
by a Law, it had the publick Good in view, as the 
End chiefly aim’d at, and all the private Injuries that 
were done by the putting it in Execution, muft be 
put to the account of the publick Benefit. 
It is doubtful to this day, whether in the 
whole it contributed any thing to the ftop of the 
Infeé tion, and indeed, J cannot ‘ay it did ; for no- 
thing could run Bis greater Fury and Rage than 
the e Infection did when it was in its chief Vial ence ; 
tho” the Houfes infected were fhut up as exadtly, and 
as efiectuaily as it was poifible. Certain itis; that if 
all the infected Perfons were effeGually fhut in, no 
found Perfon could have been infeéted by them, be- 
caufe they could not have come near them. But the 
Cale was this, and I fhallonly touch it here, name- 
ly, that the InfeGtion was propagat ted infenfibl ly, and 
by fuch Perfons as were not vifibly infe@ed, who nei- 
ther mney! who they infected, or who they were in- 
fecte d by. 

A Houfe in White- baie was {hut up for the fake 
aponc | Infected Maid, who had only Spots, not the 
Tokens con € out upon her, and recover’d ; yet thele 


sera 


St 

People cbtain’d no Liberty to ftir, neither for Air or 
Exercife forty Days ; want of Breath, Fear, Anger, 
Vexation, and all the other Griefs attending fuch an 
bojrtious s Treacment, calt the Miltrefs of the Fami- 
ly into a Fever, ait itor came into the Houfe, 


sudifaid it was the Pl iague, tho’ the Phyficians declar’d 
yt was not; however the Family were oblig’d to be- 
gin their Quarantine anew, onthe Report of the Vi- 
fitor or Examiner, tho’ tae former Quarantine 
wanted but afew pays of beipg fnifh’d. This ope 
prefs'd them fo with Anger and Grie ch and, as before, 
itraiten’d them alfo fo much as to Room, and for 
want of Breathing and free Air, that moft of the Fa~. 
mily fell fick, one of cne Diflemper, one of another, 
chiefly Scorbutick Ailments; oa one a viclent Cholicks 
| til] 


7ci{1 after feveral prc olo 


I © 
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ea ings of their Confinement, 
fome or other of thofe that came in ‘with the V ifitors 


to infpect the Pe erfons that were A in as or re- 


leafit 12 them 94 broug he 

infe@ed the whole Hou afe, fad ali or mot of them 

died, not of the Plague, as really upon them before, 
Plasue that thofe People brout garthem,W yho 


but of the Plague ti 
hould ha’ been careful to have prot rected | -hem from it; 
thing w! ihe and 


and this was a thing which frequently napp 
was indeed one Mee the worft Co 
Houfes up. 

Thad about this tim 
me, which 1 was at fir 
much difurb’d about ; tho 
pole me to any Difafter ; and this was be ing appointec 
by the Alderman 0% Portfokent Ward, one of the Exa- 
miners of the Houfes in the Precinct where I livd 3 
we had a larger Parifh, and had no le fs than ergnteen 
Examiners, asthe Orde C. : ai’d us, the People call’a 
S Vilitors. Lendeavour’d with all ay might to be 
ufed many Ar- 


he 
snfequences of 1 Ut rtin 


little Hardfhip put upon 
greatly afflicted at, and very 
ras it prov ’d, it did not ex- 


a 


a 

Ww 
Q 
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excus d d from. fuchan Employ ymentand t 
cuments with the Alcerman ’s Deputy to be ex cus d 5 
ee y i anegs ae chat I was agai int fhutting 

p Houfes at all, xd that it would be very nara t to 
nt in that w hich was 
rily Believe le 
iy 


slige me, to be an infirume 
Atk my Judgment, and which I did v 


ould not anfwer the End it was inter ided for, but ai 
Oi only, that wherea 


the Abatement I could get 
the Cfficer was appointed bymy cian Mayor to con- 


tinue two Months, I fhoul d be obliged to ho Id it but 
tec WEES, on Condition, nevert belefs that I coud 


then get fome other fufficient Houfe-keeper to ferve 


the refit of the T ime i me, W hich was, in fhort, but 


avery {mall Favour, eing roy difficult to get any 
Manto accept of fie ch an Employmen: -, that was fit 


to be intrufted with iz. 
It is true that fhutting up of Houfes | had one Ef- 


RU 
fe, which Ian fenfible was of Moment, name ly, 
it con ae the diftemper y People, who would other- 
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wife have been both very troublefome and very dah= 
Scrous intheir running about Streets with the Pune 
{temper upon them, which when they were diliriouss 
they would have done ina moft frightful manner ; ands 
2s indeed they began to do. at frft very much, ’till 
they were thusreftrain’d ; nay, fo very open they were, 
thatthe Poor would go about and beg at peoples 
Doors, and fay they had the Plague upon them, -n1 
beg Rags for their Sores, or both, or any thing 
that cilirious Nature happen’d to think of 

A poor uuhappy Gentlcwoman, a fubftantial Ci- 
tizen’s Wife was (if the Story be true) murther’d 
by one of thefe Creatures in Alderfeate-ftreet, or that 
Way: He was going along the Street, raving mad to 
be fure, and finging, the Peopie only faid, he was 
drunk ; but he himfelf faid, whe had the Plague upon 
him, which, it feemg, was true; and meeting this 
Gentlewoman, he would kifs her; fhe was terribly 
frighted: as he was only arude Fellow, and fherun 
rom him, but. tl: 


+ 


from tue Street being very thin of People, 
there was no body near enough to help ber: When fhe 
faghe would overtake her, fhe turn’d, and gave him 
a ‘Thrutt fo forcibly, he being but weak, and pufh’d 
himcown backward: But very unhappily, fhe being 


fovear, he caught hold of her, and pull’d her down 


alfo; and getting up firft, mafler’d her, and kife'’d 
ict; and which was worft of all, when-he- had done, 
toia her he had the Plague, and why fhould not fhe 
have it as wellas he. She was frighted enough be- 
fore, being alfo young with Child; but when the 
heard him fay, he had the Plague, fhe fcream’d out 
and fell down in a Swoon, or. in ‘2° Fit; which tho’ 
fhe recoverd a little, yer Iit?d her in a very few 
Days, and Inever heard whether fhe had the Plague 
Another infected Perfon came, and knock?d at the 
Door of a Citizen’s Houfe. where they knew him ver 
well ; the Servant let him‘in, and being told the Ma- 
fier cf the Houfe was above, he ran up, and came 
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into the Room-to them as the whole Family wasnc 


upper : Ivhey began to rife WP a lictle furpriz’d, 
noc kw ing what the eee WAS, ae he bid 


them fir ftill, he only came to take | eee leave of them. 
Whey ask’d him, Why Mr. here are you 20- 
ing ? Going, fays-he, I have ane the Sicknefs, and 
fhall die to morrow Night. ’Tis eafie to believe, 
though not to defcribe the Confternation they were 
all in,the Women and the Man’s Daughters + which 
were but little Girls, were frig oe Avi fiance Death, 
and got up, one running out “at 0 e Door, and one 
at another, fome down-Stairs aa fb me up-Stairs, 
and getting together as well as they could, lock’d 
themfe'ves into their Chambers, and {creamed out 
at the Window for Help, as if they had been frighted 
out of th ‘eit Wits: ‘he Matter more compos sd than 


whens 


they, tho’ both frighted and prove k ‘dy was going 
to lay Hands on him, and thro’ him down Stairs, 
being in a Paffion, but then co: nfidering a little the 


Canaicion of the Man and the Danger of touch ing 
-him, Horror feiz’d his Mae and He food fill} 

one aftonifhed. a poor d EADS d Man all this 
while, Bg ing as well difeas’d in his Brain as in his 
Body, { tood wint ike one amazd; at length he turns 
round, Ay! fays be, with all rhe feeming g calmnefs 
imaginable, Js it fo with you all! Ave you all i difturb’d 
at me? why then Til een go home and ae here: And 
fo he goes immediately down Stairs : The Serva 
that had let him in goes down after him with a Can- 
dle, but was affaid to go pait him and open the 

f 


ike 


Door, fo he ftood on the Stairs to fee what he wou’d 


do; the Man went and ‘open’d the Door, and went 
out and flung the Door after him: It was fome 
while before the Eee) ly.recover'd the Frig ght, but 
as no ill Confequence attended, they have hs tad’ acta, 
fion fince to {peak.of it E (you 4 may be fure) with 
great Satist ation. Tho’ the Man was gone it was 
folie time,nay. as I heard, fome Day 5 before they re- 
cover’d themfelves of the Hurry they were in, nor 


did 
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did they goup and down the Houfe with any aflu- 
rance, till they had burnt a great variety of Fumes 
and Perfumes in all the Rooms, and made a great 
many Smoaks of Pitch, of Gunpowder, and of Sul- 
phur,all feparately fhifted ; and wafhed their Clothes, 
and the like: Asto the poor Manwhether he liv’d or 
dy’d I don’t remember. 

It is moft certain, that if by the Shutting up of 
Houfes the fick had not been confin’d, multitudes 
who in the height of their Fever were Dilirious and 
Diftraéted, wou’d ha’ been continually running up 
and down the Streets, and even as it was, a very 
great number did fo, and offer’d all forts of Violence 
to thofe they met, even juft as a mad Dog runs on 
and bites at every one he meets; nor can I doubt but 
that fhou’d one of thofe infected difeafed Creatures 
have bitten any Man or Woman, while the Frenzy 
of the Diftemper was upon them, they, I mean the 
Perfon fo wounded, wou’d as certainly ha’ been in- 
curably infected, as one that was fick before and had 
the Tokens upon him. 

{ heard of one infected Creature, who running out 
of his Bed in his Shirt, in the anguifh and agony of 
his Swellings, of which he had three upon him, got 
his Shoes on and went to put on his Coat, but the 
Nurfe refifting and fnatching the Coat from him, he 
threw her down, run. over her, run down Stairs 
and into the Street directly to the Thames in his 
Shirt, the Nurfe running after him, and calling to 
the Watch to ftop him; but the Watchmen fright- 
ed at the Man, and afraid to touch him, let him go 
on; upon which he ran down to the Srill-yard Stairs, 
threw away his Shirt, and plung’d into the Thames, 
and, being a good fwimmer, fwam quite over the 
River; and the Tide being coming in, as they call 
it, that is running Weft-ward, he reached the Land 
not till he came about the Falcon Stairs, where land- 
ing, and finding no People there, ic being in the Night, 
he ran about the Streets here, Naked as he was, for 
a good 
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a good while, whenit being by that time High-water, 
e takes the River again, and {wam back to the Still- 
yard, landed, ran up the Streets again to his own 
Houfe, knocking at the Door, went up the Stairs, 
and into his Bed: again; and that this terrible Expe- 
riment curd him of the Plague, that is to fay, that 
the violent Motion of his Arms and Legs firetch’d 
the Parts where the Swellings he had upon him were, 
that is to fay under his Arm ns and his Groin, and 
caufed them to ripen and | break ; ; and that the cold 
of the Water abated the Fever in his Blood. 

I have only to add, that I do not relate -this any 
more than fome of the other, as a Fa& vithin my 
own Knowledge, fo as that Ican vouch the Truth of 
them, and efpecially that of the Man being cur’d by 
the extravagant Adventure, which I duathl: I do not 
think very poffible, but it may ferve to confirm the 

many defperate Things which the diftrefs’d People 
falling into, Diliriums, and what we call Ligh thead- 
ednefs, were frequently run upon at that time, and 
how infinitely more fuch there weu'd | ba; been, if 
fuch People had not been contin’d a the fhutting up 
of Houfes ; and this I take to be the beft ; it it 4 the 
ouly good thing which was perform’a by that fevere 
Method. 

On the other Hand, the Complaints and th 
murings were very bitter againft.the thing itfelf, 

It would pierce the Hearts of all that came by 
to hear the Be ceous Cries of thofe infected Pe eople, who 
being thus out of their Underftandings by the Vio- 
lence of a. Pai in, or the heat of their Blood d, wer 
either fhut in, or perhaps ty’din theiy Bedsand Chairs, 
to Br ven their doing themfelves Hurt, and who 
wou'd make a dreadful outcry at their being coniin’d, 
and at their being not permitted to die at large, as 
they call’d it, and as they wou’d ha’ done before. 

This running of difl peer "d Pecple about the 
Streets was very difmal, and the Magifirates did 

their utmoft to prevent it, but as it was generally in 
the 
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the Night and alwaysfudden, when fuch attempts were 
made, the Officers cou’d not be at hand to prevent it, 
and even when any got out in the Day, the Officers 
appointed did not care to meddle with them, becaufe, 
as they were all grievoufly infected to Lefure when they 
were come to that Height, Fs they were more than 
ordinarily infectious, and it was one of the moft dan- 
gerous ‘Vhings that cou’d be to touch them; onthe 
other Hand,they generally ran.on,not knowing what 
they did, till they dropp’d down ftark® Dead, or till 
they had exhaufted their Sptrits fogas that they wou’d 
fall and then die in perhaps haifan Hour or an Hour, 
and which was moft piceous to hear, they were fure 
tocome to themfelves intirely in that half Hour or 
Hour, and then to make moft grievous and piercing 
Cries and Lamentations in the deep affliéting Senfe 
of the Condition they werein. This was much of it 
before the Order for fhutting up of Houfes was ftrict- 
ly putin Execution, for at firftthe Watchmen were 
not fo vigorous and fevere, as they were after- 
ward in the keeping the People in; that is to fay, be- 
fore they were, I mean fome of them, feverely pu-« 
nifh’a for their Neglea, failing in their Duty, and 4 
Jetting People who were under their Care flip away, 
or connniving at their going abroad whether fick or 
well. But after they fiw the Officers appointed to 
examine into their Conduét, were refolv’d to have 
them do their Duty, or be puniflrd tor rhe omiffion, 
they were more exact, and the People were ftrictly 
reftrain’d ; which was a thing they took fo ill, and 
bore fo impatiently, that their Difcontents can hard- 
ly be defcrib’d: Bex there was an abfolute Neceffity 
foric, that muft be confefs’d, unlefs fome other Mea- 
fures-had been timely enter’d upon, and it was too 
late, for that. 

Had not this particular of the Sick’s been reftrain’d 
as above, been our Cafe at that time, Loudon wou'd 
ha’ been the moft dreadful Place that ever was in 
the World, there woud for ought I kno? have as 
many 
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many People dy’d in the Streets as dy’d in their 
Houfes; for when ae Diftmper was at its height, 
it generally made them Raving and Dilirious, and 
when they were fo, ates wou'd never be perfwaded 
to keep in their Beds but by Force; and many 
who werenot ty d,threw themfelves out of Windows, 
when they found they cou’d not get leave to go out 
of their Doors. 

Ic was for want of People converfing one with a- 
nother,-in this time of Calamity, that it -was 


i 


im, ‘iacohe € any parti icular Pe srfon ccerd come at the 


i 


Kno owledge e of all the extraordinery Cafes that oc- 
currd in different Families ; and particu arly I be- 
lieve it was never known to this Day how mary 
People in their Duliriums drowned the mfelves in the 
Thames, and in the River which runs fr ym the Mar 
thes by Hackney, which we generally call’diVare Reivers 
or Hackney River ; as to thofe wnich were fer down 
in the Weekly Bull, they were indeed few ; nor cou’d 
it be known of any of thofe, whether they drowned 
themfelves by Accident or not: But I belie eve, #1 
might reckon up more, who, within the compafs of 
my Knowl edge or Obfers vation, really drowned them- 
{elves in that "Year, than are put down in the Bill of 
all put eget er, for many of the Bodies were never 
found,who, yet were known to be fo loft; and the like 
inother Methods of Self- Deftruétion.T here was allo 
One Man in or about W itecrofs- -ftreet, bu mnt hi im felf 
to Death in hi eat ; fome fa 2d it was done by him- 
felf, ot Cee che it was by the Tre oe Ry of the 
Nurie that atte dsahimn’ hei ‘attte > hadthe Plague 
upon him was agreed by al 

It was a merciful Difpot ition of Providence alfo, 
and which I have many times thought of at. that 
time, that no Fires, or ne confiderable ones at leaft, 
happen'd in the City, during that Year, which, if it 
had been etherwife, w utd have been very dreadful; 
and either the People mutt have let them alone un- 
quenched, or haye come together in great TES 


su veePesie 
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and ‘Throngs, unconcern’d at the D 


fection, not concerned’ at the Houfes t 


at the Goods they handled, or at th 
People they came among : But fo 
cepting that in Cripplegate Parifh, at 
little Eruptions of Fires, which we 
tinguifh’d, there was no Difafter of 
pen’d in the whole Year. 
a Houle in a Place call’d Sway- 


anger of the In- 
hey went into, 
e Perfons or the 
it was that ex- 
id two or three 
re prefently ex- 
that kind hap- 


They told us a Story of 
Aiey, paffing trom 


Gofwell-fireet near the End of Oldfivect into St. Feha- 
fiveet, thata Family was infeéed there, info terri- 
ble a Manner that every one of the Houfe died ; the 
la{t Perfon lay dead on the Floor, and asit is fuppofed, 
had laid her felf al} along to die juft before the Fire ; 


* 


the Fire, it feems had fallen from its 


Place, being of 


Wood, and had taken hold of the Boards and the Joifts 
they lay on, and burnt as far as jult to the Body, but 
had not taken hold of the dead Body, tho’ fhe had lit- 
tle more than her Shift on, and had gone out of itfelf, 


not hurting the Reft of the Houfe 
flight Timber Houfe. 


do not determine, 


, tho’ it wasa 


How true this might be, I 
but the City being to fufter fe- 


verely the next Year by Fire, this Year it felt very 


little of thar Calamity, 


Indeed confidering the Deliriums, which the Ago- 
ny, threw People into, and how I have mention’d in 
their Madnefs, when they were alone, they did ma- 
ny defperate Things ; it was very ftrange there were 


no more Difafters of that kind. 


It has been frequently ask’d me, and I cannot fay, 
that I ever knew how to give a dire@ Anf{wer to it, 
How it came to pafs that fo many infedted People 
appear’d abroad in the Streets, at the fametime that 
the Houfes which were infe@ed were vigilantly 
fearched,and all of them fhut up and guarded as they 


were, 


I confefs, I know not what An{wer to give to this, 
unlefs it be this, that in fo great and populous a City 
as this is, it was impoffible to difcover every Houte 


that 
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that was infected as foon as it was fo, or to fhut up 
all the Houfes that were infected : fo that People 
had the ha: of going about the Streets, even 
where they pleafed, unlefs. they were.kknown to be- 
long co fuch eae fach infected Hotifes. 

It is true, that as feveral Phyficians told my Lord 
hile Fury of the Contagion was fuch at fome 
particular ‘Times, and People ficken’d fo faft, and 
died {fo foon, that it was impoffible and indeed to no 
purpofe to go about to enquire who was fick and who 
was well, or to fhut them up wich fuch Exactne!s, 
as the thing required ; almoft every Houle in a whole 
Street being intected, and in many Piaces every Per- 
fon infome of the Houfes; and that which was ftill 
worfe, by the time that the Houfes were known to 
be infected, moft of the Perions infe&ed would be 
{tone dead, and the reft run away for Fear of be- 
ing fhut up ; fo that it was to very {mall Purpofe, to 
cali them infected Houfes and fhut them up; the 
Infection having ravaged, and taken its Leave of the 
Houfe. betore it was “really known, that the Family 
Was any way touch’d. 

This might be fufficient to convince any reafon- 
able Perfon, that as it was not in the Power of the 
Magiftrates, or of any humane Methods or Policy, 
to prevent the {preading the Infection ; ee. es this 
way of fhutting up of Houies was perfe@ly infuffi- 
cient for that Raed Indeed it feemed to ay ave oe nan- 
ner of publick Good in it, equal or proportienable 
to the gricvous Burthen that ic was to the particular 
Fomilies that were fo fhut up; and as far as I was 
employed by the publick indi reting that Severity, 
I frequently found occafion to fee, that it was inca- 
pable of anfwering the End. Hh Bixample as | 
was defired as a Vifitor or Ex xaminer to enquire 
into the Particulars of feveral Families which were 
infeéted, we fcarce came to any Houfe where 
the Plague had vifibly ee ‘d in the Family, but 
that fome of the Basail ly were Fled and gone; the 
Magi- 
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Magiftrates would refent this, and charge the Exa- 
miners with being remifs in their Examination or 
Infpection: But by that means Houfes were long in- 
fected before it was known. Now, as I was in this 
dangerous Office but half the appointed time, which 
was two Months, it was long enough to inform 
lee if, that we were no way capable of coming at 

e Knowledge of the true ftate of any Family, but 
. en quiring at the Door, or of the Neighbours ; as 
for going into every Houfe to fearch, thar was a part, 
no Authority woud cffer to impofe on the Inhabi- 
tants, or any Citizen wou’d undertake, for it woud 
ha’ been expofing us to certain Infection and Death, 
and to the Ruine of our own Families as well as of 
ourfelves, nor wou’d any Citizen of Probity, and 

t cou rab be depended upon, have ftaid in the Town, 
it they had been made liable to fuch a Severity. 

Se Baine then that we cou’d come at the certainty 
of Things by no Method but that of Enquiry of the 
Neighbo ours, or of the Family, and on that we cou'd 
no t juftly depend, it was not poflible, but that the 
ena of this Ma atter woud remain as above. 

It is true, Matters of Families were bound by the 


4 
Ting 
tlic 


Order, ‘to: give Notice to the Examiner of the Place 
wherein he | liv’d, within two Hours after he fhou‘d 
difcover it, of any Perfon being fick in his Houfe, 


that is to fay, having Signs of the InfeGtion, but they 
found fo many ways to evade this, and excufe their 
We gligence, that they feldom gave that Notice, till 
they had taken Meafuresto have every one Efcape out 
of the Houfe, who had a mind to Efcape, whether 
they were Sick or Sound; and while this was fo, it 

1s eafie to fee, that the fhutting up of Houfes was 
no way to be depended upon,as a fufficient brie 
for putting a ftop to the Infeétion, becaufe, as I hay 
faid elfewhere, many of thofe that fo went out i 
thofe infeéted Houfes, had the Plague really upon 
them, tho’ they might really think themfelves Sound : 


And irae of chefes were the People that walk ’d the 
Streets 
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Streets till they fell down Dead, not that they were 
fuddenly ftruck with the Diftemper, as with a 
Bullet that kil?d with the Stroke, but that they 
pealy had the Infection in their Blood long before, 
only, that, as it prey'dfecretly on the Vitals, it ap- 
pear’d not till it feiz'd the Heart with a mortal Pow- 
er, and the Patient died ina Moment, as with a fud- 
den neue or an Apoplectick Fit. 

I know that fome,even of our Phyficians, thought, 
for a time, that thofe People that fo died in the 
Streets, were feiz’d but that Moment they fell, as if 
they had been touch’d by a Stroke from Heaven, as 
Menare kill’d by a flafh of Lightning; but they found 
Reafon to alter their Opinion afterward ; for upon 
examining the Bodies ot fuch after they were Dead, 
they always either had Tokens aps them, or other 
evident Proofs of the Diftemper having been Jonger 
upon them, than they had otherwife expected. 

This often was the Reafon that, as I have faid, 
we, that were Examiners, were not able to come at 
the Knowledge of the Infection being enter’d: into 
a Houle, till it was too late to fhut it up ; and fome- 
times not till the People that were left, were all Dead. 
In Petticoat-Lane two Houfes together were infected, 
and feveral Peopl e fick ; but tl the D: {temper was fo 
well conceal’d, the Examiner, who was my Neigh- 
bour, got no Knowledge of it, till Notice was fent 
him that the People were all Dead, and that the 
Carts fhould call there to fetch them away. The 
two Heads of the Families concerted their Meafures, 
and fo order’d their Matters, as that when the Ex- 
aminer was in the Neighbourhood, they appeared 
generally one at atime, and an{wered, that is, lied 
for one another, or got fome of the Neighbourhood 
to fay they were all in Health, and perhaps knew no 
better, till Death malting | it impoffible to keep it any 
longer as a Secret, the dead-Carts were call’d in 
the. Night, the Houfes to both, and fo it became 
O publick: 


194 MEMOIRS of 


publick: But when the Examiner order’d the Con~ 
fiable to fhut up the Houfes, there was no Body left 
in them but three People,two in one Houfe, and one 
in the other juft dying, and a Nurfe in each Houfe, 
who acknowiedg’d that they had buried five before, 
that the Houfes had been inie&ted nine or ten 
Days, and that for all the reft of the two Families, 
which were many, they were gone, fome fick, ome 
well, or whether fick or well could not be known. 
Inlike manner, at another Houfe in the fame 
Lane, a Man having his Family infected, but very 
unwilling to be fhut up, when he ,could conceal it 
no longer, fhut up himfelf; that is to fay, he fet the 
great red Crofs upon his Door with the words Lorp 
mave Mercy vron us; and fo deluded the Exami- 
ner, who fuppos’d it had been done by the Conftable, 
by Order of the other Examiner, for there were two 


Examiners to every Diftri@ or Precin& ; by this 


means he had free egrefs and regrefs into his Houfe 
again, and out of it, as he pleas’d notwithftanding it 
wasinfeGed ;till at length his Stratagem was found 
out, and then he, with the found part of his Servants 
and Family, made off and efcaped ; fo they were not 
fhut up at all. | 

Thefe things made it very hard, if not impofiible, 
as I bave faid, to prevent the {preading of an Infec- 
tion by the fhutting up of Houfes, unlefs the Peo- 
ple would think the fhutting up of their Houfes no 
Grievance, and be fo willing to have it done, as 
that they wou'd give Notice duly and faithfully to 


the Mapiftrates of their being infected, as foon as it. 


was known by themfelves : But as that can not be 
expecied from them, and the Examiners can not 
be fuppoied, as above, to go into their Houfes to 
vifit and and fearch, all the good of fhurting up Hou- 
fes, vill be defeaved, and few Houfes will be fhut up 
in time, except thofe of the Poor, who can not con- 
of fome People who will be difcover’d by 


ceal it, and. 
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the Terror and Confternation which the Thing 
put them into. . 

I got myfelf difcharg’d of the dangerous Office I 
was in, as foon asI cou’d get another admitted, who 
I had obtain’d for a little Mony to accept of it; and 
fo, inftead of ferving the two Months, which was di- 
rected, I was not above three Weeks in it; and a 
great while too, confidering it was in the Month of 
Augufi, at which time the Diftemper began to rage 
with great Violence at our end of the Town. 

In the execution of this Oftice, I cou’d not refrain 
fpeaking my Opinion among my Neighbours, as to 
this {hutting up the People in their Houfes3 in which 
we faw molt evidently the Severities that'were ufed 
tho grievius in themfelves, had alfo this particular Ob- 
jection againit them, namely, that they did not an- 
{wer the End, as I have faid, but that the diflemper’d 
People went Day by Day about the Streets; and it 
Was our united Opinion, that a Method to have re- 
moved the Sound from the Sick in Cafe of a parti- 
cular Houfe being vifited, wou’d ha’ been much 
more reafonable on many Accounts, leaving no Body 
with the fick Perfons, but fuch as fhou’d on fuch 
Occafion requeft to ftay and declare themfelves con* 
tent to be fhut up with them. 

_ Our Scheme for removing thofe that were Sound 

from thofe that were Sick, was only in fuch Houfes 
as were infected, and confining the fick was no Con- 
finement ; thofe that cou’d not ftir, wou’d not coms 
plain, while they were intheir Senfes, and while they 
had the Power of judging: Indeed, when they came 
to be Dilirious and Light-headed, then they wou’d 
cry outof the Cruelty of being confin’d ; but for the 
removal of thofe that were well, we thought it high- 
ly reafonable and juft, for their own fakes, they 
fhou’d be remov’d from the Sick, and that, for other 
People’s Safety; they fhou’d keep tetir’d fora while, 
2 td 
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to fee that they were found, and might not infect 
others; and we thought twenty or thirty Days enough 
for this. 

Now certainly, if Houfes had been provided on 
purpofe for thofe that were found to perform this de- 
my Quarantine in, they wou’d have much lefs Rea- 
fon to think themfelves injur’d in fuch a reftraint, 
than in being confin’d with infected People, in the 
Houfes where they liv’d. 

It is here, however, to be obferv’d, that after the 
Funerals became fo many, that People could not 
Toli the Bell, Mourn, or Weep, or wear’ Black for 
one another, as they did befcre ; no, nor fo much as 
make Coffins for thofe that died; fo after a while the 
fury of the Infection appeared to be fo encreafed, 
that in fhort, they fhut up noHoufes at all 3 it feem’d 
enough that all the Remedies of that Kind had been 
ufed till they were found fruitlefs, and that the 
Plague {pread itfelf with an irrefiftible Fury, fo that, 
as the Fire the fucceeding Year, fpread itfelf and 
burnt with fuch Violence, that the Citizens in 
Defpair, gave over their Endeavours to extinguifh 
it, fo in the Plague, it came at laft to fuch Violence 
that the People fat {till looking at one another, and 
feem’d quite’ abandon’d to Defpair ; whole Streets 
feem’d to be defolated, and not to be’fhut up only, 
but to be emptied of their Inhabitants ; Doors were 
left open, Windows ftood fhattering with the Wind in 
empty Houfes, for want of People to fhut them : In 
a Word, People began to give up themfelves to their - 
Fears, and to think that all regulations and Methods 
were in vain, and that there was nothing to be ho- 
ped for, but an univerfal Defolation ; and it was e- 
ven in the height of this general Defpair, that it 
pleafed God to ftay his Hand, and to flacken the 
Fury. of the Contagion, in fuch a manner, as was e- 
ven furprizing like its beginning, and demonftrated _ 
it to be his own particular Hand, and that above, if 
not 
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not without the Agency of Means, as I fhall take 
Notice of in its proper Place. 

But I muft {till fpeak of the Plague as in its height, 
raging even to Defolation, and the People under 
the moft dreadful Confternation, even, as [have faid, 
to Defpair. It is hardly credible to what Excefles 
the Paffions of Men carry’d them in this Extremity 
of the Diftemper ; and this Part, I think, was as 
moving asthe reft; What cou’d affect a Man in his 
full Power of Refle@ion; and what could make 
deeper Impreffions on the Soul, than to fee a Man 
almoft Naked and got out of his Houfe, or perhaps 
out of his Bed into the Street, come out of - Harrow- 
Alley, a populous Conjunétion or Collection of Al- 
leys, Courts, and Paflages, in the Butcher-row 
in Whitechappel? 1 fay, What could be more Af- 
fecting, than to fee this poor Man come out into the 
open Street, run Dancing and Singing, and making 
a thoufand antick Geftures, with five or fix Women 
and Children running after him, crying, and calling 
upon him, for the Lord’s fake to come back, and en- 
treating the help of others to bring him back, but 
all in vain, no Body daring to lay a Hand upon him, 
or to come near him. 

This was a moft grievous and afflicting thing to 
me, who {@evit all from my own Windows ; for all 
this while, the poor afflided Man, was, as I obferv'd 
it, even then in the urmoft Agony of Pain, having, 
as they faid, two Swellings upon him, which cou’d 
not be brought to break, or to fuppurate ; but by 
laying ftrong Caufticks on them, the Surgeons had, it 
feems,hopes to break them,whichCautticks were then 
upon him, burning his Flefh as with a hot Iron: I 
cannot fay what became of this poor Man, but I 
think he continu’d roving about in that manner till 
he fell down and Died. 

No wonder the Afpeét of the City itfelf was fright- 
ful, the ufual concourfe of People in the Streets, 
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and which ufed to be fupplied from our end of the 
‘Town, was abated; the Exchange was not kept fhut 
indeed, but it was no more frequented ; the Fires 
were loft; they had been almoft extinguifhed for 
fume Days by/a very {mart and hafty Rain: But 
that was not all, fome of the Phyficians infifted that 
they were not only no Senefit, but injurious to the 
Health of People: This they made a loud Clamour 
about, and complain’d to the Lord Mayor about it: 
On the other Hand, others of the fame Faculty, 
and Eminent too, oppos’d them, and gave their 
Reafons why the Fires were and muft be ufeful to 
afiwage the Violence of the Diftemper. I cannot 
give a full Account: of their Arguments on both 
Sides, only this I remember, that they cavil’d very 
much with one another; fome were tor Fires, but - 
that they muft be made of Wood and not Coal, 
and of particular forts of Wood too, fuch as Fir in 
particular, or Cedar, becaufe of the {trong effluvia 
of Turpentine; Others were for Coal and not Wood, 
becaufe of the Sulphur and Bitumen ; and others 
were for neither one or other. Upon the whoie, 
the Lord Mayor ordered no more Fires, and ef{pe- 
cially on thisAccount,namely, that the Plague was fo 
fierce that they faw evidently it defied all Means and 
rather feemed to encreafe than decreafe upon any 
application to check and abate it; and yet this 
Amazement of the Magiftrates, proceeded rather 
from want of being able to apply any Means fuc- 
cefsfully, than from any unwillingnefs either to ex- 
pofe themfelves, or undertake the Care and Weight 
of Bufinefs; for, to do them Jultice, they neither 
{pared their Pains or their Perfons ; but nothing 
anfwer’d, the Infection rag’d, and the People were 
now frighted and terrified to the laft Degree, fo 
that, as I may fay, they gave themfelves up, and, as 
I mention’d above, abandon’d themfelves to their 
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But let me obferve here, that when I fay the Peo- 
ple abandon’d themfelves to Defpair, I do not mean 
to what Men call a religious Defpair, or a Defpair 
of their eternal State, but I mean a Defpair of their 
being able to efcape the InfeCtion, or to out-live the 
Plague, which they faw was fo raging and fo irre- 
fiftible in its Force, that indeed few People that 
were touch’d with it in its height about Auguft, and 
September, efcap’d : And, which Is very particular, con- 
trary to its ordinary Operation in Fune and Fuly, 
and the beginning of Auguft, when, as I have ob- 
ferv’'d many were infe&ted, and continued fo many 
Days, and then went off, after having had the Pot- 
fon in their Blood a long time ; but now on the con- 
trary, moft of the People who were taken during 
the two laft Weeks in Auguff, and in the three 
firt Weeks in September, generally died in two 
or three Days at fartheft, and many the very 
fame Day they were taken ; Whether the Dog-days; 
or as our Aftrologers pretended to exprefs them- 
{elves, thé Influence of the Dog-Star had that ma- 
lignant . Effeé ; or all thofe who had the feeds of 
Infe&ion before in them, brought it up to a ma- 
turity at that time altogether I know not ; but this 
was the time when it was reported, that above 
3000 People died in one Night; and they that 
wou'd have us believe they more critically obferv'd 
it, pretend to fay, that they all died within the fpace 
of two Hours, (viz-) Between the Hours of One 
and three in the Morning. 

As to the Suddennefs of People’s dying at this ime 
more than before, there were innumerable Inftances 
of it, andI could name feveral in my Neétghbour- 
hood ; one Family without the Barrs, ‘and not far 
from me, were all feemingly well on the Monday, 
being Ten in Family, that Evening one Maid and 
one Apprentice were taken ill, and dy'd the next Mor- 
ning, when the other Apprentice and two Children 

were 
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were touch’d, whereof one dy’d the fame Evening, 
and the other two on Wednefday: In a Word, by 
Saturday at Noon, the Mafter, Miftrefs, four Chil- 
dren and four Servants were all gone, and the Houfe 
left entirely empty, except an ancient Woman, who 
came in to take Charge of the Goods for the Mafter 
of the Family’s Brother, who liv’d not far off, and 


who had not been fick. 


Many Houfes were then left defolate, all the Peo- 
ple being carry’d away dead, and efpecially in an 
Alley farther, on the fame Side beyond the Barrs, 
going in at the Sign of Mofes and Aarou, there were 
feveral Houfes together,which (they faid)had not one 
Perfon left alive in them, and fome that dy’d laftin 
feveral of thofe Houfes, were left a little too long be- 
fore they were fetch’d out to be bury’d; the Reafon 
of which was not as fome have written very untruly, ° 
that the living were not fufficient to bury the dead; 
but thar the Mortality was fo great in the Yard or 
Alley, that there was no Body left to give Notice to 
the Buriers or Sextons, that there were any dead Bo- 
dies there to be bury’d. It was faid,how true I know 
not, that fome of thofe Bodies were fo much corrup- 
red, and forotten, that it was with Difficulty they 
were carry d; and as the Carts could not come any 
nearer than to the Alley-Gate in the high Street, it 
was fo much the more difficult to bring them along ; 
t certain how many Bodies were then 
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As have mention’d how the People were brought 
into a Condition to defpair of Life and abandon 
themfelves, fo this very Thing had a ftrange Effect 
among us for three or four Weeks, that is, it made 
them bold and venturous, they were no more fhy of 
one another, or, reftrained within Doors, but went 
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here and every where, and began to converfe; 


one would fay toanother, I donot ask you how you 


are, or fay how Lam, it is certain we fhall all g 
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fy *tis no Matter who is fick or who is found, and fo 
they run defperately into any Place or any Company. 

As it brought the People into publick Company, 
fo it was furprizing how it brought them to crowd 
into the Churches, they inquir’d no more into who 
they fatnearto,or far from, what offenfive Smells they 
met with, or what condition thePeople feemed to be 
in, but looking upon themfelves alias fo many dead 
Corpfes, they came to the Churches without the leaft 
Caution, and crowded together, as if their Lives 
were of no Confequence, compar’d to the Work 
which they came about there : Indeed, the Zeal 
which they fhew’d in Coming, and the Earneftnefs 
and Affection they fhew’d in their Attention to what 
they heard, made it manifeft what a Value People 
would all put upon the Worfhip of God, if they 
thought every Day they attended at the Church 
that it would be their Laft. 

Nor was it without other ftrange Effects, for it 
took away all Manner of Prejudice at, or Scruple a- 
bout the Perfon who they found in the Pulpit when 
they came to the Churches. It cannot be doubted, 
but that many of the Minifters of the Parifh-Chur- 
ches were cut off among others in fo common and 
fo dreadfula Calamity; and others had not Courage 
enough to ftand it, but removed into the Country 
as they found Means for Efcape, as then fome Pa- 
rifheChurches were quite vacant and forfaken, the 
People made no Scruple of defiring fuch Diffenters 
as had been a few Years before depriv’d of their Li- 
vings, by Virtue of the Ac of Parliament call’¢, 
The A& of Uniformity to preach in the Churches, nor 
did the Church Minifters in that Cafe make any 
Difficulty of accepting their Affiftance, fo that ma- 
_ny of thofe who they called filenced Minifters, had 
their Mouths open’d on this Occafion, and preach’d 
publickly to the People. 
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Here we may obferve, and I hope it will not be 
amfs to take notice of it, thata near View of Death 
would foon reconcile Men of good Principles 
one to another, and that it is chiefly owing to our 
eafy Scituation in Life, and our putting thefe Things 
far from us, that our Breaches are fomented, ill 
Blood continued, Prejudices, Breach of Charity and 
of Chriftian Union fo much kept and fo far car- 
ry’d on among us, as it is: Another Plague Year 
would reconcile all thefe Differences, a clofe con- 
verfing with Death, or with Difeafes that threaten 
Death, would fcum off the Gall from our Tem- 
pers, remove the Animofities among-us, and 
bring us to fee with differing Eyes, than thofe 
which we look’d on Things with before ; as 
the People who had been ufed to join with the 
Church, were reconcil’d at this Time, with the 
admitting the Diflenters to preach to them : 
So the Diffenters, who with an uncommon Preju- 
dice, had broken off from the Communion of the 
Church of England, were now content to come to 
their Parifh-Churches, and to conform to the Wor-. 
fhip which they did not approve of before; but as 
the Terror of the Infection abated, thofe Things 
al] returned again to their lefs defirable Channel, 
and to the Courfe they were in before. 

1 mention this but hiftorically, I have no mind 
to enter into Arguments to move either, or both 
Sides to a more charitable Compliance one with a- 
nother ; I do not fee that it is probable fuch a Dif- 
courfe would be either fuirabie or fuccefsful ; the 
Rreaches feem rather to widen, and tend to a wi- 
dening farther, than toclofing, and who am I that 
I fhould think myfelf able to influence either one 
Side or other ? But this I may repeat again, that 
’tis evident Death will reconcile us all; on the o- 
ther Side the Grave we fhall be all Brethren again : 
In Heaven, whether, I hope we may come from all 
Parties 
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Parties and Perfwafions, we fhall find neither Pre- 
judice or Scruple ; there we fhall be of one Principle 
and of one Opinion, why we cannot be content to 
go Hand in Hand to the Place where we fhall join 
Heart and Hand without the leaft Hefitation, and 
with the moft compleat Harmony and Affection ; I 
fay, why we cannot do fo here I can fay nothing to, 
neither fhall | fay any thing more of it, but that it 
remains to be lamented. 

I could dwell a great while upon the Calamities 
of this dreadful time, and go on to defcribe the 
Objects that appear’d among us every Day, the 
dreadful Extravagancies which the Diftraétion of 
fick People drove them into, how the Streets be- 
gan now to be fuller of frightful Objects, and Fa- 
milies to be made even a Terror to themfelves : 
But after I have told you, as I have above, that 
One Man being tyed in his Bed, and finding no 
other Way to deliver himfelf, fet the Bed on fire 
with his Candle, which unhappily ftood within his 
reach, and Burnt himfelf in his Bed. And how 
another, by the infufferable Torment he bore, 
daunced and fung naked in the Streets, not know- 
ing one Extafie from another, I fay, after I have 
mention’d thefe Things, What can be added more ? 
What can be faid to reprefent the Mifery of thefe 
Times, more lively to the Reader, or to give him 
a more perfect Idea of a complicated Diftrefs ? 

I muft acknowledge that this time was Terri- 
ble, thatl was fometimes at the End of all my Re- 
folutions, and that! had noe the Courage that I had 
at the Beginning. As the Extremity brought other 
People abroad, it drove me Home, and except, 
having made my Voyage down to Blackwal/ and 
Greenwich, as 1 have related, which was an Excur- 
fion, I kept afterwards very much within Doors, 
as [had for about a Fortnight before; [ have faid 
already, that I repented feveral times that I had 
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venturd to flay in Town, and-had not gone away 
with my Brother, and his Family, . but it was too 
iate for that now ; and after [had retreated and ftay’d 
within Doors a good while, before my Impatience 
led me Abroad, than they call’d.me, as I have faid, 
to an ugly and dangerous Office, which brought 
me out again ; but as that was‘expird, while the 
hight of the Diftemper lafted, I retir’d again, and con- 
tinued clofe ten or twelve Days more, During 
which many difmal Spectacles reprefented them- 
felves inmy View, out of my own Windows, and 
in our own Street, as chat perticularly from Har- 
vew- Alley, of the poor outrageous Creature which 
danced and fung in his Agony, and many others 
there were : Scarfe a Day or Night pafs’d over, but 
fome difmal Thing or other happened at the End 
of that Harrow- Alley, which wasa Place full of poor 
People, moft of them belonging to the Butchers, or 
to Employmenrs depending upon the Butchery. 
Sometimes Heaps and Throngs of People would 
burt our of that Alley, moft of them Women, 
making a dreadful Clamour, mixt or Compound- 
ed of Skreetches, Ctyings and Calling one another, 
that we could not conceive what to make of it 5 
aimoft all the dead Part of the Night the dead 
Cart ftood at the End of that Alley, for if it went 
in it could not well turn again, and could go in 
but a little Way. There, I fay, it ftood to receive 
dead Bodys, and as the Church-Yard was but a 
little Way off, if ic went away full it would foon 
be back again : It is impoffible to defcribe the moft 
horrible Cries and Noife the poor People would 
male at their bringing the dead Bodies of their 
Children and Friends out to the Cart, and by the 
Number one would have théught, there had been 
none lett behind, or that theré were. People enough 
for a {mull City liveing in thofe Places : ~ Several 
times they cryed Murther, fometimes Fire ; but 
it 
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it was efie to perceive it was all Diflraction, and 
the Complaints of Diftrefs’d and diftemper’d Peo- 
ple. 

I believe it was every where thus at that time,for 
the Plague rag’d for fix or feven Weeks beyond all 
that I] have exprefs’d ; and came even to fuch a 
height, that in the Extremity, they began to break 
into that excellent Order, of which I have fpoken 
fo much, in behalf of the Magilftrates, namely, 
that no dead Bodies were feen in the. Streets or 
Burials in the Day-time, for there was a Neceflity, 
in thisExtremety, to bear with its being otherwife, 
for a little while. 

One thing | .cannot omit here, and indeed J 
thought it was extraordinary, at leaft, it feemed a 
remarkable Hand of Divine Juftice, (viz) That 
all the Prediftors, Aftrologers, Fortune-tellers, 
and what they call’d cunning-Men, Conjurers, and 
the like; calculators of Nativities, and dreamers 
ot Dreams, and fuch People, were gone and va- 
nifh’d, notone of them was to be found: I am, 
verily, perf{waded that a great Number of them fell 
in the heat of the Calamity, having ventured to 
ftay upon the Frofpect of getting preat Eftates; 
and indeed their Gain was but too great fora time 
through the Madnefs and Folly of the People; but 
now they were filent, many of them went to their 
long Home, not able to foretel their own Fate, or 
to calculate their own Nativities; fome have been 
critical enough to fay, that every one of them dy’d; 
I dare not affirm that; but this I muft own, that 
I never heard of one of them that ever appear’d 
after the Calamity was over. 

But to return to my particular Obfervations, 
during this dreadful part of the Vifitation: I am 
now come, as I have faid, to the Month of Sep- 
tember, which was the moft dreadful of its kind, 1 
believe, that ever London faw; for by all the Ac- 

3 counts 
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counts which I have feen of the preceding Vifita- 
tions which have been in London, nothing has been 
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like it ; the Number in the Weekly Bill amount- 
ing to almoft 40,000 from the 22d of Auguft, to 
the 26th of September, being but five Weeks, the 
particulars of the Bills are as follows, (viz. ) 

From Auguft the 22d to the 29th 7496 

To the 7th of September w———— 8252 


To the 12th — «= + 7690 
To the 19th —-—-_- —__- -.- 8207 
To the 26th ——~ 64.60 

38195 


This wasa prodigious Number of itfelf, but if 
I fhould add the Reafons which I have to believe 
that this Account was deficient, and how deficient 
it was, you would with me, make no Scruple to be- 
lieve that there died above tenThoufand a Week for 
all thofe Weeks, one Week with another, and a 
proportion for feveral Weeks both before and af- 
ter: The Confufion among the People, efpecially 
within the Cityat that time, was inexpreflible ; the 
Terror was fo great at laft, that the Courageof the 
People appointed to carry away the Dead, began 
to fail them ; nay, feveral of them died altho’ they 
had the Diftemper before, and were recover’d; 
and fome of them drop’d down when they have 
been carrying the Bodies even at the Pitfide, and 
juft ready to throw them in; and this Confufion 
was greater in thé City, becaufe they had flat- 
ter’d themfelves with Hopes of efcaping: And 
thought the bitternefs of Death was paft: One 
Cart they told us, going up Shoreditch, was for- 
faken of the Drivers, or being left to one Man to 
drive, he died in the Street, and the Horfes going 
on, overthrew the Cart, and left the Bodies, fome 
thrown out here,fome there, in a difma]l manner ; 
Another Cart was it feems found in the great 

| | if 
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Pit in Finsbury Fields, the Driver being Dead, or 
having been gone and abandon’d it, and the Horfes 
running too near it, the Cart fell in and drew the’ 
Horfes in alfo: It was fuggefted that the Driver 
was thrown in with it, and that the Cart fell up- 
on him, by Reafon his Whip was feen to be in 
the Pit among the Bodies; but that, I fuppofe, 
cou’d not be certain. 

In our Parifh of Aldgate, the dead-Carts 
were feveral times, as | have heard, found ftand- 
ing at the Chorch-yard Gate, full of dead Bodies, 
but neither Bell man or Driver, or any one elfe 
with it; neither in thefe, or many other Cafes, did 
they know what Bodies they had in their Cart, for 
fometimes they were let down with Ropes out of 
Balconies and out of Windows; ard fometimes 
the Bearers brought them to the Cart, fometimes 
other People; nor, as the Afen themfelves faid, did 
they trouble themfelves to keep any Account of 
the Numbers. 

The Vigilance of the Magiftrate was now put 
to the utmoft Trial, and it muft be confefs'd, can 
never be enough acknowledg’d on this Occafion 
alfo, whatever Expence or Trouble they were at, 
two Things were hever neglected in the City or 
Suburbs either. , 

1. Provifions were always to be had in full Plenty, 
and the Price not. much rals’d neither, hardly 
worth fpeaking. 

2. No dead Bodies lay unburied or uncovered ; 
and if one walk’d from one end of the City to ano- 
ther,no Funeral or fign of it wasto be feen in the 
Day-time, except a little, as I have faid above, in 
the three firft Weeks in September. 

This laft Article perhaps will hardly be believ’d, 
when fome Accounts which others have publithed 
fince that fhall be feen, wherein they fay, that the 
Dead lay unburied, which | am aflured was utterly 
falle ; 
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falfe; at leaft, ifit had been any where fo, it muft 
ha’ been in Houfes where the Living were gone 
from the Dead, having found means, as 1 have ob- 
ferved, to Efcape, and where no Notice was gi-« 
ven to the Officers: All which amounts to nothing 


at all inthe Cafe in Hand ; for this I am pofitive © 


in, having myfelf been employd a little in the Di- 
reétion of that part in the Parifh in which I liv’d, 


-and where as great a WDefolation was made 


in proportion to the Number of Inhabitants as 
was any where. I fay, Iam fure that there were 
no dead Bodies remain’d unburied ; that is to fay, 
none that the proper Officers knew of ; none for 
want of People to carry them off, and Buriers to 
put them into the Ground and cover them ; and 
this is fufficient to the Argument ; for what might 


lie in Houfes and Holes as in A4ofes and Aaron Ally is _ 


nothing ; for it is moft certain, they were buried as 
foon as they were found. As to the firft Article, 
namely, of Provifions, the {carcity or dearnefs, tho’I 
have mention’d it before, and fhall fpeak of it a- 
gain; yet I muft obferve here, 


(1.) The Price of Bread in particular was not 


much raifed; for in the beginning of the Year (wz.) 


In the firft Week in Afarch, the Penny Wheaten 
Loaf was ten Ounces and a half; and in the height 
of the Contagion, it was to be had at nine Oun- 
ces and an half, and never dearer, no not all that 
Seafon: And about the beginning of November it 
was fold ten Ounces and a half again ; the like of 
which, I believe, was never heard of in any City, 
under fo dreadful a Vifitation before. 


(2.): Nei- 


r 
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(2.) Neither was there (which I wondred much at) 
any want of Bakers or Ovens kept open to fupply 
the,People with Bread; but this:was indeed alledo’d- 
by fome Families, o7z. That their Maid-Servants go~ 
ing to the Bake-houfes with their Dough to be 
baked, which was then the Cuftom, fometimes came 
Home with the Sicknefs, that is to fay, the Plague 
upon them. 

In all this dreadful Vifitation, there were, as [ 
have faid before, but two Peft-houfes made ule of, 
viz. One in the Fields beyond Old-Street, and one in 
Wefiminfier; neither was there any Compulfionus’d 
in carrying People thither: Indeed there’ was no 
need of Compulfion in the Cafe, for there were 
Thoufands of poor diftreffed People, who having no 
Help, or Conveniences, or Supplies but of Cha- 
rity, would have been very glad to have been carryed 
thither, and been taken Care of, which indeed was 
the only thing that, I think, was wanting inthe whole 
publick Management of the City ; feeing no Body 
was here allow’d to be brought to the Peft-houfe, 
but where Money was given, or Security for Money, 
either at their introducing, or upon their being 
cur’d and fent out; for very many werefent out again 
whole, and very good Phyficians were appointed to 
thote Places, fo that many People did very well there, 
of which | fhall make Mention again. The prin- 
cipal Sort of People fent thither were, as I have faid, 
Servants, who got the Diftemper by going of Er- 
rands to fetch Neceffaries to the Families where they 
livd; and who in that Cafe, if they came Home 
fick, were remov’d to preferve the reft of the Houfe; 
and they were fo well look’d after there in all the 
time of the Vifitation, that there was but 156 bur- 
ried in all at the London Peft-houfe, and 159 at 
that of Weftminfter. 

By having more Peft-houfes, Iam far from mean- 
ing.a forcing all People into fuchPlaces, Had the 
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fhutting up of ak ifes been omitted, and the Sick 
flsieal out of their Dwellings to Peft- houfes, as 
fome propofed it pane at that time-as well as fince, 
it would certainly have been much worle than it wass 
the very removing the Sick, would have beena fpread- 
ing of the Infection, and the rather becaufe that re- 
moving could not e! frectually clear the Houfe, where 
the fick Perfon was, of the Diftemper, and the reft 
of the Family being then left at Liberty would cer- 
tainly {pread it among others. 

The Methods alfo in private Families, which would 
have been univerfally ufed to have concealed the 
Dittemper, and to have conceal’d the Perfons being 
fsck, would have been fuch, that the Diftemper 
would fometimes have {ciz’d a whole Family before 
any Vifitors or Examiners could have knownof it : 
On the other hand, the prodigious Numbers which 
would have been fick ata time,would have exceeded all 

the Capacity of publick Peft- houtes to receive them, 
or of ’ publick Officers to difcover and remove them. 

This was well confidered in thofe Davs, and I 
have heard them talk of it often: The Magiftrates 
had enough to do to bring People to fubmitto hav- 
ing their Houfes fhat Up, “and many Ways they de- 
ceived the Watchmen, and got out, as T have ob- 
alee > But that ena imade it apparent, that 
the would have found it impracticable to have gone 


? the ot her way to Work ; cir they could never have 


forced the fick People out of their Beds and out of 
their r Dw base oe it His not have been my Lord 
Mayor’ s Officers, ut an Army of Officers that muft 
have steele and the People, onthe other hand, 

would have been enrag’d and detperate, and would 
have kill'd thofe that fhould have offered to have 
meddled with them or with their Children and Re- 
lations,. whatever had befallen them for it; fo’that 
they would have madethe People, who, as it was, 


were in the moft terrible Diltraction imaginable; 


fay 
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fay, they would have madethem ftark mad; where- 
as the Magill trates found it proper on feveral Ac- 
counts to treat them with Lenity and Comp affion, 
and not with Violence and Terror, {uch as dr: “BgINg 
the Sick out of their Houfes, or obli ging them to 
remove themfelves would have been. 
This leads me again to mention the Time, when 
the Plague firft began, that is to fay, when it be- 
came certain vant it would fpread over the whole 
Town, when, as I have faid, the better fort of 
People firft pales the Alarm, ‘and began to hurry 
GS ccaiblices out of Town: It was true, as U obferv’d 
in its Place, that the Throng was fo great, and the 
Coaches, Horles, W *gB0n s and Carts were fo many, 
GiNInE and dr ‘agg ng the ai to pharat 0K d 


es ‘d, gs fis cag te Bs snes s for the pa #8 
lating the Citiz ens, keeping good Order inahe Streets, 
and making every thing as cligible as poffible to 


all Sorts of People. 

In the firft Place, the Lord Mayor and the She 
riffs, the Court of Aldermen, anda certain Number 
of the Common Council-Men, or the i Deputies 

came toa Refolution and publifnied1 t, wz. ° a haniag 
“ would not quit the City themfelves, but that they 
* would be always at hand for ‘< e ine eferving good 
*¢ Order in every 7 er and for the doing Jultice on 
€¢ all Occafions ; alfo for the didteanine the 
*¢ publick Chatiey.t tothe Poor; and ina Word, for 
the doing the Duty, and difcharging the Trutt 
“s repos’ ’d in them by the Citizens to.the ytmott of 


*° their Po wer, 


Tn 
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In Purfuance of thefe Orders, the Lord Mayor, 
Sheriffs, €#c. held Councils every Day more or 
lefs, for making fuch Difpofitions as they found 
needtul for preferving the Civil Peace; and tho’ the 
ufed the People with all poffible Gentienefs and Cle- 
mency, yetall manner of prefumptuous Rogues, fuch 
as Thieves, Houfe-breakers, Plunderers of the Dead, 
or of the Sick, were duly punith’d, and feveral De- 
clarations were continually publifh’d by the Lord 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen againft fuch. 

Alfo all Conftables and Chureh-wardens were en- 
join’d to ftay in the City upon fevere Penalties, or 
to depute fuch able and fufficient Houfe-keepers, as 
the Deputy Aldermen, or Common Council-men of 
the Precinét {hould approve, and for whoni they 
fhould give Security ; and alfo Security in cafe of 
Mortality, that they would forthwith conftitute 
other Conttables- in their ftead. 3 

Thefe things re-eftablith’d the Minds of the People 
very much, efpecially in the firft of their Fright, 
when they talk’d of making fo univerfal a Flight, 
that the City would have been in Danger of being 
entirely deterted of its Inhabitants, except the Poor ; 
and the Country of being plunder’d and laid wafte 
by the Multitude. Nor were the Magiftrates de- 
ficient in performing their Part as boldly as they pro- 
mifed it; for my Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs were 
continually in the Streets, and at places of the greateft 
Danger ; and tho’ they did not care for having too 
greata Refort of People crouding about them, yet, 
in emergent Cafes, they never denyed the People Ac- 
ecfs to them, and heard with Patience all their 
Grievances and Complaints; my Lord Mayor had 
alow Gallery built on purpofe in his Hall, where 
he ftood a little remov’d from the Croud when any 
Complaint came to be heard, that he might appear 
with as much Safety as poffible. 

7 Likewife 
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Likewife the proper Officers, call’d my Lord 
Mayor’s Officers, conttantly attended in their Turns, 
as they were in waiting ; and if any of them were 
fick or infected, as {ome of them were, others were 
miftantly employed to fill up and officiate in their 
Places, till it was known whether the other fhould 
live or die. 

In like manner the Sheriffs and Aldermen did in 
their feveral Stations and: Wards, where they were 
placed by Office; ‘and the Sherifl’s Officers or Ser- 
geants were appointed to receive Orders from the 
re{peClive Aldermen in their Turn; fo that Juftice 
was executed in all Cafes without Interruption. In 
the next Place, it was one of their particular Cares, 
to fee the Orders for the Freedom of the Markets 
obferv’d ; and in this part either the Lord Mayor, or 
one or both of the Sheriffs, were every Market-day 
on Horfeback to fee their Orders executed, and to 
fee that the Country People had all poffible En- 
couragement and Freedom in their coming to the 
Markets, and going back again; and that no Nu- 
fances or frightful @bjects fhould be feen in the 
Streets to terrify them, or make them unwilling to 
come. Alfo the Bakers were taken under particular 
Order, and the Mafter of the Bakers Company 
was, with his Court of Affiftance, direéted to {ee 
the Order of my Lord Mayor for their Regulation put 
in Execution, and the due Affize of Bread, which 
was weekly appointed by my Lord Mayor, obferv’d, 
and allthe Bakers were oblig’d to keep their Ovens 
going conftantly, on pain of lofing the Privileges of 
a Freeman of the City of Lowdon. 

By this means, Bread was always to be had in 
Plenty, and as cheap as ufual, as 1 faid’ above; and 
Provifions were never wanting in the Markets, even 
to fuch aDegree, that I often wonder’d at it, and 
reproach’d my felf with being fo timorous and cau- 
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tious in ftitring abroad, when the Country People 
came freely an id boldly. to Market, as if there had 
been no manner of Infeétion in the City, . or Dan- 
ger of catching tt. ‘ 
It was indeed one admirable piece of Conduét in the 
faid Magittrates, that the Streets were kept conftant- 
ly clear, sand free from all manner of frightful Qb- 
jects, dead Bodies, or any fuch things as were inde- 
cent orunpleafant, unlefs where any Body fell down 
fuddenly or diedin the Streets, as 1 have faid above, 
and thefe were generally covered with fome Cloth 
or Blanket, or remov’d into the next Church-yard, 
ull Night: All the needful Works, that carried 
Terror with them, that were both dilmal and dan- 
gerous, were done in the Night; if any difeas’d 
Bodies were remov’d, or dead Bodies buried, or in- 
fected Cloths burnt, it was done in the Night; and 
all the Bo gies which» were thrown into the great 


Pits inthe feveral Church-yards, or burying Grounds, 
as bas been “obfer rv eo were fo remov’d in'the Night; 
and every thing was covered and clofedbefore Day 7 


) that in the Dates time there was not the leaft Sig- 
oe of the Calamity to be feen or heard of, except 
what was to be obferv’d fromthe Emptines of the 
and fometimes from the pafhionate Out- 
ries and Lamentations of the People, out at their 
Windows, and from the Numbers of Houfes and 
Shops {put up. 

Nor was the Silence and Emptinefs of the Streets 
fo poh, in the City as in the Out-parts, except juft 
atone particular ume, when,.as I have mention ‘d, an 
lage came Hall, « ie: {pread over all the City: It. 
was indeeda merciful Difpofition of God, thatas the 
Plapue began at one End of the Town firft, as has been 

gbfer dat las ree, {fo it proceeded prog reffively to other 
Barts » and “did. not eome.on this way or Eaft- 
ward, till it bad {pent its Fury inthe Weft part of 
the 
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the Town; and fo as it came on one way, it abat- 
ed another. For Example. 

It began at St. Giles’s and the Weftminfter End 
of the Town, and it was in its Height in all that 
part by about the Middle of Fuly, vz. in St. Giles 
in the Fields, St. Audrew’s Holborn, St. Clement-Danes, 
St. Martins in the Fields, and in Weflminfier: ‘The 
latter End of Fu/y it decreafed in thoft Parifhes, and 
coming Eaft, it encreafed prodigioufly in Cripple- 
gate, St. Sepulebers,St. Fa. Clarkenwell, and St. Brides, 
and Alderfeate; while it was in all thefe Parifhes, the 
City and all the Parifhes of the Southwark Side of 
the Water, and all Stepney, White-Chapel, - Aldgate, 
Wapping, and Ratcliff were very little touch’d; fo 
that People went about their Bufinels unconcern’d, 
carryed on their Trades, kept open their Shops, 
and converfed freely with one another in all the 
City, the Eaftand North-Eatt Suburbs, and in South- 
wark, almott as if the Plague had not been among us. 

Even when the North and North-weft Suburbs 
were fully infected, viz. Cripplegate, Clarkenwell, 
Bifbopfeate, and Shoreditch, yet full all the reft were 
tolerably well. For Example, 

From 2st Fuly to 1% dugu/t the Bill ftood thus 

of all Difeates ; 


St. Giles Cripplegate ——-—sf4 
St. Sepulchers —-——-— ——_————_2yF0 
Clarkenwell — 0 
Bifbop{rate ————_—_—_--—-—-—_—__ 116 
Shoreditch OO 


Stepney Parifh ———————_-——__ 127 
Adigate 92 
W hite-Chappel 
All the 97 Parifhes within the Walls — 228 
All the Parifhes in Southwark———_——- 205 
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So that in fhort there died more that Week in 
the two Parifhes of Cripplegate and St. Sepulchers 
by 48 than inall the City, and all the Faft Suburbs, 
and all the Southwark Parithes put together: This 
caufed the Reputation of the City’s Health to con- 
tinue all over England, and efpecially in the Coun- 
ties and Markets adjacent, from-whence our Supply 
of Provifions chiefly came, even much longer than 
that Health it felf continued; for when the People 
caine into the Streets from the Country, by Shore- 
ditch and Bifbop/zate,or by Oldfireet and Smithfield,they 
would {ee the out Streets empty, and the Houfes and 
Shops fhut, and the few People that were ftirring there 
walk in the Middle of the Streets 3 but when the 
came within the City, here things Jook’d better, and 
the Markets and Shops were open, and the People 
walking about the Streets as ulual, tho’ not quite 
1o many; and this continued till the latter End of 
Augufi, and the Beginning of September. 

But then the Cale alter’d quite, the Diftemper 
abated in the Weft ahd North- Wet Parifhes, and 
the Weight of the Infeétion lay on the City and 
the Eaftern Suburbs and the Southwark Side, and 
this in a frightful manner. 

Then indeed the City began to look difmal, Shops 
to be thut, and the Streets defolate; in the High- 
Street indeed N ecefiity made People ftir abroad on ma- 
ny Occafions ; and there would bein the middle of the 
Day a pretty many People, but inthe Mornings and~ 

venings fcarce any to be feen, even there, no not in 
Cornhill and Cheapfide. 

Thele Obfervations of mine were abundantly con- 
firm’d by the Weekly Bills of Mortality for thofe 
Weeks, an Abftra& of which, as they refpeét the 
Parithes which T have mention’d, and as they make the 
Calculations I {peak of very evident, take as follows. 

The Weekly Bill, which makes out this Decreafe 
of the Burials in the Weft and North fide of the 
City, ftand thus, From 
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From the 12 of September to the 19°. 
St. Giles’s Cripplegate 

St. Giles in the Fields 
Clarkenwell —————_—_—— 
St. Sepulchers ———— 
St. Leouard Shoreditch 


Stepney Parith 
Aldgate ———_-—_—— 
W bite-Chapel men ec name 
In the 97 Parifhes within the Walls —— 
In the 8 Parifhes on Southwark Side 


EO 


> ) 


thet 


17 


46 
140 

77 
214 
183 


716 
523 
$32 
1493 
1636 


6060 


Here is a ftrange change of Things indeed, 


and 


a fad Change it was, and had it held for two Months 
more than it did, very few People would have been 
left alive: But then fuch, I fay, was the merciful 
Difpofition of God, that when it was thus the 
Weitand North part which had been fo dreadfully vi- 
fited at firft, grew as you fee, much better ; andas the 
People difappear’d here, they began to look abroad 
again there, andthenext Week or two altered it {till 
more, that is, more to the Encouragement of the 


other Part of the Town. For Example : 
From the 19th of September to the 26* ; 

St. Giles’s Cripplegate ——— a 
St. Giles in the Fields ———-_____ 
Clarkenwell ———— 
St. Sepulchers ———_—_—_—_— 
St. Leonard Shoreditch —————--__—— 


Stepney Parith 
Aldgate 
LW hite-Chapel a ee ee 
In the 97 Parifhes within the Walls—— 
Jn the8 Parithes on Southwark Side — 
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496 
346 
12068 
13.90 


Serene! 


4900 
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From the 26th of Septemb. tothe 34 of Oober. 
Sti Giles’s Cripplegate ————— 106 
St. Giles in the Fields ———-—___— oF 
Clarkenwell ——_—— 48 
St. Sepulchers ———_— 137 
St. Leonard Shoreditch ———— 128 


Stepney Parith 


=o ee O74. 
ldgate ——— 372 

Vi )57 J. 

White-Chapel ae : 328 

Inthe 97 Parifhes withinthe Walls ——~ 1 149 

Tn the § Parithes on Southwark Side 1201 
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cepa 


4328 
And now the Mifery of the City, and of the faid 


Faft and South Parts was complete indeed; for as 
you fee the Weight of the Diftemper lay upon 
thofe Parts, that is to fay, the City, the eight Pa- 
rifhes over the River, with the Parithes of Aldgate, 
W bite-Chapel, and Stepney, and this was the Time 
that the Bills came up to fuch a monftrous Height, 
as that I mention’d before; and that Fight or Nine, 
and, as I believe, Ten or Twelve Thoufand a Week 
died 5 for "tis my fettled Opinion, that they never 
could come at any juft Account of the Numbers, 
for the Reafons which I have given already. 

Nay one of the moft eminent Phyficians, who 
has fince publifh’d in Latin an Account of thofe 
‘Times, and of his Obfervations, fays, that in one 
Week there died twelve Thoufand People, and that 
particularly there died four Thoufand in one Night ; 
tho’ I do not remember that there ever was any 
fuch particular Night, fo remarkably fatal, as that 
fuch a Number died in it: However all this con- 
firms what I have faid above of the Uncertainty of 
the Bills of Mortalitv, &¢, of which I fhall fay 
more hereafter. | 
. And 
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And here let me take leave to enter again, tho’ 
it may feema Repetition of Circum ftances,into a De- 
fcription of the miferable Condition of the City it 
felf, and of thofe Parts where I liv’d at this parti- 
cular Time: The City,and thofe other Partsnotwith- 
ftanding the great Numbers of People that were gone 
into the Country, was vaftly full of People, and per- 
haps the fuller, becaufe People had for a long time 
a {trong Belief, that the Plague would not comein- 
to the City, nor into Southwark, no nor into VW ap- 
ping, or Ratcliff at all; nay fuch was the Affurance 
of the People on that Head, that many remov’d 
from the Suburbs on the Weft and North Sides, in- 
to thofe Eaftern and South Sides as for Safety, and 
as I verily believe, carry’d, the Plague amongtt 
them there, perhaps fooner than they would other- 
wife have had it. 

Here alfo I ought to leave a farther Remark tor 
the ufe of Pofterity, concerning the Manner of 
Peoples infecting one another ; namely, that it was 
not the fick People only, from whom the Plague was 
immediately receiv’d by others that were found, but 
THEWELL. Zo explain my felf , by the fick Peo- 
ple I mean thofe who were known to be fick, had 
taken their Beds, had been under Cure, or had 
Swellings and ‘Tumours upon them, and the like; 
thefe every Body could beware of, they were either 
in their Beds, or infuch Condition as cou’d not be 
conceal’d. 

By the Well, 1 mean fuch as had reccived the Con- 
tagion, and had ir really upon them, and in their 
Blood, yet did not fhew the Confequences of it in 
their Countenances, nay even were not fenfible of 
it themfelves, as many were not for feveral Days: 
"Thefe breathed Death in every Place, and upon every 
Body who came near them; nay theirvery Cloaths 
retained the Infection, their Hands would infect the 
‘Things they touch’d, efpecially if they were warm 
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and {weaty, and they were generally apt to fweat 
too. 

Now it was impoffible to know thefe People, 
nor did they fometimes, as I have faid, know them- 
felves to be infeted: Thefe were the People that 
fo often dropt down and fainted in the Streets ; for 
oftentimes they would go about the Streets to the 
laft, till on a fudden they would fweat, grow faint, 
fit down at a Door and die : It is true, finding 
themfelves thus, they would ftruggle hard to get 
Home to their own Doors, orat other Times would 
be juft able to go in to their Houfes and die inftant- 
ly ; other Times they would go about till they had the 
very ‘Tokens come out uponthem, and yet not know 
it, and would die in an Hour ortwo after they came 
Home, but be well as long as they were Abroad : 
Thefe were the dangerous People,thefe were the 
People of whom the well People ought to have 
been afraid; but then on the other fide it was impoffible 
to know them. , 

And this is the Reafon why it is impoffible in a 
Vifitation to prevent the {preading of the Plague 
by the utmoft human Vigilance, (viz.) that it isim- 
poflible to know the infected People from the found ; 
or that the infeéted People fhould perfectly know 
themfelves : 1 knew a Man who converfed freely in 
London all the Seafon of the Plague in 1665, and 
kept about him an Antidote or Cordial, on pur- 
pole to take when he thought himfelf in any Dan- 
ger, and he had fuch a Rule to know, or have 
warning of the Danger by, as indeed I never met 
with before or fince, how far it may be depended 
on[ know not: He hada Wound in his Leg, and 
whenever he came among any People that were not 
found, and the Infection began to affeét him, he 
faid he could know it by that Signal, (vwz.) That his 
Wound in his Leg would fmart, and look pale 
and white ; fo as foon as ever he - felt it {mart, it 
Was 
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was time for him to withdraw, or to take care of 
himfelf, taking his Drink, which he always carried 
about him for that Purpofe. Now it feemshe found 
his Wound would fmart many Times when he was in 
Company with fuch, who thought themf{elves to be 
found, and who appear’d fo to one another; but he 
would prefently rife up,and fay publickly,Friends,here 
is fome Body in the Room that has the Plague, and 
fo would immediately break up the Company. This 
was indeed a faithful Monitor to all People, that the 
Plague is not to be avoided by thofe that converfe pro- 
mifcuoufly in a Town infected, and People have 
it when they know it not, and that they likewife give 
it to others when they know not that they have it 
themfelves ; andin this Cafe, fhutting up the WELL 
er removing the SICK will not do it, unlefs they 
can go back and {hut up all thofe that the Sick had 
Convers’d with, even before they knew themfelves 
to be fick, and none knows how far to carry that 
back, or where to ftop; for none knows when, or 
where, or how they may have received the Infec- 
tion, or from whom. 

This I take to be the Reafon, which makes fo'many 
People talk of the Air being corrupted and infected, 
and that they need not be cautious of whom they 
converfe with, for that the Contagion was-in the 
Air. I have feen them in {trange A gitations and Sur- 
prifes on this Account, I have never come near any 
mfected Body! /ays the difturbed Perfon, I have Con- 
vers’d with none, but found healthy People, and yet 
I have gotten the Diftemper! I am fure I am 
{truck from Heaven, /ays azother, and he falls to the 
ferious Part; again the firft goes on exclaiming, I 
have come near no Infection, or any infected Per- 
fon, J am fure it is in the dir ; We draw in Death 
when we breath, and therefore ’tis the Hand of 
God, there is no withftanding it; and this at laft 
made. many People, being hardened to the Danger, 


orow 


MemMorrs of 


grow lefs concern’d at it, and lefs cautious towards 
the latter End of the Time, and when it was 
come to its height, than they were at firft; 
then witha kind of a Turki/ Predettinarianifin, they 
would fay, if it pleas’d God to ftrike them, it was 
al] one whether they went Abroad or ftaidat Home, 
they cou’d not efcape it, and therefore they went 
boldly about even into infected Houfes, and infected 
Company ; vifited fick People, and in fhort, lay in 
the Beds with their Wives or Relations when they 
were infected ; and what was the Confequence? But 
the fame that is the Confequence in Turkey, and in 
thofe Countries where they dothofe’ Things; name 
ly, that they were infected too, and died by Hun- 
dreds and Thoufands. 

I would be far from Icflening the Awe of the Judg- 
ments. of God, and the Reverence to his. Providence, 
which ought always to be on our Minds on fuch Oc- 
cafions as thefe; doubtiefs the Vifitation it felf is 
a Stroke from Heaven upon a City, or Country, or 
Nation where it falls; a Meflenger of his .Venge- 
ance, anda loud Call to that Nation, or Country, 
or City, to Humiliation and Repentance, according 
to that of the Prophet feremiah xvii. 7,8. At what 
infant I foall [peak concerning a Nation, and concern- 
ing a Kingdom to pluck up, and to pull down, and. de- 
fivoy it: If that Nation againft whom I have pro- 
nounced, turn from ibeiv evil, I will repent of the 
evilthat [thought to do unto them. Now to prompt due 
imprefiions of the Awe of Godonthe Minds of Men 
on fuch Occafions, and not toleffenthem it is that 

have left. thofe Minutes upon Record: 

I fay, therefore I reflect upon no Man for put- 
ing the Reafon of thofe Things upon the immedi- 
ate Hand of God, and the Appointment and Direc- 
tion of his Providence; nay, on the contrary, there 
were many wonderful Deliverances of Perfons from 
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fected, which intimate fingular and remarkable Pro- 
vidénce, in the particular Inftances to which they 
refer, and I efteem my own Deliverance to be one 
next to miraculous, and dorecord it with Thank- 
fulnefs. 

But whenI am {peaking of the Plague, as a Di- 
{temper arifing from natural Caufes, we muit con- 
fider it as it was really propagated by natural Mieans, 
nor is it atall thelefs a Judgment for its being un- 
der the Conduct of humane Caufes and Effects; for 
as the divine Power has form’d the whole Scheme of 
Nature, and maintains Nature in its Courfe; fo the 
fame Power thinks fit to let his own Actings with 
Men, whether of Mercy or Judgment, go on in 
the ordinary Courfe of natural Caufes, and he is 
pleafed to act by thofe natural Caufes as the ordina- 
ry Means; excepting and referving to himfelf never- 
thelefs a Power toact in a fupernatural Way when 
he fees occafion: Now ’tis evident, that in the Cafe 
of an Infeétion, there is no apparent extraordinary 
occafion for fupernatural Operation, but the ordi- 
nary Courfe of Things appears fufficiently arm’d, 
and made capable of all the Effeéts that Heaven 
ufually directs by a Contagion. Among thefe Cau- 
fes and Effects this of the fecret Conveyance of In- 
fection imperceptible, and unavoidable, is more 
than fufficient to execute the Fiercenefs of divine 
Vengeance, without putting it upon Supernaturals 
and Miracle. 

The acute penetrating Nature of the Difeafe it 
felf was fuch, and the Infeétion was receiv’d fo im- 
perceptibly, that the moft exaét Caution could not 
fecure us while in the Place : But I muft be allowed 
to believe, and I have fo many Examples frefh in 
my Memory, to convince me of it, that I think 
none can refift their Evidence ; 7 /zy, I muft be al- 
lowed to believe, that no one in this whole Nation 
eyer receiy’d the sicknefs or Infection, but who os 
cely’a 
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ceiv’d it in the ordinary Way of Infe@tion from 
fome Body, or the Cloaths, ot touch, or ftench of 
fome Body that was infected before. 

The Manner of its coming firft to London, 
proves this alfo, (viz.) by Goods brought over.from 
Folland, and brought thither from the Levant ; 
the firft breaking of it out ina Houfe in Long- Acre, 
where thofe Goods were carried, and firtt opened ; 
its {preading from that Houfe to other Houles, by 
the vifible unwary converfing with thofe who were 
fick, andthe infecting the Parifh Officers who were 
employed about the Perfons dead, and the likes thefe 
are known Authorities for this great Foundation 
Point, that it went on, and proceeded from Perfon 
to Perfon, and from Houle to Houfe, and no other- 
wile: In the firftt Houfe that was infeéted there 
died four Perfons, a Neighbour hearing the MiftrefS 
of the firft Houfe was fick,went to vifit her, and went 
Home and gave the Diftemper to her F amily, and 
died, and ail her Houfhold. A Minifter call’d to 
pray with the firft fick Perfon in the fecond Houfe, 
was faid to ficken immediately, and die with feve- 
ral more in his Houfe: Then the Phyficians began 
to confider, for they did not at firft dream of a ge- 
neral, Contagion. But the Phyficians being fent 
to infpect the Bodies, they affur’d the People 
that it was neither more or lels than she Plague with 
all its terrifying Particulars, and that it threatned an 
univerfal Infection, fo many. People having already 
convers’d with the Sick or Diftemper’d, and hay- 
ing, as might be fuppos’d, received Infeétion from 
them, that it would be impoffible to put a {top to 
iL. 

Here the Opinion of the Phyficians agreed with 
my Obfervation afterwards, namcly, that the Dan- 
ger was {preading intenfibly ; for the Sick coud 
mfect none but thofe that came within reach of 
the fick Perfon ; but that one Man, who may-have, 
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really receiv’d the Infection, and knows it not, but 
goes Abroad, and about as a found Perfon, may 
give the Plague to a thoufand People, and they to 
greater Numbers in Proportion, and neither the Per- 
fon giving the Infection, or the Perfons receiving it, 
know any thing of it, and perhaps not feel the Ef- 
fects of it for f{everal Days aiter. 

for Example, Many Perfons in the Time of this 
Vifitation never perceiy’d that they were infeéted, till 
they found to their un{peakable Surprize, the Tokens 
come out upon them, after which they feldom liv’d 
fix Hours; for thofe Spots they call’d the Tokens 
were really gangreen Spots, or mortified Flefh in 
fmall Knobs as broad as a little filver Peny, and hard 
as a piece of Callous or Horn; fo that when the 
Difeafe was come up to that length, there was no- 
thing could follow but certain Death, and yer as I 
faid they knew nothing of their being Infec- 
ted, nor found themfelves fo much as out of Order, 
till thofe mortal Marks were uponthem: But ever 
Body mutt allow, that they were infected in a high 
Degree before, and mutt have been fo fome time; 
and confequently their Breath, their Sweat, their 
very Cloaths were contagious for many Days be- 
fore. 

This occafion’d a vaft Variety of Cafes, which 
Phyficians would have much more opportunity to 
remember than I ; but fome came within the Corn- 
pafs of my Obfervation, or hearing, of which I 
thal) name a few. 

A certain Citizen who had liv’d fafe, and un- 
touch’d, till the Month of September, when the 
Weight of the Diftemper lay more in the City 
than it had done before, was mighty chearful, and 
fomething too bold, as I think it was, in his Talk 
of how fecure he was, how cautious he had been, 
and how he had never come near any fick Body : 
Says another Citizen, a Neighbour of his to him, 
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one Day, Do not be too confident Mr. it 1s bard té 
fay who is fick and who iswell; for we fee Mzn alive, 
and well to outward Appearance one Flour, and dead 
the next. That is true, fays the firlt Man, for he 
was not a Man prelumptuoufly fecure, but had ef- 
cap’d a long while, and Men, as I faid above, efpe- 
cially in the City, began to be over-eafie upon that 
Score. ‘That is true, fays he, I do not think my 
felf fecure, but L hope I bave not been in Company 
aith any Perfon that there has been any Danger i. 
No! Says his Neighbour, was not you at the Bull- 
head Zavern in Gracechurch Street with Mr. 
the Night before laff: Yes, fays the firft, L was, 
but there was no Body there, that we bad any Reafon 
to think dangerous ; Upon which his Neigbour faid 
no more, being unwilling to furprize him; but this 
made him more inquifitive, and as his Neighbour 
appear’d backward, he was the more impatient, 
and in a kind of Warmth, fays he aloud, why he is 
not dead, is ke! upon which his Neighbour ftill 
was filent, but caft up his Eyes, and faid fomething 
to himfelf ; at which the firft Citizen turned pale, 
and faid no more but this, then Tama dead Man 
zoo, and went Home immediately, ‘and fent for a 
neighbouring Apothecary to give him fomething 
preventive, tor he had not yet found’ himfelf ill; 
but the Apothecary opening his Breaft, fetch’d a 
Sigh, and faidno more, but this, Jook up to God; and 
the Man died in a few Hours. 

Now let any Man judge from a Cafe like this, 
if it is poflible for the Regulationsof Magiftrates, 
either by fhuting up the Sick, or removing them, to 
ftop an Infection, which fpreadsitfelf from Manto 
Man; even while they are perfectly. well, and in~ 
fenfible of its Approach, and may be fo for many 
Days. ! 

it may be proper to afk here, how long it may 
be fuppofed, Men might have the Seeds of the Cons 
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tagion'in them, before it difcover’d it {elf in this f- 
tal Manner ; and how long they might go about 
feemingly whole, and yet be contagious toall thofe 
that came near them? I believe the mott experienc’d 
Phyficians cannot anfwer this Quettion directly, any 
more than I can; and fomething an ordinary Ob- 
ferver may take notice ofjwhich may pafs their Ob- 
fervation. The opinion of Phyficians Abroad feems 
to be, that it may lye Dormant in the Spirits, or 
in the Blood Veffels, a very contiderable Times 
why elfe do they exact a Quarentine of thofe who 
come into their Harbours, and Ports, from fulpec- 
ted Places? Forty Days is, one would think, too 
long for Nature tc {trugele with fuch an Enemy as 
this, and not conquer it, or yield to it: But I could 
not think by my own Obfervation that they can be 
infected fo, as to be contagious to others, above 
fifteen or fixteen Days at fartheft; and on that 
icore it was, that when a Houfe was fhut up in the 
City, and any one had died of the Plague, but no 
Body appear’d to be ill in the Fat aily for fixteen or 
eighteen Days after, they were not fo ftriét, but 
that they would connive at their going privately 
Abroad; nor would People be much afraid of them 
afterward, but rather think they were fortified the 
better, having not been vulnerable when the Ene- 
my was in their own Houfe; but we fomcetimes 
found it had lyen much longer conceal’d. 

Uponthe foot of all thefe Obfervations, I nuft fay, 
that tho’ Providence feem’d to dire& my Conduét 
to be otherwife; yet it is my opinion, and J mutt 
leave it asa Prefcription, (viz.) that the beft Phyfick 
againft the Plague is to run away from it. Y know 
People encourage themfelves, by faying, God is 
able to keep us in the midft of Danger, and.able 
to overtake us when we think our {elves out of 
Danger; and this kept Thoufands in the \ 
whofe Carcaffes went into the great Pits by Cart 
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Loads; and who, if they had fled from the Danger, 
had, 1 believe, been fafe from the Difatter ; at leatt ’tis 
probable they had been fate. 

And were this very Fundamental only duly con- 
fider'd by the People, on anyyfuture occafion of 
this, or the like Nature, I am perfuaded it would 
put them upon quite different Meafures for manag- 
ing the People, from thofe that they took in 1667, 
or thanany that havebeen taken Abroad that I have 
heard of; ina Word, they would confider of 
feperating the People into fmaller Bodies, and re- 
moving them im Time farther from one another, 
and not let fuch a Contagion as this, which is indeed 
chiefly dangerous, to collected Bodies of People, find. 
a Million, of Beople in a Body together, as was 
very near the Cafe“before, and would certainly be 
the Cafe, if it fhould ever appear again. 

The Plague like a great Fire, if a few Houfles 
only are contiguous where it happens, can only burn 
a few Houfes ; or if it begins ina fingle, or as we 
call it 2 loam Houfe, can only burn that lona Houfe 
where it begins: But if it begins in a clofe built 
Town, or City, and getsa Head, there its Fury 
encreafes, it rages over the whole Place, and con 
fumes all it can reach. 

I could propofe many Schemes, on the foot of 
which, the Government of this City, if ever they 
fhould be under the Apprehenfions of fuch another 
Enemy, (God forbid they fhould) might eafe them- 
felves of the greatett Part of the dangerous People 
that belong to them; I mean fuch as the begging, 
ftarving, labouring Poor, and among them chiefly 
thofe who in Cafe of a Siege, are call’d the ufelefs 
Mouths; who being then prudently, and to their 
own Advantage difpos’d of, and the wealthy Inha- 
bitants difpofing of themfelves, and of their Ser- 
yvants, and Children, the City, and its adjacent 
Parts would be fo effectually evacuated, that there 
would 


the PLAGUE. 229 


would not be above a tenth Part of its People left 
tegether, for the Difeafe to take hold upon: But 
fuppofe them to be a fifth Part, and that two Hun- 
dred and fifty Thoufand People were left, and if it 
did {eize upon them, they would by their living fo 
much at large, be much better prepar’d to defend 
themfelves againft the Infection, and be lef liable 
to the Effects of it, than if the fame Number of 
People lived clofe together in one fmaller City; 
fuch as Dublin, or Amfferdam, or the like. 

It is true, Hundreds, yea Thoufands of Fami- 
lies fled away at this laft Plague, but then of them, 
many fled too late, and not only died in their 
Flight, but carried the Diftemper with them into 
the Countries where they went, and infeéted thofe 
whom they wentamong for Safety ; which confound- 
ed the Thing, and made that be a Propagation of 
the Diftemper, which was the beft means to pre- 
vent it; and this too isan Evidence of it, and brings 
me back to what I only hinted at before, but mutt 
fpeak more fully to here ; namely, that Men went 
about apparently well, many Days after they had 
the taint of the Difeafe in their Vitals, and after 
their Spirits were fo feiz’d, as that they could never 
efcape it ; and that all the while they did fo, they 
Were dangerous to others. / /ay, this proves, that 
Jo it was; for fuch People ‘infected the very Towns 
they went thro’, as well as the Families they went 
among, and it was by that means, that almoft all 
the great Towns in England had the Diftemper 
among them, more or lefs and always they would 
tell you fuch a Lendoner or fach a Londoner brought 
1t down. | 

It muit not be omitted, that when I {peak of 
thofe People who were really thus dangerous, I fup- 
pole them to be utterly ignorant of their own Con- 
dition; for if they really knew theirCircumftances to be 

uch as indeed they were,they muft have beena kindof 
willful 
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willful Muri “indie, eae uicy would have gone Abroad 
among ut y People, and it w rould have verified 
indeed the Sugge eftion which If mention’ d above, and 
which thought, feem'd untrue, (viz.) That the infected 
People were utterly c: aie as to giving the k as 
tion to others, and rather forward to do it than not 
and I believe it was partly from this very Thing: 
that they raifed hie Suggettion, which I hope 
was not reall y true in Fact. 

I confefs no particular Cafe is fuficient to prove 
a general, but 1 cou’d name feveral People within 
the Kn noveedge of fome of their Neighbours and 
Families yet living, who fhew’d the contrary to an 
extream. One Man, a Matter of a Family in my 
Nei ichbourhood, having had the Diftemper, he 
thought he had it given him by a poor Workman 
whom he employ’d, and whom he wentto his Houfe 
to fee, or went for fome Work that he wanted to 
have finifhed, and he had fome Apprehenfions even 
while he was at the poor Workman’s Door, but 
did not difcover it fully, but the next Day it dif- 
covercd it felf, and he was taken very ill; upon 
which he immediately caufed himielf to be 
eatried into an out Building which he had in 


his Yard, and where there was a Chamber over 
a Work-houfe, the M an being a Brazier; here 
be lay, and here he died, and ait be tended 


by none of his N sighbox rss but by a Nurfe from 
uffer nis W ife, or Chil- 
dren, or Serv ants, to come up into the Room leit 
they fhould be infected, but fent them his Blefling 
for them by the Nurfe, who {poke it 
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Manner, on differing Conftitutions ; fome were im- 
mediately overwhelm’d with it, and it came to vio- 
lent Fevers, Vomitings, unfufierable Head-achs, 
Pains in the Back, and fo up to Ravings and Rag- 
ings with thofe Pains: Others with Swellings and 
Tumours in the Neck or Groyn, or Arm-pits, 
which till they could be broke, put them into in- 
fufferable Agonies and Torment; while others, as I 
have obferv’d, were filently infected, the Fever 
preying upon their Spirits infenfibly, and they fee- 
ing little of it, till they fell into fwooning, and 
faintings, and Death without pain. 

I am not Phyfician enough to enter into the par- 
ticular Reafons and Manner of thefe differing Efte&ts 
of one and the iame Diftemper, and of its differ- 
ing Operation in feveral Bodies; nor is it my Bufi- 
nejs here to record the Obfervations, which I really 
made, becaufe the Doctors themfelves, have done 
that part much more effectually than I can do, and 
becaule my opinion may in fome things differ from 
theirs: | am only relating what I know, or have 
heard,or believe of the particular Cafes,and what fell 
within the Compafs of my View, and the different 
Nature of the Infection, as it appeared in the parti- 
cular Cafes which [have related; but this may be 
added too, that tho’ the former Sort of thofe Ca- 
fes, namely thofe openly vifited, were the worft 
for themfelves as to Pain, I mean thofe that had 
fuch Fevers, Vomitings, Head-achs, Pains and 
Swellings, becaufe they died in fuch a dreadful Man- 
ner, yet the latter had the worft State of the Dif- 
cafe ; for in the former they frequently recover’d, 
efpecially if the Swellings broke, but the latter 
was inevitable Death; no cure, no help cou’d be 
poflible, nothing could follow but Death; and it 
was worfe alfo to others, becaufe as, above, it fecret- 
ly, and unperceiy’d by others, or. by themfelves, 
communicated Death to thofe they convers’d with, 
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the penetrating Poifon infinuating it felf into their 
Blood in a Manner, which it is impoffible to de- 
{cribe, or indeed conceive. 

This infecting and being infeéted, without fo 
such as its being known to either Perfon, is evi- 
dent from two Sorts of Cafes, which frequently 
happened at that Time; and there is hardly any 
Body living who was in London during the Infec- 
tion, but muft have known feveral of the Cafes of 
both Sorts. 

1. Fathers and Mothers have gone about as 
if they had been well, and have beliey’d them- 
{elves to be fo, till they have infenfibly infected, 
and been the Dettruétion of their whole Families: 
Which they would have been far from doing, 
if they had the leaft Apprehenfions of their be- 
ing unfound and dangerous themfelves. A Famil : 
Whole Story I have heard, was thus infeéted by the 
Father, and the Diftemper began to appear upon 
fome of them, even before he found it upon him- 
{elf; but fearching more narrowly, it appear’d he 
had been infected fome Time, and as foon as he 
found that his Family had been poifon’d by himfelf, 
he went diftraéted, and would have laid violent 
Hands upon himfelf, but was kept from that by 
thofe who look’d to him, and in a few Days 
died. 

2. ‘Phe other Particular'is, that many People hay- 
ing been wellto the beit of their ownJudgment, or by 
the beft Obfervation which they could make of 
themfelves for feveral Days, and only finding a De- 
‘cay of Appetite, or a light Sicknefs upon their Sto- 
machs; nay, fome whofe Appetite has been flrong, 
and even craving, and only a light Pain in their 
Heads; have fent for Phyficians to know what 
aud them, and have been found to their great Sur- 
prize, at the brink of Death, the Tokens upon 
them,or the Plague grown up toan incurableHeight, 
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Tt was very fad to refle&, how fuch a Perfon as 
this lajt mentioned above, had been a walking Deftroy- 
er, perhaps for a Week or Fortnight betore that; 
how he had ruin’dthofe, that he would have hazar- 
ded his Life to fave, and had been breathing Death up- 
on them, even perhaps in his tender Kifling and 
Embracings of his own Children: Yet thus certain- 
ly it was, and often has been, and I cou’d give 
many particular Cafes where it has been fo ; if then 
the Blow is thus infenfibly ftricken , if the Arrow 
flies thus unfeen, and cannot be difcovered; to what 
purpofe are all the Schemes for fhutting up or re- 
moving the fick People? thofe Schemes cannot take 
place, but upon thofe that appear to be fick, or to 
be infected ; whereas there are among them, atthe 
fame time, Thoufands of People, who feem to be 
well, but are all that while carrying Death with 
them into all Companies which they come into. 

This frequently puzzled our Phyficians, and efpe- 
cially the Apothecaries and Surgeons, who knew 
not how to difcover the Sick from the Sound; they 
all allow'd that it was really fo, that many People 
had the Plague in their very Blood, and preying up- 
on their Spirits, and were in themfelves but walking 
putrified Carcaffes, whofe Breath was infe€tious, 
and their Sweat Poifon; and yet were as well to 
look on as other People, and even knew it not them~ 
feives: I fay, they all allowed that it was really true 
in Fat, but they knew not how to propofe a Dit 
covery. 

My Friend Doctor Heath was of Opinion’, that 
it might be known by the {mell of their Breaths; 
but then, as be faid, who durft Smell to that Breath 
for his Information? Since to know it, he mutt 
lraw the Stench of the Plague up into his own 
Brain, in order to diftinguifh the Smell! I have 
heard, it was the opinionof others, that it might be 
 diftinguifh’d by the Party’s breathing upon ae oF 
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Glais, where the Breath condenfing, there might 
. 


monitrous and frightful Shapes, fuch as Dragons, 
Snakes, Serpents, and Devils, horrible to behold: 
But this I v 


Y 
very much queftion the Truth “of, «and 
icrofcopes at that Time, as I remem- 
1¢ Experiment with. 
3 opinion alfo of another learned Man, 
that the Breath of fuch a Perfon would poifon, and 
inftantly kill a Bird; not only a {mall Bird, but even 


a Cock or Hen, and that if it did not immediately 


kill the latter, it would caufe them to be roupy as 
Zoey call if; particularly that if they had laid any 
ges at that Time, they would be all rotten: But 
thole are Opinions which I never found firpported 
by any Experiments, or heard of others that had 
icen it; fo I leave them as [ find them, only with 
this Remark ; namely, that I think the Probabili- 
ties are very {trong for them. 

Some have propofed that fuch Perfons fhould 
breath hard upon warm Water, and that they would 
leave an unulual Scum upon it, or upon feveral 
other things, efpecially fuch as are of a glutinous 
Subitance and are apt to receive a Scum/and fupport it. 

But from the whole I found, that the Nature of this 
Contagion was fuch, that it was impoflible to difcover 
itat all, or to preventits {preading from one to ano- 
ther by any human Skill. 

Here was indeed one Difficulty, which.I could ne- 
ver throughly get over to this time, and which there 
is but one way of anfwering that I know of, and itis 
this, wiz. The firft Perfon that died of the Plague 
was in Decemb. 20°, or thereabouts 1664, and in, 
or about Long-acre, whence the firft Perfon had the 
Infection, was generally faid to be, from aParcel of Silks 
imported trom fZolland, and firft opened in thatHoufe. 

But after this we heard no more of any Perfon dying 
of the Plague, or of the Diftemper being in. that 


Place 
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Place, till the 9% of February; which was about 7 
Weeks after, and then one more was buried out of 
the fame Houfe: Then it was huth’d, and we were 
pertect y ealy as to the publick, for a great while 5 
for there were no: more entred in the “Week! y Bill 
to be dead of the Plague, tillthe 224 of pri/, when 
there was 2 more buried not out of the fame Houtfe, 
but out of the fame Street ; and as near as I canre- 
member, it was out of the next Houfe to the firft: 
this was nine Weeks afunder, and after this we had 
No moretill a Fortnight, and then it broke out in 
feveral Streets and fpread every, way. Now the 
Queition feems to lye thus, where lay the Seeds of 
the Lufettion all this while? How came it to fiop fe 
long, and not fiop any longer ? Father the Di- 
temper did not come immediately by Contagion 
from Body to Body, or if it did, ne a Reis may 
be capable to continue infeéted, without the Difeafe 
re cocci nels many Days, nay W eeks togethery 
even not a Quarentine of Days only, ies Soixans 
tine, not only 40 Days but 60 Days or longer. 

It’ s true, there was, as I obferved at firit, and is well 
known tomany yetliving, avery cold W inte ter, anda 
long Froft, which continued three Months, and this, 
the Doctors fay, mipht check the Infeétion ; but then 
the learned muit allow me to fay, that if according 
to their Notion, the Difeafe was, as I may fay, on- 
ly frozen up, it would like a frozen River, have 
‘eturned to its ufual Force and Current when it 
thaw’d uheacoaiticpstagival Recels of this Infection, 
which was from February to April, was after the 
Prof was broken, and the Weather mildand warm. 

But there is another way of folving all this Difh- 
culty, ¥ which I think my own Remembrance of the 
thing willfupp lys and that is, the Factis not granted, 


— 


amely, that there died none in thofe long Inter- 
rals, viz. from the 20% of December to the 9* of 
“ebruary, ond from thence to the 22° of dpril. 
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The Weekly Billsare the only Evidence on the other 
fide, and thofe Bills were notof Credit enough, at 
feaft with me, to fupport an Fy pothe/fis, oy determine 
a Queftion of fuch Importance as this: For it was 
our receiv’d Opinion at that time, and I believe upon 
very good Grounds; that the Fraud lay in the Parith 
Officers, Searchers, and Perfons appointed to give 
Account of the Dead, and what Difeafes they died 
of : And as People were very loth at firft to have 
the Neighbours believe their Houfes were infected, 
fo they gave Money to procure, or otherwife pro- 
cur’d the dead Perfons to be return’d as dying of 
other Diftempers ; and this I know was practis’d 
afterwards in many Places, I believe } might fay in 
all Places, where the Diftemper came, as will be ~ 
feen by the vaft Encreafe of the Numbers plac’din 
the Weekly Bills under other Articles of Difeafes, 
during the time of the Infeétion: Fer Example, in 
the Month of Fuly and dagu/?, when the Plague was 
coming on toitshigheft Pitch ; it was very ordinary 
to have from a thoufand to twelve hundred, nay to 
almoft fifteey Hundred a Week of other Diftem- 
pers; not that the Numbers of thofe Diftempers 
were really encreafed to fuch a Degree: But the 
great Number of Families and Houfes where really 
the Infection was, obtain’d the Favourto have their 
dead be return’d of other Diftempers to prevent the 
fhutting up their Houfes. Fur Example, 


Dead of other Difeafes befides the Plague. 


Fan 


#rom the 18th to the 2¢th Yajy —— 942 
to'the 1iti7aguf = 1004. 


to the 8th sie Te 
to the rth 1439 
to the 22d NEES RE 


LO the 29th sees 1394 
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to the sth September — 1264. 


to the 12th — 1056 
to the roth 1132 
to the 26th — 927 


Now it was not doubted, but the greateft part 
of thefe, or a great part of them, were dead of the 
Plague, but the Officers were prevail’d with to return 
themas above, and the Numbers of fome particular 
Articles of Dittempers difcover’d is, as follows ; 


From the 1ft to the 8th of 4wg. tothe 15th. tothe 22. tothe29. 
Fever 31433348) 383 

Spotted Fever 174. 190 166 = 165 

Surfeit 85 87 72 99 


Teeth 90 113 111 133 

663-743 S699 © 738 

From Auguff2gthtothe sth Sept. tothe 12. tothe rg. tothe 26. 
Fever 364. 332 309 268 

Spotted Fever 157 97 101 6F 
Surfeit 68 4f 49 36 

Teeth 138 128 121 112 

728 602 so aSt 


There were feveral other Articles which bare 2 
Proportion to thefe,and which it is ealy to perceive, 
were increafed on the fame Account, as 4ged, Con- 
fumptions, Vomitings, Impofthumes, Gripes, and the 
like, many of which were not doubted to be infec- 
ted People; but asit was of the utmoft Confequence 
to Families not to be known to be infected, if it was 

 poffible to avoid it, fo they took all the meafures 
they could to have it not believ’d; and if any died 
in their Houfes to get them return’d to the Exami- 
ners 
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ners, and by the Searchers, as having died of other 
Diftempers. . 

This, I fay, will account for the long Interval, 
which, as [have faid, was between the dying ofthe 
firft Perfons that were returead in the Bill to be 
dead of the Plague, and thetime when the Diftem- 
per {pread openly, and could not be conceal’d. 

Betides, the Weekly Bills themfelves at that time 
evidently difcover this Truth ; for while there was 
no Mention of the Plague, and no Increafe, after it 
had been mentioned, yet it was apparent, that there 
was an Encreafe of thofe Diftempers which bors 
dered nearett uponit, for Examplethere were Eight, 
d'welve, Seventeen of the Spotted Fever ina Week, 
when there were none, or but very few of the Plague; 
he f Three, or Four, were the ordi- 
nary. Weekly Numbers of that Diftemper; likewife, 
as | obferved before, the Burials increafed Weekly 
in that particular Parifh, and the Parithes adjacent, 
more than in any other Parifh, altho’ there were none 
fet downof the Plague; all which tells us, that the 
Infection was handed on, and the Succeffion of the 
Diftemper really preferv’d, tho’ it feem’d to us at 
that time to be ceafed, and to comeagain in aman- 
ner furprifing. | 

It might be alfo, thatthe Infection might remain 
in other parts of the fame Parcel of Goods which at 
firit it came in, and which might not be perhaps 
opened, or at leaft not fully, or in the Cloths of the 
firft infeéted Perfon; for I cannot think, that any 
Body could be feiz’d with the Contagion in a fatal 
and mortal Degree for nine Weeks together, and 
fupport his State of Health fo well, as even not to 
difcover it to themfelves 5 yet if it were fo, the Ar- 
gument is the ftronger in Favour of what Iam fay- 
ing; namely, that the Infedtion is retain’d in Bodies 
apparently well,and convey’d from them to thofe they 

con- 
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converfe with, while it is known toneither the one 
nor the other. 

Great were the Confufions at that time upon this 
uery fcc ount; and when People began to be con- 
vine’d that the Infeétion was receiv’d in this pies 
_ prifing manner from Perfons apparencly well, they 
began. to be exceeding fhie and jealous: of every one 
that camencar them. Once in a publick Day, whe- 
ther a Sabbath Day or not I do not remember, in 
Aldgate Church in a Pew full of People, on a fud- 
en, one fancy’d fhe {melt an ill Smell, immediately 
the fancies the Plague was in the Pew, whilpers her 
Notion or ‘Sufpicion to the next, then rifes and 
goes out of the Pew, it immediately took with the 
next,and fo tothem all; and every one of them, and 
of the two or three adjoining Pews, got up and 
went out of the Church, no Body knowing what 
it was offended them or fr m whom. 

This immediately filled every Bodies Mouths with 
one Bpaeesion or other, fuch as the old Women 
directed, and fome perhaps as Phyficians direéted, in 
order to prevent Infection by the Breath of others; 
infomuch that if we came to go into a Church, 
when it was any thing full of People, there would 
be fuch a Mixture of Smells at the Entrance, that it 
was much more ftrong, tho’ perhaps not fo whole- 
fome, than if ee were going in to an Apothecary’s 
or Drugeifl’s Shop; ina W ord, the whole Church 
was like a {melling Bottle, in one Corner it was all 
Per fumes, | in another Aromaticks, Balfamicks, and 
Varicty of Drugs, and Herbs; in another Salts and 
Spirits, as every one was furnifh’d for their own 
Prefervation.; yet I obferv’d, that after People were 
pofieis’d, as L have faid, with the Belief or rather 
Affurance, of the Infection being thus carryed on by 
Perfons apparently in Health, the Churches and 

Aceting-Houfes were much thinner of People than 
at 
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at other times before that they us’d to be; for thig 
1s to be faid of the People of Loudon, that during 
the whole time of the Peftilence, the Churches or 
Meetings were never wholly fhut up, nor did the 
People decline coming out to the public Worthi 
of God, except only infome Parifhes when the Vio- 
lence of the Dittemper was more particularly in that 
Parifh at that time; and even thenno longer, than 
it continued to be fo. 

Indeed nothing was more ftrange, than to fee 
with what Courage the People went to the public 
Service of God, even at that time when they were 
afraid to ftir out of their own Houfes upon any other 
Occafion; this I mean before the time of Defpera- 
tion, which I have mention’d already; this was a 
Proof of the exceeding Populoufnefs of the City at 
the time of the Infeétion, notwithftanding the great 
Numbers that were gone into the Country at the 
firit Alarm, and that fled out into the Forefts and 
Woods when they were farther terrifyed with the 
extraordinary Increafe of it. For when we cameto 
fee the Crouds and Uhrongs of People, which ap- 
pear’d on the Sabbath Days at the Churches, and 
efpecially in thofe parts of the Town where the 
Piague was abated, or where it was not yet come 
to its ieight, it was amazing. But of this I hall 
fpeak again prefently ; I return in the mean time 
to the Article of infecting one another at firit ; 
betore People came to right Notions of the Infe- 
ction, and of infecting one another, People were 
only fhye of thofe that were really fick,a Man with 
a Cap upon his Head, or with Cloths round his Neck, 
which was the Cafe of thofe that had Swellings there 
fuch was indeed frightful : But when we faw a Gentle- 
man drefs’d, with his Band onand his Gloves in his 
Hand, his Hat upon his Head, and his Hair comb’d, - 
of fuch we had not the leatt Apprehenfions ; and 
People 
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People converfda great while freely, e/pecially with 
their Neighbours and fuch as they knew. But when 
the Phyficians affured us, that the Danger was as 
well from the Sound, that is he /eemingly found, as the 
Sick; and that thofe People, who thought themfelves 
entirely free, were oftentimes the moft fatal ; and that 
it came tobe generally underftood, that People were 
fenfible of it, and of the reafon of it: Then I fay 
they began to be jealous of every Body, and a vait 
Number of People lock’d themfelves up, fo as not 
to come abroad into any Company at all, nor fuf- 
fer any, that had been abroad in promifcuous Com- 
pany, to come into their Houfes, or near them; at 
leaft not fo near them, as to be within the Reach of 
their Breath, or of any Smell fromthem; and when 
they were oblig’d to converfe at a Diftance with 
Strangers, they would always have Prefervatives in 
their Mouths, and about their Cloths to repell and 
keep off the Infection. 

It muft be acknowledg’d, that when People began 
to ule thefe Cautions, they were lefs expofed to 
Danger, and the Infection did not break into fuch 
Houfes fo furioufly as it did into others: before, 
and thoufands of Families were preferved, /peaking 
with due Referve to the Direéttion of Divine Provi- 
dence, by that Means. 

But it was impoflible to beat any thing into the 
Heads of the Poor, they went on with the ufual Im- 
petuofity of their Tempers full of Outcries and 
Lamentations when taken, but madly carelefs of 
themfeives, Fool-hardy and obftinate, while they 
were well: Where they could get Employment they 
pufh’dinto any kind of Bufinefs, the moft dangerous 
and the moft liable to Infeétion; and if they were 
{poken to, their Anfwer would be, Z muft truft to 
God for that; if I am taken, then I am provided for, 
and there isan End of me,andthe like: Or Tuus, 
Why, What muft [ do? Icant flarve, £ had as 
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good have the Plague as perifh for want. I have no 
Work, what could I do? I muft do this or beg: Sup- 
pofe it was burying the dead, or attending the Sick, 
or watching infected Houfes, which were all ter- 
rible Hazards, but their Tale was generally the fame. 
. Itas true Neceflity was a very juftifiable warran- 
\table Plea, and nothing could be better ; but their 
way of Talk was much the fame, where the Necef- 
fities were not the fame: This adventurous Con- 
duct of the Poor was that which brought the Plague 
among them in a moft furious manner, and this 
join’d to the Diftrefs of their Circumftances, when 
taken, was the reafon why they died fo by.Heaps; 
for I cannot fay, I could obferve one. jor‘of -better 
Hufbandry among them, I meanthe labouring Poor, 
while they were well and getting Money, than 
there was before, but as lavifh, as extravagant, and 
as thoughtlefs forto Morrow as ever; fo that when 
they came to be taken fick, they were immediate- 
ly in the utmoft Diftrefs as well for want, as for 
Sicknefs, as well for lack of Food, as lack of 
Health. | 

This Mifery of the Poor I had many Occafions 
to be an Eye-witnefs of, and fometimes alfo of the 
charitable Affiftance that fome pious People’ daily 
gave to fuch, fending them Relief and Supplies 
both of Food, Phyfick and other Help, as they found 
they wanted; and indeed itis a Debt of Juftice due 
to the Temper of the People of that Day to. take 
Notice here, that not only great Sums, very great 
Sums of Money were charitably fent to the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen for the Affiftance and Sup- 
port of the poor diftemper’d People; but abundance 
of private People daily diftributed large Sums of 
Money for their Relief, and fent People about to 
enquireinto the Condition of particular diftreffed and 
vifited Families, and relieved them; nay fome pious 
Ladies were fo tranfported with Zeal in fo good a 
Work, 
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Work, and fo confident in the Protection of Pro- 
vidence in Difcharge of the great Duty of Charity, 
that they went about in perfon diftributing Alms to 
the Poor, and even vifiting poor Families, tho’ fick 
and infected in their very Houfes, appointing Nurfes 
to attend thofe that wanted attending, and ordering 
Apothecaries and Surgeons, the firft to fupply them 
with Drugs or Plaifters, and fuch things as they 
wanted ; and the laft to lance and drefs the Swel- 
lings and Tumours, where fuch were wanting; giv- 
ing their Blefling to the Poor in fubftantial Relief 
to them, as well as hearty Prayers for them. 

I will not undertake to fay, as fomedo, that none 
of thefe charitable People were {uffered to fall under 
the Calamity itfelf ; but this I may fay, that I ne- 
ver knew any one of them that mifcarried, which 
I mention for the Encouragement of others in cafe 
of the like Diftrefs,; and doubtlefs, if they that give 
to the Poor, lend to the Lord, and he will repay them; 
thofe that hazard their Lives to give to the Poor, 
and to comfort and affift the Poor in fuch a Mifery 
as this, may hope to be protected in the Work. 

Nor was this Charity fo extraordinary eminent on- 
ly ina few; but, (for I cannot lightly quit this Point) 
the Charity of the rich as well in the City and Sub- 
urbs as from the Country, was fo great, that in a 
Word, a prodigious Number of People, who mutt 
otherwife inevitably have perifhed for want as well 
as Sicknefs, were fupported and fubfifted by it, and 
tho’ I could never, nor I believe any one elfe come 
to a full Knowledge of what was fo contributed, 
yet I do believe, that as 1 heard one fay, that was 
a critical Obferver of that Part, there was not on 
ly many Thoufand Pounds contributed, but many 
hundred thoufand Pounds, to the Relief of the Poor 
of this diftreffed affi&tedCity ; nay one Man‘afhirm’d to 


me that he couldreckon up above one hundred thou- 
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fand Pounds a Week, which was diftributed by the 
Church Wardens at the feveral Parifh Vettries,. 
by the Lord Mayor andthe Aldermen in the feveral 
Wards and Precinéts, and by the particular DireCtion. 
of the Court and of the Juftices refpectively in the parts: 
where they refided ; over and above the private Cha- 
rity diftributed by pious Hands inthe manner I fpeak 
of, and this continued for many Weeks together. _ 

I confefs this is a very great Sum; but if it be 
true, that there was diftributed in the Parifh of 
Cripplegate only 17800 Pounds in one Week to the 
Relief of the Poor, as | heard reported, and which 
I really believe was true, the other may not be im- 
probable. 

It was doubtlefs to. be reckon’d among the many 
fignal good Providences which attended this great 
City, and of which there were many other worth re- 
cording; I fay, this was a very remarkable one, 
that it pleafed God thus to movethe Hearts of the 
People in all parts of the Kingdom, fochearfully to 
contribute to the Relief and Support of the poor 
at London; the good Confequences of which were: 
felt many ways, and particularly in preferving the 
Lives and recovering the Health of fo many thou- 
fands, and keeping fo many Thoufands of Families 
from perifhing and ftarving. 

And now I am talking of the mereiful Difpofition 
of Providence in this time of Calamity, I cannot 
but mention again, tho’ I have fpoken feveral times 
of it already on other Account, I mean that of the 
Progreffion of the Diftemper; how it beganat one 
end of the Town, and proceeded Beauly and flow- 
ly from one Part to another, and like a dark Cloud 
that paffes over our Heads, which as it thickens and 
overcafts the Air at one End, clears up at the 
otherend: So whilethe Plague went on raging from 
Weft to Eaft, as it went forwards. Eaft, it abated 
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m the Weft, by which means thofe parts of the 
Town, which were not feiz’d, or who were left, 
and where it had fpent its Fury, were (as it were) 
{par’d to help-and affift the other; whereas had the 
Diftemper fpread it felf over the whole City and 
Suburbs at once, raging in all Placesalike, as it has 
done fince in fome Places abroad, the whole Body 
" of the People muft have been overwhelmed,and there 
would have died twenty thoufand a Day, as they 
fay there did at Naples, nor would the People have 
been able to have help’d or affifted one another. 

For it muft be obfery’d that where the Plague was 
in its full Force, there indeed the People were very 
miferable, and the Confternation was inexpreffible. 
But a little before it reach’d even to that place, or 
prefently after it was gone, they were quite another 
Sort of People,and I cannot but acknowledge, that 
there was too much of that common Temper of 
Mankind to be found among us all at that time ; 
namely to forget the Deliverance, when the Danger 
is paft: But I fhall come to {peak of that part 
again. 

It muft not be forgot here to take fome Notice 
of the State of Trade, during the time of this com- 
mon Calamity, and this with refpect to F oreign 
Trade, as alfo to our Home-trade. 

As to Foreign Trade, there needs little to be 
faid; the trading Nations of Europe were all afraid 
of us, no Port of France, or flolland, or Spain, or 
ftaly would admit our Ships or correfpond with ‘as ; 
indeed we ftood on ill Terms with the Dutch, and 
were in a furious War with them, but tho’ in 
a bad Condition to fight abroad, who had fuch * 
dreadful Enemies to ftruggle with at Home. 

Our Merchants accordingly were at a full Stop, 
their Ships could go no where, that is to fay to no 
place abroad; their eae SoS and Merchandife, 
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that is to fay, of our Growth, would: not be touch’d 
abroad; they were as much afraid of our Goods, 
as they were of our People; and indeed they had 
reafon, for our woolen Manufactures are as reten- 
tive of Infection as human Bodies, and if pack’dup 
by Perfons infected would receivethe Infeétion, and 
be as dangerous to touch, as a Man would be that 
was infected ; and therefore when any Engh/h Veflel 
atriv’d in Forcign Countries, if they did take the 
Goods on Shore, they always caufed the Bales to 
be opened and air’d in Places appointed for that 
Purpofe: But from Londou they would not fuffer 
them to come into Port, much lefs to unlade their 
Goods upon any'Terms whatever ; and this Striétnefs 
was ¢efpecially us’d with them in Spain and Italy, in 
Turkey and the Iflands of the Arches indeed as they are 
call’d, as well thofe belonging to the Turks as to the 
Venetians, they were not fo very rigid; in the firtt 
there was no Obftruction at all ; and four Ships,'which 
were then inthe River loading for /taly, that is 
for Leghorn and Naples, being denyed Product, as they 
call it, went on to Turkey, and were freely admitted 
to unlade their Cargo withoutany Difficulty, only 
that when they arriv’d there, fome of their Cargo 
was not fit for Sale in that Country, and other 
Parts of it being confign’d to Merchants at Leghorn, 
the Captains of the Ships had no Right nor any Or- 
ders to difpofe of the Goods ; fo that great Incon- 
veniences followed to the Merchants. But this was no- 
thing but what the Neceffity of Affairs requir’d, and 
the Merchants at Leghorn and at Naples having No- 
tice given them, fent again from thence to take 
Care of the Effects, which were particularly con- 
fign’d to thofe Ports, and to bring back in other 
Ships fuch as were improper for the Markets at 
Smyrna and Scanderoon. 
The Inconveniences in Spain and Portugal were 
fill greater; for they would, by no means, fuffer 
our 
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our Ships, efpecially thofe from London, to come 
into any of their Ports, much lefs to unlade; there 
was a Report, that one of our Ships having by 
Stealth delivered her Cargo, among which wasfome 
Bales of Englifb Cloth, Cotton, Kerfyes, and fuch 
like Goods, the Spaniards caufed all the Goods to 
be burnt, and punifhed the Men with Death who 
were concern’d in carrying them on Shore. This I 
believe was in Part true, tho’ I do notaffirm it: But it 
is not at all unlikely, feeing the Danger was real- 
ly very great, the Infection being fo violent in Loz- 
don. 

I heard likewife that the Plague was carryed into 
thofe Countries by fome of our Ships, and parti- 
cularly to the Port of Faro in the Kingdom of /- 
garve, belonging to the King of Portugal; and that 
{everal Perfons died of it there, but it was not con- 
firm’d. 

On the other Hand, tho’ the Spaniards and Por- 
tuguefe were fo thie of us, it is moft certain, that the 
Plague, as has been faid, keeping at firft much at 
thatend of the Town next Weftminfter, the mer- 
chandifing part of the Town, fuch as the City and 
the Water-fide, was perfectly found, till at leaft the 
Beginning of July; and the Ships in the River till 
the Beginning of 4ugufi ; for to the 1* of Fuly, 
there had died but feven within the whole City, 
and but 60 within the Liberties; but one in all 
the Parifhes of Stepney, Aldgate, and White-Chap- 
pel; and but two in all the eight Parifhes of Souzh- 
qwark. But it was the fame thing abroad, for the 
bad News was gone over the whole World, that 
the City of London was infected with the Plague ; 
and there was no inquiring there, how the Infec- 
tion proceeded, or at which part of the Town it 
was begun, or was reach’d to. 

Befides, after it began to fpread, it increafed {fo 
faft, and the Bills grew fo high, all on a fudden, 
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that it was to no purpofe to leffen the Report of it, 
or endeavour to make the People abroad think it 
better than it was, the Account which the Week- 
ly Bills gave in was fufficient; and that there died 
two thoufand to three or four thoufand a Week, was 
fufficient to alarm the whole trading part of the 
World, and the following time being fo dreadful 
alfo in the very City it felf, put the whole World 
f fay, upon their Guard againft ir. 

You may be fure alfo, that the Report of thefe 
things loft nothing in the Carriage, the Plague was 
it felt very terrible, and the Diftref$ of the People 
very great, as you may obferve by what I have faid: 
But the Rumor was infinitely greater, and it muft 
not be wonder’d, that our Friends abroad, as m 
Brother’sCorrefpondents in particular were told there, 
namely in Portugaland Italy where he chiefly traded, 
that in Lovdon there died twenty thoufand inaWeek ; 
that the dead Bodies lay unburied by Heaps; that 
the living were not fufficient to bury the dead, 
or the Sound to look after the Sick 3. that all 
the Kingdom was infected likewife, fo that it was 
an univerfal Malady, fuch as was never heard of in 
thofe parts of the World; and they could hardly 
believe us, when we gave them an Account how 
things really were, and how there was not above 
one ‘l’enth part of the People dead; that there was 
y000co left that lived all the time in the Town ; 
that now the People began to walk the Streets 
again, and thofe, who were fled, to return, there 
was no Mifs of the ufual Throng of people in the 
Streets, except as every F amily might mifs their Re- 
lations and Neighbours, and the like 3 [fay they could 
not believe thefe things ; and if Enquiry were now 
to be made in Naples, or in other Cities on the 
Coatt of Italy, they would tell you that there was 
a dreadful Infection in London {6 many Years ago; 
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in which, as above, there died Twenty Thoufand 
ina Week, &c. Juft as we have had it reported in 
London, that there was a Plague in the City of Naples, 
inthe Year 1656,in which there died 20000 People 
in a Day, of which I have had very good: Satisfac- 
tion, that it was utterly falfe. 

But thefe extravagant Reports were very. preju- 
dicial to our Trade as well as unjuft and injurious 
in themfelves; for it was a long Time after the 
Plague was quite over, before our Trade could re- 
cover it felf in thofe parts of the World; and the 
Flemings and Duteh, but efpecially the laft, made 
very great Advantages of it, having allthe Market 
to themfelves, and even buying our Manufactures 
in the feveral Parts of England where the Plague 
was not, and carrying them to Holland, and Flan- 
ders, and from thence tranfporting them to Spain, 
and to /taly,as if they had been of their own mak- 
ing. 

che they were detected fometimes and punifh’d, 
that is to fay, their Goods confifcated, and Ships 
alfo; forif it was true, that our Manufactures, as 
well as our People, were infected, and that it was 
dangerous to touch or to open, and receive the 
Smell of them; then thofe People ran the hazard by 
that clandeftine Trade, not only of carrying the 
Contagion into their own Country, but alfo of in- 
fecting the Nations to whom they traded with thofe 
Goods; which, confidering how many Lives might 
be loft in Confequence of fuch an Action, muft be 
a Trade that no Men of Confcience could fuffer 
themfelves to be concern’d in. 

I do not take upon me to fay, that any harm was 
done, I mean of that Kind, by thofe People: But I 
_ doubt, I need not make any fuch Provifo in the 
Cafe of our own Country; for either by our Peo- 
ple of London, or by the Commerce, which made 
their conyerfing with all Sorts of People in every 
is ~ County, 
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County, and of every confiderable Town, neceffary, 
I fay, by this means the Plague was firft or laft 
fpread all over the Kingdom, as well in London as 
in all the Cities and great Towns, e{pecially in the 
trading Manufacturing Towns, and Sea-Ports; fo 
that firft or laft, all the confiderable Places in Eng- 

" land were vifited more or lefs, and the Kingdom of 
freland in {ome Places, but not fo univerfally ; how 
it far’d with the People in Scotland, I had no Op- 
portunity to enquire. 

It is to be obferv’d, that while the Plague conti- 
nued fo violent in London, the out Ports, as they are 
call’d, enjoy’d a very great Trade, efpecially to the 
adjacent Countries, and to our own Plantations ; 
for Example, the Towns of Colchefter, Yarmouth, 
and Hull, on that fide of England, exported to Hol- 
jand and Hamburgh, the Manufaétures of the adja- 
cent Counties for feveral Months after the Trade 
with London was as it were entirely fhut up; like- 
wife the Cities of Brifol and Exeter with the Port 
of Plymouth, had the like Advantage to Spain, to 
the Canaries, to Guinea, and to. the Weft Indies ; 
and particularly to /veland; but as the Plague {pread 
it felf every way after it had been in London, tofuch 
a Degree as it was in 4uguft and September, {o all, 
or mott of thofe Cities and Towns were infected 
firft or laft, and then Trade was as it were under a 
general Embargo, or at a full {top, as I fhall ob- 
ferve farther, when I {peak of our home Trade. 

One thing however mutt be obferved, that as to 
Ships coming in from Abroad, as many you may be 
fure did,fome,who were out inall Parts of the World 
a confiderable while before, and fome who when they 
went out knew nothing of an Infe@tion, orat leaft of 
one fo terrible; thefe came up the River boldly, 
and delivered their Cargoes as they were oblig’d to 
do, except juftin the two Months of Muguftand Sep- 
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tember, when the Weight of the Infection lying, 
as I may fay, all below Bridge, no Body durft ap- 
pear in Bufinefs for a while: But as this continued 
but for a few Weeks, the Homeward bound Ships, 
efpecially fuch whofe Cargoes were not liable to 
fpoil, came toan Anchor for a Time, fhort of Tuer 
POOL *, or frefh Water part of the River, even 
as low as the River Medway, where feveral of them 
ran in, and others lay at the Wore, and in the Hope 
below Gravefend: So that by the latter end of Offo- 
ber, there was a very great Fleet of Homeward 
bound Ships to come up, fuch as the like had not 
been known for many Years. 

Two particular Trades were carried on by Water 
Carriage all the while of the Infection, and that 
with little or no Interruption, very much to the 
Advantage and Comfort of the poor diftreffed Peo- 
ple of the City, and thofe were the coafting Trade 
tor Corn, and the Newca/ftle Trade for Coals. 

The firft of thefe was particularly carried on by 
{mall Veffels, from the Port of Hyui/, and other 
Places in the Humber, by which great Quantities 
of Corn were brought in from York/bire and Lin- 
colnfbire : ‘The other part of this Corn-Trade was 
from Lynn in Norfolk, from Wells, and Burnham, 
and from Yarmouth, all inthe fame County; and 
the third Branch was from the River Medway, and 
from Milton, Feverfoam, Margate, and Sandwich, 
and all the other little Places and Ports round the 
Coaft of Kent and Effex. 

There wasalfo a very good Trade from the Coat 
of Suffolk with Corn, Butter and Cheefe; thele 
Vefiels kept a conftant Courfe of Trade, and with- 
out Interruption came up to that Market known 


* That Part of the River where the Ships lve up when they 
come Home, is call’d the Pool, and takes in all the River on both 
Sides of the Water, from the Tower to Cuckeld’s Point, and Lime- 
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ftill by the Name of Beay-Key, where they fupply’d 
the City plentifully with Corn, when Land Cartj- 
age began to fail, and when the People began to 
be fick of coming from many Places in the Country. 

This alfo was much of it owing to the Pru- 
dence and Condué of the Lord Mayor, who took 
fuch care to keep the Mafters and Seamen from 
Danger, when they came up, caufing their Cornto 
be bought off at any time they wanted a Market, 
( which however was very feldom )* and caufing the 
‘Corn-Factors immediately to unlade and deliver the 
Veffels loaden with Corn, that they had very little 
occafion to come out of their Ships or Veffels, the 
Moncy being always carried on Board to them, and 
put into'a Pail of Vinegar before it was car- 
ried. 

The fecond Trade was, that of Coals from New- 
cafile upon Tyne; without which the City would 
have been greatly diftreffed; for not in the Streets 
only, but in private Houfes and F amilies, great 
Quantities of Coals were then burnt, even all the 
Summer long, and when the Weather was hottett, 
which was done by the Advice of the Phyficians ; 
fome indeed oppos’d it, and infifted that to keep 
the Houfes and Rooms hot, was a:means to propa- 
gate the Diftemper, which was a Fermentation and 
Heat already in the Blood, that it was known to 
fpread, and increafe in hot Weather, and abate in 
cold, and therefore they alledg’d that all contagious 
Diftempers are the worfe for Heat, becaufe the Con- 
tagion was nourifhed, and gain’d Strength in hot 
Weather, and was as it were propagated in Heat. 

Others faid, they granted, that Heat in the Cli- 
mate might propagate Infeétion, as fultry hot Wea- 
ther fills the Air with Vermine, and nourithes innu- 
merable Numbers, and Kinds of venomous Creatures, 
which breed in our Food, in the Plants, and even in 

“our Bodies, by the very ftench of which, Infeétion 
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may be propagated; alfo, that heat in the Air, or 
heat of Weather, as we ordinarly call it, makes Bo- 
dies relax and faint, exhaufts the Spirits, opens the 
Pores, {id makes us more apt to receive Infection, 
or any evil Influence, be it from noxious peftilen- 
tial Vapors, or any other Thing inthe Air: But 
that the heat of Fire, and efpecially of Coal Fires 
kept in our Houfes, or near us, had a quite different 
Operation, the Heat being not of the fame Kind, 
but quick and fierce, tending not to nourifh but to 
confume, and diffipate all thofe noxious Fumes, 
which the other kind of Heat rather exhaled, and 
{tagnated, than feparated, and burnt up ; befides it 
was alledg’d, that the fulphurous and nitrous Parti- 
eles, that are often found to be in the Coal, with 
that bituminous Subftance which burns, are all af- 
fifting to clear and purge the Air, and render it 
wholfom and fafe to breath in, after the noétious 
Particles as above are difpers’d and burnt up. 

The latter Opinion prevail’d at that Time, and 
as I muft confefs I think with good Reafon, and 
the Experience of the Citizens confirm’d it, many 
Houfes which had conftant Fires kept inthe Rooms, 
having never been infected at all; and I muft join 
my Experience to it, for I found the keeping good 
Fires kept our Rooms {weet and wholfom, and Ido 
verily believe made our whole Family fo, more than 
would otherwife have been. 

But I return to the Goals as a Trade, it was with 
no little dificulty that this Trade was kept open, 
and particularly becaufe as we were in an open 
War with the Dutch, at that Time, the Datch 
Capers at firft took agreat many of our Collier 
Ships, which made the reft cautious, and made 
them to ftay to come in Fleets together: But after 
fome time, the Capers were either afraid to take 
them, or their Matters, the States, were afraid they 
fhould, and forbad them, left the Plague fhould be 
among 
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among them, which made them fare the bet< 
ter. 

For the Security of thofe Northern Traders, the 
Coal Ships were order’d by my Lord Mor, not 
to come up into the Pool above a certain Numbet 
at a Time, and order’d Lighters, and other Veffels, 
fuch as the Wood-mongers, that is the WV harf 
Keepers, or Coal-Sellers furnifhed, to go down, and 
take out the Coals as low as Deptford and Green- 
wich, and fome farther:down. 

Others deliver’d great Quantities of Coalsin par- 
ticular Places, where the Ships cou’d come to the 
Shoar, as at Greenwich, Blackwal, and other Pla- 
ces, in vaft Heaps, as if to be kept for Sale ; but 
were then fetch’d away, after the Ships which 
brought them were gone; fo that the Seamen had 
no Communication with the River-Men, nor fo 
much as came near one another. 

Yet all this Caution, could not effectually pre- 
vent the Diftemper getting among the Colliery, 
that is to fay, among the Ships, by which a great 
many Seamen died of it; and that which was {till 
worfe, was, that they carried it down to Lpfwich, 
and Yarmouth, to Newcaffle upon Tyne, and other 
Places on the Coaft; where, efpecially at Newea/fle 
and at Sunderland, it carried off a great Number of 
People. | 

The making fo many Fires as above, did indeed 
confume an unufual Quantity of Coals; and that up- 
on one or two ftops of the Ships coming up, whe- 
ther by contrary Weather, or by the Interruption 
of Enemies, I do not remember, but the Price of 
Coals was exceeding dear, even as high as 4 1. a 
Chalder, but it foon abated when the Ships came 
in, and as afterwards they hada freer Paffage, the 

Price was very reafonable all the reft of that Year. 
The publick Fires which were made on thefe 
Occafions, as I have calculated it, mutt pers 
ave 
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have coft the City about 200 Chalder of Coals a 
Week, if they had continued, which was in- 
deed a very great Quantity ; but as it was, thought 
neceflary, nothing was {par’d; however as fome of 
the Phyficians cry’dthem down, they werenot kept 
a-light above four or five Days; the Fires were or- 
der’d thus. 

One at the Cuffom-hou/fe, one at Billing gate, one 
at- Dueen-hith, and one at the Three Cranes, one in 
Black Friers, and one at the Gate of Bridewel, one 
at the Corner of Leadenhal Street, and Grace-church, 
one at the North, and one at the South Gate of the 
Royal Exchange, one at Guild Hall, and -one at 
Blackwell-hall Gate, one at the Lord Mayor’s Door, 
in St. Helens, one at the Weft Entrance in- 
to St. Pau?s, and one at the Entrance into Bow 
Church: I do notremember whether there was any 
at the City Gates, but one at the Bridge foot there 
was, juft by St. Magnus Church. 

I know, fome have quarrell’d fince that at the 
Experiment, and faid, that there died the more 
People, becaufe of thofe Fires; but I am perfuaded 
thofe that fay fo, offer no Evidence to prove it, 
neither can I believe it on any Account whatever. 

It remains to give fome Account of the State of 
‘Trade at home in Exgland during this dreadful 
Time, and particularly asit relates to the Manufac- 
tures, andthe Trade inthe City: At the firft break- 
ing out of the Infection, there was, as it is eafie to 
fuppofe, a very great fright among the People, and 
confequently a general ftop of ‘Trade; except in 
Provifions and Neceflaries of Life, and even: in 
thofe Things, as there was a vaft Number of People 
fled, and a very great Number always fick, befides 
_ the Number which died, fo there could not be 
above two Thirds, if. above one Half of the Con- 
fumption of Provifions in the City as ufed to be. : 
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It pleas’d God, to fend a very plentiful Year of 
Corn and Fruit, but not of Hay or Grafs; by 
which means, Bread was cheap, by Reafon of the 
Plenty of Corn: Fleth was cheap, by Reafon of 
the Scarcity of Grafs; but Butter and Cheele were 
dear for the fame Reafon, and Hay in the Market 
juft beyond White-Chapel Bars, was fold at 4 1. per 
Load: But that affeéted not the Poor; there was 
a moft exceflive Plenty of all Sorts of F ruit, fuch 
as Apples, Pears, Plumbs, Cherries, Grapes; and 
they were the cheaper, becaufe of the want of Peo- 
ple; but this made the Poor eat them to excefs, and 
this brought them into Fluxes, griping of the Guts, 
Surfeits, andthe like, which often precipitated them 
into the Plague. 

But to come to Matters of Trade ; firft, Foreign 
Exportation being ftopt, or at leaft very much in- 
terrupted, and rendred difficult; a general Stop 
ofall thofe Manufaétories followed of Courfe, which 
were ufually bought for Exportation; and tho’ fome- 
times Merchants Abroad were importunate for 
Goods, yet little was fent, the Paflages being fo 
generally ftop’d, that the Engl’ Ships would not 
be admitted, asis faid already, into their Port. 

This put a ftop to the Manufactures, that were 
for Exportation in moft Parts of England, eXCcept in 
fome out Ports ; and even that was foon {top’d, 
for they all hed the Plague in their Turn: Buttho’ 
this. was felt all over England, yet what was {till 
worfe, all Intercourfe of Trade for Home Confump- 
tion of Manufactures, efpécially thofe which ufu- 
ally circulated thro’ the Londoner's Hands, was {top’d 
at once, the Trade of the City being ftop’d. 

All Kinds of Handicrafts in the City, €?c. Tradef 
men and Mechanicks, were, as I have faid be~ 
fore, out of Employ, and this occafion’d the putting 
off, and “iene an innumerable Number of Jour- 
ney-men, and Work-men of all Sorts, {eeing no- 

; thing 


thing was done relating to fuch Trades, but what 
might be faid to be abfolutely neceflary. 

This caufed the Multitude of fingle People in 
London to be unprovided for; as alfo of Families, 
Whofe living depended upon the Labour of the 
Heads of thofe Families; I fay, this reducéd them 
to extream Mifery; and I mutt confefs it is for the 
Honour of the City of Londos, and will be for 
many Ages, as long as this is to be fpoken of, that 
they were able to fupply with charitable Provifion, 
the Wants of fo many Thoufands of thofe as after 
wards fell fick, and were diftreffed; fo that it may 
be fafely aver’d that no Body perithed for W ant, 
at left that the Magiftrates had any notice given 
them of. 

This Stagnation of our Manufaturing Trade in’ 
the Country, would have put the People there to 
much greater Difficulties, but that the Mafter- 
Workmen, Clothiers and others, to the uttermoft of 
their Stocks and Strength, kept on making their 
Goods to keep the Poor at Work, believing that 
as foon asthe SicknefS fhould abate, they would have 
a quick Demand in Proportion to the Decay of 
their Trade at that Time: But as none but thofe 
Matters that were rich could do’ thus, and that 
many were poor and not able, the Manufacturing 
Trade in England fuffer’d greatly, and the Poor 
were pinch’d all over England by the Calamity of 
the City of London only. : 

{tis true, that the next Year made them full 
amends by another terrible Calamity upon the City ; 
fo that the City by one Calamity impoverithed and 
weaken’d the Country, and by another Calamity 
even terrible too of its Kind, enrich’d the Country 
and made them apainamends: For an infinite Quan- 
tity of Houfhold Stuff, wearing Apparel, and other 
Things, befides whole Ware-houfes fill’d with 
Merchandize and Manufaéturies, fuch as come from 
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all Parts of England, were confum’d in the Fire of 
London, the next Year after thisterrible Vifitation: 
[t-is incredible what a Trade this made all. over the 
whole Kingdom, to make good the Want, and to 
fupply that Lofs: So that, in fhort, all the manufactur- 
ing Hands in the Nation were fet on Work, and 
were little enough, for: feveral Years, to fupply the 
Market and an{werthe Demandy,; all Foreign Mar- 
kets, allo were empty of our Goods, by the ftop 
which had been occafioned by the Plague, and be- 
fore an open Trade was allow’d again ; and the 
prodigious Demand at Home falling in join’d to 
make a quick Vent for all Sorts of Goods; fo that 
there never was known fuch a Trade all over Exg- 
land for the 'Time, as was in the firft feven Years 
after the Plague, and after the Fire of London. 

It remains now, that I fhould fay fomething of 
the merciful Part of this terrible Judgment: The 
lait Week in September, the Plague being come to 
its Crifis, its Fury began to aflwage. I remember 
my Friend Doctor Heath coming to fee me the 
Week before, told me, he was fure that the Vio- 
lence of it would affwage in a few Days; but when 
Ifaw the weekly Bill of that Week, which was 
the higheft of the whole Year, being 8297 of all 
Difeafes, I upbraided him with it, and afk’d him, 
what he had made his Judgment from? His Anfwer, 
however, was not fo much to feek, as I thought it 
would have been; look you, /ays be, by the Number 
which are at this Time fick and infected,there fhould 
have been twenty Thoufand dead the lait Week, in-. 
{tead of eight 'Thoufand,if the inveterate mortal Con- 
tagion had been, as it was two Weeks ago; for then 
it ordinarily kil’d in two or three Days, now 
not under Eight or Ten; and then not above One 
in Five recovered ; whereas I have obferv’d, that 
now not above 'T'wo in Five mifcarry; and obferve 
it trom me, the next Bill will decreafe, and you 
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but (as above ) the Malignity of the Difeafe abated, 
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will fee many more People recover than ufed to do ; 
for tho’ a vait Multitude are now every where in- 
fected, and as many every Day fall fick; yet there 
will not fo many die as there did, for the Maligni- 
ty of the Diftemper is abated’ adding, that he be- 
8an now to hope, nay more than hope, that the 
_Anfection had pafs*d its Crifissand was going off ; and 


accordingly fo it was, for the next Weck being, as 
Tfaid, the laf in September, the Bill decreafed ale 


moft two Thoufand. 

It is true} the Plague was ftill at a frightful 
Height, andthe next Bill was no JefS than 6460, and 
the next to that y720; but full my Friend’s Obfer- 
Vation was juft, and it did appear the People did re- 
cover fafter, and more in Number, than they ufed 
todos and indeed if it had not been fo, what had been 
the Condition of the City of London? for accord- 
ing to my Friend there were not fewer than fixty 
ThoufandPeople at that Time infected, whereof, as 
above, 20477 died, and near 40000 recovered; where- 
as had it been as it was betore, Fifty thoufand of 
that Number would very probably have died, if 
not more, and s0000 more would have fickned; for 
ina Word, the whole Mafs of People. began to 
ficken, and it look’d as if none would e{cape, 

But this Remark of my Friend’s appear’d more 
evident ina few Weeks more; for the Decredfe 
went on, and another Weck in Ogober it decreas’d 
1849. So that the Number dead of the Plague 
was but 2665, and the next Week it decrealed 


than ordinary, and abundance fell fick every Day, 


av 


but I faw it apparently here, that as upon the fir 
2 2 Fright 
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Fright of the Infection, they fhun’d one another, 
and fled from one another’s Houfes, and from the 
City with an unaccountable, and, as I thought, un- 
neceflary Fright; fo now upon this Notion {pread- 
ing, (viz.) that the Dittemper was not fo catch- 
ing as formerly, andthatif it wascatch’d, 1t was not 
fo mortal, and feeing abundance of People 
who really fell fick, recover again daily, they 
took to fuch a precipitant Courage, and grew fo 
entirely regardleis of themfelves, and of the Infec- 
tion, that they made no more of the Plague than 
of an ordinary Fever, nor indeed fo much; they not 
only went boldly into Company, with thofe who 
had Tumours and Carbuncles upon them, that were 
running, and confequently contagious, but eat and 
drank with them, nay into their Houfes to vifit 
them, and even, as I was told, into their very Cham- 
bers where they lay fick. 

This 1 cou’d not fee rational; my Friend Doc- 
tor Heath allow’d, and it was plain to Experi- 
ence, that the Diftemper was as catching as ever, 
and as many fell fick, but only he alledg’d, that fo 
many of thofe that fell fick did not die; but I think 
that while many did die, and that, at beft, the Di- 
{temper it felf was very terrible, the Sores and 
Swellings yery tormenting, and the Danger of 
Death not left out of the Circumftance of Sicknefs, 
tho’ not fo frequent as before; all thofe things, toge- 
ther with the exceeding Tedioufnefs of the Cure, the 
Toathfomnefs of the Difeafe, and many other Articles, 
were enough to deter any Man living from a dan- 
gerous Mixture with the fick People,and make them 
as anxious almoft to avoid the Tnfeétion as before. 

Nay there was another Thing which made the 
meer catching of the Diftemper frighttul,, amd that 
was the terrible burning of the Caufticks, which 
the Surgeons laid on the Swellings to bring them 
to break, and to. run ; without which the Danger 
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of Death was very great, even to the laft; alfo the 
unfufferable Torment of the Swellings, which tho’ 
it might not make People raving and diftracted, as 
they were before, and as I have given feveral In- 
{tances of already, yet they put the Patient to in- 
éxpreffible Torture; and thofe that fell into it, tho’ 
they did efcape with Life, yet they made bitter Com- 
plaints of thofe, that had told them there was no Dan- 
ger,and fadly repented their Rafhnelfs and Folly in yen- 
turing.to run into the reach of it. ) 

Nor did this unwary Conduct of the People 
end here, for a great many that thus caft off their 
Cautions fuffered more deeply ftill,; and tho’ many 
efcap’d, yetjmany died; andat leaft it had this pub- 
lick Mifchief attending it, that it made the De- 
¢reafe of Burials flower than it would otherwife 
have been; for.as this Notion run like Lightning 
thro’ the City, and People Heads were poffefs’d 
With it, even as foon as the firft great Decreafe in 
the Bills appear’d, we found, that the two next 
Bills. did not decreafe in Proportion; the Reafon J 
take to be the Peoples running fo rafhly into Dan- 
ger, giving up all their former Cautions, and Care, 
and all the Shynefs which they ufed to practile,; de- 
pending. that the Sicknefs would not reach them, 
or that-if it did, they fhould not die. 

The Phyficians oppos’d this thoughtlefs Hu- 
mour of the People with all their Might, and gave 
out printed Directions, fpreading them all over the 
City and Suburbs, advifing the People to continue 
referv’d,and to ufe {till the utmoft Caution in their or- 
dinary Conduct, notwithftanding the Decreafe of the 
Diftemper, terrifying them with the Danger of bring 
ing a Relapfe uponthe whole City, and telling them 
how fuch 4 Relapfe might be more fatal and dan- 
gerous than the whole Vifitation that had been 
already ; with many Arguments and Reafons to ex- 
plain and-prove that part to them, and which are 
t6o long to repeat here. 

But 
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But it was all to no Purpofe, the audacious Crea- 
tures were fo poflefs’d with the firft Joy, and fo 
furpriz’d with the Satisfaétion of fecing a vaft De- 
creafe in the weekly Bills, that they were impene- 
trable by any new Terrors, and would not be per- 
{uaded, but that the Bitternefs of Death was pafs’d ; 
and it was to no more purpofe to talk to them, 
than to an Eaft-wind; but they open’d Shops, went 
about Streets, did Bufinefs, and converfed with any 
Body that came in their Way to converfe with, 
whether with Bufinefs, or without, neither ingui- 
ring of their Health, or fo muchas being Apprehen- 
five of any Danger from them, tho’ they knew 
them not to be found. | 

This imprudent rafh Conduct coft’a great many 
their Lives, who had with great Care and Caution 
fhut themfelves up, and kept retir’d as it were from 
all Mankind, and had by that means, under God’s 
Providence, been preferv’d thro’ all the heat of that 

Infection. 

This rath and foolifh Conduét, J /ay, of the People 
went fo far, that the Minifters took notice to them 
of it at laft, and laid before them both the Foll 
and Danger of it; and this check’d ita little, fo 
that they grew more cautious, but it had another 
Effect, which they cou’d not check; for as the firft 
Rumour had fpread not over the City only, but in- 
to the Country, it had the like Effect, and the Peo- 

ple were fo ti’d with being fo long from London, 
and {fo eager to come back, that they flock’d to 
Lown without Fear or Forecaft, and began to thew 
themfelves in the Streets, as if all the Danger was 
over: It was indeed furprifing to feeit, for tho’ there 
died fill from a Thoufand to eighteen Hundred a 
Week, yet the People flock’d to Town, as if all 
had been well, 

The Confequence of this was, that the. Billsen- 
greas’d again Four Hundred the very firft Week in 
November, 
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November; and if I might believe the Phyficians, 
there was above three Thoufand fell fick that 
Week, moft of them new Comers too. | 

On FOHN COC K,a Barberin St. Martins le 
Grand, was an eminent Example of this; T mean 
of the hafty Return of the People, when: the 
Plague was abated: This ohn Cock had left the 
‘Fown with his whole Family, and lock’d up his 
Houfe, and was gone in the Country, as many 
others did, and finding the Plague fo decreas’d in 
November, that there died but 905 per Week of 
all Difeafes, he ventur’d home again; he had in his 
Family Ten Perfons, that is to fay, himfelf and 
Wife, five Children, two Apprentices, and a Maid 
Servant; he had not been return’d to his Houfe 
above a Week, and began to open his Shop, and 
carry on his Trade, but the Diftemper broke out 
in his Family, and within about five Days they all 
died, except one, that 1s to fay, himfelf, his Wife, 
all his five Children, and his two Apprentices, and 
only the Maid remain’d alive. 


4 < 
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fome fharp Frofts; and thisencreafing ftill, moft 
thofe that had fallen fick recover’d, and the Healr 
of the City began to return: There were indeed fome 
Returns of the Diftemper, even in the Month o 
December, and the Bills encreafed near'a Hundred; 
but it went off again and fo in a fhort while, 
‘Things began to return to theirown Channel. And 
wonderful it was to fee how populous the City wag 
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were fome, there was no want of: 'Fenants. for 
them. 

I with I cou’d fay, that as. the ‘City, had a new, 
Face, fo. the. Manners of the People had a:new; Ap- 
pearance : I doubt not but there were many. that 
retain’d. a, fincere-Senfe of. their Deliverance, and 
that: were heartily, thankful. to. that fovereign Hand, 
that had proteéted them in. fo dangerous a.'Time; it 
would. be very, uncharitablee to judge. otherwife. in 
a City fo populous, and where the People were.fo 
devout, as they were here in the Bime of the Vif. 
tation it felf;, but: except what: of this was to. be. 
found in particular Hamilies, and: Paces, it-muft be 
acknowledg’d that. the general Praétice.of: the Peo- 
ple was juit:as it was before, and very. little Difference 
was to be feen. 

Some. indeed: faid Things: were worfe, that the. 
Morals of. the People declin’d from. this vere time ; 
that, the People harden’d by. the. Danger they had 
been in, like. Sea-men. after’ a Storm: is over, were 
more wicked and more ftupid,. more bold: and 
hardened. in their. Vices.and Immoralities than they 
were before ; but. Iwill not carry. it fo. far-neither-: 
{t would take up a Hittory of no. {mall Length, 
to give a. Particular. of all the Gradations, by which 
the.Courfe. of Things. in. this City. came-to- be- re- 

ftor’d again, and: to. run.in their own Channel as: 
they did: before. | 

Some Parts of Englandwerenow infected as violent- 
ly as Loudon had-been; the.Cities.of Norwich, Peter. 
borough, Lincola, Colcheftery and: other. Places- were. 
now viliteds and the, Magiftrates of: London began to {ét- 

Rules. for.our Conducéts. as to correfponding with 

thofe, Cities: Ie: is true, we could not pretend to: 

forbid their. People coming-to. Loudon, becaufé it- 
was -1mpoflible,to. know- them alfiinder, fo-after many~ 

Confaitationss the Lord Mayor, and Court-of Al- 

dermen wore: oblig’d.to.drop it: All they. cou’d do, 


was 
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was to warn and caution the People, not to enter- 
tain in their Houfes, or converfe with any People 
who they knew came from fuch infeéted Places. 

But they might as well have talk’d to the Alfy, 
for the People of Londo» thought themfelves fo 
Plague-free now, that they were paft all Admoniti« 
ons; they feem’d. rodepend upon it, that the Air 
was reftor’d, and'that the Air was like a Man that 
had had the Small Pox,not capable of'being: infected: 
again; this reviv’d that Notion, that the InfeGion 
was all'in the Air, that there was no fuch thing as. 
Contagion: from the fick People to the Sound, and! 
fo ftrongly did this, Whimfy prevail among Peo- 
ple, that they run all together promifcuoufly, fick 
and well; not. the Mabometans, who, prepoffefs’d 
with the Principle of Predeftination value nothing 
of Contagion, let itbe in what it will, could be 
more obitinate than the People of London ;. they: 
that were perfectly found, and came out of the 
wholefome Air, as we call it, into the City,. made 
nothing of going into the fame Houfes and Cham- 
bers nay. even into the fame Beds, with thofe that 
had the Diftemper upon.them, and were not reco- 
vered. 

Some indeed paid for their audacious Boldnefg 
with the Price of their Lives; an infinite Num- 
ber fell fick,. andthe Phyficians had more Work 
than ever, only with this Difference, that more of 
their Patients recovered; "that is to fay, they gene- 
rally recovered, but.certainly there were more Peo- 
ple infected, and ‘fell fick: now, when there did not: 
die. above a Thoufand, or. Twelve Hundred in a 
Week,. than there was when there. died: Five or 
81x Thoufand a Week; {fo entirely negligent were 
the People at that Time, in the great and dangerous 
Cafe of. Health and Infection; and fo ill were 
they, able to take or accept of the Advice of 
thole- who cautioned them for their Good. di 
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The People being thus return’d, as it were in ge~ 
neral, it was very itrange to find, that in their in- 
quiring after their Friends, fome whole Families 
were fo entirely {wept away, that there was no Re- 
membrance of them left ; neither was any Body to 
be found to poffefs or fhew any Title to that little 
they had left ; for in fuch Cafes, what was to be 
found was generally embezzled, and purloyn’d fome 
gone one way, fome another. 

It was faid {uch abandon’d Effects,came to theKing 
as the univerfal Heir,zuapon which we were told, and'l 
fuppofe it wasin parttrue, thatthe King granted all 
fuch as Deodands to the Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen of London, to beappliedto theufe of the 
Poor, of whom there were very many: For it is to 
be obferv’d, that tho’ the Occafions of Relief, and 
the Objects of Diftrefs were very many more in the 
Time of the Violence of the Plague, than now 
after all was over; yet the Diftrefs of the Poor was 
more now, a great deal than it was then, becaufe 
all the Sluces of general Charity were now fhut ; 
People fuppos’d the main Occafion to be over, and 
fo ftop’d their Hands; whereas particular Objeéts 
were ftill very moving, and the Diftrefs of thofe 
that were Poor, was very great indeed. : 

Tho’ the Health of the City was now very much 
reftor’d, yet Foreign Trade did not begin to ftir, 
neither would Foreigners admit our Ships into their 
Ports for a great while; as for the Dutch, the Mif- 
underftandings between our Court and them had bro- 
ken out into a W'ar the Year before; fo that: our 
‘Trade that way was wholly interrupted; but Spaiz 
and Portugal, Ltaly and Barbary, as allo Hamburgh, 
and all the Ports in the Baltick, thefe were all thy 
of usa great while, and would not reftore Trade with 
us for many Months. | 

The Dittemper {weeping away fuch Multitudes, 
as 1 have obferv’d, many, if not all the out Parithes 

| a were 


the PLAGU-E. 267 


were oblig’d to make new burying Grounds, be- 
fides that I have mention’d in Bunbil-Fields, fome 
of which were continued, and remain in Ufe to 
this Day; but others were left off, and which, I 
confefs, I mention with fome Refleétion, being 
converted into other Ufes, or built upon afterwards, 
the dead Bodies were difturb’d, abus’d, dug up 
again, fome even before the Flefh of them was pe- 
rifhed from the Bones, and remov’d like Dung or 
Rubbith to other Places; fome of thofe which came 
within the Reach of my Obfervation, are as fol- 
low. 

1. A piece of Ground beyond Go/wel Street, 
near Mount-Mill, being fome of the Remains of 
the old Lines or Fortifications of the City, where 
Abundance were buried promifcuoufly from the Pa- 
rifhes of /der/feate, Clerkenwell, and-even out of 
the City. This Ground, as I take it, was fince 
made a Phyfick Garden, and after that has been 
built upon. 

2. A piece of Ground juft over the Black Ditch, 
as it was then call’d, at the end of Holloway Lane, 
in Shoreditch Parifh; it has been fince made a Yard 
for keeping Hogs, and for other ordinary Ufes, but 
is quite out of Ufe as a burying Ground. 

3. The upper End of Hland-Alley in Bifbopfeate 
Street, which was then a green Field, and was ta-~ 
ken in particularly for Bi/hop/gate Parith, tho” many 
of the Carts out of the City brought their dead 
thither alfo, particularly out of the Parith of St. ///- 
hallows on the Wall; this Place I cannot mention 
without much Regret, it was, asf remember, about 
two or three Year after the Plague was ceas’d that 
Sir Robert Clayton came to be poffett of the Ground; 
it was reported, how true I know not, that it fell 
to the King for want of Heirs, all thofe who had 
any Right to it being carried off by the Peftilence, 
and that Sir Rodert Clayton obtain’d a Grant of it 

irom 
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from King Charles If. But however he camé by 
it,, certain it is, the Ground was let out to build 
on, or built upon by his Order : The firft Houfe 
built upon it was a large fair Houfe ftill ftanding, 
which faces the Street,or Way, now call’d Hand- 
Alleys, which, tho’ call’d an ley, is as. wide as a 
Street: The Houfes in the fame Row with that. 
Houfe WNorthward, are built om.the very fame 
Ground where the poor People were buried, and 
the Bodies on opening the Ground for the Foun- 
dations,were dug up, fome of them remaining fo 
plain to be feen, that the Womens Sculls were di- 
{tinguifh’d. by their long Hair, and of others, the 
_ Fleth. was not quite perifhed; fo that the People be- 
gan to:exclaim loudly againftit, and fome fuggefted 
that it might endanger a Return of the Contagi- 
on: After which the Bones and Bodies, as faft as 
they came at them, were carried to another part of 
the fame Ground, and thrown all together into a 
deep Pit,, dug on purpofe, which now is to be 
Known, in that it is not built on, but is. a’ Paflage 
to another Houfe, at the upper end of Ro/e Alley, 
juft. againft the Door of a Meeting-houfe,which has 
been built there many Years fince; and the Ground 
is palifadoed off from the reft of the. Paflage,. in a 
little fquare, there lye the Bones and’ Remains of 
near. Two. thoufand Bodies,, carried by the Dead- 
Carts to to their Grave’in that one Year. 

4, Befides:this, there was a piece of Grourid in 
Moorfields,, by, the going: into the Street which. is: 
now. call’d. Old. Betblem,. which was-enlarg’d much, 
tho? not. wholly taken: in on the fame occafion. 

N. B. The Author of this Journal, lyes buried: 
inithat very Ground,, being.at his own Defire, his 
Sifter. having been buried there a few Years be- 
fore. | | 

s. Stepney, Parifh,. extending it felf from the Haft 
part-of Loudon to the North, even to the very 
: | Edge 
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Edge of Shoreditch Church-yard, had a piece of 
Ground taken in to bury their Dead, clofe to the 
faid Church-yard; and which for that very Reafon was 
left open,and is fince, I fuppofe, taken into the fame 
Church-yard; andthey had alfo two other burying 
Places in Spittlefieldsy one where fince a Chapel or 
Tabernacle has been built for eafe to this great 
‘Parifh, and another in Petticoat-lane. 

There were no lefs than Five other Grounds 
made ufe of for the Parifh of Stepuey at that time; 
one where now ftands the Parifh Church of Sr. 
Paul’s Shadwel, and the other, where now {ftands 
the Parifh Church of St. Fobn at Wapping, both 
which had not the Names of Parifhes at that time, 
but were belonging to Stepney Parifh. 

I cou’d name many more, but thefe coming 
within my particular Knowledge, the Circumftance 
I thought made it of Ufe to record them; from 
the whole, it may be obferv’d, that they were ob- 
lig’d in this Time of Diftrefs, to take in new bury- 
ing Grounds in moft of the out Parifhes, for lay- 
ing the prodigious Numbers of People which died 
in fo fhort a Space of Time; but why Care was not 
taken to keep thofe Places feparate from ordinary 
Ules, that fo the Bodies might reft undifturb’d, 
that I cannot anfwer for, and muft confefs, I think ir 
was wrong; who-were to blame, | know not. 

I fhould have mention’d, that the Quakers had 
at that time alfo a burying Ground, fet a-part to 
their Ufe, and which they ftill make ufe of, and 
they had alfo a particular dead Cart to fetch their 
Dead from their Houfes ; and the famous Solomon 
Eagle, who, as 1 mentioned before, had predicted the 
Plague as a Judgment, and run naked thro’ the 
Streets, telling the People, that it was come upon 
them, to punifh them for their Sins, had his own 
Wife died the very next Day of the Plague, 
and 
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and was carried one of the firft in the Quakers 
dead Cart, to their new burying Ground. 

1 might have throng’d this Account with man 
more remarkable Things, which occur’din the Time 
of the Infe&ion, and particularly what pafs’d be- 
tween the Lord Mayor and the Court, which was 
then at Oxford, and what Diteétions were from 
time to time receiv’d from the Government for 
their Conduét on this critical Occafion. But really 
the Court concern’d themfelves {6 little, and that 
little they did was of fo {mall Import, that I do 
not fee it of much Moment to mention any Part 
of it here, except that of appointing a Monthly 
Fait in the City, and the fending the Royal Chari- 
ty to the Relief of the Poor, both which I have 
mention’d before. 

Great was the Reproach thrown on thofe Phyfi- 
cians who left their Patients during the Sicknefs, 
and now they came to Town again, no Body car’d 
to employ them; they were call’d Deferters, and 
frequently Bills were fet up upon their Doors, and 

written, [Here is a Doétor to be let! So that feveral 
of thofe Phyficians were fain for a while to fit {till 
and look about ttm, or at Jeatt remove their Dwel- 
lings, and fetup in new Places, and among new 

cquaintance; the like was the Cafe with the Clergy, 
who the People were indeed very abufive to, writ- 
ing Veries and fcandalous Reflections upon them, 
fetting upon the Church Door, here is a Pulpit to 
be lets or fometimes to be fold, which was worte. 

It was not the leaft of our Misfortunes,that with 
our Infection, when it ceafed, there did not ceafe the 
Spirit of Strife and Contention,Slander and Reproach, 
which was reallythe great Troubler of the Nation’s 
Peace before: It was {aid to be the Remains of the 
old Animofities, which had fo lately involv’d us all 
in Blood and Diforder. But'as the late AG of In« 
demnity had laid afleep the Quarrel it felf, fo the 

| Govern- 
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Government had recommended Family and Perfo- 
nal Peace upon all Occafions, to the whole Na- 
tion. 

But itcou’d not be obtain’d, and particularly after 
the ceafing of the Plague in Lozdon, when any one 
that had feen the Condition which the People had 
been in, and howthey carefs’d one another at that 
time, promis’d to have more Charity for the future, 
and to raife no more Reproaches: I fay, any one 
that had {een them then, would have thought they 
would have come together with another Spirit at 
Jaft. But, I fay, it cou’d not be obtain’d; the Qua- 
rel remain’d, the Church and the Prefbyterians 
were incompatible ; as foon as the Plague was re- 
mov’d, the diffenting outed Minifters who had 
fupplied the Pulpits, which were deferted by the 
Incumbents, retir’d, they cou’d expect no other ; 
but that they fhould immediately fall upom them, 
and harrafs them, with their penal Laws, accept 
their preaching while they were fick, and perfecute 
thern as foon as they were recoyer’d again, thiseven 
we that were of the Church thought was very 
hard, and cou’d by no means approve of it. 

But it was the Government, and we cou’d fay 
nothing to hinderit; we cou’d only fay, it was not 
our doing, and we could not anfwer for it. 

On the other Hand, the Diffenters reproaching 
thofe Minifters of the Church with going away, 
and deferting their Charge, abandoning the People 
in their Danger, and when they had moft need of 
Comfort and the like, this we cou’d by no means 
approve; for all Men have not the fame Faith, and 
the fame Courage, and the Scripture commands us 
to judge the moft favourably, and according: to Cha- 
rity. 

A Plague is a formidable Enemy, and is arm’d 
with Terrors, that every Man is not fufficiently 
fortified to refift, or prepar’d to ftand the Shock 
againtt ; 
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againtt; It is very ‘certain, that a great many 
of the Clergy, who were in Circumftatces to do it, 
withdrew, and fled for the Safety of their Lives, - 
but "tis true alfo, that a great many of them ftaid, 
and many of them fell in the Calamity, and in ‘the 
Difcharge of their Duty. 

It is true, fome of the Diffenting turn’d out Mi- 
nifters ftaid, and their Courage is to be commend- 
ed, and highly valued, but thefe were not abun 
dance; it cannot be faid that they all ftaid, and 
that none retir’d into the Country, any more than 
it can be faid of the Church Clergy, that they all 
went aways neither did all thofe that. went away, 
go without fubftituting Curates, and others in their 
Places, todo the Offices needful, and to vific the 
Sick, as far as it was practicable; fo that upon the 
whole, an Allowance of Charity might have been 
made on both Sides, and we fhould have confider’d, 
that fuch a timeas this of 1665, isnot to be patallel’d 
in Hittory, and that it is not the ftoutett Courage 
that will always fupport Men in fach Cafes; I had 
not faid this, but had rather chofen to record 
the Courage and religious Zeal of tho of both 
Sides, who did hazard themfelves for the Service of 
the poor People in their Diftref&, without réetiem- 
bring that any fail’d in their Duty on either fide. 
But the want of Temper among us, has made 
the contrary to this neceflary 5 fome that {taid, not 
only boafting tog much of themfelves, but revil- 
ing thofe that fled, branding them with Gowardice, 
deferting their Flocks, and acting the Part of the 
Hirleing, andthe like: I recommend it to the Oha- 
rity ofall good People to look back, and reflee& duly 
upon the Terrors of the Time; and whoever does 
fo willfee, that it is not an ordinary Strength that 
cou’d {upport it, it was not like appearing in the 
Head of an Army, or.charging a Body of Horfe 
inthe Field; but it was charging Death it felf 
on 
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oh his pale Horfes to flay was indeed to die, andit 
could be efteemed nothing lefs, efpecially as things 
appear’d at the latter End of duguj?, and the Be- 
ginning of September, and as there was reafon to 
expect them at that time; for no Man expected, 
and I dare fay, believed, that the Diftemper would 
take fo fudden a Turn as it did, and fall itmme- 
diately 2000 in a Week, when there was fuch a 
prodigious Number of People fick at that Time, 
as it was known there was; and then it was that 
many fhifted away, that had ftay’d moft of the time 
before. 

Befides, if God gave Strength to fome more than 
to others, was it to boaft of their Ability to abide 
the Stroak, and upbraid thofethat had not the fame 
Giftand Support, or ought not they rather to have 
been humble and thankful, if they were render’d 
more ufeful than their Brethren ? 

I think it ought to be recorded to the Honour of 
fuch Men, as well Clergy as Phyficians, Sur- 
geons, Apothecaries, Magiftrates and Officers of 
every kind,as alfo all ufeful People,who ventur’d their 
Lives in Difcharge of their Duty, as moft cer- 
tainly all fuch as ftay’d did to the laft Degree, 
and feveral of all thefe Kinds did not only venture 
but lofe their Lives on that fad Occafion. 

I was once making a Lift of all fuch, 1 mean of 
all thofe Profeffions and Employments,, who thus 
died, as I call it, inthe way of their Duty, but it 
was impoflible for a private Man to come at & 
Certainty inthe Particulats ; I only remember, that 
there died fixteen Clergy-men, two Aldermen, five 
Phyficians, thirteen Surgeons, within the City and 
Liberties before the beginning of September : But 
this being, as I faid before, the great Crifis and Extre- 
mity of theInfection, it can be no compleat Lift: As 
to inferior People, 1 think there died fix and forty 
T Con- 
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Contftables and Heatboroughs in the two Parifhes of 
Stepney and White-Chapel; but I could not carry 
my Lifton, for when the violent Rage of the Di- 
{temper in September came upon us, it drove usout 
of all Meafures : Men did then no moredie by Tale 
and by Number, they might put out a Weekly 
Bill, and call them feven or eight Thoufand, or 
what they pleas’d; ’tis certain they died by Heaps, 
and were buried by Heaps, that is to fay without Ac- 
Count ; and if I might believe fome People, who 
were more abroad and more converfant with thofe 
things than I, tho’ I was public enough for one 
that had no more Bufinefs to do than I had, I fay, 
if [may believe them, there was not many lefs bu« 
ried thofe firft three Weeks in September than 20000 
per Weck ; however the others aver the Truth of 
it, yet I rather chufe to keep to the public Account ; 
feven and eight thoufand per Week is enough to 
make good all that [have faid of the Terror of thofe 
Times; and it is much to the Satisfaction of me 
that write, as well as thofe that read, to be able to 
fay, that every thing is fet down with Moderation, 
and rather within Compafs than beyond it. | 

Upon all thefe Accounts I fay I could with, when 
we were recover’d, .our Conduét had been more 
diftinguith’d for Charity and Kindnefs in Remem- 
brance of the paft Calamity, and not fo much a 
valuing our felves upon our Boldnefs in {taying, as 
if all Men were Cowards that fly from the Hand 
of God, or that thofe, who ftay, do not fometimes 
owe their Courage to their Ignorance, and defpifing 
the Hand of their Maker, which is a criminal kind 
of Defperation, and not a true Courage. 

I cannot but leave it upon Record, that the Civil 
Officers, fuch as Conftables Headboroughs,. Lord 
Mayor’s, and Sheriffs-men, as.alfo Parifh-Officers, 
whole Bufinefs it was to take Charge of the bets 
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did their Duties in general with as much Courage 
as any, and perhaps with more, becaufe their Work 
was attended with more Hazards,* and lay more 
among the Poor, who were more {ubjeét to be in- 
fected and in the moft pitiful Plight when they were 
taken with the Infection: But then it mutt be ad- 
ded too, thata great Number of them died, indeed it 
was {carce poflible it fhould be otherwife. 

I have not faid one Word here about the Phyfictk 

or Preparations that we ordinarily made ufe of on this 
terrible Occafion, I mean we that went frequently 
abroad up and down Street, as I did; much of this 
was talk’d of in the Books and Bills of our Quack 
Dottors; of whom I hate faid enough already. 
It may however be added, that the College of Phy- 
ficians were daily publifhing feveral Preparations, 
which they had confider’d of in the Procefs of their 
Practice, and which being to be had in Print, ] 
avoid repeating them for that reafon. 
_ One thing I could not help obferving, what be- 
fell one of the Quacks; who publith’d that he had a 
moft excellent Prelervative againft the Plague; which 
whoever kept about them, fhould never be in 
rected, or liable to Infeétion; this Man, who we 
may reafonably fuppofe, did not go abroad without 
fome of this excellent Prefervative in his Pocket, yet 
was taken by thé Diftemper, and carry’d off in two 
or three Days 

[am not of the Number of the Phyfic-Haters, 
or Phyfic-Defpifers ; on the contrary, I have often 
mentioned the regard I had to the Diétates of my 
particular Friend Dr. Heath ; but yet I muft ac- 
knowledges I made ufe of little or nothings except 
as I have obferv’d, to keep a Preparation of ftrong 
Scent to have ready, in cafe I met with any thing 
of offenfive Smells, or went too near any burying 
places or dead Body. 
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Neither did Ido, what I know fome did, keep 
the Spirits always high and hot with Cordials, and 
Wine, and fuch things, and which, as I obferv’d, one 
learned Phyfician ufed himfelf fo much to, as that 
he could not leave them off when the Infeétion was 
quite gone, and fo became a Sot for all his Life 
atter. 

I remember, my Friend the Doétor us’d to fay, 
that there wasa certain Set of Drugs andPreparations, 
which were all certainly good and ufeful in the cafe 
of an Infection ; out of which, or with which, Phy- 
ficians might make an infinite Variety of Medicines, 
as the Ringers of Bells make feveral Hundred diffe- 
rent Rounds of Mufick by the changing and Or- 
der of Sound but in fix Bells; and that all thefePrepara- 
tions fhall be really very good ; therefore, faid he, Ido 
not wonder that fo vaita Throng of Medicines is of- 
ffer’d in theprefent Calamity ; and almoft every Phyfi- 
cian prefcribes or prepares a different thing, as his 
Judgment or Experience guides him: but, fays 
my Friend, let all the Prefcriptions of all the Phy- 
ficians in London be examined; and it will be found, 
that they are all compounded of the fame things, 
with fuch Variations only, as the particular Fancy 
of the Doctor leads him to; fo that, fays he, every 
Man judging a little of his own Conttitution and 
manner of his living, and Circumftances of 
his being infected, may direct his own Medicines 
out of the ordinary Drugs and Preparations : 
Only that, fays he, {ome recommend one thing as 
moft fovereign, and fome another, fome, fays he, 
think that P2l/. Ruf. which is call’d itfelf the Anti~ 
peffilential Pill, 1s the beft Preparation that can be 
made; others think, that Venice Treacle is fufficient 
of it felf to refift the Contagion, and J, fays he, 
think as both thete think, wz. that the laft is good 
to take beforehand to prevent it, and the laft, if 
touch’d, to expel it. According tothis Opinion. I 
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feveral times took Venice Treacle and a found Sweat 
upon it, and thought my felf as well fortified againft 
the Infeétion as any one could be fortityed by the 
Power of Phyfic. 

As for Quackeryand Mountebank, of which the 
Town was fo full, I liftened to none of them, and 
have obferv’d often fince with fome Wonder, that 
for two Years after the Plague, I fcarcely faw or 
heard of one of them about Town. Some fancied 
they were all {wept away in the Infeétion to a Man, 
and were for calling it a particular Mark of God’s 
Vengeance upon them, for leading the poor People 
into the Pit of Deftru€tion, merely for the Lucre of 
a little Money, they got by them ; but I cannot go 
that Length neither; that Abundance of them died 
is certain, many of them came within the Reach 
of my own Knowledge 5 but that all of them were 
{wept off I much queftion; I believe rather, they 
fled into the Country, and tryed their Practices 
upon the People there, who were in Apprehenfion 
of the Infeétion, before it came among them. 

This however is certain, not a Man of them ap- 
pear’d for a great while in or about London 5 there 
were indeed {everal Do€tors, who publithed Bills, re- 
commending their feveral phyfical Preparations for 
cleanfing the Body, as they call it, after the Plague, 
and needful, as they faid, for fuch People to take, 
who had been vifited and had been cur’d; whereas 
I mutt own, I believe that it was the Opinion of 
the moft eminent Phyficians at that time, that the 
Plague was itfelfa fufficient Purge; and that 
thofe who efcaped the Infection needed no Phyfic 

to cleanfe their Bodies of any othér things ; the 
running Sores, the Tumors, (7c. which were broke 
and kept open by the Directions of the Phyficians, 

having fufficiently cleanfed them; and that all 
other Diftempers and Caufes of Diftempers were 
effectually carried off that Way; and as the Phy- 
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ficians gave this as their Opinions, wherever they 
came, the Quacks got little Bufinels. 
There were indeed {everal little Hurries, which 
happen’d after the Decreafe of the Plague, and 
which whether they were contriv’d to fright and 
diforder the People, as fome imagin’d, I cannot 
fay, but fometimes we were told the Plague would 
return by fuch a Time; and the famous Solomon 
fiagle the naked Quaker, I have mention’d, pro- 
phely’d evil Tidings cvery Day; and feyeral others 
telling us that London ‘had not been fufficiently 
fcourg’d, and the forer and feverer Strokes were yet 
behind ; had they ftop’d there, or had they defcen- 
ded to Particulars, and told us that the City fhould 
the next Year be deftroyed by Fire; then indeed, 
when we had feen it come to pals, we fhould not 
have been to blame to have paid more than a com- 
mon Refpeé to their Prophetick Spirits, at leaft 
we fhould have wonder’d at them, and have been 
more ferious in our Enquiries after the meaning 
of it, and whence they had the Fore-knowledge : 
But as they generally told us of a Relapfe into the 
Plague, we have had no Concern fince that about 
thems yet by thele frequent Clamours, we were 
wl kept with fome kind of Apprehenfions con- 
ftantly upon us, and if any died fuddenly, ar if the 
{potted Fevers at any time increafed, we were pre- 
fently alarm’d; much more if the Number of the 
Plague encreafed, for to the End of the Year, there 
were always between 2 and 300 of the Plague; on 
any of thele Qccafions, I fay, we were alarm’d 
anew. 
— Thofe, who remember the City of Loudon before 
the Fire, mutt remember, that there was then no 
fuch Place as that we now call Newgate-Market. 
But that in the Middle of the Strect, which is now 
call’d Blow-bladder Street, and which had its N ame 
from the Butchers, Who us'd to kill and dref thei 
| Sheep 
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Sheep there; (and who it feems had a Cuftom to 
blow up their Meat with Pipes to make it look 
thicker and fatter than it was, and were punifh’d 
there for it by the Lord Mayor) I fay, from the 
End of the Street towards Newgate, there ftood two 
long Rows of Shambles for the felling Meat. 

It was in thofe Shambles, that two Perfons fal- 
ling down dead, as they were buying Meat, gave 
Rife to a Rumor that the Meat was all intetted, 
which tho’ it might affright the People, and {poil’d 
the Market for two or three Days; yet it appear’d 
plainly afterwards, that there was nothing of Trath 
in the Suggeftion : But no Body can account for 
the Pofleflion of Fear when it takes hold of the 
Mind. 

However it pleas’d God by the continuing of the 
Winter Weather to reftore the Health of the Ci- 
ty, that by February following, we reckon’d the 
Diftemper quite ceas’d, and then we were not fo 
eafily frighted again. 

There was ftill a Queftion among the Learned,and 
at firft it perplex’d the People a little, and that was, 
in what manner to purge the Houfes and Goods, 
where the Plague had been ; and how to render 
them habitable again, which had been left empty 
‘during the time of the Plague; Abundance of Per- 
fumes and Preparations were prefcrib’d by Phyfi- 
cians, fome of one kind and fome of another, 1n 
which.the People, who liftened to them, put them- 
felves to a great, and indeed in my Opinion, to an 
unneceflary Expence; and the poorer People, who 
only fet open their Windows Night and Day, burnt 
Brimftone, Pitch, and Gun-powder and {uch things 
in their Rooms, did as well as the beft; nay, the 
eager People, who as I faid above, came Home in 
hait and at all Hazards, found little or no Incon- 


venience in their Houfes nor in the Goods, and did. 


little or nothing to them. | 
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However, in general, prudent cautious People 
did enter into fome Meafures for airing and {weet- 
ning their Houfes, and burnt Perfumes, Incenfe, Ben- 
jamin, Rozin, and Sulphur in the Rooms clofe fhut 
up, and then let the Air carry it all out with a 
Blaft of Gun-powder ; others caufed large Fires to 
be made all Day and all Night, for feveral Days and 
Nights; by the fame Token, that two or three 
were pleas’d to fet their Houfes on Fire, and fo ef- 
feétually {weetned them by burning them down to 
the Ground ; as particularly one at Rateli > one in 
flolbourn, and one at Wefiminfter; befides two or 
three that were fet on Fire, but the Fire was happily 
got out again, before it went far enough to burn 
down the Houfes ; and one Citizen’s Servant, I think 
it was in Thames Street , carryed fo much Gun- 
powder into his Matter’s Houle for clearing it of 
the Infection, and managed it fo foolithly, that he 
blew up part of the Roof of the Houfe. Butthe 
Time was not fully come, that the City was to 
be purg’d by Fire, nor was it far off; for within 
Nine Months more I faw it all lying in Afhes ; 
When, as fome of our Quacking Philofophers pre- 
tend, the Sceds of the Plague were entirely deftroy’d 
and not before; a Notion tooridiculous to {peak of 
here, fince, had the Seeds of the Plague remain’d 
in the Houfes, not to be deftroyed but by Fire, 
how has it been, that they have not fince broken 
out ? Seeing all thofe Buildings in the Suburbs and 
Liberties, and in the great Parithes of Stepney, W bite- 
Chapel, Aldgate, Bifhopfeate, Shoreditch, Cripple- 

gate and St. Giles’s, where the Fire never came, and 
where the Plague rag’d with the greatett Violence, 
remain {till in the fame Condition they were in be- 
fore. 

But to leave thefe things juft as I found them, it 
‘was certain, that thofe People, who were more than 
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ordinarily cautious of their Health, did take parti- 
cular Dire€tions for what they called Seafoning of 
their Houfes, and Abundance of coftly Things were 
confum’d on that Account, which, I cannot but fay, 
not only feafoned thofe Houfes, as they defir’d, but 
fill’d the Air with very grateful and wholefome 
* Smells, which others had the Share of the Benefit 
of, as well as thofe who were at the Expences of 
them. 

And yet after all, tho’ the Poor came to Town 
very precipitantly, as I have faid, yet I muft fay, 
the rich made no fuch Hafte; the Men of. Bufinefs 
indeed came up, but many of them did not bring 
their Families to Town, till the Spring came on, 
and that they faw Reafon to depend upon it, that 
the Plague would not return. , 

The Court indeed came up foon after Chriftmas, 
but the Nobility and Gentry, except fuch as de- 
pended upon, and had Employment under the Ad- 
miniftration, did not come fo foon. | 

I fhould have taken Notice here, that notwith- 
{tanding the Violence of the Plague in London and 
in other Places, yet it was very obfervable, that it 
was never on Board the Fleet; and yet for fome 
time there was a ftrange Prefs in the River, and 
even in the Streets for Sea-Men to man the Fleet, 
But it was in the Beginning of the Year, when the 
Plague was fcarce begun, and not at all comedown 
to that part of the City, where they ufually prefs 
for Seamen; and tho’ a War with the Dutch was 
not at all grateful to the People at that time, andthe 
Seamen went with a kind of Reluctancy into the 
Service, and many complain’d of being drag’d into 
it by Force, yet it prov’d in the Event a happy 
Violence to feveral of them, who had probably 
perith’d in the general Calamity, and who after the 
Summer Service was over, tho’ they had Caufe to 
lament 
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Jament the Defolation of their Families, who, when 
they came back, were many of them in their 
Graves ; yet they had room to be thankful, that 
they were carried out of the Reach of it, tho’ fo 
much againft their Wills; we indeed had a hot 
War with the Dutch that Year, and one very great 
Engagement at Sea, in which the Dutch were 
worfted; but we loft a great many Men andfome 
Ships. But, as I obferv’d, the Plague was not in 
the Fleet, and when they came to lay up the Ships 
in the River, the violent part of it began to abate. 

I would be glad, if I could clofe the Account of 
this melancholy Year with fome particular Exam- 
ples hiftorically; I mean of the Thankfulnefs to 
God our Preferver for our being delivered from this 
dreadful Calamity; certainly the Circumftances of 
the Deliverance, as well as the terrible Enemy we 
were delivered from, call’d upon the whole Nation 
for it; the Circumftances of the Deliverance were 
indeed very remarkable, as [ have in part mention’d 
already, and particularly the dreadfulCondition, which 
we were allin, when we were, to the Surprize of 
the whole ‘Town, made joyful with the Hope of a 
Stop of the Infection. | 

Nothing, but the immediate Finger of God, no- 
thing, but omnipotent Power could have done it; 
the Contagion defpifed all Medicine, Death rag’d 
in every Corner; and had it gone on as it did 
then, a few Wecks more would have clear’d the 
Town of all, and every thing that hada Soul: Men 
every where began to defpair, every Heart fail’d 
them for Fear, People were made defperate thro’ the 
Anguith of their Souls, and the Terrors of Death 
fat in the very Faces and Countenances of the 
People. 

In that very Moment, when we might very well 
fay, Vain was the Help of Man; I fay in that very 
3 ~ Moment 
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Moment it pleafed God, with amoft agreeable Sur- 
prize, to caufe the Fury of it to abate, even of it felf, 
and the Malignity declining, as I have faid, tho’ in- 
finite Numbers were fick, yet fewer died ; andthe 
very firft Week’s Bill decreafed 1843, a vaft Num- 
ber indeed ! 

It is impoffible to exprefs the Change that ap- 
pear’d in the very Countenances of the People, that 
Thur{day Morning, when the W eekly Bill came out ; 1t 
might have been perceived in their Countenances, that 
a fecret Surprize and Smile of Joy fatonevery Bodies 
Face; they ihook one anotherby the Hands inthe 
Streets, who would hardly go onthe fame Side of the 
way with one another before ; where the Streets were 
not too broad, they would open their Windows and 
call from one Houfe to another, and afk’d how 
they did, and if they had heard the good News, 
that the Plague was abated ; Some would return 
when they faid good News, and afk, what good News ? 
and when they anfwered, that the Plague was abat- 
ed, and the Bills-decreafed almoft 2000, they would 
cry out, God be praifed 5 and would weep aloud for 
Joy, telling them they had heard nothing of it; and 
fuch was the Joy of the People that it was as it 
were Life to them from the Grave. [ couldalmoft 
fet down as many extravagant things done in the Ex- 
cefs of their Joy, as of their Grief; but that would 
be to leffen the Value of it. 

T muft confefs my felfto have been very much dejec- 
ted juft before this happen’d for the prodigious Num- 
ber that were taken fick the Week or two before, 
befides thofe that died, was fuch, and the Lamen- 
tations were fo great every where, that a Man muft 
have feemed to have acted even againft his Reafon, 
if he had fo much as expected to efcape; and as 
there was hardly a Houfe, but mine, inall my Neigh- 
pourhood, but what was infected ; fo hadit gone on, 
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it would not have been long, that there would 
have been any more Neighbours to be infetted ; 
indeed it is hardly credible, what dreadful Havock 
the laft three Weeks had made, for if I might be- 
lieve the Perfon, whofe Calculations I always found 
very well grounded, there were not lefs than 30000 
People dead, and near 100 thoufand fallen fick in 
the three Weeks I {peak of; for the Number that 
fickened was furprifing, indeed it was aftonifhing, 
and thofe whofe Courage upheld them all thetime 
before, funk under it now. 

In the Middle of their Diftrefs,; when the Con- 
dition of the City of London was fo truly calami- 
tous, juft then it pleafed God, as it were, by hisim- 
mediate Hand to difarm this Enemy; the Poyfon 
was taken out of the Sting, it was wonderful, even 
the Phyficians themfelves were furprized at it; 
wherever they vifited, they found their Patients 
better, either they had fweated kindly, or the 'Tu- 
mours were broke, or the Carbuncles went down, 
and the Inflammations round them chang’d Co- 
lour, or the Fever was gone, or the violent Head- 
ach was affwag’d, or fome good Symptom was in 
the Cafe; fo that in a few Days, every Body. was 
recovering, whole Families that were infected and 
down, that had Minifters praying with them, and 
expected Death every Hour ,\ were revived and - 
healed, and none died at all out of them. 

- Nor was this by any new Medicine found out, 
er new Method of Cure difcovered, or by any Ex- 
perience in the Operation, which the Phyficians 
or Surgeons had attain’d to; but it was evidently 
from the fecret invifible Hand of him, that had at 
firft fent this Difeafe asa Judgment upon us; and 
let the Atheiftic part of Mankind call my Saying 
this what they pleafe, itisno Enthufiafm; it was 
acknowlede’d at that time by all Mankind; the Dil- 
eale 
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eafe was enervated, and its Malignity {pent, and letit 
-proceed from whencefoever it will, let the Philo- 
fophers fearch for Reafons .in Nature to account for 
it by, and labour as much as they will to leffen the 
Debt they owe to their Maker ; thofe Phyficians, 
who had the leaft Share of Religion in them, were 
oblig’d to acknowledge that it was all fupernatural, 
that it wasextraordinary, andthatno Account could 
be given of it. 

If I fhould fay, that this is a vifible Summons to 
us all to Thankfulnefs, efpecially we that were un- 
der the Terror of its Increafe, perhaps it may be 
thought by fome, after the Senfe of the thing was 
over, an officious canting of religious things, preach- 
ing a Sermon inftead of writing a Hiftory, making 
my felf a Teacher inftead of giving my Obfer- 
vations of things; and this reftrainsme very much 
from going on here, as I might otherwife do: But 
if ten Leapers were healed, and but one return’d to 
give Thanks, I defire to be as that one, and to be 
thankful for my felf. 

Nor will I deny, but there were Abundance of 
People who toall Appearance were very thankful at 
that time ; for their Mouths were ftop’d, eventhe 
Mouths of thofe, whofe Hearts were not extraor- 
-dinary long affected with it: But the Impreffion was 
fo {trong at that time, that it could not be refitted, 
no not by the worft of the People. 

It was a common thing to meet People in the 
Street, that were Strangers, and that we knew no- 
thing at all of, exprefling their Surprize. Going 
one Day thro’ Aidgate, and a pretty many People 
being pafling and repafling, there comes a Man 
out of the End of the Minories, and looking a little 
up the Street and down, he throws his Hands 
abroad, Lord, what an Alteration is here! Why, 


Jaft Week I came along here, and hardly any Body 
was 
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was to be feen 5 another Man, V heard him, adds 
to his Words, ’tis all wonderful, ’tis all a Dream: 
Bleffed be God, fays a third Man, aud let us give 
Thanks to him, for ’tis all his own doing: Hu- 
man Help and human Skill was at an End. Thefe 
were all Strangers to one another : But fuch Salu- 
tations as thefe were frequent in the Street every 
Day; and in Spight of a loofe Behaviour, the very 
common People went along the Streets, giving God 
Thanks for their Deliverance. 

It was now, as I faid before, the People had caft off 

all Apprehenfions, and that too faft; indeed we were 
no more afraid now to pafs by a Man with a white 
Cap upon his Head, or witha Cloth wrapt round 
his Neck, or with his Leg limping, occafion’d by 
the Sores in his Groyn, all which were frightful 
to the laft Degree; but the Week before; butnow 
the Street was full of them, and thefe poor reco- 
vering Creatures, give them their Due, appear’d very 
fenfible of their unexpected Deliverance; and [ 
fhould wrong them very much, if I fhould not ac- 
knowledge, that I believe many of them were really 
thankful; but I muft own, that for the Generality 
of the People it might too juftly be faid of them, 
as was faid of the Children of Lfraeh, after their be- 
ing delivered from the Hoft of Pharaoh, when they 
‘paffed the Red-Sea, and look’d back, and faw the 
Lgyptians overwhelmed in the Water, wz. That 
they fang his Praife 5 but they foon forgot his 
Works. 


£ can go no farther here, I fhould be counted 
cenforious, and perhaps unjuft, if I fhould enter 
into the unpleafant Work of reflecting ; whatever 
Caufe there was for it, upon the Unthankfulnefs 
and Return of all manner of Wickednef among us; 
which I was fo much an Eye-Witnels of my felfs 
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I thall conclude thefAccount of this calamitous Year | 
therefore with a coarfe but fincere Stanza of my 
own, which I plac’d at the End‘ of my ordinary 
Memorandums, the fame Year they were written: 


‘A dreadful Plague in London was, 
In the Year Sixty Five, 
Which fwept dn Hundred Ti houfand Souls 


Away; yet Lalivel | 
H. F. 
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